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The Street & Smith’s Yearbooks will also be available for all iOS devices on their 
newsstand release dates. Now you can read the magazines, watch videos and share 
your favorite content from your iPad, iPhone or iPod Touch. 


LETTER FROM THE ‘EDITOR 


There’s no slowing down 
this grad-transfer train 


here’s a dizzying array of stages in the year for big-time FBS college football. 

Of course, there’s the regular season, which has moved from 10 to 11 to the current 12 games over the years. 

Then there’s the conference championships, which add a 13th game and are mostly ignored except for the 

fans of the teams in those affairs. 

Then there’s the minor bowl season, which is more and more often giving us matchups between teams 
without winning records and sending us to Google to find out what the heck a Gasparilla or TaxSlayer is while making men 
wonder if they really need to trade in their Toro for a Bad Boy Mower. 

We then get to the New Year’s Day Six games, which are for mostly disappointed Power Five teams that missed out 
on the College Football Playoff, which as we all know is mandated by the NCAA to always include Alabama, Clemson, 
Oklahoma and whoever’s best among Georgia, Ohio State and Notre Dame. (Twenty-five straight wins, UCF? Forget about 
it.) 

The recruiting season now gives us two National Signing Days, one in December and another in February, when we are 
glued to our TVs to see which one of three hats a top prospect will choose in front of the cameras while sitting with family 
at a big table in his high school library. 

These “seasons” all hold interest levels of varying degrees on the college football ladder, with the CFP at the top and 
perhaps the Bad Boy Mowers Gasparilla Bowl on the bottom rung. 

There’s a new season in town, though, and this one is becoming more and more addictive-the graduate-transfer 
season, which you'll see on page 14 (“New Destinations”) is at its highest number since this once-obscure NCAA rule was 
established in 2006 to allow student-athletes to pursue “the best academic path” for themselves. 

As Craig Williams’ story (“Going where the grass is greener”) on page 6 suggests, what began with Seattle Seahawks star 
Russell Wilson taking this route to leave N.C. State for Wisconsin in 2011, when there was a grand total of 17 grad transfers, 
has now become a full-blown epidemic. According to The Grad Transfer Tracker (yes, there’s even a website for this now), 
the number of committed grad transfers for 2019 is 121, and that doesn’t include the 105 who are intending to do so but 
haven’t chosen a school yet. 

So, yes, the NCAA now has college sports’ own version of free agency, and it’s beginning to rival the NBA and MLB 
free-agent seasons in terms of interest and activity. The quarterback carousel by itself this past offseason could make your 
head spin, with Power Five schools in desperate need of a QB scouring the NCAA’s now well-known “Transfer Portal.” 
The recruiting process started all over again for the likes of college graduates Kelly Bryant (Clemson to Missouri), Jalen 
Hurts (Alabama to Oklahoma), Alex Delton (Kansas State to TCU), Brandon Wimbush (Notre Dame to UCF), Austin Kendall 
(Oklahoma to West Virginia), Josh Jackson (Virginia Tech to Maryland) and Alex Hornibrook (Wisconsin to Florida State). 

Things have gotten so out of hand that the NCAA is desperately looking for a way to slow this down, coming up with a 
proposal that would require any program accepting a graduate transfer to commit to a scholarship for two years instead 
of one, with the school losing a scholarship if the transfer didn’t complete their graduate degree in the first year. At press 
time, many athletic directors were saying they considered this proposal unreasonable—completing a two-year degree 
program ina year is, indeed, asking a lot-so hopes were slim that the new legislation would be passed. Right now, all a 
player has to do is “enroll” in the graduate program, with no penalty to the school if they don’t complete it. 

So, here’s another fine mess you’ve gotten us into, NCAA. Once this grad-transfer train left the station, you knew it was 
going to be hard to contain—especially when the incentive for players and coaches to improve their situations is so great. 

But, hey, thanks for giving college football fans another stage/season to follow that increases interest in the game. 

Who knows? Maybe that was the plan all along. 


Scott Smith 


Editor, Street & Smith’s Yearbooks 
W @SSyearbooks 
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The big bounce back 


More than four years ago, UAB dropped football, 
creating an outcry from fans and alumni that led to the 
program’s reinstatement before the 2017 season. All the 
Blazers have done during their two years back on the field 
is earn two bowl berths and win the 2018 Conference USA 
title. 


( Last season, second-year coach 

Tom Herman led the Longhorns to 
their first 10-win campaign since 2009. 
Texas, who beat USC, Oklahoma and 
Georgia in 2018, is our favorite among 
the five teams we have pegged to make 
their first appearance in the College 
Football Playoff. 
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W's decision to leave EastCarolina = 
State as a graduate transfer ended up 


ima major Heisman Trophy contender and 
iSosting his NFL Draft stock. ‘ 


GOING WHERE THE 
GAAS 15 GREENER 


The recent uptick in graduate transfers has turned the offseason into a kind 
of college football free agency that the NCAA is now taking steps to curtail. 


BY CRAIG WILLIAMS | Street & Smith's correspondent 


rom leading the Wisconsin Badgers 
to a Rose Bowl in 2011 to ushering 
the Seattle Seahawks to back-to-back 
Super Bowl appearances, Russell 
Wilson serves as a symbol of the 
success coaches and programs 
stand to experience when calling on 
the services of a graduate transfer, 
particularly at the sport’s key position. 
When former N.C. State coach 
Tom O’Brien balked about his starting 
quarterback asking to skip the Wolfpack’s 
spring drills to attend spring training with 
the Colorado Rockies, who made him a 


rr 
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fourth-round draft pick in 2010, Wilson 
graduated from NCSU with remaining 
eligibility and enrolled at Wisconsin to play 
his final season of college football. Ever 
since Wilson took advantage of a rule that 
was little-used at the time and few fans 
even knew about, the number of graduate 
transfers has since exploded in the Football 
Bowl Subdivision. 

In 2011, Wilson was one of 17 grad 
transfers playing Division 1 college football. 
In 2018, that number climbed to 164 and the 
sport should see the 200-transfer plateau 
eclipsed in 2019. Naturally, much of the 


spotlight is placed on quarterbacks joining 
new programs, as Power Five schools look 
to reload at the position and fourth-year 
QBs seek to find a starting fit to showcase 
their skills for the NFL one last season. All 
of it has created what amounts to a game of 
musical chairs and provided college football 
with its own version of free agency. 

“Tt seems the advantages are in the 
players’ hands (today),” says former 
Clemson head coach and Raycom Sports 
ACC football analyst Tommy Bowden, who 
adds that the “supply-demand dynamic” 
encourages players to chase greener 
pastures. 

“I see what’s going on at Virginia Tech 
with all of the players in their transfer 
portal and how things can get out of hand,” 
adds Bowden, referring to the January 
exodus of nine Hokies from coach Justin 
Fuente’s program that included three 
key offensive starters in quarterback Josh 
Jackson, wide receiver Eric Kumah and 
tight end Chris Cunningham. Fuente even 
felt the need to issue a statement Jan. 23 
about the extent of the transfers. 

“Am I concerned about us inching 
toward free agency? Absolutely,” he told 
the Roanoke Times. “And everybody is 
concerned about that.” 

When the NCAA ruled in 2006 that 
a student-athlete who completed his 
undergraduate coursework could transfer 
to another program without sitting out a 


MINSHEW: TED S. WARREN / AP 


WILSON: GERRY BROOME / AP: BRYANT: SAM CRAFT / AP: HURTS: BUTCH DILL / AP 


season, the idea was to allow the player to 
pursue the best academic path for himself. 
However, it has created some divisiveness 
within the game. 

There is no question that players, 
coaches and programs—beyond Wilson, 
Bret Bielema and Wisconsin in 2011—have 
benefited from these transfer rules. 

No doubt, it’s a priority for a coach 
and program to graduate players. With 
Advanced Placement courses that allow 
prep prospects to earn college credits and 
university summer school curriculums that 
further expedite a student-athlete’s path 
to graduation, it has become easier for a 
player to complete his course requirements 
before exhausting athletic eligibility. 

But what happens when this creates 
another avenue for college football's 
“haves” to get richer while smaller 
programs, those outside the Power Fives, 
are left scrambling to fill unexpected voids? 
While the system should place an emphasis 
on what’s best for the student-athlete, one 
can objectively appreciate the challenging 
position coaches and programs are facing— 
especially in environments where one or 
two wins could keep a coach from receiving 
the pink slip. 

You only have to turn the clock back 
to 2018 for a prime example of a graduate 
transfer drastically altering the courses of 
two programs. When Gardner Minshew 
graduated from East Carolina before 
enrolling at Washington State as a grad 
transfer, he left the Pirates with a pair of 
inexperienced passers who only managed 
a 3-9 record, ultimately costing head coach 
Scottie Montgomery his job after three 
seasons. The Cougars, meanwhile, finished 
11-2 and were a game away from a Rose 
Bowl berth behind Minshew’s 4,779 passing 
yards and 38 touchdowns. 

Minshew, who completed 70.7 percent 
of his passes, was named Pac-12 Offensive 
Player of the Year and finished fifth in the 
Heisman Trophy voting. Pirates fans—and 
Montgomery—were left to wonder what 
might have been had Minshew remained in 
Greenville, N.C., for his senior campaign. 

The thin line isn’t only recognized by 
coaches. Supporters of fledgling programs 
naturally have gloomy visions of the sport’s 
Goliath programs regularly poaching key 
players from smaller, less athletically- 
prestigious institutions, relegating them 
even deeper into “small-market” status. 

So what can college football fans expect 
in the future? 

For starters, the grad-transfer 
market appears to be as hot as ever in 
2019 with a number of players from 
prominent programs—including several 


Kelly Bryant and Jalen Hurts (below left and right) are looking to follow in the footsteps of grad-transfer 
“poster child” Russell Wilson (top), who left N.C. State for Wisconsin on the way to NFL stardom. 


quarterbacks—seeking a starting job 
elsewhere. Former Clemson quarterback 
Kelly Bryant will continue to call himself a 
Tiger, but he’ll be taking snaps at Missouri; 
after an up-and-down career at Notre 
Dame, Brandon Wimbush will try to keep 
the UCF train rolling at full tilt in lieu of 
Knights star McKenzie Milton’s injury; 

and Jalen Hurts will follow in the footsteps 
of Baker Mayfield and Kyler Murray at 
Oklahoma, trying to put the Sooners on a 
collision course to meet his former Alabama 
teammates—including the guy who took his 
job, Tua Tagovailoa—in a College Football 
Playoff rematch. 

The NCAA has taken notice. Last April, 
the Division 1 Transfer Working Group 
was formed and took only six months 
to propose a rule change that will likely 
squelch some of the flames and draw 
more ire from the voices who criticize the 
governing body for failing to do right by its 
student-athletes. 

The proposal would require programs 
to count a graduate transfer’s scholarship 


against their limits for two seasons—even if 
that player has only one year of eligibility 
remaining. However, if the transfer 
completes his graduate coursework before 
the start of the next season, the program 
would avoid this scholarship penalty. 

The degree to which such a rule 
would deter programs from scouring the 
grad-transfer pool has been debated, but 
Bowden is among those who believe the 
impact will be very significant. 

“It would put a damper on the programs 
that aggressively recruit graduate transfers 
and ultimately impose a disadvantage on 
the players,” he says. 

What is clear at this point is that multiple 
parties have benefited greatly on the field 
thanks to the ability to immediately plug 
a mature and experienced player into the 
fold, and they will continue tapping into 
this option as long as it adds to the win 
column. But with the NCAA taking notice 
and proposing action, this topic will almost 
certainly find its way back into the spotlight 
next offseason. 


—— a 
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Scouting The Nation 


LUST FOR LISTS 


HERE'S A LOOK AT HOW WE'RE RANKING THE ANSWERS TO ALL THE HOT TOPICS ON 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL FANS’ MINDS THIS PRESEASON. BY BILL BENDER 


PROGRAMS CLOSEST TO FIRST CFP 


Powerhouse programs Alabama, Clemson, Ohio State, Oklahoma and Georgia have 
accounted for 75 percent of the appearances in the College Football Playoff since it 
began in 2014. Washington, Oregon, Notre Dame, Michigan State and Florida State 
have one appearance each. 

Who’s next to crack the field? Here’s a look at five blue-blood programs closing in on 
that first appearance: 


‘1L TEXAS 
T Last season, second-year coach Tom Herman led the Longhorns to their first 
10-win campaign since 2009. Texas beat USC, Oklahoma and Georgia in 2018. 
Quarterback Sam Ehlinger returns, and the Playoff is more of a realistic 
expectation than manufactured hype. 


2. FLORIDA 
Dan Mullen led the Gators to 10 wins in Year One, and that included victories 
against Michigan and LSU. Florida must close the gap with Georgia in the SEC East, 
and the schedule presents challenges outside the division against Miami, Auburn 
and LSU. Mullen will build on that success. 


3. MICHIGAN 

Jim Harbaugh has led the Wolverines to three 10-win seasons the last four 
years, but last year’s 62-39 loss to Ohio State illustrated the one hurdle left to climb 
for the Wolverines in order to win the program’s first Big Ten championship since 
2004. The good news is Urban Meyer is out of the way, and the Wolverines get 
Notre Dame, Michigan State and Ohio State at home. 


4, LSU 

The Tigers face a similar hurdle against Alabama. Ed Orgeron has steadied 
the program with strong recruiting classes, Joe Burrow returns at quarterback and 
LSU is loaded on defense. Still, the Crimson Tide have won the last eight meetings 
between the schools. To win the SEC West, you have to beat ’Bama. 


5. PENN STATE 

The Nittany Lions were close to the Playoff in 2016, and if not for fourth- 
quarter collapses against Ohio State the last two seasons coach James Franklin may 
have accomplished that goal. Penn State upgraded the talent around new 
quarterback Tommy Stevens, and the defense will be better. 
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COACHES ON HOT SEAT 


Bowl games are meaningless—until you don’t 
play in one. Four of our five coaches on the hot 
seat heading into 2019 did not lead their school to 
the postseason in 2018. That’s why they are feeling 
the heat. 


1. CLAY HELTON, USC 

The Trojans slipped to 5-7 last season and 
Helton is working with a full-scale remodel with 
his coaching staff. That was made more difficult 
when newly hired offensive coordinator Kliff 
Kingsbury bolted for the Arizona Cardinals. USC 
faces an early-season slate that includes Fresno 
State, Stanford, Utah and Washington. We’ll 
know where Helton stands by mid-October. 


2. WILLIE TAGGART, FLORIDA STATE 

The Seminoles also finished 5-7 in 2018, 
which snapped a streak of 36 consecutive 
seasons with a bowl game. That can’t happen 
again. Florida State must show progress— 
especially on offense—in an ACC Atlantic 
Division in which Clemson has created a 
significant gap with everyone else. 


3. CHRIS ASH, RUTGERS 

Ash seemed to have the program moving 
forward in 2017, going 4-8, but the Scarlet 
Knights slipped back to 1-11 and have failed to 
win a conference game in two of the last three 
years. The Big Ten East will not be any easier in 
2019. 


4 LOVIE SMITH, ILLINOIS 

Every other team in the Big Ten West 
believes it can compete for a trip to 
Indianapolis. The Illini are 4-23 in Big Ten play 
the last three seasons and have not made the 
jump under the former NFL head coach. This is 
a pivotal fourth year for Illinois in that division. 


5. GUS MALZAHN, AUBURN 

Malzahn will be a more active play-caller 
in 2019, and with good reason. Auburn remains 
an inconsistent program from year to year. The 
Tigers are 23-17 in SEC play over the last five 
seasons, and the schedule features another 
brutal road slate (Texas A&M, Florida, LSU) 
before November home games against Georgia 
and Alabama. 


\ 
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HEISMAN CANDIATES 


Oklahoma’s Lincoln Riley has coached the last 
two Heisman Trophy winners in Baker Mayfield 
and Kyler Murray, and Alabama transfer Jalen 
Hurts is next in line. Hurts is listed among the 
Heisman favorites for 2019, but he will have to 
catch his former teammate Tua Tagovailoa and 
Clemson’s Trevor Lawrence, who have a wide 
preseason lead on the rest of the field. 

Here are the top five Heisman candidates for 
2019 (odds via WestGate Las Vegas): 


1. TUA TAGOVAILOA 

QB, ALABAMA (5/2) 
Tagovailoa is the Heisman runner-up from 
2018, and he will be in position to build ona 
remarkable season in which he finished with 
3,966 yards, 43 TDs and a mere six 
interceptions. Tagovailoa might not be able to 
replicate those stats, but an SEC championship 
run without ex-teammate Jalen Hurts’ 
assistance could be enough this time. 


[ 2. TREVOR LAWRENCE 

QB, CLEMSON (3/1) : 
Lawrence was sensational as a freshman and 
had the look of a generational prospect in the 
44-16 blowout of Alabama in the College 
Football Playoff championship game. Lawrence 
will be at the controls of what should be the 
nation’s best offense. 


3. JALEN HURTS 

QB, OKLAHOMA (6/1) 
Hurts hit 72.9 percent of his passes as a backup 
at Alabama. If he maintains that kind of 
percentage, then the prolific statistics will 
follow with the Sooners. Also keep in mind he 
averages 5.2 yards per carry for his career. 


4. JUSTIN FIELDS 

QB, OHIO STATE (6/1) 
The relationship between Fields, who has an 
electrifying two-way skillset, and new head 
coach Ryan Day, who brought out the best of 
Heisman Trophy finalist Dwayne Haskins as the 
Buckeyes’ offensive coordinator, will come into 
focus in Columbus. Expect big numbers. 


5. ADRIAN MARTINEZ 

QB, NEBRASKA (6/1) 
Martinez totaled 25 TDs as a freshman starter 
for first-year Cornhuskers coach Scott Frost, 
and that was a transition season in which he 
battled injuries. Martinez is accurate, efficient 
and poised to put up a super sophomore 
season in Lincoln. 


Keep an eye on: Jonathan Taylor, RB, 
Wisconsin (15/1); Jerry Jeudy, WR, Alabama 
(30/1); Justin Herbert, QB, Oregon (30/1); Sam 
Ehlinger, QB, Texas (40/1); Najee Harris, RB, 
Alabama (80/1). 


— Ee 


IMPACT QB TRANSFERS 


The transfer portal became a trending topic this offseason, and that is because of the 
quarterbacks who landed at different schools. These five signal-callers switched schools 
and will have the biggest impact on the 2019 football season: 


1. JALEN HURTS, OKLAHOMA 

Hurts is a 26-2 as a starter and he improved his accuracy with a 72.9 
completion percentage with Alabama as a backup. He’s a leader and a good fit with 
third-year coach Lincoln Riley in the Sooners’ up-tempo offense. 


2. JUSTIN FIELDS, OHIO STATE 

Fields transferred from Georgia after one season. He is the favorite to start for 
first-year coach Ryan Day. Fields is a talent blend of the Buckeyes’ last two 
record-setting quarterbacks, J.T. Barrett and Dwayne Haskins. That’s bad news for 
the rest of the Big Ten. 


3. JACOB EASON, WASHINGTON 

Eason also transferred from Georgia and had a year to learn in coach Chris 
Petersen’s system at Washington while sitting out. Eason was talented enough to 
start for the Bulldogs as a freshman. The key in Eason’s development is increasing 
his completion percentage, and we will see what he learned in the off year. 


4. HUNTER JOHNSON, NORTHWESTERN 
Johnson transferred from Clemson last season. He’s the most talented 
quarterback recruit the Wildcats have ever had, and that is good news for an 
offense that thrives on precision routes. Johnson will put the Wildcats in position to 
repeat as Big Ten West champions. 


5. KELLY BRYANT, MISSOURI 

Bryant also transferred from Clemson, and he landed in Derek Dooley’s 
offensive system as Missouri. That should continue Bryant’s development as a 
passer and give him a shot at the next level. The Tigers are banned from postseason 
play, but Bryant could engineer a few upsets in 2019. 


BREAKOUT CANDIDATES 


Which players are primed for breakout seasons in 2019? We take a look at five names 
to know before it happens: 


1. NAJEE HARRIS, RB, ALABAMA 

Harris has averaged 6.5 yards per carry in a part-time role the last two seasons. 
With Damien Harris and Josh Jacobs gone to the NFL, this is the 6-2, 227-pound junior 
from California’s chance to show he’s the lead back at Alabama. 


2. XAVIER THOMAS, DE, CLEMSON 

Thomas is tasked with upholding the defensive-line tradition at Clemson, and 
the 6-2, 260-pound sophomore offered glimpses of his five-star talent with 3.5 sacks 
in 2018. That included a game-changing sack against Syracuse. Thomas is the next 
big-impact edge rusher in the ACC, and he’ll show why this season. 


& 3. ADRIAN MARTINEZ, QB, NEBRASKA 

Martinez is already listed among the Heisman favorites after a season in which 
he flashed that potential to take coach Scott Frost’s offense to the next level in 
Lincoln. Expect Martinez’s confidence to grow as a sophomore. The wins will follow. 


4. AMON-RA ST. BROWN, WR, USC 

St. Brown was among the bright spots for the Trojans as a freshman in 2018. 
He averaged 12.5 yards per catch and was second on the team in receiving yards. He 
will get into the end zone more often in 2019. 


5. CHRIS OLAVE, WR, OHIO STATE 

Olave emerged as a late-season contributor for the Bucks with two TDs against 
Michigan and one more in the Big Ten title game. Ohio State is looking for wideouts 
after losing Parris Campbell, Terry McLaurin and Johnnie Dixon to the NFL. 
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Rows of empty seats like these have become commonplace for college football _ 
bowl games these days, but don't expect the postseason to get any shorter, 


BOWLING ALONG 


Despite poor ratings and small crowds for most of the games, college football's postseason has 


no plans to begin contracting. 


BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


hen Bill Hancock considers 
the tumultuous, oft- 
ridiculed 16-year run of 
the controversial and 
never beloved Bowl 
Championship Series, 
he has a much different 
perspective than most fans 
and plenty of media. 

“T think history will look back more 
fondly on the BCS than it was viewed at the 
time,” he says. 

Hancock, the executive director of the 
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College Football Playoff, is clear when he 
says the current iteration of the sport’s 
attempt to find a champion is “better” than 
what we had from 1998-2013, even if the 
CFP does have its detractors and remains 
imperfect. It is the centerpiece of a super- 
sized postseason that includes 39 bowl 
games—plus the national title tilt—and gives 
college football fans every possible level of 
quality when it comes to matchups. 

Sixty percent of the 130 teams in the 
Football Bowl Subdivision, 10 of them 
without winning records, were “rewarded” 
with a trip to the postseason last year. 
Compare that with the 19 percent (68) of 
353 Division 1 teams that make it to the 
NCAA Tournament in college basketball. 


Accordingly, there is no “bubble watch” to 
see who will make it into an FBS bowl. 

The questions moving forward, besides 
whether the CFP will ever expand (don’t 
count on it), are if the non-CFP games 
will wilt as life continues away from the 
nourishing sun of TV ratings and overall 
attention, and if the playoff itself can grow 
over the coming decade. It would appear as 
if the answer to the first is “no,” while the 
second is “maybe.” 

“Bowls do a good job celebrating the 
season for teams,” says Nick Dawson, 
ESPN’s vice president of programming 
and acquisitions. “They have different 
layers. It’s also a time of year when people 
are preparing for family gatherings. They 


BOWL ATTENDANCE: DAVID GOLDMAN / AP 
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are naturally inclined to sit back and watch 
football.” 

ESPN has largely been happy with its 
bowl ratings, even if they’ve been a mixed 
proposition. Although overall viewer numbers 
for the most recent Rose and Sugar Bowls 
were up-the Sugar improved 40 percent 
from two seasons ago, the last time it wasn’t 
an NCAA semifinal and the national title game 
drew 25.28 million viewers across ESPN’s 
“Supercast” collection of channels showing 
it-the national semifinals were down a 
combined 25 percent from 2018, when they 
aired on New Year’s Day instead of Dec. 29 
as they did last season. (When the Rose and 
Sugar Bowls aren’t semifinal matchups, they 
always take place on Jan. 1.) 

The more interesting proposition for ESPN, 
because the playoff ratings are influenced by 
matchups and dates aired, is what happens 
with the other games the network shows 
throughout the bowl season. This past season, 
ESPN aired all but three of the bowls, 14 of 
which it owns. Many of them, like the Bahamas 
Bowl, are played in front sparse crowds and 
earn small ratings numbers. Twenty-four 
games didn’t even reach a 2.0 rating last year. 
While the great majority of the games don’t 
have robust viewership figures, Dawson says 
they provide significant benefits to ESPN. 

“The bowl games do two things for us,” 
Dawson says. “They are great platforms to 
continue to drive the playoff storylines. Also, 
they push people from game to game. If you 
tune in to a Tuesday mid-afternoon game, 
we want you to stay on and watch the night 
game.” 

The CFP has done nothing to damage 
the smaller bowls, Dawson says, because 
schools like Florida International and 
Toledo, who faced off before 13,510 fans 
in last December’s Bahamas Bowl, weren’t 
ever going to be playing for all the marbles 
anyway. With the Myrtle Beach Bowl joining 
the lineup in December 2020, the number of 
postseason games is growing, even with the 
small crowds and poor ratings. The games 
give ESPN needed programming, along with 
heavily utilized promotional platforms. They 
also serve as appetizers to the CFP, which 
Hancock believes will 
grow despite being part 
of an ever-cluttered 
docket of televised 
sports entertainment. 

“1 think it will gain 
more public acceptance 
and continue to bring 
new fans to college 
football,” Hancock 
says. 

Which is more than the BCS could ever 
claim. 


The trend of draft prospects sitting out bowl games is growing and not likely 
to ever slow down. 


nybody who knows South Carolina 
coach Will Muschamp will attest that 
he is a man of high standards with 
little regard for those not interested 
in following “The Plan.” When he 
talks about last year’s 7-6 Gamecocks, he 
discusses USC’s negative turnover margin 
in SEC games and its inability to run 
the ball and stop the run against quality 
opposition. The seven wins were nice, but Carolina could have had more. 

The man has high standards. 

But when it comes to wide receiver Deebo Samuel’s decision to leave the team 
before the Belk Bowl so he could better focus on his NFL Draft preparation, 
Muschamp is decidedly less hard line. Part of his flexibility was due to Samuel’s 
decision to return for the 18 season and lead Carolina in receptions after dealing with 
multiple injuries his first three years on campus. And part was due to the changing 
times. 

“Deebo called me, and we had a good conversation,” Muschamp recalls. “He said, 
‘This is where my thoughts are.’ I told him I support him. He’s been through a lot, 
and I understand his thought process.” 

The USC offense missed Samuel in that game and was shut out by Virginia, 28-0, so 
it’s a good thing that Muschamp is so understanding. 

A trend that began in 2017 continued last season, as several high-profile players 
decided against participating in bowl games—because they feared getting hurt and 
dropping their draft stock or wanted to get started on a Combine-specific training 
program or were nursing injuries that they didn’t want to risk aggravating. 

Some fans and media howled about the players’ lack of loyalty. Others applauded 
the small instances of athlete control in the face of a system that favors schools and 
coaches consistently. As outsiders took sides, players worked with their teams, 
families and advisors to do what was right for them. And coaches had to tread 
carefully around the issue, lest they appear to be disinterested in players’ futures, a 
condition that wouldn’t play well on the recruiting trail. 

“1 don’t sit here and say I necessarily disagree with a young man making 
that decision in a certain situation,” says Utah State coach Gary Andersen. 
“Communication is important. Do you want a player to play in the bowl, even if he 
has a chance to play in the NFL? Absolutely yes. 

“But there’s another argument: Coaches get opportunities to leave for other 
schools or advance themselves, and they aren’t always at bowl games. This is kids 
having ownership. Whether you agree or not, the key is communication.” 

Michigan had two players—defensive tackle Rashan Gary and running back Karan 
Higdon-to decide against playing in the Peach Bowl. A pair of Minnesota Golden 
Gophers (linebacker Blake Cashman and offensive tackle Donnell Greene) sat out the 
Quick Lane Bowl. Stanford running back Bryce Love and West Virginia QB Will Grier 
didn’t play in their teams’ bowls. There were others. 

Even more interesting was Ohio State defensive end Nick Bosa, who suffered a 
core muscle tear in the Buckeyes’ third game of the season and didn’t return-even 
though OSU coach Urban Meyer had hoped he would—choosing instead to focus on 
preparing for his NFL workouts. 

It will be interesting to see what happens in subsequent seasons. Do more players 
sit out? And do others shut things down earlier in the season, hoping to protect 
themselves and their future earnings? 

“I understand both sides of it,” Muschamp says. 

Sometimes that’s the best course to take. 


—Michael Bradley 
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Coach Bill Clark didn’t take long to bring the UAB football program 
back from dormancy to relevancy. wn 4 


THE BIG BOUNCE BACK 


More than four years ago, UAB dropped football, creating an outcry from fans and alumni that led to the 
program’s reinstatement before the 2017 season. All the Blazers have done during their two years back on 
the field is earn two bowl berths and win the 2018 Conference USA title. 


BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


ooking back now, Bill Clark figures 

putting up a countdown clock wasn’t 

such a good idea. He had done it 

leading up to every other season 

when he was a head coach, but 

the run-up for UAB’s team heading 

_ into the 2017 campaign was a little 

== different. 

“It was more than 500 days, almost two 
years,” Clark says. “I asked myself, ‘Why 
am I doing this?’” 

Because the Blazers had dropped their 
football program after the 2014 season and 
then resurrected just about a year later, 
the idea of a countdown to the 2017 opener 
was a bit unreasonable. But Clark, who 
had coached UAB to a 6-6 record during 
the ill-fated ’14 campaign, was excited. If 
the players thought there was a long wait 
for the chance to play for real, just imagine 
how impatient he was. By the time the team 
kicked off against Alabama A&M on Sept. 

2, 2017, he had gone nearly three years 
without a meaningful game. 

The interregnum was both good and 
bad for Clark, who had a chance to 


rebuild his program’s culture and evaluate 
everything he and his staff did, but he 

also had to reconstruct a roster, thanks to 
the defections of 66 players. There were 
practices and scrimmages that included the 
band and fan participation, but it wasn’t 
quite the real thing. 

“Tt was great and awful,” he recalls. 
“The great thing is that we didn’t have to 
rush anything. But it was awful that we had 
practices with no game. Anybody who has 
ever played football knows that you live for 
the games.” 

In 2017, their first year back, the Blazers 
finished 8-5 and reached the second bowl 
game in school history. Last year, UAB won 
the Conference USA title game, went 11-3 
and smoked Northern Illinois, 37-13, in the 
Boca Raton Bowl for the school’s first-ever 
postseason win. It has been a remarkable 
turnaround that has featured significant 
contributions by a large number of junior- 
college transfers—“We needed to find 
players who needed us,” Clark says—but, 
more importantly, plenty of support from 
the local business community. 

Without a $17.2 million infusion from 
Birmingham patrons, school president 
Ray Watts never would have reinstated 
the program in June 2015. But thanks to 


some furious fundraising that included 
about $5.5 million within minutes during 
a seminal meeting of area leaders with 
athletic director Mark Ingram, the program 
returned and is now on strong financial 
footing. What was once a burden for the 
school is now a strength. A 45,000-seat 
stadium is rising a mile from campus, 
Clark and his staff have moved into a $22.5 
million football complex, the Alabama high 
school community is energized, fans are 
providing sustained support and UAB has 
raised $60 million over the past three years, 
an infusion that is helping the entire athletic 
department. 

As the university grows—enrollment 
has increased by 6,000 students (to 22K) 
over the past three-plus years—it has an 
ambitious vision. If UCF can become a 
national player, why can’t UAB? Even if 
Alabama and Auburn are the preferred 
football programs in town, Ingram believes 
there is room for a robust UAB renaissance. 

“We’re not trying to get fans to change 
their colors,” he says. “But we have told 
them that if they invest in UAB football, 
they are making an investment in the 
community where they live. 

“That has resonated with people.” 

And on the field, too. 
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ALABAMA 
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GEORGIA 
PREVIEW ON PAGE 136 
OKLAHOMA 


PREVIEW ON PAGE 74 


OHIO STATE 
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LSU 


PREVIEW ON PAGE 148 
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MICHIGAN 


PREVIEW ON PAGE 54 


WASHINGTON 
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TEXAS A&M 
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UCF 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE 


PREVIEW ON PAGE 153 


WASHINGTON STATE 
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IOWA STATE 
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UTAH 
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STANFORD 


PREVIEW ¢ ON PAGE 123 


ARMY WEST POINT 


PREVIEW ON PAGE 167 
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2019 PRESEASON ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


FIRST TEAM 

OFFENSE 

» QB TrevorLawrence So., Clemson 
>» RB TravisEtienne Jr., Clemson 

» RB Jonathan Taylor Jr., Wisconsin 
» OL Walker Little Jr., Stanford 

® OL AlexLeatherwood Jr., Alabama 


» OL Tommy Kraemer Sr., Notre Dame 


» OL Tyler Biadasz Jr., Wisconsin 
» OL Andrew Thomas Jr., Georgia 
» TE Jared Pinkney Sr., Vanderbilt 
» WR Jerry Jeudy Jr., Alabama 

» WR Rondale Moore So., Purdue 


DEFENSE 


» DL Kenny Willekes Sr., Michigan State 


» DL RaekwonDavis Sr., Alabama 

» DL Derrick Brown Sr., Auburn 

>» DL A.J.Epenesa Jr, lowa 

» LB JoeBachie Sr., Michigan State 
» LB Paddy Fisher Jr., Northwestern 
» LB DylanMoses Jr., Alabama 

» DB LavertHill Sr., Michigan 

» DB BryceHall Sr., Virginia 

>» DB Grant Delpit Jr., LSU 

* DB AndreCisco So., Syracuse 


SPECIALISTS 

>K Andre Szmyt So., Syracuse 
>P Braden Mann Sr., Texas A&M 
» RET Isaiah Wright Sr., Temple 


SECOND TEAM 

OFFENSE 

® QB Tua Tagovailoa Jr., Alabama 

» RB  EnoBenjamin Jr., Arizona State 
»RB  AJDillon Jr., Boston College 

» OL NickHarrisSr., Washington 

® OL JordanJohnson Sr., UCF 

» OL CohlCabral Sr., Arizona State 

» OL MekhiBecton Jr., Louisville 

® OL JohnSimpson Sr., Clemson 

» TE Albert Okwuegbunam Jr., Missouri 
» WR Tylan Wallace Jr., Oklahoma State 
» WR LaviskaShenault Jr. Jr., Colorado 
DEFENSE 

» DL Chase Young Jr., Ohio State 

» DL  LekiFotu Sr., Utah 

» DL MarvinWilson Jr., Florida State 
»DL Bradlee Anae Sr., Utah 

®LB Shaquille Quarterman Sr., Miami (Fla.) 
» LB  TroyDye Sr., Oregon 

®LB David Woodward Jr., Utah State 

» DB  PaulsonAdebo Jr., Stanford 

» DB RichieGrant Jr., UCF 

» DB XavierMcKinney Jr., Alabama 

» DB ReedBlankenship Jr., Middle Tenn. 
SPECIALISTS 

>K Cooper Rothe Sr., Wyoming 

>P James Smith Jr., Cincinnati 


» RET SavonScarver Jr., Utah State 
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NEW DESTINATIONS: COACHES & PLAYERS + Compiled by Will Long 


PLAYERS 


TRANSFERS ELIGIBLE IN 2019 


“Graduate Transfer 


Tach Abercrumbia* 
Abdul Adams 
Markeyvious Adams* 
Kareem Adeniyi 
Christian Alexander* 
Ryan Alexander* 
KareemAli 
MarkAllen* 
MattAloni 

Tanner Alton 
Chance Amie 
Kilton Anderson* 
Christian Angulo 
Max Anthony* 
Israel Antwine 
Christian Applewhite 
Drayton Arnold” 
Austin Aune 
Greyson Bankhead” 
JL. Banks 

Korey Banks 
Davarius Bargnare 
JarrodBarnes 
MalikBarrow 
JalenBates* 

Erik Baughman 
Mike Beaudry” 
TJ. Bedford 

Duran Bell 

Greg Bell 
TylerBell* 

Myles Benning 
Oluwole BetikuJr.” 
Justin Bickham* 
ColeBlackman* 
Shamelk Blackshear* 
Conor Blount 
BubbaBolden 
Jahod Booker 
Taylor Boose” 
AaronBoumerhi* 
Ja'Merez Bowen* 
Manny Bowen* 
Ross Bowers” 
Parker Braun* 
DejonBrissett* 
Ardell Brown* 
JermaniBrown 
Jordon Brown* 
Torrence Brown* 
Joey Bryant* 
Kelly Bryant* 
Jonathan Brys 
Shane Buechele* 
Logan Burke 
Braxton Burmeister 
Riley Burt* 
JabariButler 
Lawrence Cager* 
George Campbell* 
Keyshawn Canady 
Caleb Cantrell 
Jacob Capra* 
WestonCarr* 
DamaniCarter* 
ToneilCarter 
BrianChaffin® 
Irvin Charles 
JavonCharleston* 
JalenChatman 
Terrell Chatman* 
Willie Cherry 
KlydeChriss 
Brandon Clark 
Derrick Clark* 
Jamel Cook 

Cam Cooper 
Terrance Corbett 


| FORMER TEAM | NEW TEAM 


Rice 

Oklahoma Syracuse 
Appalachian State 

Tex A&M-Commerce UTSA 
Fla.International Wagner 
SouthAlabama Syracuse 
Temple Western Michigan 
Penn State 

Penn State Longlsland 
Valparaiso Ohio 

Syracuse Blinn JC 
Coastal Carolina 

Cincinnati Hampton 
Rutgers 

Colorado Oklahoma State 
Mary Hardin-Baylor TCU 

Old Dominion Chattanooga 
Arkansas North Texas 
California 

GeorgiaSouthern Clemson 
SouthCarolina North Carolina A&T 
GeorgiaSouthern Campbell 
Arkansas Central Arkansas 
Ohio State 

Arizona State Colorado State 
Texas Tech UTSA 

West Florida Connecticut 
Texas State Southern 
South Florida Alabama State 
Nebraska San Diego State 
Wake Forest 

Navy UTSA 

USC Illinois 

Rice lowa State 
Virginia Illinois State 
SouthCarolina TCU 

Oregon State Eastern Kentucky 
USC Miami (Fla,) 
Memphis Alabama State 
Cincinnati 

Temple 

Indiana 

Penn State Utah 
California Northern illinois 
Georgia Tech Texas 
Richmond Illinois 

Seton Hill Connecticut 
Boise State lowa Western CC 
North Carolina 

Penn State Southern Miss 
Arizona State 

Clemson Missouri 

New Mexico Michigan State 
Texas SMU 

StephenF. Austin UTSA 

Oregon Dartmouth 
BYU Utah State 
Penn State 

Miami(Fla.) Georgia 

Florida State Penn State 
East Carolina Westernillinois 
Wyoming UTSA 

Oregon San Diego State 
Azusa Pacitic Penn State 
Arkansas 

Texas Sam Houston State 
Stanford Rice 

Penn State 

South Carolina 

Rutgers Portland State 
Arizona State 

Ohio Trinity ValleyCC 
Texas A&M Prairie View A&M 
Penn State Slippery Rock 
California 

USC South Carolina 
Butler Western Michigan 
Troy Murray State 


WanCorbinir. Cnnastine Georgia Southern 
Davin Cotton a LSU 

Avante Cox WR Wyoming Southern Hllinois 
NateCraig-Myers” WR Auburn Colorado State 
Josh Crawford* RB Vanderbilt 

Trey Creamer DB iowa Hlinois State 
BryceCross DB GeorgiaSouthern Westernillinois 
Naytron Culpepper DB South Florida Alabama State 
Chris Cunningham” TE Virginia Tech Old Dominion 
Tanner Curry OL Saginaw ValleySt. Akron 

Kory Curtis QB  OhioState Bryant 

Danny Dalton” TE PennState Boston College 
KengeraDaniel* LB Kentucky 

Darrion Daniels” DL OklahomaState Nebraska 

Mike Danna® DL  CentralMichigan Michigan 
Dae'lun Darien LB PennState Delaware 
Andrew David* Pp sTcu 

Akile Davis” WR BYU 

LaMarr Davis Jr.” DL Toledo 

Tyler Davis* TE Connecticut Georgia Tech 
TachDavis* OL SouthAlabama North Alabama 
Alex Delton” QB KansasState Tcu 

Samuel Denmark* WR Virginia Tech Coastal Carolina 
Peyton Derrick QB  AppalachianState Wofford 

Micah Dew-Treadway” OL NotreDame Minnesota 
Jeremie Dominique DB Hawaii North Dakota 
Quinten Dormady* QB Houston Central Michigan 
Austin Dorris* TE Indiana Bowling Green 
LouDorsey TE Illinois lowa Western CC 
Derek Dumais* OL Massachusetts 

JacobEason QB Georgia Washington 

‘Alin Edouard” QB UTSA 

Nathan Eldridge” OL Arizona Oregon State 
Justin Ellis DL Syracuse Georgia Southern 
Reynard Ellis LB Furman Georgia Southern 
Noah Ellison WR = OldDominion Wagner 

Rick Ellison* DB NewHampshire USC 

Steven Enis" TE Memphis 

Tobias Enlow WR Arkansas Central Arkansas 
Emmanuel Esukpa* RB Rice BYU 

Mike Evans TE —_Lenoit-Rhyne Appalachian State 
Brandon Feamster* DB Duke Richmond 
Blake Fehrmann LB NewMexico Winois State 
Jonathan Femi-Cole” RB Minnesota 

Charlie Fessler” WR Northwestern Richmond 

Justin Fields QB Georgia Ohio State 

Troy Fields OL Virginia Union South Florida 
Armando Fitz LB SMU 

David Fitzwater TE Tulsa Northwestern State 
Walter Fletcher" RB Edinboro Ball State 
Charlie Flores* OL Columbia SMU 

Tron Folsom” LB Troy 

Scoobie Ford WR GeorgiaSouthern lowaCentralCC 
Miles Fox* OL Old Dominion Wake Forest 
ColeFrahm K Nebraska South Dakota State 
Maaseiah Francis* TE South Alabama 

Benaiah Franklin WR Purdue Northwestern State 
Brailyn Franklin DL PennState Sam Houston State 
DJ. Frost WR AirForce Missouri State 
Keyston Fuller WR Duke Richmond 
Darius Fullwood” DL VirginiaTech William & Mary 
Alex Galland” P Yale San Jose State 
David Gardner* WR  SouthAlabama 

LaytonGarnett LB LSU UTSA 
TristanGebbia QB Nebraska Oregon State 
AlexGellerstedt” OL PennState Virginia 
NickGerber QB Texas Tech West Texas A&M 
Justin Gibbs WR BallState Austin Peay 
James Gilbert” RB BallState Kansas State 
BrysonGodfrey RB CoastalCarolina —_Lenoit-Rhyne 
Rowan Godwin* OL SouthAlabama Vanderbilt 
CamGoode DL Virginia Tech UCF 
TimGordon* DB = Memphis 

Isaiah Graham WR TCU Louisiana Tech 
KylenGranson TE Rice SMU 

Blake Green DL NWMissouriState South Florida 
Daquon Green WR Florida Murray State 
Derek Green OL Oklahoma Vanderbilt 
JonGreenard* LB Louisville Florida 

Vernon Grier” OB NC. State 

Josh Griffen WR = Wagner Buffalo 
NakiaGriffin-Stewart* TE Rutgers Pittsburgh 

Gage Gubrud* QB East. Washington Washington State 


Addison Gumbs Oklahoma Oregon State 
JaRaymond Hall 7 Michigan Central Michigan 
TylerHall OL Arkansas Stephen F. Austin 
Ylijaah Hall OL Baylor Sam Houston State 
Arlington Hambright* OL OklahomaState Colorado 
SeanHammonds Jr.” OL BallState 

JalenHarris* TE Auburn Colorado 
NickHarvey* DB SouthCarolina 

Isaiah Hayes* DB Arizona 

Jordan Hayes” OB Duke UCF 
WillHeffner* 1B BoiseState 

Jake Hendershot TE Illinois State Indiana 

Ben Hicks* QB SMU Arkansas 
Trevon Hill* DL Virginia Tech Miami(Fla.) 
MufiHill-Hunt* DL = MichiganState 

TabariHines* WR = Oregon NC. State 
MikeHinton* DL Columbia Connecticut 
Branden Hohenstein TE Nebraska Abilene Christian 
T.J.Holl® 1B Colgate Louisville 

C.J. Holmes RB Notre Dame Penn State 
BenHolt* LB WesternKentucky Purdue 
JarrettHopple OL Virginia Tech South Florida 
Alex Hornibrook* QB Wisconsin Florida State 
Tristian Houston” RB Texas 

KeonHoward QB Southern Miss Tulane 

Hank Hughes QB TexasA&M Ball State 
Johnny Huntley WR Colorado Liberty 
JalenHurts* QB Alabama Oklahoma 
Kingsley Ifedi QB East Carolina North Carolina A&T 
JoshImatorbhebhe* WR USC 

DaqIrby LB Nevada San Diego 

Jay Irvine” DB Oregon State 

Jonah Jackson” OL Rutgers Ohio State 

Josh Jackson* QB = VirginiaTech Maryland 
LaDedric Jackson LB Tulane Alabama State 
Trishton Jackson WR = MichiganState Syracuse 
GarretJansen” OL lowa 

Sterling Jenkins” OL Penn State Duquesne 

Jacob Jimenez* OL BYU 

TimJohns LB Purdue Southern illinois 
De'Andre Johnson” QB Florida Atlantic 

D.J.Johnson LB Miami(Fla.) Oregon 

Hunter Johnson QB Clemson Northwestern 
Jauntavius Johnson* DL Auburn Colorado 

Juwan Johnson* WR Penn State Oregon 

Isaiah Johnson-Mack WR WashingtonState BowlingGreen 
EvanJones DB illinois Georgia State 
Keandre Jones* LB Ohio State Maryland 
MattJones* OL West Virginia Youngstown State 
Reuben Jones* DL = Michigan 

Spencer Jones WR Liberty Oklahoma 

Willie Jones tl QB TexasState Kilgore JC 
Quincy Jountti RB SacramentoState USC 

Kyle Junior* DL BowlingGreen Oklahoma State 
BrettKean* QB South Florida Charlotte 
ColeKelley QB Arkansas SE Louisiana 
Austin Kendall* Q8 Oklahoma West Virginia 
Tommy Kennedy* OL Butler Miami(Fla.) 
Sihiem King" RB Kentucky 

Christian Kinsley P — KennesawState  SouthCarolina 
Griffin King* WR = Auburn 

JohnKolar* QB OklahomaState — lowa State 
Wick Kopezak RB Marshall Akron 

Eric Kumah* WR Virginia Tech Old Dominion 
Harold Lacy LB Middle Tennessee Kentucky 

Malik Lawal* LB Arizona State 

WadeLees* P Maryland 

TackLesko LB Chattanooga Syracuse 

Nick Leverett’ OL  N.C.Central Rice 

JoshLifson TE Air Force Wofford 

Tyjon Lindsey WR Nebraska Oregon State 
Trey Livingood Il! OL = Marshall Eastern Kentucky 
Alex Locklear* OL Marshall 

Dominik London RB Minnesota North Dakota 
AlecLong LB Memphis Murray State 
DamonLowe LB EasternKentucky Western Kentucky 
SamLoy P Vanderbilt Colorado 

Sione Lund LB Stanford Utah 

Tyler Mabry* TE Buffalo Maryland 

Josh Mack RB Maine Liberty 

Patrick Macon* LB OklahomaState South Florida 
Eric Magwood OL Old Dominion Eastern Kentucky 
Hayden Mahoney” OL Miami (Fla.) Boston College 
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Lionell McConnell 
TJ.MeCoy* 
JordanMcCray* 
Nevone McCrimmon” 
Bishop McDonald 


D'Angelo McKenzie 
TechMcPhearson* 
Keynel McZeal 
AaronMends* 
Bryce Miller 
Jarvis Miller* 
Blake Mitchell 
Keith Mixon” 
Viane Moala 
AyronMonroe” 
Christian Montano” 


Justin Murphy* 


Victor Oluwatimi 


KJ. Osborn* 
Quinn Oseland* 
Jake Ostrowski 
NelaOtukolo” 
Montel Parker 
Antonio Parks* 
Connor Parks 
James Patterson* 
Anthony Payne 
Aubry Payne 
CadePearson 
KylePenniston* 
Richie Petitbon* 
La'Michael Pettway* 
SpencerPerty* 
EanPfeifer® 
Jaelan Phillips 
Kalil Pimpleton 
D'Andre Plantin* 
Brandon Polk” 
KylePorter” 
Ja'VahriPortis 
Michael Poujol* 
Marquies Price” 
TylerPritchett 


Miami (Ohio) 
Utah 

Ohio State 
Illinois 

UTEP 
Arkansas State 
Ohio 

UCF 
Connecticut 
Tennessee 
Auburn 
Airforce 

UTSA 

Oklahoma State 
Liberty 

Florida 

South Alabama 
Toledo 
Minnesota-Duluth 
Michigan 

West Virginia 
Kent State 
Washington State 
Penn State 
Texas A&M 


Utah State 
Miami(Fla.) 


Sam Houston State 
Florida Atlantic 


Duquesne 
Assumption 
Lamar 


Nebraska 


Tulane 

Abilene Christian 
Louisville 

UNLV 


Minnesota 

South Florida 
Washington State 
Youngstown State 
CalPoly 


lowa 
Southeastern (Fla,) South Florida 


PennState 
Mississippi State 
Mississippi State 
Hawaii 

Penn State 

Brown 

San Diego State 
Nicholls 

lowa State 

East. Washington 
Notre Dame 
Arizona 

South Alabama 
Arkansas 

UCLA 
Connecticut 
Middle Tennessee 
Arkansas 

Ball State 

Indiana 
Washington State 
Delaware State 
Western Kentucky 
Mercer 

UCLA 

lowa State 


South Florida 
Air Force 

UCLA 

Buffalo 
Minnesota 
Ball State 
Fresno State 
Texas A&M 
Arizona 

Kent State 
Coastal Carolina 
Kansas State 
Western Carolina 
North Texas 
Wisconsin 
Alabama 
Arkansas 
South Alabama 
Vanderbilt 
UCLA 

Virginia Tech 
Virginia Tech 
Penn State 
Texas 

Urbana 

Texas 

South Florida 
North Carolina 


Massachusetts 
Austin Peay 


Utah 
Tulane 


LSU 

South Dakota 
Oregon State 
Connecticut 


Nicholls 


Louisiana Tech 
Norfolk State 
Missouri 
Vanderbilt 
Southern 


South Florida 

UCF 

Georgia 
Miami(Fla,) 

North Dakota State 
Rice 

Colorado State 


Samford 
Virginia 


Miami(Fla,) 
San Jose State 
Indiana 
Southern Utah 
Texas Southern 
UTSA 

Florida A&M 


Missouri State 
Georgia State 
Kilgore JC 


IMlinois 


Louisville 

Miami (Fla.) 
Central Michigan 
North Texas 


Houston 
Ohio 
SMU 


Jacksonville State 


Marquez Trigg 

0. Tucker 
Chazmyn Turner” 
Jack Tuttle 

Jackson Tyner” 
OgeUdeogu’ 

Nolan Ulizio* 

Tach VanValkenburg* 


Arizona State 
UCLA 

Utah 

UCF 

Tennessee 
Michigan State 
UTSA 

Rice 

Nebraska 
Northern illinois 
Colorado State 
Furman 

Georgia Southern 
UNLY 

USC 

Texas 

North Carolina 
Appalachian State 
Boise State 
Boise State 

NW Missouri State 
Savannah State 
Trinity (Conn,) 
North Carolina 
Tennessee Tech 
UCLA 

Hawaii 

Northern Illinois 
Virginia 

Harvard 

USC 

Fla. International 
Toledo 

Arizona State 


Virginia Tech 
Louisville 
Baylor 

Ohio State 
Rutgers 

Illinois 

SMU 
Cincinnati 
Western Kentucky 
Texas A&M 
UCLA 

Harvard 
Arkansas 
Kansas State 
Notre Dame 
Delaware State 
Cincinnati 
Boise State 
Ole Miss 
Connecticut 
Morehead State 
UNLV 


Army West Point 
South Florida 
Toledo 

Western Kentucky 
lowa State 
Purdue 

Utah 

Rice 

lowa State 
Michigan 
Hillsdale 
Bloomsburg 

Ball State 

South Alabama 
Arizona State 
NC. State 
Washington 
MMinols 

UT Martin 
Western Michigan 


Oklahoma 
SMU 
Louisiana 
Colorado 
Utah State 
Texas A&M 


Kansas State 
NorthwesternState 


Oregon State 
Florida State 
West Florida 
South Carolina 
lowa WesternCC 


Alabama State 


Idaho 

Idaho 

Nebraska 
Georgia Southern 
Boise State 


LSU 


Utah 
Indiana 
UTSA 
Vanderbilt 


Indiana State 


lowa 
Akron 


CoffeyvilleCC 


Tulsa 

lowa Western CC 
Fordham 

Illinois State 
Stephen F. Austin 
Elon 

SE Louisiana 
Arkansas 


Rice 

Western Kentucky 
UTSA 

South Florida 
Washington 


Idaho 


Georgia Southern 
Fresno State 
lowa CentralCC 
Northern llinois 
Jacksonville 
Alabama State 
Connecticut 
Wagner 
Southern 
Southern 
Indiana 


Pittsburgh 
lowa 
South Carolina 


Mississippi State 
South Dakota State 
Charlotte 


Vanderbilt 
Memphis 


COACHES 


FBS COACHING CHANGES 
Ea 
Akron Terry Bowden Tom Arth 
State ScattSattertield Eliah Drinkwitz 
BowlingGreea Mike Jinks Scot Loeffler 
Central Michigan John Bonamego Jim McElwain 
Charlotte BradLambert WillHealy 
Coastal Carolina Joe Moglia Jamey Chadwell 
Colorado Mike Macintyre Mel Tucker 
East Carolina ScottieMontgomery — MikeHouston 
GeorgiaTech Paul Johnson Geoff Collins 
Houston Major Applewhite Dana Holgorsen 
Kansas David Beaty Les Miles 
Kansas State Bill Snyder Chris Klieman 
Liberty Turner Gill Hugh Freeze 
Louisville Bobby Petrino ScottSatterfield 
Maryland Ds Durkin MikeLocksley 
Massachusetts Mark Whipple Walt Bell 
Miami(Fla.) Mark Richt Manny Diaz 
North Carolina Larry Fedora Mack Brown 
Northern Illinois Rod Carey Thomas Hammock 
Ohio State Urban Meyer Ryan Day 
Temple Geoff Collins Rod Carey 
Texas State Everett Withers Jake Spavital 
Texas Tech Kliff Kingsbury Matt Wells 
Troy Neal Brown Chip Lindsey 
Utah State Matt Wells Gary Andersen 
West Virginia Dana Holgorsen Neal Brown 
WesternKentucky Mike Sanford Tyson Helton 
CHANGES 

WillHealy Mark Hudspeth 
Brown Phil Estes JamesPerry 
Bryant James Perry Chris Merritt 
Bucknell Joe Susan Dave Cecchini 
CentralConn. State PeteRossomando Ryan McCarthy 
Charleston Southern Mark Tucker Autry Denson 
Chattanooga Tom Arth Rusty Wright 
Drake Rick Fox Todd Stepsis 
Easternillinois Kim Dameron Adam Cushing 
Elon Curt Cignetti Tony Trisciani 
Howard Mike London Ron Prince 
Jackson State Tony Hughes John Hendrick 
James Madison Mike Houston Curt Cignetti 
Lehigh Andy Coen Tom Gilmore 
Maine Joe Harasymiak Nick Charlton 
McNeese Lance Guidry Sterlin Gilbert 
Morgan State Ernest Jones Tyrone Wheatley 
NorthCarolinaCentral Granville Eastman Trei Oliver 
North Dakota State Chris Klieman Matt Entz 
Northern Arizona Jerome Sovers Chris Ball 
Sacramento State Jody Sears Troy Taylor 
Stephen F. Austin Clint Conque Colby Carthel 
Texas Southern Michael Haywood Clarence McKinney 

Dave Cecchini Landon Fox 
William & Mary Jimmye Laycock Mike London 


Te UIE 


DL Concordia-St. Paul Minnesota 


RB FloridaState 
DL SouthAlabama 


LB Washington 
WR Louisiana Tech 
DB Boise State 
DB Kentucky 

DB Oregon State 
RB Memphis 

WR Tennessee 

RB South Carolina 
LB Illinois State 
LB ArizonaState 
QB NotreDame 
QB Georgia State 
LB UNCPembroke 
TE Tennessee 

OL Minnesota 

DL GeorgiaState 
DL Marist 
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Stephen F. Austin 


lowa WesternCC 
NorthwesternState 
Wisconsin 
Arizona State 
Montana State 
Garden CityCC 
Weber State 
TennesseeState 
Sam Houston State 
Jackson State 
IndependenceCC 


Indiana 
Auburn 
UCF 

Central Conn. St. 
South Carolina 


Georgia 
Stephen F. Austin 
Southem 
Vanderbilt 
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AMERICAN ATHLETIC 
CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 


ar 


PROJECTED 


FINISH 


EAST DIVISION 
UCF 


BOWL PROJECTION: Cotton Bow! 


South Florida 


BOWL PROJECTION: Gasparilla Bow! 


Cincinnati 


BOWL PROJECTION: Boca Raton Bowl 


BOWL PROJECTION: Cure Bowl 


East Carolina 


Connecticut 


1) 
2 ) 
3 ] 
4) Temple 
5] 
6) 


Memphis 


BOWL PROJECTION: Birmingham Bowl 


Houston 


BOWL PROJECTION: Military Bow! 


SMU 


Tulsa 


Navy 


o 
2) 
eines 
eo 
5 | 
6 


RB, Cincinnati 


UCF, 25-1 over its last 26 games, is 
poised for another AAC championship. 


OTHER AAC TEAMS LOOKING 10 
FOLLOW THE UCF BLUEPRINT 


BY ERIC BAILEY 
Tulsa World 


he blueprint of success for non- 
Power Five college football schools 
has been drafted by UCF. 

The Knights have earned respect 
nationally over the past three 
seasons with their dominance in the 
American Athletic Conference and 

with their success overall. 
The AAC has been in existence for six 
years and UCF has won championships 
in four of those seasons (2013, 2014, 2017, 
2018). It’s an amazing run that includes the 
recovery from an 0-12 campaign in 2015. 
Although a 25-game winning streak was 
snapped with a loss to LSU in the Fiesta Bowl 
last season, the parts are in place for another 
AAC championship for coach Josh Heupel. 
Quarterback play is important to be a 
college football power and Heupel has a 
replacement for injured McKenzie Milton. 
Notre Dame graduate transfer Brandon 
Wimbush is on campus and could help the 
UCF offense continue humming this season. 
The Knights’ top AAC competition also 
boasts some of the nation’s top quarterbacks 
in D’Eriq King (Houston), Blake Barnett 


STORIES TO WATCH 


TRENDING 


(South Florida) and Brady White (Memphis). 

King threw for 2,982 yards and rushed for 
674 last season with 50 total touchdowns. 
His evolution will be interesting to watch 
under new Cougars coach Dana Holgorsen, 
who surprised many by moving from West 
Virginia to Houston. 

Memphis will be looking to advance to 
the AAC Championship Game for the third 
consecutive year. There will be plenty of 
new faces, but the expectations remain the 
same for coach Mike Norvell’s program. 

South Florida’s 2018 season spiraled 
downward with a six-game losing streak, but 
the offense could be revitalized by former 
Valdosta State head coach Kerwin Bell. He 
takes over as offensive coordinator and will 
try to match the 52 points per game that his 
Valdosta State team averaged last year. 

The league is more than a four-team 
race, though. Cincinnati will look to build 
off its 11-2 record of last season. Temple 
also strengthens the AAC East following a 
surprise third-place finish in the division. 
East Carolina, under energetic new coach 
Mike Houston, and Connecticut have 
work to do to climb the division ladder. 
Everyone in the AAC West continues to 
chase Memphis and Houston. Tulane and 
SMU made up a little ground last year. Navy 
and Tulsa look to recover from three-win 
seasons. 


Power at the top. UCF continues to 

be the team to beat and is also the 
face of the non-Power Five conferences. 
The Knights will continue to command 
attention and, in turn, bring attention to the 
AAC. 
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2019 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


RATING THE AAC 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Tre Nixon, UCF 
The Ole Miss transfer with 4,38 speed in the 40 has 


by Brian Dohn, 247Sports 2araronr= COMPOSITE the ability to stretch defenses. 
= ate ee nae » BEST HANDS 
< TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR James Proche, WR, SIU 
“ SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS No one in the AAC had more catches (93), receiving 
7) UCF 22 fe) fe) 22 1719.69 yards (1,199) or TD receptions (12) last season. 
© MEMPHIS 22 (0) 0 22 172.40 » BEST PASSING QB 
© smu 19 (0) (0) 7 166.28 D'Eriq King, Houston 
© EASTCAROLINA 22 (e) (0) 18 159.00 The senior threw for an AAC-best 36 touchdowns 
Es) SOUTH FLORIDA 19 fe) fo) 19 158.44 against only six interceptions last season. 
© CINCINNATI 16 ie) 0 15 158.17 » BEST RUNNING QB 
‘® HOUSTON 15 0 0) 14 152.11 Holton Ahlers, East Carolina 
© TULANE 19 fo} fo) 15 143.85 Ahlers proved his dual-threat ability by running for 
© TEMPLE 7 0 0 16 135.22 592 yards in his freshman season. 
® TULSA 21 (e) (0) " 133.88 » MOST ELUSIVE RB 
@ navy 28 0 0) 9 124.39 Greg McCrae, UCF 
—® CONNECTICUT 15 fo) 0 NN 121.63 The junior’s shiftiness allowed him to average 


ALL-AAC 


OFFENSE 

D’Eriq King Sr., Houston 
Michael Warren Il Jr., Cincinnati 
Greg McCrae Jr., UCF 

Jake Brown Sr., UCF 

Jordan Johnson Sr., UCF 

Cole Schneider So., UCF 

Dustin Woodard Sr., Memphis 
Jovahn Fair Sr., Temple 

Mitchell Wilcox Sr., South Florida 
Marquez Stevenson Jr., Houston 
James Proche Sr., SMU 


DEFENSE 

Brendon Hayes Sr., UCF 
Joseph Dorceus Jr., Memphis 
Patrick Johnson Jr., Tulane 
Nate Evans Sr., UCF 

Shaun Bradley Sr., Temple 
Perry Young Sr., Cincinnati 
Bryce Huff Sr., Memphis 
Richie Grant Jr., UCF 

T.J. Carter Jr., Memphis 
James Wiggins Jr., Cincinnati 
Mike Hampton Jr, South Florida 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Jake Verity Sr., East Carolina 
P = James Smith Jr., Cincinnati 


gendeeeeenee 


ON THE RISE 
TEMPLE 


» Temple won eight games last 
season and will be led by quarterback 


Anthony Russo. If the Owls continue to be 
so opportunistic on defense, keep an eye 


on them. 


Dana Holgorsen 


» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


Perhaps the most intriguing thing 
about D’Eriq King’s senior season 
at Houston will be 
how new coach Dana 
Holgorsen uses the 
talented quarterback. 
King has special 
tools as a passer and 
runner. He should flourish under 
Holgorsen, who has mentored NFL 
quarterbacks like Case Keenum, 
Geno Smith and Brandon Weeden. 


ON THE WANE 
p=) EAST CAROLINA 


» The Pirates could continue their 
slide for one more season before building 
things back up under new coach Mike 
Houston, a proven winner at the FCS level 
who won a national championship at 
James Madison. 


The American 


8.9 yards per carry last season, the nation’s best 
among returning players. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Corey Dauphine, 88, Tulane 
The 6-0, 200-pound senior rushed for 785 yards 
last season in the fall and was a member of three 
relay teams at the AAC Track Championships. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Richie Grant, S, UCF 
The Knights’ safety showed a nose for the ball last 
year, coming up with six picks and one recovery. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Cameron Jones, Q8, Cincinnati 
Jones has the frame of an offensive lineman (6-8, 
255 pounds) but he’s joining the Bearcats as a QB. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Shane Buechele, 05, SMU 
The graduate transfer moves from the University of 
Texas to University Park, which is only a Hail Mary 
from his Arlington home. 


HARDEST HITTER 

Trevis Gipson, DE, Tulsa 

The senior can be a force off the edge for the 
Golden Hurricane. He had an AAC-best five forced 
fumbles last season. 


BEST INTERVIEW 

Ken Niumatalolo, head coach, Navy 

Whether things are going good or bad, the 12th- 
year coach of the Middies will keep it real with you. 


» MOST INNOVATIVE COACH 
Dana Holgorsen, |\ead coach, Houston 
From Texas Tech to West Virginia, the “Air Raid” 
guru has shown that his offense works. 


COORDINATOR TO WATCH 

Kerwin Bell, OC, South Florida 

The former Florida QB begins his first season in 
Tampa after coaching Valdosta State to a Division 2 
national title while averaging 52 points per game. 
HOTTEST SEAT 

Randy Edsall, Connecticut 

UConn is coming off a 1-11 campaign. With four 
wins the past two years, how patient can fans be? 


» BEST FACILITIES 
UCF 
The football facility at UCF Athletics Village 
continues to set the standard in the AAC. 


» TOP SCHOLARS 
Travis Brannan, SB, Navy 
The senior slotback and Ocean Engineering major 
has a 4.0 GPA and plans to pursue naval aviation. 


ha 


a 


Athletic Conference went 8-15 
against Power Five conference schools 
last season. More success would allow 
an argument for insertion into the 
power leagues. 


(Houston) and Rod Carey (Temple) 
look to maintain the momentum built at 
their new schools, while Mike Houston 
seeks to erase memories of the Scottie 
Montgomery Era (9-27) at ECU. 


BEST TWEETER 

#HTownTakeover (@UHCougarFB) 

It’s always a fun ride to see what's going on in 
Houston (and now add Dana Holgorsen to the mix). 


- 
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AMERICAN ATHLETIC 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Josh Heupel 
Second year (12-1) 


CAREER RECORD: 12-1 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Josh Heupel (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Randy Shannon (second year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Spectrum Stadium 
CAPACITY: 44,206 
TICKETS: 407-UCF-1000 
SITE: Orlando 

WEBSITE: ucfknights.com 
TWITTER: @UCF Football 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A.29 Florida A&M 

S.7 @Florida Atlantic 
S14 Stanford 

$21 @Pittsburgh 
$.28 Connecticut 
04  @Cincinnati 
O19 East Carolina 
0.26 @Temple 

N.2. Houston 

N8  @Tulsa 

N23 @Tulane 

N.29 South Florida 


2018 RESULTS: 12-1 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
4.30 @Connecticut 56-17 
S.8 South Carolina St. 38-0 
S.21__ Florida Atlantic 56-36 
$.29 Pittsburgh 45-14 
06 SMU 48-20 
0.13 @Memphis 31-30 
0.20 @East Carolina 37-10 
N.1 Temple 52-40 
N10 Navy 35-24 
N1?_ Cincinnati 38-13 
N.23. @South Florida 38-10 
D.1 | Memphis* 56-41 
STE TT 32-40 
*AAC Championship Game 
**Fiesta Bowl 


S Richie Grant 9 


The Knights continue to be the face 
of American Athletic Conference 
football. 
In fact, UCF not only carries 
the weight of the AAC, they are 
shouldering the banner for all non- 
Power Five college football schools. 
The Knights have won four AAC 
championships in the first six years 
of the league (2013, 2014, 2017, 2018). 
They have been unbeaten in conference 
play over the past two seasons and saw their 
25-game winning streak snapped with a 
loss to LSU in the Fiesta Bowl. 

Josh Heupel was under the 
microscope last season. As a first- 
year head coach taking over for 
Nebraska-bound Scott Frost, the 
former Oklahoma and Missouri 
offensive coordinator guided 
the Knights back up the Top 25 
rankings. 

What’s it like to compare 
Heupel’s arrival in 2018 to beginning 
preparations for Year Two? 


sree! 6 Saale 
2019 NATIONAL RANK 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
S Richie Grant 


The Knights’ face on defense had only two 
FBS scholarship offers coming out of high 
school: UCF and Georgia State. When the 
6-0, 194-pound junior is not making tackles 
(including a team-high 109 last season), he’s 
causing havoc for opposing teams. He had six 
interceptions and recovered a fumble last year. 


“] think it’s night and day for 
a lot of reasons,” Heupel says. 
“Since we got back in January 
(2019), just the buy-in and the 
trust from our players. Believing 
in the communication process 
and what we're trying to get 
accomplished. For them, I think 
it’s less stressful as well because 
they understand the expectations. 
They understand what’s going to 
happen on a daily basis every day they walk 


HEUPEL: JOHN RADUX / AP- GRANT: JOHN RAOUX / AP 
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into the building.” 

All eyes will be on the quarterback position. 

The Knights have hoped for the best-the return of 
quarterback McKenzie Milton following a devastating knee 
injury last season—but have also prepared for the worst. 

Notre Dame graduate Brandon Wimbush transferred to 
UCF and spent the spring in a quarterback battle with Darriel 
Mack Jr., who took over after Milton was injured in the 
Knights’ regular-season finale. 

How important was it to bring in a transfer quarterback 
before spring drills began? 

“With (Milton) being down, not having an entrenched 
starter, I think was appealing to Wimbush,” Heupel says. 
“When we talked to him, his experience was something 
that we were able to watch and see him. His physical skillset 
fits some of the things that we want to do. He wanted an 
opportunity to have an open quarterback battle-come in and 
compete and go win a job. He’s handled himself in a great way 
since he got here on campus. He’s earned the respect of the 
guys around him, on both sides of the football, offensively and 
defensively.” 

While Heupel was Oklahoma’s offensive coordinator, the 
Sooners ran the ball effectively. During his last season in 
Norman, the coach called a game that allowed Samaje Perine 
to rush for a NCAA-record 427 yards against Kansas. 

The Knights featured a potent ground game last year with 
Greg McCrae (1,182 rushing yards, 10 TDs, 8.9 yards per carry) 
and Adrian Killins Jr. (715 yards, 4 TDs), Killins also added 19 
catches for 377 yards. 

Three of UCF’s top four receivers return in Gabriel Davis 
(53 catches, 815 yards, 7 TDs), Tre Nixon (40 catches, 562 
yards) and Marlon Williams (18, 234). 

The defense’s finish left a sour taste in the mouth. In the 
AAC Championship Game win over Memphis and the Fiesta 
Bowl loss to LSU, the Knights allowed 41 and 40 points, 
respectively. 

Safety Richie Grant will be the defense’s anchor. He 
finished with a team-high 109 tackles and came up with six 
interceptions last season. Linebacker Nate Evans had 99 stops 
and added 10.0 tackles for loss. 

Cornerbacks Nevelle Clarke (46 tackles) and Brandon 
Moore (43) will try to lock down opposing receivers. 

“] like the accountability that’s in that (defensive) room and 
how they’re accepting of coaching right now,” Heupel says. “I 
think that will lend itself to us continuing to make a bunch of 
strides at that position.” 


2aysrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES ora 
1 Tre’Mon Morris-Brash, © 9» 
2 KeenanHester, ~ 9” 
3 DallazCorbitt, = 9» 


Coach Josh Heupel 
and his staff pulled in 
another tremendous 
class after another 
undefeated regular 
season, and it led to the top group in the AAC and the No. 
57 overall, according to the 247Sports Composite. There 
are no two-stars in the class, which is ranked higher than 10 
schools in the Power Five ranks. The Knights signed the No. 
27 quarterback in Dillon Gabriel and the No. 9 junior-college 
defensive end in Jalen Pinkney. The graduate-transfer 
market was also really good for UCF as former Notre Dame 
quarterback Brandon Wimbush and former Virginia Tech 
signees Cam Goode (defensive tackle) and Rico Kearney 
(inside linebacker) all picked the Knights. 


RB Greg McCrae 


RETURNING 

STAT LEADERS 

PASSING 

McKenzie Milton 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-nt Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
10 161.0 | 171-289-6 59.2 2663 25) 266.3 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Greg McCrae 13133) 1182 89 10! 90.9 


“/RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Gabriel Davis 13/53 815 15.417) 627 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Richie Grant 13, 69 40° 109 
“SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Brendon Hayes 3 3.0 20 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
RichieGrant 6 40 67 O 


2018 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC MIL OPP 


SCORING 562 295 
Points Per Game 43,2 22.7 
FIRSTDOWNS 347 307 
Rushing 114 160 
Passing 141 122 
Penalty 32 25 


RUSHING YARDAGE 3448 2890 
Yards gained rushing 3696 3223 


Yards lost rushing 248 333 
Rushing Attempts 594 618 
Average Per Rush 5.8 47 
Average Per Game 265.2 222.3 
TDs Rushing 43 17 
PASSING YARDAGE 347 27: 
Comp-Att-int 224-392-7 229-413-14 
Average Per Pass 8.5 Wi 
Average Per Catch 14.9 12.0 
Average Per Game 257,5 211.4 
TDs Passing 29 16 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6795 9638 
Total Plays 986 1031 
Average Per Play 6.9 9.5 


Average Per Game §22.7 433.7 


KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 27-489 52-1038 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 20-190 13-124 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS = 14-227 7-65 
KICK RETURNAVG. 18.1 20.0 
PUNTRETURNAVG, 9.5 9.5. 
INTRETURNAVG. 16.2 9.3 
FUMBLES-LOST 16-7 19-14 
PENALTIES-YARDS 97-848 104-965 
Average Per Game 65,2 74,2 
PUNTS-YARDS 47-2042 60-2676 
Average Per Punt 43.4 44.6 
Net punt average 39.5 40.4 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME = 25;25 34:35 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 88/175. 90/215 
3rd-Down Pct 50% 42% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 12/20 13/30 
Ath-Down Pet 60% 43% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 29-169 19-130. 
MISC. YARDS 17 0 
TDSSCORED 75 35 
FG-ATTEMPTS 12414 18-24 
ATTENDANCE 352148 150697 
Games/AvgPerGame 8/44018 4/37674 
Neutral Site Games 1/57246 


147 150 125 140 O 562 


Opponent 94 91 43 67 O 295 


5- YEAR RECORD 40-24 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 


QB 


Brandon Wimbush (6-1, 226, Sr.) 
Darriel Mack Jr. (6-3, 230, So.) 


RB  GregMcCrae(5-10, 175, Jr.) 
Adrian Killins Jr.* (5-8, 164, Sr.) 
LT Trevor Elbert (6-5, 312, Sr.) 
Josh McMullen (6-5, 290, Sr.) 
LG Samuel Jackson (6-6, 335, So.) 
Parker Boudreaux (6-4, 301, Jr.) 
© = JordanJohnson* (6-2, 320, Sr.) 
Cole Schneider* (6-4, 312, So.) 
RO ColeSchneider* (6-4, 312, So.) 
Parker Boudreaux (6-4, 301, Jr.) 
RT Jake Brown* (6-3, 305, Sr.) 
Josh McMullen (6-5, 290, Sr.) 
TE Jake Hescock (6-7, 252, Jr.) 
Jonathon MacCollister (6-3, 247, So.) 
WR Gabriel Davis* (6-3, 212, Jr.) 
Ke'von Ahmad (6-0, 195, Fr.) 
WR Marlon Williams (6-0, 222, Jr.) 
Otis Anderson* (5-11, 174, Jr.) 
WR TreNixon’* (6-2, 180, Jr.) 
Jacob Harris (6-5, 211, Sr.) 
DEFENSE 
DE BrendonHayes* (6-3, 293, Sr.) 
Stephon Zayas (6-6, 235, So.) 
DT MasonCholewa (6-7, 280, So.) 
Tyrese Black (6-5, 290, Fr.) 
DT Kenny Turnier (6-4, 260, Jr.) 
Anthony Montalvo (6-3, 283, So.) 
DE Randy Charlton (6-3, 258, So.) 
Stephon Zayas (6-6, 235, So.) 
Nate Evans* (6-1, 241, Sr.) 
Eric Mitchell (6-2, 238, Jr.) 
Eriq Gilyard (5-11, 228, So.) 
Shawn Burgess-Becker (6-2, 224, Sr.) 
NB Jermaine MeMillian (6-2, 195, Fr.) 
Aaron Robinson (6-1, 193, Jr.) 
CB NevelleClarke* (6-1, 187, Sr.) 
Zamari Maxwell (6-1, 175, So.) 
CB Brandon Moore’ (6-0, 186, Jr.) 
Trey Green (6-0, 175, Fr.) 
s Antwan Collier (6-3, 195, Jr.) 
Derek Gainous (6-0, 183, So.) 
$S _RichieGrant* (6-0, 194, Jr.) 
Derek Gainous (6-0, 183, So.) 
SPECIALISTS 
K —_ DylanBarnas (5-8, 175, Sr.) 
Ps AlanKervin (6-1, 185, Fr.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH'’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 19 


000 


AMERICAN ATHLETIC 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Charlie Strong 
Third year (17-8) 


CAREER RECORD: 70-45 
STAFE 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kerwin Bell (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Jean-Mary (third year) 


STADIUM: Raymond James 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 65,618 
TICKETS: 800-GO-BULLS 
SITE: Tampa 

WEBSITE: gousfbulls.com 
TWITTER: @USFFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.30 Wisconsin 

S.7 @Georgia Tech 
$14 South Carolina State 
$.28 SMU 

OS @Connecticut 
O12. BYU 

O19 @Navy 

0.26 @East Carolina 
N72 Temple 

N16 Cincinnati 
N.23. Memphis 

N.29. @UCF 


2018 RESULTS: 7-6 


S11 Elon 34-14 
S8 Georgia Tech 49-38 
S15 @lllinois* 25-19 
$.22 East Carolina 20-13 
0.6 @Massachusetts 58-42 
012 @Tulsa 25-24 
0.20 Connecticut 38-30 
0.27 @Houston 36-57 
N.3 Tulane 15-41 
N1O @Cincinnati 23-35 
N17. @Temple 17-27 
N.23. UCF 10-38 
D.20_Marshall** 20-38 
*Chicago, IL 


“*Gasparilla Bowl 


TOUTE FLORIDA 


BULLS 


This will be a barometer year for South Florida football. 
The program had won 28 of 32 games heading into 
the midpoint of the 2018 campaign. Then the wheels 
completely fell off as the Bulls dropped their final six 
games, including a Gasparilla Bowl appearance. 
Charlie Strong enters his third year as head coach in 
Tampa. He understands the importance of this season to return 
as a force in the American Athletic Conference. 

Plenty of tools remain to turn things around this fall at USF, 
and the offense will be led by a new coordinator, Kerwin Bell, 
who guided Valdosta State to a Division 2 title with the nation’s 
top scoring offense (52.0 points per game) as head coach there. 

Quarterback Blake Barnett started 10 games last year and 
totaled 20 touchdowns (12 passing, 8 rushing). His 2,710 passing 
yards from 2018 rank fifth on the school’s single-season passing 
chart. He’ll have returning running backs Jordan Cronkrite (1,121 
rushing yards, 9 TDs) and Johnny Ford (787, 8) to hand the ball 
to. 
Mitchell Wilcox gave serious consideration to the NFL Draft, 
but the first-team All-AAC tight end returns as Barnett’s favorite 
target. He set school records with 43 receptions for 540 yards 
last season. Another throwing option is wide receiver Randall 
St. Felix (679 receiving yards), who averaged 20.6 yards per 
catch in 2018 and has the ability to stretch defenses. 

Four of five starters return on the offensive line. 

The Bulls’ defense must improve after allowing 446.6 yards 
per game. Strong is hopeful that returning senior Greg Reaves to 
his natural end spot after he shifted to linebacker last year will 
give the unit some added juice. 

Cornerback Mike Hampton also will be leaned on for 
guidance. The junior was ninth nationally with 18 passes 
defended last season. He also had 43 tackles and two 
interceptions. 

The team will welcome back linebacker Nico Sawtelle, who 
missed seven games with a neck/shoulder injury. He was 
leading USF with 7.5 tackles for loss before he went down, 
which coincided with the team’s losing skid. 

Safety Nick Roberts had 72 tackles and three interceptions 
last season, and defensive end Kirk Livingstone led the Bulls 
with 10.0 tackles for loss last season. 


5-YEAR RECORD 40-23 


4-8 8-5 11-2 10-2 7-6 
2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 
CT: Conference Title - BG: Bowl Game 
2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Blake Barnett* (6-5, 217, Sr.) 

RB  JordanCronkrite* (5-11, 207, Sr.) 
LT Donovan Jennings (6-5, 322, So.) 
LG Demetris Harris* (6-3, 318, So.) 
C _BradCecil* (6-4, 290, So.) 

RG William Atterbury* (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
RT MarcusNorman* (6-6, 301, Sr.) 
TE Mitchell Wilcox* (6-5, 245, Sr.) 
WR Stanley Clerveaux’ (6-3, 224, Sr.) 
WR  Jernard Phillips (5-10, 167, Jr.) 
WR Randall St. Felix* (6-2, 205, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE GregReaves* (6-2, 248, Si.) 
DT  KevinKegler* (6-2, 284, Jr.) 
DT Kelvin Pinkney Jr. (6-3, 288, Jr.) 
DE KirkLivingstone* (6-4, 263, Sr.) 
LB NicoSawtelle* (6-2, 222, Sr.) 
LB DwayneBoyles Jr. (6-3, 210, So.) 
CB MikeHampton* (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
©B Eugene Bowman (6-0, 169, Fr.) 
NB Vincent Davis (5-11, 178, So.) 
FS MekhiLaPointe (6-2, 190, So.) 
SS Nick Roberts* (5-11, 193, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Coby Weiss* (5-9, 160, Jr.) 
P Trent Schneider* (6-0, 197, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
Say srorrs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES einai 


1 McArthur Burnett, C8 3» 
2 Jahquez Evans, 5 3 
3 Darius Williams, .% 5» 


Coach Charlie Strong can 
get immediate help in the 
secondary with three-star 
McArthur Burnett, who is 
the highest rated player in 
the class. The No. 5 junior- 
college cornerback enrolled 
in January and will challenge 
for playing time. Strong and 
his staff stayed home mostly, 
with almost all of their high 
school signees being in-state 
prospects. One-time TCU 
commit Jason Vaughn will 
bring speed from defensive 
end. 
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2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


STRONG: JOHN MINCHILLO / AP: BARNETT: JIM YOUNG / AP 


@ CINCINNATI BEARCATS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Luke Fickell 
Third year (15-10) 


CAREER RECORD: 21-17 
STAFE 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Denbrock (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Marcus Freeman (third year) 


STADIUM: Nippert Stadium 
CAPACITY: 40,000 
TICKETS: 877-CATS-TIX 
SITE: Cincinnati 

WEBSITE: gobearcats.com 
TWITTER: @GoBearcatsFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 2018 RESULT 


A.29 UCLA 26-17 
87 @Ohio State 

5.14 Miami (Ohio) 21-0 
S.28 @Marshall 

O4 UCF 13-38 
012 @Houston 

O19 Tulsa 

N.2 @East Carolina 56-6 
N.Q Connecticut 49-7 
N16 @South Florida 35-23 
N.23 Temple 17-24* 


N29 @Memphis 
2018 Record: 11-2 | *OT 


Beat Virginia Tech 35-31 inthe 
Military Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Desmond Ridder* (6-4, 212, So.) 
RB Michael Warren Il* (5-1, 218, Jr.) 
LT Vincent McConnell (6-5, 280, So.) 
LG ZachBycznski (6-4, 303, Jr.) 

© _JakariRobinson* (6-0, 295, So.) 
RG MorganJames* (6-5, 320, Sr.) 
RT Chris Ferguson’ (6-5, 308, Sr.) 
TE Josiah Deguara* (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
WR TrentCloud (6-0, 195, So.) 

WR Thomas Geddis* (6-2, 185, Sr.) 
WR Rashad Medaris* (5-11, 177, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

Michael Pitts* (6-4, 255, Jr.) 
Curtis Brooks (6-2, 285, Jr.) 
Marcus Brown (6-2, 304, Jr.) 
Malik Vann (6-4, 263, So.) 
Jarell White* (5-10, 210, Jr.) 
Bryan Wright? (6-3, 240, Sr) 
Perry Young* (5-11, 220, Sr.) 
Coby Bryant* (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
Cam Jefferies* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
James Wiggins* (6-0, 202, Jr.) 
Darrick Forrest* (6-0, 200, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Cole Smith* (5-11, 187, So.) 
P James Smith (6-5, 225, Jr) 


*wcREEERSS98 


‘Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Cincinnati partied like it 
was 2008 last season. 
The Bearcats 
expected improvement 
but took a large leap with an 
11-2 campaign, matching an 
11-win season in 2008. 

The Military Bowl 
champions look to continue 
moving forward in Luke 
Fickell’s third season at UC. 
The head coach has plenty 
of talent to work with, as 
more than 85 percent of 
the roster returns from last 
year’s No. 24 team in the 
final Associated Press poll. 

The offense will be built 
around Desmond Ridder, the 
reigning American Athletic 
Conference Rookie of the 
Year. Ridder threw for 2,445 
yards and 20 touchdowns 
last season. He added 583 
rushing yards, which ranked 
second on the team. 

Michael Warren II will 
join Ridder in the backfield. 
The running back rushed 
for 1,329 yards and 19 
touchdowns in 2018. Tavion 
Thomas had 499 rushing 
yards, and the Bearcats get 
Gerrid Doaks back after he 
missed last season with an 
injury. He was UC’s leading 
rusher in 2017. 

A go-to wide receiver 
must be found. Rashad 
Medaris is the early 
candidate after averaging 
18.2 yards per catch on 26 
receptions last year. 

A defense that only 
allowed a league-low 17.2 
points per game must reload 
on the line. The Bearcats 
do return linebacker Jarell 
White (58 tackles) and 
safety James Wiggins, who 
led the team with four 
interceptions. 

The 2019 season’s 
tone will be set in the first 
two weeks, UCLA visits 
Cincinnati in the season 
opener. In Week Two, the 
Bearcats travel to Ohio 
State, where Fickell played 
between 1993-96 and spent 
15 years as an assistant 
coach. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Rod Carey 

First year 

CAREER RECORD: 52-30 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Uremovich (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Jeff Knowles (first year) 
Francis Brown (first year) 


STADIUM: Lincoln Financial Field 
CAPACITY: 68,532 

TICKETS: 215-204-8499 

SITE: Philadelphia 

WEBSITE: owlsports.com 
TWITTER: @Temple_FB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


43) Bucknell 


S14 Maryland 35-14 
$21 @Buffalo 29-36 
5.28 Georgia Tech 

0.3 @East Carolina 49-6 
012 Memphis 

019 @SMU 

0.26 UCF 40-52 
N7_ @South Florida 27-17 
N16 Tulane 

N.23 @Cincinnati 24-17* 
N30 Connecticut 57-7 


2018 Record: 8-5 | *OT 


Lost to Duke 56-27 inthe 
Independence Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Anthony Russo* (6-4, 230, Jr.) 
RB Jager Gardner (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
Isaac Moore (6-7, 305, So.) 
Jovahn Fair* (6-2, 300, Sr.) 
Matt Hennessy* (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
Vincent Picozzi* (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
Adam Klein‘ (6-5, 264, So.) 
Kenny Yeboah (6-5, 230, Jr.) 
Isaiah Wright* (6-2, 220, Sr.) 
Randle Jones (5-0, 185, Sr.) 
Branden Mack* (6-5, 215, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE DanaLevine’ (6-4, 230, Sr.) 
NT KaramoDioubate (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
DY DanArchibong* (6-6, 285, Jr.) 
BE Quincy Roche (6-4, 235, Jr.) 
LB Chapelle Russell* (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
LB ShaunBradley* (6-1, 225, Sr.) 
L8 SamFranklin* (6-3, 210, Sr.) 
CB Linwood Crump* (6-0, 175, Sr.) 
CB KimereBrown (6-0, 175, Jr.) 
FS Keyvone Bruton (5-11, 205, Jr.) 
SS Benny Walls* (6-1, 210, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Will Mobley* (5-8, 160, So.) 
P Max Cavallucci (6-1, 180, So.) 


Bea" RGCSS 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 24 


@ TEMPLE OWLS 


Temple is looking to carry 
momentum gained from last 
year’s eight-win season. 

The Owls will be led by 
anew head coach. Rod Carey 
moved over from Northern 
Illinois and takes over for 
outgoing coach Geoff Collins, who 
left for Georgia Tech. 

He inherits a strong roster on 
both sides of the football. 

The Owls’ offense will be 
guided by junior quarterback 
Anthony Russo, who took over 
under center in the third week 
of last season and led Temple 
to seven more wins as a starter. 
Russo threw for 2,563 yards and 
14 touchdowns, Ball security will 
be a must, however, as he also 
threw 14 interceptions. 

New offensive coordinator 
Mike Uremovich will be looking 
to generate a rushing game 
with Jager Gardner, who is the 
most experienced running back 
returning with 253 yards last 
season. Wide receiver Isaiah 
Wright is the team’s top returning 
playmaker after leading the Owls 
with 1,574 all-purpose yards and 
scoring in four different ways 
(receiving, rushing, kick return, 
punt return) for the second 
straight season. 

New defensive coordinators 
Jeff Knowles and Francis Brown 
will look to build on a Temple 
defense that ranked first 
nationally with eight defensive 
touchdowns. The Owls were an 
opportunistic group, forcing 18 
interceptions and recovering 13 
fumbles. 

Defensive end Quincy Roche 
had 57 tackles and 6.0 sacks last 
season, while Zack Mesday added 
33 tackles and 4.0 sacks from the 
other end spot. 

Linebacker is one of the 
deepest and most experienced 
positions on the roster. Senior 
Shaun Bradley made 78 tackles 
last season, while Sam Franklin 
added 63 tackles and 3.0 sacks. 
Chapelle Russell had 70 stops and 
led the nation with five fumble 
recoveries. 

Senior Benny Walls is the 
leader in the secondary after 
coming up with 46 tackles and 
three interceptions last season, 


000 


AMERICAN ATHLETIC 


EAGT CAROLINA PIRATES € CONNECTICUT HUSKIES 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COAGH: 

Mike Houston 
First year 

CAREER RECORD: 80-25 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Donnie Kirkpatrick (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bob Trott (first year) 


STADIUM: Dowdly-Ficklen 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 50,000 
TICKETS: 252-737-4500 
SITE: Greenville, N.C. 
WEBSITE: ecupirates.com 
TWITTER: @ECUPiratesFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 

A3l @N.C. State 3-58 
57 Gardner-Webb 

S14 @Navy 

S.21_ William & Mary 

$.28  @Old Dominion 37-35 


O03 Temple 6-49 
O19 @UCF 10-37 
0.26 South Florida 13-20 
N.2. Cincinnati 6-56 
N.9 @SMU 

N23 @Connecticut 55-21 
N.3O Tulsa 


2018 Record; 3-9 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Holton Ahlers* (6-3, 236, So.) 
RB Darius Pinnix (6-0, 227, Jr.) 
D’Ante Smith* (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
Cortez Herrin* (6-3, 328, Sr.) 
Peyton Winstead’ (6-3, 287, So.) 
Fernando Frye* (6-3, 286, Sr.) 
Matt Morgan (6-5, 288, So.) 
Anthony Watley (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
Tahj Deans (6-2, 184, Jr.) 

Tyler Snead (5-7, 166, Fr.) 
Deondre Farrier* (6-1, 184, Sr.) 


FENSE 
Kendall Futrell* (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
Alex Turner* (6-2, 293, Sr.) 
Jalen Price* (6-2, 297, Sr.) 
Chance Purvis (6-4, 232, Jr.) 
Bruce Bivens* (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
Aaron Ramseur* (6-1, 206, Jr.) 
Colby Gore’ (5-11, 173, Sr.) 
Michael Witherspoon (6-1, 194, Sr.) 
Nolan Johnson (6-2, 196, So.) 
Davondre Robinson* (6-0, 201, Jr.) 
Daniel Charles (6-1, 180, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Sake Verity* (6-1, 185, Sr.) 
P Jonn Young* (6-0, 200, Jr.) 


$39035°55 
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*Raturning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


East Carolina will try to 
rejuvenate its football 
program with a new coach 
this season. 

Mike Houston hopes to bring his 
past success from James Madison— 
where he won an FCS national 
championship and compiled a 
37-6 record over the previous 
three seasons—to eastern North 
Carolina. To recreate that winning 
atmosphere, he brought almost his 
entire staff from JMU to Greenville, 
including both coordinators. 

Houston takes over a Pirates 
program that’s gone 14-34 over 
the past four years, including 
three consecutive 3-9 marks under 
Houston’s predecessor, Scottie 
Montgomery. 

The Pirates will have building 
blocks on both sides of the ball 
with multiple players returning. 

Offensive coordinator Donnie 
Kirkpatrick will try to improve an 
offense that only scored 22.8 points 
per game last season. 

Holton Ahlers, a big, athletic, 
Tim Tebow-type quarterback, 
threw for 1,785 yards and a dozen 
touchdowns against only three 
interceptions as a true freshman in 
2018. He also ran for a team-best 
592 yards and six more scores. 

He'll direct an offense that 
includes a playmaker in senior 
wide receiver Deondre Farrier, 
who had 30 catches for 372 yards 
last season, and a 5-7 spark plug 
in tailback-turned-slot receiver 
Tyler Snead. A new running back 
will need to emerge. Junior Darius 
Pinnix was the leader for that job 
coming out of spring practice, but 
senior Hussein Howe should also 
see plenty of carries. 

Defensive coordinator Bob Trott 
returns experience but will have 
to improve a unit that allowed 37.3 
points per game last season, 

Free safety Davondre Robinson 
is the team’s top returning 
tackler after registering 77 stops 
last season. He’s joined in the 
secondary by cornerback Colby 
Gore, who had one of the Pirates’ 
four interceptions last season. 

Aaron Ramseur (66 tackles) 
and Bruce Bivens (61) anchor the 
linebackers, while Jalen Price, Alex 
Turner and Kendall Futrell will try 
to provide pressure up front. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Randy Edsall 
15th year (78-90) 


CAREER RECORD: 100-124 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Frank Giufre (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Lou Spanos (first year) 

TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: Rentschler Field 
CAPACITY: 40,000 

TICKETS: 877-AT-UCONN 
SITE: Storrs, Conn. 

WEBSITE: uconnhuskies.com 
TWITTER: @UConnFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.29 Wagner 

S? Mlinois 

S21 @lndiana 

S.28 @UCF 17-56 
O5 South Florida 30-38 
O12 @Tulane 

O19 Houston 

O26 @Massachusetts 17-22 
Ni Navy 

NS  @Cincinnati 7-49 
N23 East Carolina 21-55 
N.30 @Temple 7-57 


2018 Record: 1-11 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Marvin Washington (6-1, 202, So.) 
RB Kevin Mensah’ (5-9, 197, Jr.) 

LY RyanVanDemark* (6-6, 282, Jr.) 
LO CamDeGeorge* (6-4, 290, Jr.) 

© Stanley Hubbard Iti (6-3, 292, So.) 
RG NinoLeone* (6-4, 310, Jr.) 

RY Matt Peart* (6-5, 300, Sr.) 

TE JayRose (6-3, 242, Jr.) 

WR Cameron Hairston (6-2, 175, So.) 
WR Garrison Burnett (5-10, 179, So.) 
WR KeyionDixon* (6-3, 190, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DL Jonathan Pace* (6-5, 260, So.) 
DL Travis Jones* (6-4, 350, So.) 
DL Caleb Thomas* (6-0, 280, So.) 
LB EliThomas (6-1, 220, Sr.) 

LB EddieHahn* (6-3, 214, Jr.) 

LB T.J.Gardner (6-2, 236, So.) 
NB lanSwenson* (6-1, 197, So.) 
CB TahjHerring-Wilson* (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
CB RyanCarroll* (6-1, 180, So.) 

S Tyler Coyle* (6-1, 205, Jr.) 

S Omar Fortt* (6-0, 190, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
® Clayton Harris (6-0, 170, Fr.) 
P Luke Magliozzi* (6-3, 210, So.) 


‘Raturning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


There is only one 
direction that UConn 
football can go these 
days. That is up. 

The Huskies had a 
defense that plummeted 
to historic lows last season. 
The offense struggled to 
put points on the board, 
which also led to a one-win 
season and winless journey 
through the American 
Athletic Conference. 

Coach Randy Edsall 
hired new coordinators 
in Frank Giufre (offense) 
and Lou Spanos (defense) 
in an effort to improve 
things in Storrs. Giufre was 
promoted from his previous 
role as offensive line coach. 

Marvin Washington 
emerged from spring 
as the quarterback 
to beat, holding off 
redshirt freshman Steven 
Krajewski. The six 
scholarship running backs 
he’ll have to work with 
include Kevin Mensah, 
who rushed for 1,045 yards 
and six touchdowns a year 
ago. 
Playmakers will have to 
emerge at wide receiver. 
The top returner there is 
Keyion Dixon, who had 
ll catches for 147 yards in 
2018. 

Most of the team’s top 
tacklers return froma 
defense that allowed 617.4 
yards per game, 8.81 yards 
per play and 50.4 points 
per game. While the players 
gained experience last 
season, they will remain 
young. 

Spanos served on Nick 
Saban’s staff at Alabama as 
a defensive analyst before 
accepting the Herculean 
challenge to rebuild a unit 
that allowed seven of eight 
AAC opponents to score at 
least 49 points. 

Safety Tyler Coyle is back 
after recording a team-high 
107 stops last season. He’ll 
be helped by Omar Fortt 
(76 tackles), Oneil Robinson 
(64) and Eddie Hahn (59). 


2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


NORVELL: JOHN RAOUX / AP: WHITE: MARK ZALESKI / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 45-21 
CrBG 8G BG 86 8G 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB Brady White* (6-3, 205, Jr.) 
Patrick Taylor Jr. (6-3, 223, Sr.) 
LY = ObinnaEze (6-8, 315, So.) 

LO Dylan Parham* (6-3, 256, So.) 
Isaac Ellis (6-2, 235, Fr.) 
Dustin Woodard? (6-2, 285, Sr.) 
Scottie Dill (6-7, 295, Sr.) 

Joey Magnifico* (6-4, 235, Sr.) 
Pop Williams* (5-9, 172, Sr.) 
Damonte Coxie* (6-3, 200, Jr.) 
Kedarian Jones (6-1, 190, Sr.) 


FENSE 

Keith Brigham (6-3, 270, Sr.) 
O'Bryan Goodson* (6-1, 300, Jr.) 
Jonathan Wilson* (6-3, 280, Sr.) 
Bryce Huff* (6-3, 245, Sr.) 

Tim Hart (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
JJRussell* (6-1, 210, Jr.) 

Austin Hall* (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
T.J.Carter* (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
Jacobi Francis (5-10, 175, Jr.) 
Tyrez Lindsey* (6-2, 205, Jr.) 
Josh Perry* (6-2, 205, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K __RileyPatterson* (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
P Adam Williams* (6-5, 230, Jr.) 


*°OSSEEEES4R9 s85n58° 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


2<y'sPORTS. 


RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Cole Mashburn, © 3» 
2 Jalil Clemons, 9© 3% 

3 Ja'LenSims, \= 3* 


Coach Mike Norvell 
parlayed a second straight 
berth in the conference title 
game into an impressive 
class ranked second in the 
AAC, which was a big climb 
from the previous season's 
sixth-place finish in the 
rankings. The Tigers were 
No. 66 overall, according to 
the 247Sports Composite, 
and the class is led by a 
trio of defensive ends: Cole 
Mashburn (No. 36 strongside 
end), Everitt Cunningham 
(No. 10) and Wardalis 
Ducksworth (No. 11 junior- 
college weakside end). 


MEM 


TIGERS = - 
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QB Brady White 


On paper, it looks like it could be an uphill climb for 
Memphis. 

The Tigers will welcome seven new assistant coaches, 
including two new coordinators. Several key players need 
to be replaced, including All-America running back Darrell 
Henderson. 

But this is a program that has won at least eight games for five 
straight years and is the two-time AAC West Division winner. 

There will be high expectations in Memphis, no matter who 
the coaches or the players are. 

There’s not going to be a quarterback battle. Brady White is 
entrenched as the starter after throwing for 3,296 yards and 26 
touchdowns last season. White will learn from former Texas 
Tech offensive coordinator Kevin Johns’ system. 

The new coordinator will have an experienced running 
back in Patrick Taylor Jr., who rushed for 1,122 yards behind 
Henderson last season. He had 16 rushing scores and surpassed 
100 yards in three of his final four games. 

Wide receiver Damonte Coxie will look to make plays. He had 
72 catches for 1,174 yards and seven touchdowns last season. 
Tight end Joey Magnifico (21 catches, 363 yards) will look to 
make a bigger impact. 

New defensive coordinator Adam Fuller will try to improve 
a unit that was 89th in FBS total defense last season. Memphis 
will have to avoid allowing the big play. Opponents managed 25 
plays of 40-plus yards against the Tigers in 2018. 

Eight starters return on defense, including safety Tyrez 
Lindsey, the top returning tackler (71 stops) from last season. 

T.J. Carter has emerged as one of the league’s top 
cornerbacks. He finished with 68 tackles last season and had 
14 passes defended. Carter also led the defense with two 
interceptions. 

Memphis opens the 2019 campaign with a home game 
against Ole Miss. The Tigers don’t face nationally ranked UCF 
in the regular season, and the contest to watch is the AAC West 
Division showdown at Houston on Nov. 16. 


FAST FACTS 


Mike Norvell 
Fourth year (26-14) 


CAREER RECORD: 26-14 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kevin Johns (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Adam Fuller (first year) 


STADIUM: Liberty Bow! Memorial 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 58,325 

TICKETS: 888-867-UofM 

SITE: Memphis 

WEBSITE: gotigersgo.com 
TWITTER: @MemphisFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A31_ Ole Miss 

SJ Southern 

$14 @South Alabama 
S$.26 Navy 

0.5 @lLouisiana-Monroe 
012. @Temple 

O19 Tulane 

0.26 @Tulsa 

N.2 SMU 

N16 @Houston 

N.23 @South Florida 


N.29. Cincinnati 

2018 RESULTS: 8-6 

Si Mercer 66-14 
S8 @Navy 21-22 
S14 Georgia State 59-22 
$.22 South Alabama 52-35 
$.28 @Tulane 24-40 
O06 Connecticut 55-14 
O13 _UCF 30-31 
0.20 @Missouri 33-65 
N3  @East Carolina 59-41 
N10. Tulsa 47-21 
N16 @SMU 28-18 
N.23 Houston 52-31 
D1 @UCF* 41-56 
D.22 Wake Forest** 34-37 
*AAC Championship Game 


“Birmingham Bowl 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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AMERICAN ATHLETIC 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH: 

Dana Holgorsen 
First year 

CAREER RECORD: 61-41 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Marquel Blackwell (first year) 
Brandon Jones (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Joe Cauthen (first year) 
Doug Belk (first year) 


STADIUM: TDECU Stadium 
CAPACITY: 40,000 
TICKETS: 877-COUGAR-5 
SITE: Houston 

WEBSITE: uhcougars.com 
TWITTER: @UHCougarFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A.31 @Oklahoma 

SJ Prairie View A&M 
S13 Washington State* 
S19 @Tulane 

$.28 @North Texas 
0.12 Cincinnati 

O19 @Connecticut 
0.24 SMU 

N.2 @UCF 

N16 Memphis 

N.23 @Tulsa 

N.3O Navy 


*NRG Stadium, Houston, TX 


2018 RESULTS: 8-5 


Si @Rice 45-27 
S.8 Arizona 45-18 
S15 @Texas Tech 49-63 
$.22 Texas Southern 70-14 
O04 Tulsa 41-26 
O13 @East Carolina 42-20 
0.20 @Navy 49-36 
0.27 South Florida 57-36 
N3  @SMU 31-45 
NiO. Temple 49-59 
N15 Tulane 48-17 
N.23. @Memphis 31-52 
D.22 Army West Point* 14-70 
*Armed Forces Bowl 


HOUSTON 


COUGARS 


QB D’Erig King 


The ripples could be heard through the college football 
landscape as the calendar flipped to 2019. 
Veteran coach Dana Holgorsen accepted the Cougars’ 

vacant head-coaching job after leading West Virginia 

for eight previous seasons. It’s a good fit that once again 

marries Holgorsen (UH offensive coordinator in 2008- 
09) and a football program that has traditionally been fueled by 
offensive firepower. 

“Go Coogs. Hey y’all want to go win some games? Let’s go 
win some games,” Holgorsen told fans via Houston football’s 
Twitter page. 

Houston has won a lot of games over the past six seasons. 
Among the schools in the state of Texas, the Cougars have the 
most wins with 53 over those half-dozen years. The closest to 
UH are TCU (51 wins), Texas A&M (49), Baylor (47) and Texas 
(41). 

The Holgorsen Era will begin with a familiar opponent. 
Houston opens the season at Oklahoma. The Sooners 
spiked Holgorsen’s hopes of leading West Virginia to a Big 12 
Championship Game appearance with a Thanksgiving weekend 
triumph in Morgantown. 

Six weeks later, Holgorsen was getting acquainted with a 
solid roster that will compete for an AAC title and try to improve 
on last season’s 8-5 campaign. 

Quarterback D’Eriq King is arguably the American’s top 
athlete. The senior threw for 2,982 yards and 36 touchdowns 
last season. He also ran for 674 yards and 14 more touchdowns. 
The 51 total touchdowns could have been higher, but a season- 
ending knee injury took away his final two games. 

Patrick Carr will be the team’s top running back. The senior 
rushed for 868 yards last season while averaging 5.7 yards 
per carry. Wide receiver Marquez Stevenson was.a first-team 
AIl-AAC selection in 2018 after catching 75 passes for 1,019 yards 
and nine touchdowns. He had six plays that resulted in 50-plus 
yards. : 

The Cougars’ offensive line will regroup behind a pair of 
veterans in left tackle Josh Jones (36 starts) and center Braylon 
Jones (30). 

Houston will move from a 3-4 defensive look to a 4-3 under 
Holgorsen. End Payton Turner, who had 42 stops last season, is 
one of two starters back up front. Isaiah Chambers played only 
five games due to injury in 2018 but had 4.5 sacks during that 
span. Leroy Godfrey (42 tackles) is the only starting linebacker 
returning, but he will move to end in the new alignment. 

The secondary will need candidates at cornerback but will 
have leadership from returning starters Deontay Anderson and 
Gleson Sprewell at safety. 


5- YEAR RECORD 45-20 


8:5) 13-1. 9-4" 7-5. 8-5 


Ci as 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

D'Eriq King* (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
Patrick Carr* (5-10, 205, Sr.) 
Josh Jones* (6-7, 310, Sr.) 
Keenan Murphy (6-3, 298, Jr.) 
Braylon Jones* (6-4, 315, Sr.) 
Dennis Bardwell (6-7, 305, Jr.) 
Jarrid Williams* (6-7, 305, Sr.) 
Bo Alexander (6-4, 285, Sr.) 
Marquez Stevenson* (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
Keith Corbin* (6-1, 197, Sr.) 
Courtney Lark* (6-2, 200, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Payton Turner* (6-6, 288, Jr.) 
pT Aymiel Fleming® (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
DT Blake Young (6-2, 285, Sr.) 

DE Leroy Godfrey* (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
LB Elijah Gooden (6-1, 230, Jr.) 

LB Donavan Mutin (6-0, 222, So.) 
LB Terrance Edgeston (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
cB Damarion Williams (5-11, 170, Jr.) 
CB JavianSmith (6-3, 193, Jr.) 

s Deontay Anderson’ (6-2, 217, Jr.) 
s Gleson Sprewell* (6-2, 195, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
Kk Dalton Witherspoon’ (5-9, 170, Jr.) 
P Dane Roy’ (6-7, 240, Sr.) 


SSSR 58°S 558 


"Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


2esrorTs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES PARTE 
1 Nelson Ceaser, \)= 3+ 

2 Taures Payne, )> 5+ 

3 Ke’Andre Street, 3 « 


Coach Dana Holgorsen 
landed talented weakside 
defensive end Nelson Ceaser 
and also went heavy on the 
junior-college side by signing 
six prospects from the 
two-year ranks. The leader 
of the juco imports is Taures 
Payne, who was the No. 5 
strongside defensive end 
among junior-college players. 
The Cougars also pulled in a 
trio of impressive transfers in 
former four-star running back 
Kyle Porter (ex-Texas), safety 
Jordan Moore (Texas A&M) 
and safety Thabo Mwaniki 
(Oklahoma State). 


HOLGORSEN: MICHAEL WYKE / AP: KING: ERIC CHRISTIAN SMITH / AP 
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2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


<P TULANE GREEN WAVE 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Iie Fritz 


Fourth year (16-21) 
CAREER RECORD: 170-90 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


will 
DEF 


Hall (first year) 
ENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Jack Curtis (fourth year) 


STA 


DIUM: Yulman Stadium 


CAPACITY: 30,000 

TICKETS: 504-861-WAVE 

SITE: New Orleans 

WEBSITE: tulanegreenwave.com 
TWITTER: @GreenWaveFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 2018 RESULT 


A.29 


30 @SMU 


Record: 7-6 


Beat 
Cure 


S g22a58°5 


Florida Intl. 
@Auburn 
Missouri State 
Houston 
@Army West Point 
Connecticut 
@Memphis 
@Navy 

Tulsa 
@Temple 

UCF 


17-48 


40-24 
29-28 
24-17 


23-27 


isiana 41-24 in the 
Bo 


Christian Montano (6-4, 300, SX 
Cameron Jackel (6-6, 290, So.) 
Joey Claybrook (6-6, 290, So.) 
Will Wallace® (6-4, 245, So.) 
Jalon McCloskey (5-10, 170, Sr.) 
Darnell Mooney®* (5-11, 175, Sr.) 
Jacob Robertson Jr, (6-0, 175, Jr.) 


FENSE 


Patrick Johnson* (6-3, 255, Jr.) 
Jeffery Johnson’ (6-2, 320, So.) 
DeAndre Willlams* (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
Cameron Sample” (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
Lawrence Graham* (5-10, 230, Sr.) 
Marvin Moody’ (6-2, 225, Jr.) 

Will Harper* (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
Thakarius Kayes" (6-1, 195, Sr.) 
Jaylon Monroe (5-9, 175, Jr.) 

PJ, Hall* (5-11, 190, Sr.) 

Chase Kuerschen (6-1, 210, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


Merek Glover* (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
Ryan Wright* (6-3, 245, So.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-Americog, 


There are plenty of 
reasons to be excited 
for Tulane football these 
days. 

Fourth-year coach Willie 
Fritz has improved the Green 
Wave’s win total in each of 
the past three years, including 
a7-6 mark last season that 
was capped by a share of the 
American’s West Division title 
and a Cure Bowl victory over 
Louisiana. 

Many key contributors 
return to campus for the 
upcoming season with a goal of 
continuing that upward trend. 

Offensively, LSU transfer 
Justin McMillan helped guide 
the Green Wave to five wins in 
its final six contests. The 6-3, 
210-pound senior quarterback 
threw for 1,304 yards and 10 
touchdowns while also adding 
238 yards and five touchdowns 
on the ground. McMillan will 
be joined in the backfield by a 
solid one-two punch at running 
back in seniors Darius Bradwell 
(1,134 yards, 11 TDs) and Corey 
Dauphine (785, 7). 

Senior wideout Darnell 
Mooney returns after posting 
a team-best 993 receiving 
yards in 2018. Another wide 
receiver to watch is Oklahoma 
State graduate transfer 
Jalen McCleskey, the son of 
defensive backs coach J J. 
McCleskey. 

Defensively, the Green Wave 
returns a starting front four— 
Patrick Johnson, Cameron 
Sample, Jeffery Johnson and 

e’ Andre Williams—that 
combined for 157 tackles, 26.5 
ta for loss and 17.0 sacks. 

Patri¢k Johnson led a 
Tulane defense that finished 
with an AAG best 41 sacks and 
was eighth nationally in that 
category. The junior end from 
Chattanooga, T snn., finished 
with 10.5 sacks, t1€ Most 
among returning Players in the 
conference. . 

Linebackers Mé'Vin Moody 
(71 tackles) and Lawrence 
Graham (61) will be 2Sked to 
provide leadership aOng with 
defensive back Thaka!™US 

Keyes. 


oe OMU MUSTANGS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 


Sonny Dykes 
Second year (5-8) 


CAREER RECORD: 46-53 
so a er aa 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rhett Lashlee (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kevin Kane (second year) 

TEAM INFO — Ce renee 
STADIUM: Gerald J. Ford Stadium 
CAPACITY: 32,000 

TICKETS: 214-SMU-GAME 

SITE: Dallas 

WEBSITE: smumustangs.com 
TWITTER: @SMU_Football 


2019 SCHEDULE 


DATE OPPONENT 2018 RESULT 
A31 @Arkansas State 


S7__ North Texas 23-46 
S14 Texas State 

$21 @TCU 12-42 
$.28 @South Florida 

O5 Tulsa 24-27 
O19 Temple 

024 @Houston 45-31 
N.2| @Memphis 18-28 
N.9 East Carolina 

N.23_ @Navy 31-30° 
N.30 Tulane 27-23 
2018 Record: 5-7 | *OT 

2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Shane Buechele (6-1. 210, Jr) 


RB Xavier Jones (5-11, 215, Sr.) 

LT BeauMorris (6-6, 300, Jr.) 
AlanAll* (6-4, 300, So.) 

Hayden Howerton* (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
Nick Dennis (6-4, 315, Sr.) 

Jaylon Thomas* (6-4, 300, So.) 
Ryan Becker* (6-5, 245, Sr.) 
Judah Bell* (6-3, 215, So.) 

Reggle Roberson Jr.* (6-0, 195, Jr.) 
James Proche®* (5-11, 190, Sr.) 


FENSE 

Turner Coxe” (6-2, 250, So.) 
Demerick Gary* (6-3, 285, Sr.) 
PonoDavis* (6-1, 300, Sr.) 
Delontae Scott® (6-5, 260, Sr.) 
Delano Robinson (6-0, 235, Jr.) 
Richard Moore* (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
Trevor Denbow* (6-0, 225, Jr.) 
Kevin Johnson (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
Christian Davis (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Patrick Nelson* (6-1, 205, Sr.) 
Rodney Clemons* (6-0. 200, Sr.) 
SPECIALISTS 

M KevinRobledo* (6-0, 180, Sr.) 
P = Jamie Sackville* (5-9, 200, Sr.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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The Mustangs will have 

anew quarterback with 

a familiar name inside 

the Lone Star State this 
season. 

In February, Shane 
Buechele announced his 
intentions to transfer from 
Texas. He’s a battle-tested 
quarterback who started 
as a true freshman for the 
Longhorns in 2016. Asa 
graduate transfer, he’ll 
be immediately eligible to 
replace Ben Hicks, who took a 
similar route to Arkansas. 

Buechele will have an 
all-conference receiver 
in James Proche. He was 
the American’s leader in 
receptions (7.8 receptions 
per game) and touchdown 
receptions (12) last season, 
coming up with 93 catches for 
1,199 yards. Reggie Roberson 
Jr. provides a one-two punch 
in the passing game. The 
West Virginia transfer had 52 
catches for 802 yards and six 
touchdowns in 2018. 

Second-year SMU coach 
Sonny Dykes.will need to 
find a new starting running 
back. Seniors Xavier Jones 
and Ke’Mon'Freeman will be 
candidates this season. 

The Mustangs will look 
to improve under defensive 
coordinator Kevin Kane. They 
allowed 35.3 points per game 
last year, which ranked ninth 
among the league’s 12 schools. 

Linebacker Richard Moore, 
a Texas A&M transfer, made 
an immediate impact in his 
first season at SMU, recording 
a team-high 92 tackles and 5.0 
sacks. Defensive end Delontae 
Scott returns after registering 
4.5 sacks in 2018. 

Safety Patrick Nelson and 
cornerback Kevin Johnson 
had two interceptions apiece 
to lead the Mustangs and will 
anchor the secondary. 

Dykes’ team will be 
challenged to improve on 
last year’s 5-7 record. The 
Mustangs have five road 
games against teams that 
played in bow] games last 
season. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 
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AMERICAN ATHLETIC 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COAGH: 

Philip Montgomery 
Fifth year (21-29) 

CAREER RECORD: 21-29 

STAFF (ne ap rr oe ee a ene eene 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Philip Montgomery (fifth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Joseph Gillespie (first year) 


STADIUM: H.A. Chapman 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 30,000 
TICKETS: 918-631-4688 
SITE: Tulsa, Okla. 

WEBSITE: tulsahurricane.com 
TWITTER: @TulsaFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 
4.30 @Michigan State 


S.7__ @San Jose State 
S14 Oklahoma State 


$21 Wyoming 

O5 @SMU 27-24 
O12 Navy 29-37 
O18 @Cincinnati ’ 
0.26 Memphis 21-47 
N.2  @Tulane 17-24 
N8 UCF 

N.23 Houston 26-41 


N.30 @East Carolina 
2018 Record: 3-9 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Zach Smith (6-3, 228, Jr.) 

RB  ShamariBrooks* (5-9, 193, Jr.) 
LT ChristvyJr.* (6-3, 291, Sr.) 
Chris Paul* (6-4, 302, So.) 
Dylan Couch (6-3, 295, Jr.) 
Tiller Bucktrot (6-5, 325, Jr.) 
X'Zauvea Gadiin (6-4, 290, Fr.) 
James Palmer (6-3, 230, Fr.) 
Josh Stewart (6-3, 211, Jr.) 
Keylon Stokes* (6-0, 180, Jr.) 
Keenen Johnson* (6-1, 200, Sr.) 


FENSE 
Trevis Gipson* (6-4, 253, Sr.) 
Tyarise Stevenson’ (6-3, 330, Jr.) 
Shomarr Robinson (6-3, 310, Sr.) 
Diamon Cannon’ (6-2, 227, Sr.) 
Cooper Edmiston® (6-3, 237, Sr.) 
Zaven Collins* (6-4, 250, So.) 
Bryson Powers* (6-1, 195, So.) 
Reggie Robinson Il (6-1, 197, Sr.) 
Akayleb Evans? (6-2, 192, Jr.) 
Brandon Johnson (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
Manny Bunch’ (6-1, 198, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
M Jacob Rainey (6-0, 180, Fr.) 
P Thomas Bennett* (6-3, 180, Sr.) 


@°ESEEGERERR S$5$H55°S 


‘Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


@% [lLGA GOLDEN HURRICANE 


Tulsa’s pursuit for an 

upper-tier finish in 

the American Athletic 

Conference and a bowl 
game for the first time in three 
years could come down to one 
position. 

There hasn’t been 
consistent play at the 
quarterback spot for the 
Golden Hurricane over the 
Past two seasons, and that 
has resulted in a 5-19 record 
during that time. 

Enter transfer Zach Smith. 
The former Baylor QB had 10 
Starts at the Big 12 school in 
2016 and 2017 and is eligible 
after sitting out last season. 

“He’s been here a 
year,” Tulsa coach Philip 
Montgomery says. “Now it’s 
time for him to go out on the 
field and compete, knock 
some rust off and get an 
opportunity to get back in the 
groove.” 

Smith will be competing 
with Seth Boomer, who 
made eight starts for the 
Golden Hurricane last year as 
a freshman, for the starting 
position. 

Running backs Shamari 
Brooks and Corey Taylor II will 
be veterans in the backfield, 
and the next quarterback’s 
top targets are expected to be 
wide receivers Keylon Stokes 
and Keenen Johnson. 

New defensive coordinator 
Joseph Gillespie was promoted 
to his new position and 
inherits eight starters and 11 
of the top 12 tacklers from last 
season. The defense made 
big strides in 2018, improving 
by 121.2 yards per game and 
ending up finishing eighth 
nationally in pass defense out 
of its 3-3-5 scheme. 

The defense will be built 
around linebackers Zaven 
Collins (85 tackles) and 
Cooper Edmiston, who 
finished with a team-high 113 
tackles and four interceptions. 
Defensive end Trevis Gipson 
forced an AAC-best five 
fumbles last season, and 
safety Manny Bunch added 80 
tackles. 


= NAVY MIDSHIPMEN 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 

Ken Niumatalolo 

12th year (87-58) 

CAREER RECORD: 87-58 

STAFF a SEE PETS ob woh SE ESAS STS A 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Ivin Jasper (12th year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Brian Newberry (first year) 
Brian Norwood (first year) 


TEAMINFO 

STADIUM: Navy-Marine Corps 
Memorial Stadium 
CAPACITY: 34,000 
TICKETS: 800-US4-NAVY 
SITE: Annapolis, Md. 
WEBSITE: navysports.com 
TWITTER: @NavyFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT 
A31_ Holy Cross 
$14 East Carolina 


2018 RESULT 


$.26 @Memphis 22-21 
OS Air Force 7-35 
012 @Tulsa 37-29 
O18 South Florida 

0.26 Tulane 28-29 
N1_ @Connecticut 

N16 @Notre Dame 22-44 
N.23_ SMU 30-31** 
N.30_@Houston 36-49 
D4 Army West Point* 10-17 
Philadelphia, PA 

2018 Record: 3-10 | **OT 

2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Malcolm Perry* (5-9, 185, Sr.) 
Nelson Smith’ (5-9, 212, Jr.) 
CJWilliams (5-8, 170, Jr.) 

Tazh Maloy (5-7, 178, Sr.) 
Kendel Wright (6-4, 272, Sr.) 
David Forney (6-3, 305, Sr.) 
Ford Higgins* (6-2, 260, Sr.) 
Peter Nestrowitz (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
Billy Honaker (6-3, 276, Jr.) 


Mychal Cooper (6-5, 215, So.) 
Ryan Mitchell (6-3, 200, Jr.) 


FENSE f 
Jackson Perkins (6-6, 2,3 


°° SOEEEESESS sgns°ssseae 


Jackson Pittman* (6- #300, Sr) 
Marcus Edwards (6-4 995, sr} 
Nizaire Cromartixs (6-2, 243, sr.) 
Jacob Spri 6-1, 198, Jr) 
DiegoFagot(%.3, 255, so,) 
Tyler Pistorigs (6-2. 215, sr.) 
Michael McIMorris (5-9, 160, So.) 
Micah Farra; (6-0, 189, Jr.) 
Evan (6-1, 194,21) 
Elan Nesh*}(5-11, 196, sr.) 

SPECIALIST: 

mk LR. (6-0, 190, Sr) 

P Owen White* (5-10, 197, Sr.) 


“Returning Sarre, 
Stroet & Smith's ajl-american 


—t 


This isn’t your father’s 

Navy football program 

and coach Ken 

Niumatalolo is striving to 
fix that. 

The Midshipmen are in 
rebuilding mode after suffering 
a 3-10 campaign in 2019, which 
was their worst season since 
2002. Navy has won only 
five of its past 21 games since 
October 2017. 

Niumatalolo is entering 
his 12th season with a goal 
of (please pardon the pun) 
turning the ship around. 

Improvement is needed on 
both sides of the football. 

The Midshipmen are turning 
the offense over to quarterback 
Malcolm Perry, who started 
the first five games last season 
before being shifted to slotback 
after a 35-7 loss to Air Force. 
Arguably Navy’s best athlete, 
the coaches will try to simplify 
the option attack and take 
advantage of his attributes. 


The offensive scheme—often | ’ 


smooth and slick—wasn’t as 
potent as in years past. Navy, 
averaged an AAC-low 348,5 
yards per game. J 

Fullback Nelson smith 
should be a weapon jin the 
backfield, and the offensive 
line is anchored by center Ford 
Higgins, who started every 
game last seagon, 

Plenty of work is also 
needed on the defensive side, 
an ‘Niumatalolo immediately 

t to work in the offseason 
by replacing five defensive 
assistants. He named Brian 
Newberry (formerly in 
the same position at FCS 
Kennesaw State) and Brian 
Norwood as the program’s 
new defensive coordinators. 

They will build around three 
seniors: noseguard Jackson 
Pittman, linebacker Nizaire 
Cromartie and safety Elan 
Nash, each of whom started all 
13 games for Navy last season. 

Navy isn’t only looking to 
gain control of the AAC, but 
also the Commander-in-Chief’s 
Trophy. The Midshipmen are 
1-5 against Army and Air Force 
over the past three seasons. 


* 
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ATLANTIC COAST 
CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


ATLANTIC DIVISION 


89000006 


Clemson 


BOWL PROJECTION: Fiesta Bow! 
(CFP Semifinal) 


Florida State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Belk Bow! 


Syracuse 


BOWL PROJECTION: Pinstripe Bow! 


N.C. State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Independence Bowl 


Boston College 


BOWL PROJECTION: Quick Lane Bowl 


Wake Forest 


BOWL PROJECTION; Texas Bowl 


Louisville 


COASTAL DIVISION 


+ O8oo00080 


Virginia 


BOWL PROJECTION: Camping World Bow! 


BOWL PROJECTION: Sun Bow! 


Virginia Tech 


BOWL PROJECTION: Music City Bowl 
Pittsburgh 

BOWL PROJECTION: Military Bow! 
North Carolina 
Duke 


Georgia Tech 


. . 
Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney _ 


WHO CAN GET CLOSE ENOUGH 
TO GRAB TIGERS BY THETAIL? 


BY PATRICK STEVENS 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


t’s Clemson’s world. The rest of the 
ACC is just living in it. 

The Tigers have rolled up a 34-2 
record against conference opponents 
over the last four years, with the lone 
stumbles coming against Pittsburgh 
(2016) and Syracuse (2017). Last 

season, Syracuse was the only ACC team 
that kept things closer than 20 points against 
Clemson. Three got drubbed by at least 49 
points. 

If there’s some relief for the rest of the 
conference, it’s that Clemson’s defense isn’t 
as loaded with elite, proven players as it was 
in 2018. Then again, nearly everyone else 
of note brings a serious question into this 
season. 

Can N.C. State and Syracuse replace 
multiyear starters at quarterback? Can 
Virginia Tech’s defense respond after last 
year’s struggles? How do things change for 
Miami under new coach Manny Diaz? And 
how quickly can Florida State climb out of 
the rubble of its first losing season since ’76? 


STORIES TO WATCH 


TRENDING 


In comparison, Clemson might be an even 
heavier favorite to claim the ACC title this 
year behind quarterback Trevor Lawrence, 
tailback and reigning ACC Player of the Year 
Travis Etienne and receivers Tee Higgins and 
Justyn Ross. 

If the Tigers can do that while absorbing 
no more than one loss, chances are they’!! 
be off to the sport’s four-team playoff for the 
fifth year in a row. 

The disparity between Clemson and the 
second-best team might be as wide as the 
difference between No. 2 and No. 10. Which 
means on a weekly basis, the ACC will be 
exceptionally unpredictable, and it could 
well produce 11 bowl teams again like it did 
last season. 

Syracuse and Virginia will try to build on 
breakout seasons, but the door is open for 
others to make similar leaps on both sides of 
the league. 

That said, the story of the season is 
whether Dabo Swinney’s program can 
continue to steamroll opponents. Clemson 
is the ACC’s best dynasty since Florida State 
won nine league titles in a row from 1992 to 
2000. The Tigers still have a long way to go 
to match that juggernaut, but they certainly 
looked the part last year—and should again 
in 2019. 


Trouble in Tallahassee? Willie 

Taggart wasn’t handed a full 
cupboard, but his 5-7 debut at Florida State 
was still a massive disappointment. Do the 
‘Noles get on track—or will pressure mount 
quickly on Jimbo Fisher's successor? 
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2019 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Steve Wiltfong, 247Sports 


ie SCHOOL 


SOeSGOooooooose 


CLEMSON 
FLORIDA STATE 
VIRGINIA TECH 
MIAMI 

N.C. STATE 
NORTH CAROLINA 
VIRGINIA 

DUKE 

GEORGIA TECH 
SYRACUSE 

WAKE FOREST 
PITTSBURGH 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
LOUISVILLE 


ALTI=ACG 


OFFENSE 


QB 
RB 


Trevor Lawrence So., Clemson 
AJ Dillon Jr., Boston College 
Travis Etienne Jr., Clemson 
Tremayne Anchrum Sr, Clemson 
John Simpson, Sr., Clemson 
Jimmy Morrissey Jr., Pittsburgh 
Ben Petrula Jr., Boston College 
Mekhi Becton Jr., Louisville 
Brevin Jordan So., Miami 

Tee Higgins Jr., Clemson 
Justyn Ross So., Clemson 


DEFENSE 


DL 


Alton Robinson Sr., Syracuse 
Jonathan Garvin Jr., Miami 
Marvin Wilson Jr., Florida State 
Kendall Coleman Sr., Syracuse 
Shaquille Quarterman Sr., Miami 
Rayshard Ashby Jr., Virginia Tech 
Michael Pinckney Sr., Miami 
BryceHallSr., Virginia 

Essang Bassey Sr., Wake Forest 
Andre Cisco So., Syracuse 
Tanner Muse Sr., Clemson 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
P 


AndreSzmyt So., Syracuse 
Sterling Hofrichter Sr., Syracuse 


ON THE RISE 


@ 


VIRGINIA 


2s7sronr= COMPOSITE 
kee» eee tee ied 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR _3-STAR 
PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS | /- 
29 1 12 15 275.55 
21 0 9 12 244,31 
23 0 7 16 224.01 
7 {¢) 7 10 219.20 
24 0 4 19 217.29 
24 (0) 4 18 212.92 
24 0 2 22 205.44 
21 0 1 20 ~=—«:191.38 
20 0 1 19 186.91 
20 0 0 20 182.67 
21 i¢) 2 19 182.26 
19 0 {e) 18 181.53 
18 19] (0) 18 177.26 
14 (0) 1 13 160.88 


» The Cavaliers have made 


consecutive bowl appearances, and 
plenty is back to help them contend in 
a wide-open Coastal Division. Virginia's 
trajectory is as good as it’s beenina 
decade and a half. 


Mackis back. North Carolina's 
decision to bring Mack Brown out 
of a five-year retirement is one of the 
country‘s most fascinating subplots. 
How Brown fares in his Chapel Hill 
redux bears watching. 


>» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


Clemson quarterback Trevor 
Lawrence has already led the 


Tigers to a national 
championship, 

and he’s the most 
recognizable player 
on the best team 

in the ACC—and 


possibly the country. Much will be 
expected of the sophomore, but if 
Clemson is in playoff contention, 
it's a safe bet that he'll have a large 
hand in the Tigers getting there. 


ON THE WANE 


j N.C. STATE 
‘ » After back-to-back nine-win 


seasons, the Wolfpack will likely take a 
step back as they replace a three-year 
starter at quarterback, a 1,000-yard 
rusher, two star receivers, the nation’s top 
center and its offensive coordinator. 


UNC isn’t 


the only school with a new coach. 
Louisville replaced Bobby Petrino with 
Scott Satterfield, Georgia Tech hired 
Geoff Collins away from Temple and 
Miami brings on Manny Diaz. 


RATING THE ACC 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Jeff Thomas, Miami 
A speed merchant since his high school days, 
Thomas is back after leaving Miami late last season. 


» BEST HANDS 
Tee Higgins, WR, Clemson 
Like his one-handed TD grab in the first half of a 
playoff rout of Notre Dame, Higgins is a good bet to 
haul in a tough catch—especially when it counts. 


» BEST PASSING QB 
Trevor Lawrence, Clemson 
He didn’t start for the first month of last season and 
still ranked second in the ACC in passing yards. 


» BEST RUNNING QB 
Bryce Perkins, Virginia 
He ranked ninth in the ACC in rushing (923 yards) 
and fourth in attempts (212) a year ago. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Travis Etienne, Clemson 
Etienne averaged 8.1 yards a carry last season. 


» BEST ATHLETE 

Derion Kendrick, CB/WR, Clemson 

Kendrick switched to defense in spring practice 
and has a chance to play a big role at cornerback. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Trevor Lawrence, Q8, Clemson 
He isn’t interested in sitting out until he’s draft- 
eligible, but there’s a reason some restless media 
members floated the idea. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Frank Ladson Jr., WR, Clemson 
The 6-4 Ladson figures to vie for immediate playing 
time alongside Tee Higgins and Justyn Ross. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Tate Martell, QB, Miami 
Miami could quickly plug in Martell, who secured 
immediate eligibility after leaving Ohio State. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Rayshard Ashby, 8, Virginia Tech 
The 5-10, 230-pounder had 105 tackles last year. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Dabo Swinney, head coach, Clemson 
Swinney rarely holds back and has well-developed 
opinions on nearly everything in the game. 


» MOST INNOVATIVE COACH 
David Cutcliffe, ead coach, Duke 
One of the brightest minds in the game for many 
years, Cutcliffe has managed to keep Duke in the 
postseason hunt for nearly a decade. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Brent Venables, DC, Clemson 
Now in his eighth season and in the middle of a 
contract that pays $2 million annually, Venables has 
effectively retired this category in the ACC. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Willie Taggart, Florida State 
The “winner” by default—the only returning ACC 
coach who didn’t get to a bowl game last season. 


» BEST FACILITIES 
Clemson 
The Tigers’ 142,500-square-foot operations 
complex includes mini-golf and a movie theater. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Luke Masterson, S, Wake Forest 
Already a two-time member's of the ACC’s All- 
Academic Team. 

» BEST TWEETER 
Mack Brown (@CoachMackBrown) 
Wondering who drops by the North Carolina 
football offices or a Tar Heel practice? Rest 
assured, the 67-year-old Brown will let you know 
with photographic evidence on his Twitter page. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 
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ATLANTIC COAST 


FAST FACTS 
Dabo Swinney 
12th year (116-30) 


CAREER RECORD: 116-30 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Tony Elliott (fifth year) 
Jeff Scott (fifth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brent Venables (eighth year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium 
CAPACITY: 81,500 
TICKETS: 1-800-CLEMSON 
SITE: Clemson, S.C. 
WEBSITE: clemsontigers.com 
TWITTER: @ClemsonFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A.29 Georgia Tech 
SJ Texas A&M 

S14 @Syracuse 

S.21 Charlotte 

5.28 @North Carolina 
O12 Florida State 
O19 @Louisville 
0.26 Boston College 
N.2 Wofford 

N.9  @N.C. State 
N16 Wake Forest 
N.30 @South Carolina 


2018 RESULTS: 15-0 


S| Furman 48-7 
S.8  @Texas A&M 28-26 
5.15 Georgia Southern 38-7 
S.22. @Georgia Tech 49-21 
S.29. Syracuse 27-23 
O.6 @Wake Forest 63-3 
0.20 N.C. State 41-7 
0.27 @Florida State 59-10 
N.3 Louisville 77-16 
N10 @Boston College 27-7 
N17 Duke 35-6 
N.24 South Carolina 56-35 
D1 Pittsburgh* 42-10 
D.29 Notre Dame** 30-3 
J.J Alabama*** 44-16 
*ACC Championship Game 
**Cotton Bowl 


***CFP National Championship 


CLEMall 


TIGERS 


4 


QB Trevor Lawrence | 


The end isn’t in sight for Clemson’s 
ACC dynasty. 

The Tigers, fresh off their first 
undefeated season since 1981 and 
second national championship 
in three years, have won 
four consecutive conference 
championships. And thanks to 
quarterback Trevor Lawrence and a 
recruiting machine unparalleled in 

the ACC, it’s difficult to envision that streak 
not reaching five. 

Coach Dabo Swinney’s most 
prominent decision was 
handing Clemson’s offense off 
to Lawrence, a decision that 
precipitated erstwhile starter 
Kelly Bryant’s transfer. All 
Lawrence did was lead the 
Tigers to 11 consecutive victories, 
unleashing the explosiveness of 
an offense that was every bit as 
capable of drilling opponents on the 
ground as through the air. 

Travis Etienne emerged as Clemson’s 


2019 NATIONAL RANK 


ais 
LOCALS, 
GoM 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
QB Trevor Lawrence 


The 6-6 Lawrence threw for 3,280 yards, 30 
touchdowns and four interceptions—as a true 
freshman. While he won't be eligible to turn pro 
until 2021, he already possesses a skillset with 
the potential to be the No. 1 overall pick in the 
draft. 


primary back, earning ACC Player 
of the Year as he rushed for 
1,658 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
Backing him up will be senior 
Tavien Feaster (5.99 yards per 
carry over the last three seasons) 
and sophomore Lyn-] Dixon 
(a school-record 8.82 yards an 
attempt last season). 
Tee Higgins (936 receiving yards, 
12 TDs) was Clemson’s top red-zone 
threat last year, and he should be a major 
piece of the offense as a junior. Justyn Ross 


a, 
== 
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(1,000 yards, 21.7 yards per catch) emerged late in the season 
as an exceptional deep threat and should be even better as a 
sophomore. 

Clemson’s ample depth at wide receiver took a hit when 
Amari Rodgers was lost for the season in the spring. However, 
Diondre Overton will have a chance to earn a larger role as a 
senior, while early-enrolling freshmen Frank Ladson Jr. and 
Joseph Ngata dazzled in the Tigers’ spring game. 

Four starters on the offensive line-guards Gage Cervenka 
and John Simpson, right tackle Tremayne Anchrum and 
center Sean Pollard—return for their senior seasons. Swinney 
must replace four-year starter Mitch Hyatt at left tackle, but 
hulking 6-5, 355-pound sophomore Jackson Carman is slated 
to take over that spot. 

It’s a group that, collectively, will probably be asked to 
carry the Tigers as they sort out plenty of new starters on 
defense during an opening stretch that includes games against 
Georgia Tech, Texas A&M and Syracuse. 

Clemson’s massive advantage over the rest of the league— 
and nearly everyone in the country—in 2018 was a loaded 
defensive line. All four starters are gone, but Xavier Thomas 
(10.5 tackles for loss) and Justin Foster both logged quality 
snaps as reserve ends last season. The Tigers aren’t quite 
as deep at tackle, though Nyles Pinckney averaged 21 snaps 
a game last year. Look for lauded freshman Tyler Davis to 
immediately etch out a role. 

Isaiah Simmons, who plays a hybrid role, is the lone starter 
back in the front seven. He’ll be joined in the linebacking corps 
by Shaq Smith, who received rave reviews in the spring, with 
James Skalski and Chad Smith in the mix at the other spot. 

Clemson’s secondary figures to be the strength of a defense 
that allowed an FBS-best 13.1 points per game in 2018. Starting 
safeties Tanner Muse and K’Von Wallace are returning, as 
is cornerback A.J. Terrell. One of the biggest developments 
of the spring was how well converted wide receiver Derion 
Kendrick took to cornerback, and the sophomore is a serious 
threat to win a starting job. 

Assuming Clemson’s considerable talent coalesces into 
a formidable defense, the Tigers will likely claim a fifth 
consecutive playoff appearance and perhaps encounter 
Alabama (again) with national title stakes. 

It’s what’s to be expected in Death Valley. Over the last 
eight years, Clemson is 97-15 overall and 60-8 against ACC 
foes with four league titles and two national championships. 
The Tigers are well-positioned to add to that nearly decade of 
dominance this fall. 


Zaeysrorrs, RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Andrew Booth, ©o 5» 
2 Frank Ladson Jr., "Se 
3 Joseph Ngata, \)" ©) 


It was another top-10 Pi 
overall class for coach 
Dabo Swinney and his 
staff, who bring in the 
No. 1 haul in the ACC for 
a second straight cycle. The defending national champs are 
gaining a reputation for becoming “Wide Receiver U.,” and 
co-offensive coordinator Jeff Scott hit on his top two targets 
at the position in prep All-Americans Frank Ladson Jr. and 
Joseph Ngata, both of whom have all the traits to emerge 
into future first-round NFL picks. Another All-American in 
Will Putnam was a massive pickup on the offensive line, but 
the meat of this class was on defense. Five-star cornerback 
Andrew Booth has an opportunity to be an immediate 
starter, leading a group of six defensive backs signed. 


WR 


WR Justyn Ross | 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


“PASSING 
Trevor Lawrence 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. TD Avg/G 


15 157.6 | 259-397-4 65.2 3280 30\ 218.7 


SRUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 


TravisEtienne 15 204 1658 | 8.1 24 110.5 


“SRECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Justyn Ross 15 46 1000' 217 9 667 
- TACKLES _GP Solo Assist Total 
Isaiah Simmons 51 74) 23 | OT 
“SACKS __ GP No. Yards 
Xavier Thomas Wl 35 1 22 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 10 
AJ. Terrell 3195 7 a7 1d 
2018 TEAM STATS 
SCORING _ 664 197 
Points Per Game 44.3 13.1 
FIRST DOWNS 358 235 
Rushing 158 97 
Passing 180 116 
Penalty 20 22 
RUSHING YARDAGE 3723 1444 
Yards gainedrushing _ 3953. 2127 
Yards lost rushing 230 683 
Rushing Attempts 568 576 
Average Per Rush 6.6 2.5 
Average Per Game 248.2 96.3 
TDs Rushing 49 8 
PASSING YARDAGE 4185 2 
Comp-Att-int 328-508-8 238-447-12 
Average Per Pass 8.2 6.4 


Average Per Catch 12.8 11.9 
9.6 


Average Per Game 279.0 18! 
TDs Passing 37 13 
TOTAL OFFENSE 7908 4288 
Total Plays 1076 1023 
Average Per Play 13 4.2 
Average Per Game 527.2 285.9 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 20-454 2-657 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 42-300 17-121 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 12-328 8-47 
KICK RETURN AVG. 22.7 20,5 
PUNTRETURNAVG, 71 7 
INTRETURNAVG. 27.3 5.9 
FUMBLES-LOST 19-9 33-12 
PENALTIES-YARDS 73-674 98-779 
Average Per Game 44, 51.9 
PUNTS-YARDS 66-2631 114-5020 
Average Per Punt 39.9 44.0 
Net punt average 36.8 39.6 
TIMEOFPOSS/GAME 28:45 31:15 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 93/202 68/239 
3rd-Down Pet. 46% 28% 
ATH-DOWNCONV. nd 10/28 
4th-Down Pet 58% 36% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 54-317 17-115 
MISC. YARDS n 0 
TOSSCORED 90 23 
FG-ATTEMPTS 12-18 13-17 
ATTENDANCE 562799 299900 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/80400 5/59980 
Neutral Site Games 3/71594 


CLEMSON: 121 228 186 129 0 664 
Opponent 51 41 29 76 0 197 


5-YEAR RECORD 65-7 


86 Cr-8G CT-BG-NT 


2 


[i 


10-3 14-1 14-1 12:2 15-0 
ES 


WINS (LOSSES 


CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

QB TrevorLawrence* (6-6, 215, So.) 
Chase Brice (6-2, 225, So.) 

RB TravisEtienne® (5-10, 215, Jr.) 
Tavien Feaster (5-11, 220, Sr.) 

LT Jackson Carman (6-5, 355, So.) 
Blake Vinson (6-4, 295, So.) 

LO JohnSimpson* (6-4, 330, Sr.) 
Matt Bockhorst (6-4, 300, So.) 

C = SeanPollard* (6-5, 320, Sr.) 
Cade Stewart (6-3, 300, Jr.) 

RG GageCervenka® (6-3, 325, Sr.) 
Cade Stewart (6-3, 300, Jr.) 

RT Tremayne Anchrum* (6-2, 310, Sr.) 
Chandler Reeves (6-6, 295, Jr.) 

TE J.C. Chalk (6-3, 260, Jr.) 
Jaelyn Lay (6-5, 250, Fr.) 

WR TeeHiggins* (6-4, 205, Jr.) 
Frank Ladson Jr. (6-4, 190, Fr.) 

WR  JustynRoss (6-4, 205, So.) 
Joseph Ngata (6-4, 215, Fr.) 

WR _ Diondre Overton (6-4, 205, Sr.) 
Cornell Powell (6-0, 210, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE  JustinFoster (6-2, 265, Jr.) 
K.J. Henry (6-4, 240, Fr.) 

DT Nyles Pinckney (6-1, 305, Jr.) 
Tyler Davis (6-1, 290, Fr.) 

DT Jordan Williams (6-4, 305, So.) 
Xavier Kelly (6-4, 295, Jr.) 

DE Xavier Thomas (6-2, 260, So.) 
Logan Rudolph (6-2, 240, So.) 

LB Isaiah Simmons* (6-4, 225, Jr.) 
Baylon Spector (6-1, 225, So.) 

LB JamesSkalski(6-0, 240, Jr.) 
Chad Smith (6-3, 240, Sr.) 

LB ShaqSmith(6-2, 250, Jr.) 
Mike Jones Jr. (6-0, 225, Fr.) 

CB A.J. Terrell* (6-2, 190, Jr.) 
Mario Goodrich (6-0, 190, So.) 

CB DerionKendrick (6-0, 180, So.) 
Kyler McMichael (6-0, 200, So.) 

s K'Von Wallace* (5-11, 210, Sr.) 
Nolan Turner (6-1, 195, Jr.) 

S = Tanner Muse” (6-1, 230, Sr.) 
Denzel Johnson (6-0, 205, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K _B.T. Potter (5-10, 175, So.) 
P —- WillSpiers* (6-5, 225, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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ATLANTIC COAST 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Willie Taggart 
Second year (5-7) 


CAREER RECORD: 52-57 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kendal Briles (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Harlon Barnett (second year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Doak Campbell 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 79,560 
TICKETS: 888-378-6653 
SITE: Tallahassee, Fla. 
WEBSITE: seminoles.com 
TWITTER: @FSUFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31 Boise State* 

S7 Louisiana-Monroe 
$14 @Virginia 

S.21 Louisville 

$.28 N.C. State 

0.12 @Clemson 

O19 @Wake Forest 
0.26 Syracuse 

N.2 | Miami (Fla.) 
N.9  @Boston College 
N16 Alabama State 
N.30 @Florida 


“Jacksonville, FL 


2018 RESULTS: 5-7 


S.3__ Virginia Tech 3-24 
S.8 Samford 36-26 
S15 @Syracuse 7-30 
S.22_ Northern Illinois 37-19 
S.29 @Louisville 28-24 
0.6 @Miami (Fla.) 27-28 
0.20 Wake Forest 38-17 
0.27 Clemson 10-59 
N3  @N.C. State 28-47 
N10 @Notre Dame 13-42 
N17 Boston College 22-21 
N.24 Florida 14-41 


FLORIDA TATE 


£ 


SEMINOLES 


RB Cam Akers 


One of the more prominent 
slogans Willie Taggart brought 
with him to Florida State as 

its new head coach last year 
consisted of two words: Do 
something. 

After a forgettable 5-7 debut 
campaign that saw the Seminoles 
miss the postseason for the first 
time since 1981, that qualifies as 

sage advice for Taggart and the rest of the 
program heading into his second season. 

To be sure, not everything was Taggart’s 
fault. He took over a 7-6 team that needed 
to win its final three games to become bowl- 
eligible in 2017. And Florida State’s offensive 
line, a source of consternation in the final 
years of former coach Jimbo Fisher’s 
tenure, bottomed-out and left the Seminoles 
incapable of mustering much against most 
defenses. 

But there’s plenty of blame to go 
around when a team with enough built-in 
advantages ranks 102nd in total offense, 
112th in scoring offense and 126th in rushing 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
RB Cam Akers 


How to fairly evaluate Akers, who struggled 
as a sophomore behind a porous offensive 
line? He was a 1,000-yard rusher as a freshman 
before the entire offense sputtered last year. An 
elite prospect when he arrived in Tallahassee, 
Akers could use a bounceback season before he 
is eligible to turn pro. 


offense. There are more bleak numbers. 
Turnover margin: 123rd. Third-down 
conversion percentage: 126th. Penalties per 
game: 129th out of 130. 

Toss in a decidedly average defense—FSU 
was 80th in total yards allowed, 90th in 
scoring defense and 119th against the pass— 
and it’s not hard to see why the Seminoles 
fell as precipitously as they did. 

Now comes the matter of fixing things, 
and quickly. Kendal Briles is the new 
offensive coordinator, replacing Walt Bell 


TAGGART: MARK WALLHEISER / AP: AKERS: MARK WALLHEISER / AP 
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NASIRILDEEN: MARK WALLHEISER / AP 


(now the head coach at Massachusetts). Quarterback Deondre 
Francois was dismissed from the program in February; James 
Blackman and Wisconsin graduate transfer Alex Hornibrook 
are the two most prominent candidates to earn the job. 

Ultimately, so much of it starts up front with a line that 
unraveled to the point that well-regarded tailback Cam Akers 
saw his rushing average drop from 5.3 yards per carry in 2017 
to 4.4 yards per tote. 

Akers is back for his junior year, and Florida State has an 
exceptional deep threat for its quarterbacks to work with in 
Tamorrion Terry, who averaged 21.3 yards per catch on 35 
receptions in 2018. But whatever progress can be made on 
offense will hinge on a line that struggled so much a year ago. 

The Seminoles also need to make progress with a defense 
that forced only 15 turnovers last season. Cornerback Stanford 
Samuels II] accounted for four interceptions, and the junior 
is part of an experienced secondary that also includes senior 
Levonta Taylor and sophomore Jaiden Lars-Woodbey. 

Florida State was decent against the run, holding foes to 3.5 
yards per carry in 2018, but only two of the primary starters 
on the defensive line (Janarius Robinson) returns. However, 
end Joshua Kaindoh and tackle Marvin Wilson entered the 
lineup late last season, perhaps giving them a head start on 
strong junior campaigns. 

There is some stability at linebacker, where DeCalon Brooks 
and Dontavious Jackson both played extensively in 2018 and 
Emmett Rice is fully healthy after missing much of last season 
coming off ACL surgery. Freshman Jaleel McRae, an early 
enrollee, could also see the field quickly. Hamsah Nasirildeen, 
the team’s top tackler last year with 91, moves from safety to 
linebacker and should make a considerable impact there. 

That’s a lot of pieces, and it’s anyone’s guess how well they'll 
all fit together. Yet the window is open for the Seminoles to at 
least become the best team outside of Clemson in the Atlantic 
Division. Louisville has a new staff. N.C. State and Syracuse will 
have new quarterbacks. Even in a down year, the Seminoles 
beat Boston College and Wake Forest last season. 

It’s been a truth ever since the ACC split into divisions: 
Clemson and Florida State possess a considerable resource 
edge over everyone else in the Atlantic. The only way for 
other schools to even things out is either to uncover a 
generational talent (as Louisville did with Lamar Jackson) or 
hope either of those schools squander their advantages. 

Florida State has done the latter for a couple years. 
Regardless of how much blame is warranted for 2018, 
Taggart’s job is pretty obvious: Do something, and in a hurry. 
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TOP SIGNEES Haire 
1 Akeem Dent, G5 ©) 

2 Brendan Gant, 5 & 

3 Travis Jay, CS Se 


Coach Willie Taggart 
and his staff finished 
with the country’s No. 
18 class, good for No. 

2 in the ACC, with the 
biggest pickup being touted cornerback Akeem Dent, who 
signed and enrolled early. The meat of this class comes 

on defense, particularly in the secondary, where in-staters 
Travis Jay, Brendan Gant and Renardo Green stand out. The 
offensive line was a point of emphasis, too, with five coveted 
prospects putting pen to paper, headlined by All-American 
Dontae Lucas. On the flip side, for a second straight cycle 
the Seminoles did not sign a quarterback and saw their top 
two commits flip in signal-caller Sam Howell (North Carolina) 
and safety Nick Cross (Maryland). 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


JamesBlackman 7 
GP Effic. Att-Cmp-lnt Pet. Yds. TD Avg/G 


4) 1711 33-541 | 647) 5105) 1275 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 


Cam Akers 12/161/ 706 | 4.4/6 | 588 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TO Avg/G 


"ac ) TAA 19797 © | 


TamorrionTerry 12 35 744 21.3) 8 | 62.0 
STACKLES: GP Solo Assist Total 
Hamsah Nasirildeen 2) 51) 40) 9 
SACKS” GP No. ‘Yards 
MarvinWilson 21 35 2 


INTERCEPTIONS No, Yards Avg. — 
StanfordSamuelsil 4 23° 58 7 


2018 TEAM STATS 
statistic _| Fsu_| OPP_| 

SCORING 263 378 
Points Per Game 21.9 31,5 

FIRSTDOWNS 207 262 
Rushing 61 102 
Passing 129 135, 
Penalty 7 25 


RUSHING YARDAGE 1093 772 
Yards gained rushing 1530. 2130 


Yards lost rushing 437 358 
Rushing Attempts 392 503 
Average Per Rush 2.8 3.5 
Average Per Game 91.1 147.7 
TDs Rushing im ayer 
PASSING YARDAGE 324 
Comp-Attint 260 nas 13 28. re “12 
Average Per Pass vA) 
Average Per Catch 12.5 i yi 
Average Per Game 270.1 268,7 
TDs Passing 20 30 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4334 4996 
Total Plays 847 954 
Average Per Play 5.1 5.2 


Average Per Game 361.2 416.3 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 32-648 1 


PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 21-251 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 12-125. 13-188 
KICK RETURN AVG. 20,2 25.4 
PUNTRETURN AVG. 12.0 11,0 
INTRETURN AVG, 10.4 14.5 
FUMBLES-LOST 22-13 17-3 
PENALTIES-YARDS 110-851 _ 69-607 
Average Per Game 70.9 50.6 
PUNTS-YARDS 83-3545 70-2864 
Average Per Punt 42,7 40.9 
Net punt average 37.1 36.2 
TIMEOFPOSS/GAME — 27:38 32:22 
3RD-DOWNCONV. aaiige 73/200 
3rd-Down Pet. 36% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. th 11/28 
4th-Down Pet 50% 39% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 28 i 36-237 
MISC. YARDS 0 
TDSSCORED 33 47 
FG-ATTEMPTS 1-17 17-21 
ATTENDANCE 478013 290967 


Games/Avg PerGame 7/68288 _5/58193 
Neutral Site Games a 


FLORIDASTATE 42 83 58 80 O 263 
Opponent 76. 122 95 85 0 378 


_— 


5-YEAR RECORD 45-20 


CrB6 BG 8G 86 


13-1 10-3 10-3 7-6 5-7 
wins] Lossisy 


CT: Conference Title « BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

QB JamesBlackman (6-5, 182, So.) 
Alex Hornibrook (6-4, 219, Sr.) 

RB CamAkers* (5-11, 212, Jr.) 
Khalan Laborn (5-11, 205, So.) 

LT Javan Williams (6-7, 305, Jr.) 
Chaz Neal (6-7, 298, Fr.) 

LG Cole Minshew* (6-5, 330, Sr.) 
Brady Scott* (6-6, 304, So.) 

© _ BaveonJohnson (6-3, 307, Jr.) 
Christian Meadows (6-4, 338, Fr.) 

RO MikeArnold* (6-5, 340, Jr) 
Dontae Lucas (6-3, 330, Fr.) 

RT LandonDickerson (6-6, 320, Jr.) 
Abdul Bello (6-6, 310, Sr.) 

TE Tre’ McKitty* (6-5, 245, Jr.) 
Gabe Nabers (6-3, 243, Sr.) 

WR TamorrionTerry* (6-4, 203, So.) 
Tre’Shaun Harrison (6-2, 191, So.) 

WR KeithGavin* (6-3, 212, Sr.) 
Ontaria Wilson (6-0, 170, So.) 

WR  D.J. Matthews (5-10, 156, Jr.) 
Keyshawn Helton (5-9, 165, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Janarius Robinson’ (6-5, 261, Jr.) 
Dennis Briggs Jr. (6-4, 260, Fr.) 

DY MarvinWilson (6-5, 314, Jr.) 
Robert Cooper (6-2, 369, So,) 

DT Cory Durden (6-5, 305, So.) 
Ja‘len Parks (6-4, 315, So.) 

DE JoshuaKaindoh (6-7, 261, Jr.) 
Jamarcus Chatman (6-2, 267, Fr.) 

LB Dontavious Jackson’ (6-3, 233, Sr.) 
Leonard Warner Ill (6-4, 225, Jr.) 

LB  DeCalonBrooks* (5-10, 205, So.) 
Adonis Thomas (6-4, 235, Sr.) 

LB  Hamsah Nasirildeen’ (6-4, 215, Jr.) 
Emmett Rice (6-2, 210, Jr.) 

CB Stanford Samuels ll* (6-2, 185, Jr.) 
Kyle Meyers* (6-0, 174, Sr.) 

CB Asante Samuel Jr. (5-10, 178, So.) 
A.J. Lytton (5-11, 179, So.) 

s Jaiden Lars-Woodbey’ (6-3, 223, So.) 
Cyrus Fagan (6-1, 191, Jr.) 

S _Levonta Taylor* (5-10, 181, Sr.) 
Akeem Dent (6-1, 182, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Ricky Aguayo’ (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
P Logan Tyler* (6-0, 191, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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ATLANTIC COAST 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

Dino Babers 
Fourth year (18-19) 


CAREER RECORD: 55-35 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Lynch (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Ward (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Carrier Dome 
CAPACITY: 49,262 
TICKETS: 1-888-DOMETIX 
SITE: Syracuse, N.Y. 
WEBSITE: cuse.com 
TWITTER: @CuseFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 @Liberty 
S.7@Maryland 
S14 Clemson 

$.21_ Western Michigan 
$.28 Holy Cross 
O10 @N.C. State 
O18 Pittsburgh 
0.26 @Florida State 
N.2 Boston College 
N16 @Duke 

N.23 @Louisville 
N.30 Wake Forest 


2018 RESULTS: 10-3 


A331 @West. Michigan 55-42 
S.8. Wagner 62-10 
S15 Florida State 30-7 
S.22 Connecticut 51-21 
S.29_ @Clemson 23-27 


O6 @Pittsburgh (OT) 37-44 
0.20 North Carolina(20T) 40-37 


0.27 N.C. State 51-41 
N.S. @Wake Forest 41-24 
N9 Louisville 54-23 
N17 Notre Dame* 3-36 
N.24 @Boston College 42-21 
D.28 West Virginia** 34-18 
“Bronx, NY 

**Camping World Bowl 


TB Moe Neal 


Dino Babers delivered on his 
promise last fall, bringing 
riveting football to central New 
York after Syracuse was mired in 
irrelevance for a generation. 

The Orange went 10-3 a year 
ago, their best season since 2001. 
They came as close as anyone 
to upending eventual national 
champion Clemson—and on the 
road, no less. They also turned back West 
Virginia in their first bowl appearance since 
2013. 

Now comes the tough part: the encore. 
But it won’t be anywhere near as difficult 
as paving the way for last year’s breakout, 
which came after Syracuse recorded three 
winning seasons in the previous 16 years. 

That isn’t ancient history, but Babers has 
moved the Orange beyond their miserable 
immediate past. Syracuse has an appealing 
up-tempo identity, fielded a balanced 
offense a year ago and continued its 
progression from poor to “solid enough” on 
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TOP NFL PROSPECT 
_DE Alton Robinson 


The 6-4, 257-pound senior is a two-year 
starter for the Orange and has 23.0 tackles for 
loss and 15.0 sacks in 24 career games. The 
Texan was a second-team All-ACC pick a year 
ago and should be one of the league’s most 
impactful defensive linemen in his final college 
season. 


the defensive side of the ball. 

While it’s tempting to point to the 
graduation of quarterback Eric Dungey 
as the major subplot for the Orange, the 
return of so much on defense might be as 
good a reason as any to believe Syracuse 
will maintain a place in the top half of the 
Atlantic Division. 

Of particular interest is a secondary that 
helped the Orange jump from 102nd to 47th 
nationally in pass-efficiency defense. Yes, 


BABERS: MARY SCHWALM / AP: NEAL: RICHARD SHIRO / AP 


_ Ss 


CISCO: ADRIAN KRAUS / AP 


Syracuse gave up a lot of yards through the air, but opponents 
were often trying to rally against the Orange. 

Andre Cisco intercepted seven passes and broke up 11 more 
as a freshman. He and senior Evan Foster should form one 
of the league’s top safety tandems. Cornerback Christopher 
Fredrick, who has started 31 games in a row, will also be a 
stabilizing presence for the Orange. 

Syracuse will benefit from a pair of entrenched defensive 
ends. Seniors Alton Robinson (17.0 tackles for loss, 10.0 sacks) 
and Kendall Coleman (12.0, 10.0) will anchor a line that does 
have to replace three-year starter Chris Slayton at tackle. 

Much like a year ago, linebacker appears to be a question 
mark heading into the season. Syracuse found solid answers 
in Ryan Guthrie and Kielan Whitner last year, and will hope 
the likes of Andrew Armstrong, Tyrell Richards and Lakiem 
Williams can emerge this fall to replace those graduated 
seniors. 

Still, a dominant storyline will be how well Tommy DeVito 
fares as Dungey’s successor under center. DeVito does have 
the benefit of some experience, having led the Orange to 
victories over Florida State and North Carolina while Dungey 
was injured. Still, there will be an adjustment for Syracuse a 
year after it scored a school-record 523 points. 

DeVito does have some established help returning. Tailback 
Moe Neal led the Orange on the ground with 869 yards and 
could assume an even larger share of the rushing duties with 
the departure of fellow back Dontae Strickland and the rugged 
Dungey. 

Unlike Babers’ first two seasons, Syracuse didn’t produce 
a1,000-yard receiver in 2018. The upshot is the Orange had 
considerably more balance through the air, and senior Sean 
Riley, sophomore Taj Harris and junior Nykeim Johnson all 
topped 40 receptions and 500 yards last year. 

The Orange must replace three multiyear starters on the 
offensive line, though the right side is tested with returnees 
Evan Adams at guard and Airon Servais (who swings over 
from center) at tackle. 

Syracuse also brings back kicker Andre Szmyt, who claimed 
the Lou Groza Award as a freshman after making 30 of 34 field 
goals. 

The Orange were exceptionally opportunistic last year, 
both on a game-to-game basis (plus-13 turnover margin) and 
by exploiting down years by Florida State and Louisville to 
climb near the top of the Atlantic Division. 

Syracuse won’t surprise anyone this time around, but 
the foundation from Babers’ first three seasons should net 
another bow! berth and perhaps a Top 25 ranking at the end 
of the season. 
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Coach Dino Babers TOP SIGNEES esi (e 
and his staffare pumped 1 LeeKpogba, .! 3© 
about getting eight to 2 Mikel Jones, | 8 © 


enroll early, headlined by 
linebacker Mikel Jones 
and offensive lineman Anthony Red, both of whom could 
start as true freshmen. The emphasis this cycle was on the 
point of attack on both sides of the ball, with four offensive 
linemen and six defensive linemen making up half the class. 
Grad-transfer offensive tackle Ryan Alexander was also a 
pivotal addition. The best prospect in the class is speedy 
defensive back Cornelius Nunn, who spurned his hometown 
Miami Hurricanes to play for the Orange. 


3 Cornelius Nunn, 08 3» 


DB Andre Cisco 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 

Tommy Deo 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int “Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 
+ 1095 44-873 50.6 525 4) 656 
RUSHING — GP Att. Net Avg. 1D 
MoeNeal 13 155 869 56 5 669 


RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


SeanRiley 13 64 756 18 3 58.2 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Evan Foster 13 56 30 | 8 
“SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Kendall Coleman 2. 100 78 

Alton Robinson 2 100 54 

“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Andre Cisco 7.47 #67 O 
2018 TEAM STATS 

SCORING §23 351 

Points Per Game 40.2 27.0 

FIRSTDOWNS 303 258 

Rushing 140 103 

Passing 134 133 

Penalty 29 22 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2590 2112 
Yards gained rushing 2969 2561 


Yards lost rushing 379 449 
Rushing Attempts 602 488 
Average Per Rush 4.3 4.3 


Average Per Game 199.2 162.5 
TDs Rushing 38 20 


PASSING YARDAGE 3441 3433 
Comp-Att-int 271-461-12 255-463-18 
Average Per Pass 75 7.4 
Average Per Catch 12.7 13.9 
Average Per Game 264.7 264.1 
TDs Passing 22 20 

TOTAL OFFENSE 6031 5545 
Total Plays 1063 951 
Average Per Play 57 5.8 


Average Per Game 463.9 426.5 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 29-560 22-403 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 24-356 16-158 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS 18-93 12-139 


KICK RETURNAVG, 19.3 18.3 
PUNTRETURN AVG, 14.8 9.9 
INTRETURN AVG. 5.2 1.6 
FUMBLES-LOST 15-6 24-13 


PENALTIES-YARDS 94-768 99-799 


Average Per Game 59.1 61.5 
PUNTS-YARDS 68-2911 80-3222 
Average Per Punt 42.8 40.3 


Net punt average 39.3 35.3 
TIMEOFPOSS,/GAME 30:29 29:31 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 85/212 56/196 


3rd-Down Pet. 40% 29% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 10/18 1/25 
4th-Down Pct. 56% 44% 
SACKSBY-YARDS 43-279 37-243 

MISC. YARDS 31 0 
TDSSCORED 62 42 
FG-ATTEMPTS 30-34 20-26 
ATTENDANCE 222260 198945 


Games/AvgPerGame 6/37043 5/39789 
Neutral Site Games sia aes 


SYRACUSE 158 131 118 103 13 523 
Opponent 89 56 108 81 17 351 


_— 


5-YEAR RECORD 25-36 


3-9 48 4-8 4-8 10-3 


IWINS LOSSES I 
CT: Conference Title - BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
QB Tommy DeVito (6-2, 207, So.) 
Clayton Welch (6-5, 248, Sr.) 
TB MoeNeal* (5-11, 197, Sr.) 
Jarveon Howard (5-10, 213, So.) 
LT Carlos Vettorello (6-4, 281, Fr.) 
Anthony Red (6-5, 283, Fr.) 
LO Dakota Davis (6-5, 341, So.) 
Austin Chandler (6-4, 303, So.) 
Sam Heckel (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
Andrejas Duerig (6-3, 308, Sr.) 
RO EvanAdams* (6-6, 341, Sr.) 
Patrick Davis (6-5, 325, Jr.) 
Airon Servais* (6-6, 282, Jr.) 
Mike Clark (6-8, 308, Jr.) 
Chris Elmore (6-0, 299, Jr.) 
Aaron Hackett (6-3, 242, Jr.) 
Nykeim Johnson* (5-8, 175, Jr.) 
Cooper Lutz (6-0, 200, Fr.) 
Sean Riley* (5-8, 170, Sr.) 
Trishton Jackson (6-1, 194, Jr.) 
Taj Harris* (6-2, 175, So.) 
Anthony Queeley (6-2, 192, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE AltonRobinson* (6-4, 257, Sr.) 
Kingsley Jonathan (6-3, 251, Jr.) 
DY McKinley Williams* (6-4, 294, Sr.) 
Kenneth Ruff (6-1, 302, Sr.) 
NT  JoshBlack (6-3, 277, Jr.) 
Shaq Grosvenor (6-2, 284, Sr.) 
DE KendallColeman* (6-3, 252, Sr.) 
Brandon Berry (6-4, 243, Sr.) 
LB Andrew Armstrong (6-2, 234, Sr.) 
Tyrell Richards (6-4, 236, So.) 
LB Lakiem Williams (6-0, 233, Sr.) 
Juan Wallace (6-2, 217, So.) 
CB Christopher Fredrick* (5-11, 197, Sr.) 
Adrian Cole (5-10, 165, Fr.) 
CB CarlJones (6-1, 185, Sr.) 
Ifeatu Melifonwu (6-3, 200, So.) 
NB Trill Williams (6-2, 202, So.) 
Allen Stritzinger (6-0, 196, Jr.) 
s Evan Foster* (6-0, 217, Sr.) 
Devon Clarke (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
S$  AndreCisco* (6-0, 198, So.) 
Eric Coley (6-2, 186, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K AndreSzmyt* (6-1, 186, So.) 
P Sterling Hofrichter* (5-9, 195, Sr.) 


° 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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ATLANTIC COAST 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Dave Doeren 
Seventh year (43-34) 


CAREER RECORD: 66-38 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Des Kitchings (first year) 
George McDonald (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Dave Huxtable (seventh year) 
Tony Gibson (first year) 


STADIUM: Carter-Finley Stadium 
CAPACITY: 57,583 

TICKETS: 919-865-1510 

SITE: Raleigh, N.C. 

WEBSITE: gopack.com 
TWITTER: @PackFootball 


et |_| 


Vs 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31_ East Carolina 
S7_Western Carolina 
$14 @West Virginia 
S.21_ Ball State 

$.28 @Florida State 
0.10 Syracuse 

O18 @Boston College 
N.2__ @Wake Forest 
N.9 Clemson 

N16 Louisville 

N.21 @Georgia Tech 
N.30_ North Carolina 


2018 RESULTS: 9-4 


S.1_ James Madison 24-13 
S.8 Georgia State 41-7 
$.22. @Marshall 37-20 
S.29 Virginia 35-21 
06 Boston College 28-23 
0.20 @Clemson 7-41 
0.27 @Syracuse 41-51 
N.3 Florida State 47-28 
N.8 Wake Forest 23-27 
N17? @Louisville 52-10 
N.24 @North Carolina(OT) 34-28 
Di East Carolina 58-3 
D.31__ Texas A&M* _ 13-52 
“Gator Bowl 


TB Ricky Person Jr. 


The most interesting thing about N.C. State as it heads 
into the 2019 season is who is no longer around a 
program coming off back-to-back winning records in 
ACC play for the first time since 1991-92. 
No more Ryan Finley at quarterback, Reggie Gallaspy 
at tailback, Kelvin Harmon and Jakobi Meyers at 
wideout or Germaine Pratt at linebacker. 

All of which means there will be opportunities for the next 
generation of Wolfpack stars to emerge—and coach Dave 
Doeren surely hopes it will happen quickly as N.C. State seeks 
its sixth bowl trip in a row. 

The biggest questions linger on offense, where the exodus 
of skill-position players isn’t the only thing ensuring a new 
look. N.C. State also graduated a pair of three-year starters on 
the offensive line (including Rimington Award winner Garrett 
Bradbury), and coordinator Eliah Drinkwitz left to become 
Appalachian State’s head coach. 

Doeren promoted Des Kitchings and George McDonald from 
within to run the offense, and an important task will be finding 
a successor to Finley. Sophomore Matthew McKay is the most 
experienced returning option, but redshirt freshman Devin 
Leary, early enrollee Ty Evans and junior-college transfer Bailey 
Hockman (who began his career at Florida State) will have 
chances to land the job. 

N.C. State has also produced three different 1,000-yard 
rushers over the last three years, and the best early candidate 
to continue that trend is sophomore Ricky Person Jr., who 
collected 471 yards on the ground last season but missed spring 
ball after undergoing surgery. If Person does win the job, he’ll 
work behind a line coming off the graduation of three starters. 

The defense is more settled and might need to carry the 
Wolfpack in the season’s early stages. Senior safety Jarius 
Morehead (81 tackles, 3 interceptions) enters his third year as a 
starter and will be a central figure in the secondary. 

Isaiah Moore was a force at linebacker as a freshman, and it 
is possible junior Brock Miller joins him as a starter. However, 
redshirt freshman Payton Wilson and early enrollee Drake 
Thomas (the brother of starting wideout Thayer Thomas) are 
expected to contend for playing time. 

N.C. State has some seasoning on the defensive line, where 
James Smith-Williams is a returning starter at end and fellow 
graduate student Deonte Holden is a possibility to claim the spot 
on the other side. 


=4 


w 
: 
w 
v2) 
fs 
QO 
e) 
w 
oo 
> 
big 
i) 
uv 


ee 
a 
; 
~ 
fon 
© 
K 
2 
a 


g 
re) 
° 
2 
o 
o 
2 
8 
= 
> 
o 
o 
g 
= 
ra) 
2 
3 
oO 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Matthew McKay (6-4, 210, So.) 
Ricky Person Jr. (6-1, 210, So.) 
Justin Witt" (6-6, 310, Jr.) 

Joe Sculthorpe (6-3, 314, Jr.) 
Grant Gibson (6-1, 300, So.) 
Joshua Fedd-Jackson* (6-3, 329, Jr.) 
Tyrone Riley (6-6, 290, Sr.) 
Cary Angeline (6-7, 254, Jr.) 
C.J. Riley (6-4, 206, Jr.) 

Emeka Emezie* (6-3, 208, Jr.) 
Thayer Thomas (6-1, 193, So.) 


ENSE 
James Smith-Williams* (6-3, 270, Sr.) 
Larrell Murchison‘ (6-3, 29, Sr.) 
Alim McNeill (6-2, 299, So.) 
Deonte Holden (6-4, 247, Sr.) 
Payton Wilson (6-4, 240, Fr.) 
Isaiah Moore* (6-2, 233, So.) 
Nick McCloud* (6-1, 186, Sr.) 
Teshaun Smith (6-3, 187, So.) 
Stephen Griffin* (6-3, 210, Sr.) 
Jarius Morehead* (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
Tanner Ingle* (5-10, 186, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& Christopher Dunn* (5-8, 177, So.) 
P Mackenzie Morgan (6-2, 215, So.) 
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*Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
2a sPoRTsS 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES uae 


1 Savion Jackson, DE 4+ 
2 C.J. Clark, OT 4» 
3 Joshua Harris, 0) 4 


The Wolfpack signed one 
of the best defensive-line 
classes in the country, 
and they all come from 
in-state: four-stars Savion 
Jackson, C.J. Clark and 
Joshua Harris along with 
three-star Terrell Dawkins. 
Quarterback recruiting also 
went well as prolific passer 
Ty Evans flipped from in-state 
Colorado late in the process 
and top-ranked juco QB 
Bailey Hockman also signed. 
This is a balanced, talented 
class at every level on both 
sides and should propel the 
program to new heights. 


DOEREN: BEN MCKEOWN / AP: PERSON JR: CHRIS SEWARD / AP 


ADAZZIO: MARY SCHWALM / AP: DILLON: MICHAEL CONROY / AP 
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OFFENSE 

Anthony Brown (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
AJDillon* (6-0, 250, Jr.) 

Ben Petrula* (6-5, 310, Jr.) 
Anthony Palazzolo (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
Alec Lindstrom (6-4, 290, So.) 
John Phillips* (6-6, 305, Sr.) 
Tyler Vrabel (6-5, 300, Fr.) 
Jake Burt (6-3, 250, Sr.) 

Chris Garrison* (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
Kobay White* (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
Ben Glines (6-2, 215, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Marcus Valdez(6-1, 260, So.) 
DT Tanner Karafa* (6-3, 285, Sr.) 
DT TJRayam (6-1, 300, Jr.) 

DE Brandon Barlow (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
LB Isaiah McDuffie* (6-2, 225, Jr.) 
LB Davon Jones (5-10, 235, Sr.) 

LB MaxRichardson* (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
cB 
cB 


f2dn55°S 598 


Brandon Sebastian* (6-1, 185, So.) 
Tate Haynes (6-1, 190, So.) 
$  MehdiElAttrach (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
s Mike Palmer (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
S 


PECIALISTS 


K Danny Longman (6-2, 180, So.) 
P Grant Carlson* (6-0, 190, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


TB AJ Dillon 


Death, taxes and Boston College winning seven football 
games each season. 

Outside of Clemson, there isn’t a more reliable team 
in the ACC than the Eagles, who had finished 7-6 four 
times in five years before 2018. Boston College wound 
up 7-5 last season after poor weather canceled its bowl 

game. 

So, yes, the secondary is in need of a rebuild and there are 
three new starters on both lines. However, there’s enough here 
in place—and a manageable-enough nonconference schedule, at 
least outside of a November trek to Notre Dame-to see a path to 
yet another winning season in Chestnut Hill. 

So much of it starts with a well-honed offensive identity, one 
built around tailback AJ Dillon. The junior rushed for 1,108 yards 
and 10 touchdowns in just 10 games last year, and he projects to 
again be in for a heavy workload in the Eagles’ rugged offense. 

Coach Steve Addazio also returns third-year starter Anthony 
Brown at quarterback. The junior settled in last fall after a 
choppy debut campaign in 2017, throwing for 20 touchdowns to 


2aFSPORTS. 3 : 

i help provide a credible passing threat to balance out the Eagles’ 
ica tipo dstnaeion ai rushing attack. Bank on junior wideout Kobay White (team-high 
TOP SIGNEES 526 receiving yards) to take another step forward this year. 


1 Patrick Garwo, 28 3% 
2 Sam Johnson, Of 3» 
3 Shitta Sillah, LS 3 


Signing receiver Zay 
Flowers will bolster the 
dynamic ability in the 
receiver room, and landing 
safety Connor Grieco late 
in the process was a coup 
for coach Steve Addazio 
and his staff. The Eagles 
recruited big, long bodies in 
the trenches on both sides 
of the ball, and it wouldn’t be 
surprising if linebacker Shitta 
Sillah turns into a star on the 
edge of the front seven. 


There is some tinkering to be done with the line, where 
tackle Ben Petrula will likely shift from the right side to the left 
and guard John Phillips is poised to start full time after seeing 
his role increase midway through last season. 

Boston College could lean on some young linemen with 
pedigrees: Center Alec Lindstrom’s brother Chris started the last 
two years for the Eagles, while tackle Tyler Vrabel’s father Mike 
won three Super Bowls with the New England Patriots and now 
is head coach of the Tennessee Titans. 

The Eagles allowed only three opponents to score 30 points 
or more last season, though there are holes to fill on what has 
become a typically strong defense. The strength of this year’s 
unit is probably the linebackers, where Isaiah McDuffie (85 
tackles) and Max Richardson (76) are the most established 
returnees. 

Only one starter is back on the defensive front (tackle Tanner 
Karafa) and in the secondary (cornerback Brandon Sebastian), 
but if those units get up to speed Boston College will again be a 
tough out for the rest of the ACC. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH: 


Steve Addazio 
Seventh year (38-38) 


CAREER RECORD: 51-49 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Bajakian (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bill Sheridan (first year) 


STADIUM: Alumni Stadium 
CAPACITY: 44,500 
TICKETS: 617-552-GOBC 
SITE: Chestnut Hill, Mass. 
WEBSITE: bceagles.com 
TWITTER: @BCFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 VirginiaTech _ 
$7 Richmond 
$13__Kansas 

$21 @Rutgers 
S.28 Wake Forest 
O05  @Louisville 
O19 N.C. State 
0.26 @Clemson 
N.2 @Syracuse 
N.Q_ Florida State 
N.23 @Notre Dame 
N.30 @Pittsburgh 


2018 RESULTS: 7-5 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1__ Massachusetts §5-21 
S8 Holy Cross 62-14 
S13. @Wake Forest 41-34 
S$.22 @Purdue 13-30 
$29 Temple 45-35 
O6 @N.C. State 23-28 
013 Louisville 38-20 
0.26 Miami (Fla.) 27-14 
N.3 @Virginia Tech 31-21 
N10 Clemson 7-27 
N17 @Florida State 21-22 
N.24 Syracuse 21-42 
0.26 Boise State* 

*First Responder Bowl 


(Game cancelled - weather) 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 
Dave Clawson 
Sixth year (28-35) 


CAREER RECORD: 118-115 


WAKE FOREST 


STAFF 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Warren Ruggiero (sixth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR I ot RS 
3 
Lyle Hemphill (first year) 2015 1 2016 | 2017 } 2018 
TEAMIINEO - LWINS | LOSSES| 
CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 
STADIUM: BB&T Field 
CAPACITY: 31,500 
TICKETS: 1-888-758-DEAC 2019 PROJECTED 
SITE: Winston-Salem, N.C. STARTERS 
WEBSITE: godeacs.com 
OFFENSE 
TWITTER: Walkers QB SamHartman* (6-1, 200, So) 
RB CadeCamey (5-11, 215, Sr.) 
LY JustinHerron (6-5, 290, Sr.) 
LO _Je'Vionte’ Nash (6-3, 305, Jr.) 
© —ZachTom (6-4, 285, So) 
RG  NathanGilliam* (6-5, 290, Sr.) 
RT  JakeBenzinger* (6-7, 300, Sr.) 
TE  JackFreudenthal* (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
What Wake Forest has done the last three seasons wR Sepa Surent ass ae ai 
C WR Scotty -5, 215, Sr, 
under coach Dave Clawson should not go unnoticed nor San Kessel flea (6-0, 100,82) 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.30 Utah State 


S66 @Rice 

S.12 _ North Carolina 

$.21 Elon 

S.28 @Boston College 

O12 Louisville 

O19 Florida State 

N.2__ N.C. State 

N9  @Virginia Tech 

N.16. @Clemson 

N.23. Duke 

N.30 @Syracuse 

2018 RESULTS: 7-6 
A30 @Tulane (OT) 23-17 
S.8 Towson 51-20 
$13 Boston College 34-41 
$.22 Notre Dame 27-56 
$.29_ Rice 56-24 
0.6 Clemson 3-63 
0.20 @Florida State 17-38 
0.27 @Louisville 56-35 
N3 Syracuse 24-41 
N8  @N.C. State 27-23 
N17 Pittsburgh 13-34 
N.24 @Duke 59-7 
D.22 Memphis* 37-34 
*Birmingham Bowl 


unappreciated. 
The Demon Deacons have posted three straight 
winning campaigns for only the second time in their 66 
years in the ACC. And they’ve won bowl games in three 
consecutive seasons for the first time in program history. 

So even with this placement in the conference, make no 
mistake: Wake Forest will be a handful. And even with some 
holes to fill-notably star wideout Greg Dortch and stalwart 
safety Cameron Glenn-the Demon Deacons will again be in the 
hunt to land a postseason appearance. 

Sorting out the quarterback situation will be one of Wake’s 
biggest priorities. Sophomore Sam Hartman drew the bulk of 
the starts last year, but junior Jamie Newman will have a chance 
to win the job as well after getting some looks in 2018. 

Tailback Cade Carney rumbled for 1,005 yards last year, and 
he’ll anchor a running game that will try to make up for the loss 
of three starting offensive linemen. However, left tackle Justin 
Herron returns from a knee injury and possesses three years of 
starting experience. 

The departures of Dortch and Alex Bachman reduce the 
number of tested targets, but Sage Surratt caught 41 passes 
for 581 yards as a redshirt freshman last season. Former 
quarterback Kendall Hinton is moving to receiver for his senior 
campaign, and sophomore Jaquarii Roberson could make an 
impact out wide after producing some solid moments in the 
spring. 

End Carlos Basham Jr. (team-high 11.0 tackles for loss) is 
back to spearhead a defensive line that graduated both starting 
tackles. Junior Sulaiman Kamara and sophomore Dion Bergan 
Jr. both played in every game last season and project to fill 
larger roles this fall. 

Senior linebacker Justin Strnad led the Deacons last season 
with 105 tackles, and he and junior DJ Taylor are tested options 
in the middle. Junior Luke Masterson could play safety, rover or 
linebacker, while Essang Bassey and Amari Henderson make up 
one of the most tested cornerback tandems in the ACC. 

Wake Forest has little to worry about on special teams. 
Punter Dom Maggio enters his fourth season as a starter, while 
kicker Nick Sciba was 19-of-22 on field goals and perfect on 50 
extra points as a freshman. 


GERSIRa 


FENSE 
Carlos Basham Jr.* (6-5, 275, Jr.) 
Sulaiman Kamara (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
Dion Bergan Jr. (6-1, 295, So.) 
Manny Walker (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
Justin Stmad* (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
DJ Taylor* (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
ROV Ja’Cquez Williams (6-2, 210, Jr.) 
Essang Bassey* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
Amari Henderson* (6-1, 180, Sr.) 
Luke Masterson (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
Nasir Greer (6-0, 200, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K NickSciba* (5-9, 190, So.) 


P Dom Maggio* (6-3, 190, Sr.) 


*Returning Starter 
& Smith's. 
2a sPoRTS 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES Wana 


1 DonavonGreene, \)) 4% 
2 Nolan Groulx, Wi) 4« 
3 Shamar McCollum, 9< 36 


The Demon Deacons’ 
21-player class is led by 
one of the best blends of 
playmakers signed in the 
conference, including a 
pair of terrific receivers in 
Donavon Greene and Nolan 
Groulx, along with all-purpose 
back Kendrell Flowers and 
tight end Cameron Hite. 
Coach Dave Clawson and his 
staff also signed an intriguing 
quarterback out of Florida in 
Michael Kern. On the other 
side of the ball, Shamar 
McCollum has the ability to be 
one of the league's best pass 
rushers. 
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CLAWSON: CHUCK BURTON / AP. CARNEY: BEN MCKEGWN / AP 


SATTERFIELD: TIMOTHY D. EASLEY / AP: FITZPATRICK: ADRIAN KRAUS / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 36-28 


9-4 85 9-4 85 2-10 


CT: Conference Title» BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Jawon Pass* (6-4, 231, Jr.) 
Hassan Hall* (6-0, 186, So.) 
Mekhi Becton* (6-7, 355, Jr.) 
Cole Bentley* (6-3, 316, Jr.) 
T.J. McCoy (6-1, 305, Sr.) 
Caleb Chandler (6-4, 295, So.) 
Adonis Boone (6-5, 295, So.) 
Jordan Davis (6-4, 254, Sr.) 
Seth Dawkins* (6-3, 218, Sr.) 
Devante Peete* (6-6, 205, Sr.) 
Dez Fitzpatrick* (6-2, 202, Jr.) 


ENSE 
Amonte Caban (6-1, 253, Sr.) 
G.G. Robinson* (6-4, 298, Sr.) 
Tabarius Peterson* (6-3, 252, Jr.) 
Nick Okeke* (6-3, 242, So.) 
C.J. Avery* (5-11, 221, Jr.) 
Dorian Etheridge* (6-3, 230, Jr.) 
Rodjay Burns* (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
Anthony Johnson (6-1, 191, So.) 
Cornelius Sturghill* (5-11, 188, Sr.) 
Khane Pass* (6-1, 205, Sr.) 
TreSean Smith (6-1, 202, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Blanton Creque* (5-11, 192, Sr.) 
P = Mason King’ (6-3, 212, Sr.) 


9 gggnascssee 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a srorTs 


RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Ja’Darien Boykin, -— 4» 
2 Zach Williamson, 5» 
3 Zach Edwards, 9 5» 


New coach Scott 
Satterfield didn’t have much 
time to put a class together 
after he was hired away 
from Appalachian State in 
December. But this is a quality 
16-player group, with edge 
rusher Ja‘Darien Boykin being 
a tackles-for-loss machine, 
linebacker Zach Edwards 
looking like a steal out of 
Mississippi and Jamel Starks 
bolstering the secondary. 
Florida and Georgia were 
good states to the Cardinals 
this cycle and will continue to 
be so under the new regime 
moving forward. 


DUISVILLE 


CARDINALS 


Besides perhaps Rutgers, there wasn’t a power- 

conference team that endured a more miserable season 

in 2018 than Louisville. Heisman Trophy-winning 

quarterback Lamar Jackson was no longer around to 

mask shortcomings in other areas of the program, and 

the Cardinals swallowed an eight-figure buyout to be rid 
of former coach Bobby Petrino as a 2-10 season was winding to a 
close. 

Enter Scott Satterfield, who went 51-24 over the last six 
seasons at Appalachian State with three straight Sun Belt 
Conference titles and bow] wins, and immediately set out to 
repair relationships with local high school coaches alienated by 
the previous regime. 

Fixing everything on the field might require a little more 
time and effort for Satterfield, 46, and his staff. The numbers 
only begin to detail the depths that the Cardinals’ defense fell to 
last season. Louisville ranked 122nd nationally in total defense 
(483.5 yards a game) and 127th in scoring defense (44.1 points 
a game). The Cardinals yielded 50 points on seven occasions, 
including in each of the last five games. 

Louisville brings back eight starters on defense, which may 
or may not be a particularly good thing. Yes, the Cardinals 
were young last year, but they often looked uninterested, 
too. Petrino’s troops forced only 13 turnovers all season and 
managed just 11 sacks. 

Best-case scenario? Coaching was the biggest problem and 
anew voice in charge of the program can inspire at least an 
average performance. Two keys will be junior linebackers CJ. 
Avery (56 tackles) and Dorian Etheridge (55), both of whom 
missed at least two games last season. 

There’s work to be done as well on offense, where 
sophomore Malik Cunningham and junior Jawon Pass return 
after splitting starting duties at quarterback last season. Expect 
early enrollee Evan Conley to also compete for the job in an 
offense that’s likely to rely on the run. Under Satterfield, App 
State ranked among the nation’s top 15 teams in rushing yards 
per attempt in each of the last five seasons. 

Like most areas, the rushing game was a struggle last season 
for Louisville. Cunningham ran for a team-best 497 yards, with 
returnee Hassan Hall (303 yards) the top running back. 

Louisville must replace three starting offensive linemen 
and two more part-timers up front, a priority for a team that 
exhibited modest depth in that area last season. The Cards 
have experience at receiver, however, with Dez Fitzpatrick (422 
receiving yards), Chatarius Atwell (406) and Seth Dawkins (329). 

There’s bound to be some sort of a rebound under a proven 
new coach. The Cardinals won’t go winless in the ACC again, 
but expectations should be held in check. Earning a bowl bid 
will qualify as a success this season. 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH, 

Scott Satterfield 
First year 

CAREER RECORD: 51-24 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Dwayne Ledford (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Bryan Brown (first year) 
Cort Dennison (first year) 


STADIUM: Cardinal Stadium 
CAPACITY: 61,000 
TICKETS: 502-852-5151 
SITE: Louisville, Ky. 
WEBSITE: gocards.com 
TWITTER: @Uof| Football 


Satterfield 


2019 SCHEDULE 


S.2 Notre Dame 

S7 Eastern Kentucky 
S14 Western Kentucky* 
S.21_ @Florida State 
05 Boston College 
O12 @Wake Forest 
0.19 Clemson 

0.26 Virginia 

N.S  @Miami (Fla.) 
N16 @N.C. State 
N23 Syracuse 

N30 @Kentucky 


*Nashville, TN 


2018 RESULTS: 2-10 


S11 _ Alabama* 14-51 
S.8 Indiana State 31-7 
5.15 Western Kentucky 20-17 
§.22 @Virginia 3-27 
S.29_ Florida State 24-28 
O5 Georgia Tech 31-66 
0.13 @Boston College 20-38 
0.27 Wake Forest 35-56 
N.3 @Clemson 16-77 
N.9  @Syracuse 23-54 
N17 N.C. State 10-52 
N.24 Kentucky 10-56 
*Orlando, FL 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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ATLANTIC COAST 


FAST FACTS 

Bronco Mendenhall 

Fourth year (16-22) 

CAREER RECORD: 115-65 

CAVALIERS 


» 


A CULE LL 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Robert Anae (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Nick Howell (fourth year) 

Kelly Poppinga (second year) 
TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: Scott Stadium 
CAPACITY: 61,500 

TICKETS: 800-542-UVAI 

SITE: Charlottesville, Va. 
WEBSITE: virginiasports.com 
TWITTER: @UVAFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE CB Bryce Hall 


A.3\ @Pittsburgh 


S.6 William & Mary The Coastal Division has almost i IE saan 
S.14__ Florida State e llv sh ; ‘ ] OP NFL PROSPECT 
- qually shared its trips to the ACC 

$.21 Old Dominion ‘ A J . CB Bryce Hall 
$.28 @Notre Dame title game the last six years, with six ry 
Ol! @Miami (Fla.) different schools earning the chance F 
O19 Duke inter iie alec 6 ionshi The 6-1, 200-pound senior broke up 22 
0.26 @Louisville play om agu qc P amptonship. passes a year ago while starting every game, 
N.2 @North Carolina Only Virginia hasn’t taken a turn creating a superb cornerback tandem with Juan 
N.9 Georgia Tech in the event. But given the instability Thornhill. Now that Thornhill has graduated, it 
N.23 Liberty ; in the division and the Cavaliers’ is possible teams don’t challenge Hall nearly 
N29. Virginia Tac growth under fourth-year coach as much in his final college season. He had 62 
9018 RESULTS: 8-5 Bronco Mendenhall, an early- tackles (3.5 for loss) as a junior. 
December trip to Charlotte isn’t out of the 
S| Richmond 42-13 question. — ; 
$8 @Indiana 16-20 Virginia is coming off consecutive gen = 
a Chie" ae 4531 bow! trips for the first time & Carolina breaking in new coaches 3 
$29 @N.C. State 1-35 in more than a decade. It and Virginia Tech coming off an 3 
0.13 Miami (Fla.) 16-13 has an explosive, dual-threat uneven season, there isn’t an = 
0,20 @Duke __-_ 28-14 quarterback returning after obvious favorite in the Coastal. 2 
0.27 North Carolina 31-21 eg Sad bu Oy A § F , = 

; “ee = 
N.2_ Pittsburgh 3-23 thriving in his first season in the And it provides an opportunity = 
N.10_ Liberty _ 45-24 system. While they have holes to ors for Virginia to build off an 8-5 S 
N.1Z_.@Georgia Tech (OT) _27-30 fill, there isn’t a position where NAL RANK record last fall that was capped s 
N.23 @Virginia Tech(OT) 31-34 ‘ = 
D.29 South Carolina** 28-0 the Cavaliers took an unusually by a 28-0 thumping of South 5 
*Nashville. TN hard hit because of graduation Carolina in the Belk Bowl. z 
**Belk Bowl and other attrition. Having an established answer = 

With Georgia Tech, Miami and North at quarterback helps. Bryce Perkins = 
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MACK: MARK HUMPHREY / AP 


immediately asserted himself upon arriving from junior 
college last season, throwing for 2,680 yards and 25 
touchdowns while rushing for 923 yards and nine scores. 

Even more could be asked of him this season as Virginia 
seeks a new starting tailback and top pass-catching option. 
Jordan Ellis received 215 carries last season, and his 
graduation means the Cavaliers will look for a new workhorse 
back. Junior PK Kier got 26 carries in a reserve role, while 
Lamont Atkins had four attempts all year. 

The departure of Olamide Zaccheaus, who finished first in 
school history in receptions and second in receiving yards, 
is significant. But Hasise Dubois (52 catches, 578 yards) is a 
proven commodity, and veteran Joe Reed (18.6 yards a catch, 
7 TDs) is an established deep threat in addition to being one of 
the league’s best kickoff returners. 

Virginia figures to shuffle its offensive line a bit. Ryan 
Nelson started every game last season at left tackle and 
should again be a mainstay, while two-year starter Dillon 
Reinkensmeyer could shift from center to guard to make 
room for Air Force transfer Victor Oluwatimi. 

The Cavaliers were strong against the pass in 2018, ranking 
12th in the country in pass-efficiency defense. They’ll miss 
cornerback Juan Thornhill, but Bryce Hall was a consensus 
second-team All-America pick and one of the top defensive 
backs in the ACC. He'll be joined in the secondary by a pair of 
safeties with starting experience in Joey Blount and Brenton 
Nelson. 

Despite an abbreviated season, Jordan Mack ranked second 
on the team with 66 tackles and will be back to anchor the 
linebacking corps. Virginia must find a replacement for 
outside linebacker Chris Peace, who was the team’s top 
pass-rushing option. Charles Snowden, who had 7.5 tackles 
for loss while starting every game, is a prime candidate to fill 
that role. 

Senior defensive tackle Eli Hanback has more career starts 
than any other Cavalier returnee (36) and will provide a 
crucial presence up front in Virginia’s 3-4 alignment. 

Despite a rough debut season, Mendenhall has delivered 
in many of the ways Virginia hoped he would when he was 
poached from BYU. The Cavaliers, consistently one of the 
most penalized teams in the ACC earlier this decade, ranked 
13th nationally a year ago in fewest penalties per game. While 
they didn’t force a bunch of turnovers, they committed only 
19 in 13 games. 

That, coupled with a methodical approach to roster 
construction, helped Virginia record its first winning season 
since 2011 last year. There are more expectations this fall, but 
the Cavaliers have the pieces to contend for their first-ever 
trip to the ACC title game. 


aa srorrs RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES ren - 
1 Jowon Briggs, 9) 4» 

2 Hunter Stewart, -9 2» 

3 Nick Jackson, | S» 


The Cavaliers hit 
on some big targets in 
the front seven, led by 
Top247 defensive tackle 
Jowon Briggs, who was 
one of the quickest and strongest interior prep prospects in 
America. Between Ben Smiley Ill and four-star tackle Jeffrey 
M’ba, the point of attack on the defensive front is where 
coach Bronco. Mendenhall and his staff made up the most 
ground with this group. Receiver Dontayvion Wicks was a big 
addition on the offensive side and will be counted on right 
away. 


LB Jordan Mack 


RETURNING 

STAT LEADERS 

PASSING 

Bryce Perkins 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. TD Avg/G 
13, 147.5 | 225-349-9 64.5 2680 25 206.2 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
Bryce Perkins 13 212 923 44 9 710 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


HasiseDubois 13 52 578 1 5 445 
TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Jordan Mack § 277 39 #66 
sacks __ GP No. ‘Yards 
JordanMack 9 25 19 
Charles Snowden 3. 25 17 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 10 
JoeyBlount = 2) 31 | 5) 0 
CharlesSnowden = 223 SO 
Bryce Hall 23.5.) 0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
Bisa ee ee 
SCORING 370 261 
Points Per Game 28.5 20.1 
FIRSTDOWNS 276 213 
Rushing 136 92 
Passing 124 109 
Penalty 16 12 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2252 1918 
Yards gained rushing 2570 2161 


Yards lost rushing 318 243 
Rushing Attempts 499 442 
Average Per Rush 45 4.3 
Average Per Game 173.2 147.5 
TDs Rushing 19 15 
PASSING YARDAGE 2751 2379 
Comp-Att-int 228-358-9 196-373-17 
Average Per Pass 77 6.4 
Average Per Catch 121 121 
Average Per Game 211.6 183.0 
TDs Passing 26 12 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5003 4297 
Total Plays 857 815 
Average Per Play 5.8 5.3 


Average Per Game 384.8 330.5 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 32-814 24-599 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 36-247 14-45 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 17-287 9-167 


KICK RETURNAVG. 25.4 25.0 
PUNT RETURNAVG. 6.9 3.2 
INTRETURNAVG, 16.9 18.6 
FUMBLES-LOST 19-10 12-4 
PENALTIES-YARDS 59-528 71-638 
Average Per Game 40.6 49.1 
PUNTS-YARDS 52-2130 61-2555 
Average Per Punt 41,0 41.9 
Net punt average 37.8 37.2 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 32:34 27:26 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 84/171 —-73/181 


31d-Down Pct, 49% 40% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 8/13 10/23 

4th-Down Pet 62% 43% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 26-173 31-197 
MISC. YARDS "1 0 
TDSSCORED 46 30 
FG-ATTEMPTS 15-22 16-21 
ATTENDANCE 238232 211688 


Games/AvgPerGame 6/39705 5/42338 
2/26850 


Neutral Site Games 


WIRGINIA 114 87 76 93 0 370 
Opponent 67 78 44 66 6 26) 


5- YEAR RECORD 25-37 


5-7 4-8 210 67 85 


CT: Conference Titles BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
QB Bryce Perkins* (6-3, 210, Sr.) 
Brenfian Armstrong (6-2, 210, Fr.) 
Te = PKKier (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
Lamont Atkins (5-10, 215, Jr.) 
LT —RyanNelson* (6-4, 310, So.) 
Bobby Haskins (6-7, 280, So.) 
LG ChrisGlaser* (6-3, 300, Jr.) 
Joe Bissinger (6-4, 295, Fr.) 
Victor Oluwatimi (6-3, 295, So.) 
Tyler Fannin (6-3, 305, So.) 
Dillon Reinkensmeyer* (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
Ben Trent (6-5, 320, Jr.) 
Ryan Swoboda (6-10, 290, So.) 
Derek Devine (6-6, 295, Fr.) 
Tanner Cowley (6-4, 235, Sr.) 
Grant Misch (6-4, 240, Fr.) 
Tavares Kelly (5-8, 160, So.) 
Billy Kemp (5-9, 175, So.) 
Joe Reed’ (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
Ugo Obasi (6-0, 190, So.) 
Hasise Dubois* (6-3, 215, Sr.) 
Terrell Jana (6-0, 190, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE AaronFaumui(6-1, 280, So.) 
Tommy Christ (6-5, 285, So.) 
NT EliHanback* (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Jordan Redmond (6-0, 320, So.) 
DE Mandy Alonso (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
Richard Burney (6-4, 280, Sr.) 
LB Charles Snowden’ (6-7, 225, Jr.) 
Elliott Brown (6-5, 230, Jr.) 
L8 Jordan Mack* (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
iB 
is 
ce 
ce 


° 


T.C. Harrison (6-2, 215, Fr.) 
Robert Snyder* (6-2, 235, Jr.) 
Zane Zandier* (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
Matt Gahm (6-3, 225, Jr.) 
Noah Taylor (6-5, 205, So.) 
Darrius Bratton (6-0, 195, Jr.) 
Heskin Smith (5-11, 180, So.) 
Bryce Hall" (6-1, 200, Sr.) 
Nick Grant (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
Brenton Nelson’ (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
Chris Moore (6-0, 210, Jr.) 
s Joey Blount (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
De'Vante Cross (6-2, 205, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& —_BrianDelaney* (5-10, 200, Jr.) 
P Brian Delaney (5-10, 200, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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ATLANTIC COAST 


FAST FACTS 
Manny Diaz 


First year 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Dan Enos (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Blake Baker (first year) 
Ephraim Banda (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Hard Rock Stadium 
CAPACITY: 64,767 

TICKETS: 800-GO-CANES 
SITE: Coral Gables, Fla. 
WEBSITE: hurricanesports.com 
TWITTER: @CanesFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.24 Florida* 

S7  @North Carolina 
S14 Bethune-Cookman 
S.21_ Central Michigan 
05 Virginia Tech 

O11 Virginia 

O19 Georgia Tech 

0.26 @Pittsburgh 

N.2 @Florida State 

N.9 Louisville 

N.23 @Florida International 
N.30 @Duke 


*Orlando, FL 

2018 RESULTS: 7-6 

$2 _LSU* 17-33 
S.8_ Savannah State 77-0 
S15 @Toledo 49-24 
$.22 Florida Intl. 31-17 
S.27_ North Carolina 47.0 
O6 Florida State 28-27 
O13 @Virginia 13-16 
0.26 @Boston College 14-27 
N.3._ Duke 12-20 
N10 @Georgia Tech 21-27 
N17 @Virginia Tech 38-14 
N.24 Pittsburgh 24-3 
D.27_Wisconsin** 3-35 
“Arlington, TX 

**Pinstripe Bowl 


DE Jonathan Garvin 


Manny Diaz waited a while for his 
first head-coaching gig. Then he 
got two in less than three weeks. 
The 45-year-old architect 
of Miami’s “Turnover Chain” 
defense has been an FBS 
coordinator for more than a 
decade. And it seemed he’d 
found an excellent first head- 
coaching job when Temple hired 
him in mid-December. 

Then Mark Richt stepped down after three 
seasons at Miami and, less than a day later, 
Diaz was named the Hurricanes’ new coach. 

A Miami native and the school’s defensive 
coordinator for the last three seasons, 

Diaz knows full well the expectations he’s 
inheriting in Coral Gables. They are high. In 
a decade and a half as a member of the ACC, 
they are unmet. 

Richt seemed to have things on the right 
path in his first two years, delivering a 
10-win season in 2017. But the Hurricanes 


+ 


Diy : 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
DE Jonathan Garvin 


The 6-4, 250-pound junior was one of the 
ACC’s breakout players a season ago. He had 
three tackles for loss in Miami’s season opener 
against LSU, setting the tone for a year in which 
he managed 60 tackles (17.0 for loss), 5.5 sacks 
and two fumble recoveries. 


regressed to 7-6 last year, bedeviled by shaky 
quarterback play and a corresponding shaky 
offense. 

It begs the question: Is the answer to the 
vanishing offense a defensive guru? 

Diaz hopes to answer in the affirmative. 
For now, Miami’s greatest assets are 
probably on defense—both with personnel 
and coaching continuity, as several of Richt’s 
assistants remain from that side of the ball. 

It all starts, though, with some key pieces 


DIAZ: ALAN DIAZ / AP: GARVIN: LYNNE SLADKY / AP 
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BANDY- STEVE HELBER / AP 


of a defense that didn’t force quite so many turnovers as a 
year earlier but still kept Miami in nearly every game prior to 
an ugly Pinstripe Bowl loss to Wisconsin. Junior defensive end 
Jonathan Garvin managed 17.0 tackles for loss and will draw 
greater attention with the departures of end Joe Jackson and 
tackle Gerald Willis III. 

The linebacking corps should be one of the best in the 
ACC, if not the country. Senior Shaquille Quarterman has 
started every game since arriving on campus in 2016, and 
Michael Pinckney managed 11.0 tackles for loss last year. Zach 
McCloud is also a tested option who adds strength to the unit. 

Diaz’s biggest defensive concern is the secondary, where 
three starters depart. However, cornerback Trajan Bandy 
landed on the All-ACC third team last year after picking off 
three passes and recovering a pair of fumbles. He'll lead a 
group Diaz hopes can create the sort of chaos it did two years 
ago, when the Hurricanes generated 31 takeaways. 

Defense, though, can only answer so much. Miami led the 
country in pass-efficiency defense, was the stingiest third- 
down team in the FBS and ranked fourth nationally in total 
defense. To improve from last year’s disappointment, the 
offense will need to be better. 

There are two pivotal figures for that project. One is 
new offensive coordinator Dan Enos, who spent last year 
as Alabama’s quarterbacks coach. The other is Ohio State 
transfer Tate Martell, a former five-star recruit who was 
granted immediate eligibility in the spring and will have a 
chance to dislodge N’Kosi Perry as the starting quarterback, 

Junior DeeJay Dallas averaged 5.7 yards a carry in a reserve 
role last season, and he’s the most tested option in a group of 
running backs that also include Cam’ron Harris and Lorenzo 
Lingard. Jeff Thomas, who led the Hurricanes in receiving last 
season with 563 yards, also returns, and he'll be joined in the 
receivers room by Buffalo grad transfer K.J. Osborn. 

Solving the offensive-line puzzle will be critical if Miami is 
to return to the ACC title game. Junior Navaughn Donaldson 
started all but one contest last season on the right side of 
the line, and sophomore tackle DJ Scaife Jr. is the only other 
returnee who started multiple games in 2018. 

There’s also the matter of solving a more global problem: 
Can Miami shake off the collapse of Richt’s abbreviated 
tenure? The Hurricanes are 7-9 since starting 10-0 in 2017, and 
Diaz’s immediate task is engineering a reversal. Fortunately 
for him, Miami resides in the Coastal Division and, as is often 
the case, that half of the ACC is wide open. If the offensive line 
and secondary are solidified, the Hurricanes could be back in 
the chase for a division title quickly. 


BZaysrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 


For the first time since TOPSIGNEES Fine 


2015 the Hurricanes 1 Jeremiah Payton, /) 4% 
didn’t sign a top-25 class 2 Christian Williams, ©» ®« 
as they transitioned from 3 KeontraSmith, © 4» 

the retiring Mark Richt 

to new coach Manny Diaz. This class still has some players, 
though, including outside linebacker Avery Huff, who looks 
like a future star, and a pair of intriguing, big-bodied, athletic 
defensive linemen from New York in four-star Jason Blissett 
Jr. and Jared Harrison-Hunte. Flipping Top247 defensive 
back Christian Williams from Alabama late was big for Diaz 
and company too. Four-star edge rusher Jahfari Harvey 
could be a stud as well, and Top247 receiver Jeremiah 
Payton was the jewel pickup on offense. 


DB Trajan Bandy 


RETURNING 

STAT LEADERS 

» PASSING 

N'KosiPerry 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
N 149 = 97-191-6 50.8 1091 13° 99.2 


\RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
DeeJay Dallas 13 109 617 57 6 475 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
Jeff Thomas N35 563 1613 512 


TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
ShaquilleQuarteman 13° 45 | 37 = 82 


SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Shaquille Quarterman 3 66.0 4 


“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 


Trajan Bandy 3. 3 43 0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
|STATISTIC | MIA _| OPP | 
SCORING 374 253 
Points Per Game 28.8 19.5 
FIRSTDOWNS 222 205 
Rushing 7 107 
Passing 89 80 
Penalty 16 18 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2489 1863 
Yards gained rushing 2771 2334 


Yards lost rushing 282 471 

Rushing Attempts 479 526 

Average Per Rush 5.2 3.5 

Average Per Game 191.5 143.3 

TDs Rushing 25 15 
PASSING YARDAGE 


Comp-Attint 
Average Per Pass 
Average Per Catch 12.0 10.4 
Average Per Game 167.3 135.6 
a 


TDs Passing 19 

TOTAL OFFENSE 4664 3626 
Total Plays 835 843 
Average Per Play 5.6 43 


Average Per Game 358.8 278.9 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 29-673 24-540 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 22-436 22-221 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 16-230 14-292 


KICK RETURN AVG. 23.2 22.5 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 19.8 10.0 
INTRETURNAVG. 14.4 20.9 
FUMBLES-LOST 20-12 17-9 


PENALTIES-YARDS 73-602 62-611 
Average Per Game 


46.3 47.0 

PUNTS-YARDS 64-2448 83-3406 
Average Per Punt 38.2 41.0 
Net punt average 34.5 34.6 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 29:03 30:57 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 72/177 = 47/186 
3rd-Down Pet 41% 25% 

4TH-DOWNCONV. 10/23 6/14 


4th-Down Pct 43% 43% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 40-245 27-183 
MISC. YARDS -30 0 
TDSSCORED 50 28 
FG-ATTEMPTS 9-12 19-27 
ATTENDANCE 368814 225620 


Games/AvgPerGame 6/61469 5/45124 
Neutral Site Games 2/53331 


MIAMI 61 131 84 98 O 374 
Opponent 83 63 67 40 0 253 


5-YEAR RECORD 40-25 


6-7 85 9-4 10-3 7-6 
2014 | 2015 | 2016 § 2017 § 2018 
CS GE 


CT: Conference Title - BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 

OFFENSE 

QB TateMartell (5-11, 210, So.) 

N’Kosi Perry* (6-4, 195, So.) 

DeeJay Dallas (5-10, 220, Jr.) 

Cam'ron Harris (5-10, 190, So.) 

‘¥  DJScaife Jr.* (6-3, 300, So.) 

Kai-Leon Herbert (6-5, 302, So.) 

Navaughn Donaldson* (6-6, 340, Jr.) 

Cleveland Reed Jr. (6-3, 325, Fr.) 

Corey Gaynor (6-4, 305, So.) 

Tommy Kennedy (6-4, 285, Sr.) 

RO JohnCampbell Jr. (6-5, 310, Fr.) 
Zach Dykstra (6-6, 305, So.) 

RT  Zalon'taeHillery (6-6, 304, So.) 
George Brown Jr. (6-7, 310, Sr.) 

TE Brevin Jordan* (6-3, 245, So.) 
Will Mallory (6-5, 230, So.) 

WR Jeff Thomas* (5-10, 170, Jr.) 
Dee Wiggins (6-3, 195, So.) 

WR MikeHarley (5-9, 175, Jr.) 
Mark Pope (6-1, 180, So.) 

WR K.J.Osborn (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
Brian Hightower (6-3, 210, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE JonathanGarvin* (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
Scott Patchan (6-6, 255, Sr.) 

DT Pat Bethel* (6-3, 285, Sr.) 
Jonathan Ford (6-5, 300, Jr.) 

DY Nesta Jade Silvera (6-2, 305, So.) 
Chigozie Nnoruka (6-2, 287, Sr.) 

DE Gregory Rousseau (6-6, 250, Fr.) 
Trevon Hill (6-5, 245, Sr.) 

LB Michael Pinckney* (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
Waynmon Steed (5-11, 220, So,) 

LB Shaquille Quarterman* (6-1, 235, Sr.) 
Bradley Jennings Jr. (6-1, 230, So.) 

LB ZachMcCloud’ (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
Romeo Finley (6-1, 215, Sr.) 

CB TrajanBandy* (5-9, 188, Jr.) 
AlBlades Jr. (6-1, 185, So.) 

CB DJlvey (6-1, 194, So.) 
Nigel Bethel Jr. (6-0, 170, Fr.) 

s Amari Carter (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
Derrick Smith (6-2, 215, Jr.) 

S GurvanHall Jr. (6-0, 200, So.) 
Robert Knowles (6-1, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Bubba Baxa* (6-0, 205, So.) 
P Louis Hedley (6-4, 215, So.) 
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“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
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ATLANTIC COAST 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH: 


Justin Fuente 
Fourth year (25-15) 


CAREER RECORD: 51-38 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brad Cornelsen (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bud Foster (25th year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Lane Stadium 
CAPACITY: 65,632 
TICKETS: 800-828-3244 
SITE: Blacksburg, Va. 
WEBSITE: hokiesports.com 
TWITTER: @VT_Football 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A.31 @Boston College 
$7 Old Dominion 
S14 Furman 

$.27_ Duke 

O05 @Miami (Fla.) 
O12 Rhode Island 
0.19 North Carolina 
N.2. @Notre Dame 
N.9 Wake Forest 

N16 @Georgia Tech 
N.23 Pittsburgh 


N.29 @Virginia 

2018 RESULTS: 6-7 

S.3. @Florida State 24-3 
S.8 William & Mary 62-17 
$.22 @Old Dominion 35-49 
$.29 @Duke 31-14 
O6 Notre Dame 23-45 
O13 @North Carolina 22-19 
0.25 Georgia Tech 28-49 
N.3 Boston College 21-31 
N10 @Pittsburgh 22-52 
N.1? Miami (Fla.) 14-38 
N.23 Virginia (OT) 34-31 
D1 Marshall 41-20 
D.31__ Cincinnati* 31-35 
*Military Bowl 


VIAGINIA T 


QB Ryan Willis 


Virginia Tech returns 11 
defensive starters this season 
and ascertaining whether that’s 
a good thing or a bad thing will 
also determine the direction 
coach Justin Fuente’s Hokies go 
this fall. 

After a Murphy’s Law sort 
of year with early departures, 
injuries and a youth movement 
across the defense, Virginia Tech did not 
live up to the standards of the vaunted 
“Lunch Pail” defense. The Hokies yielded 
210.3 rushing yards per game, their most 
since 1987. The 31.0 points and 438.6 yards 
per game were the most Virginia Tech 
surrendered since 1973. 

Few programs have earned the benefit 
of the doubt more than the Hokies, and 
coordinator Bud Foster has churned out 
exceptional defenses for decades. There’s a 
real chance 2018 was a blip and this fall will 
bring a return to stingy play—and Coastal 
Division contention. But it’s going to require 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


WR Damon Hazelton 


Hazelton was one of the best receivers in 
the ACC the first half of last season, scoring 
touchdowns in each of the Hokies’ first five 
games and going over the 100-yard plateau in 
three of them. He surpassed 60 yards just once 
in the final eight games but still earned second- 
team All-ACC honors. 


7] 


considerable progress throughout the 
defense. 

That starts with a secondary that brings 
back all five starters, including the safety 
combination of Reggie Floyd and Divine 
Deablo. Consistency from cornerbacks Caleb 
Farley and Bryce Watts will also need to 
improve. 

The Hokies have three linebackers 
returning who started extensively last 
season: juniors Rayshard Ashby and Dylan 


FUENTE: MARK WALLHEISER / AP: WILLIS: STEVE HELBER / AP 
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HAZELTON: KEITH SRAKOCIC / AP 


Rivers and sophomore Dax Hollifield. It’s a group that learned 
on the fly a year ago and should continue to develop in their 
second year as a unit. 

It’s uncertain how soon senior defensive end Houshun 
Gaines can return from an Achilles injury suffered last season, 
but if he’s healthy he figures to anchor a line that also brings 
back end Emmanuel Belmar and tackle Jerrod Hewitt. TyJuan 
Garbutt filled in for Gaines late last season, and he leads a 
group of sophomore ends that also includes Zion Debose and 
Nathan Proctor. 

The Hokies don’t have quite as much back from a 
competent offense, but enough returns to suggest they 
can again average close to 30 points a game. Quarterback 
Ryan Willis threw for 2,716 yards, 24 touchdowns and nine 
interceptions in his first season after transferring from Kansas 
and is set to start again after the transfer of Josh Jackson to 
Maryland. 

Four of Virginia Tech’s top five pass-catchers are also back 
in the fold. Damon Hazelton (802 receiving yards, 8 TDs) got 
off to a strong start last season, and sophomore Tre Turner 
caught 16 of his 26 passes in the Hokies’ final five games. 
Wideout Hezekiah Grimsley and tight end Dalton Keene will 
also serve as reliable targets. 

Deshawn McClease (433 rushing yards, 2 TDs) is the most 
tested of Virginia Tech’s tailbacks, but fellow junior Jalen 
Holston impressed during the spring and could be in for a 
substantially larger role after handling just 57 carries a year 
ago. 

The Hokies do lose three starters off their offensive line, 
with tackle Christian Darrisaw and center Zachariah Hoyt the 
returnees. Hoyt could end up moving to guard with the arrival 
of Coastal Carolina transfer Brock Hoffman, who is applying 
for immediate eligibility. In addition, guard Lecitus Smith and 
tackle Silas Dzansi started games as freshmen and figure to 
take on more responsibility this season. 

Oscar Bradburn, who dropped 23 of his 69 punts inside 
the 20-yard line last season, is a quality option. Kicker Brian 
Johnson is also back after a season in which he made all nine 
of his field goals inside of 40 yards but only three of nine 
attempts from longer. 

Like pretty much the rest of the Coastal Division, Virginia 
Tech possesses its share of questions, and Hokie fans are 
unaccustomed to dealing with losing seasons (last year’s 6-7 
mark was the program’s first sub-.500 season since 1992). 

But playing in the Coastal also provides the opportunity of 
contending for a division title in nearly any season. 

If the Hokies’ defense can mature and Willis is as solid as he 
was last year, it’s quite possible Virginia Tech finds itself back 
in the ACC title game for the second time in Fuente’s four-year 
tenure. 


2egysrorrs, RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES Ra 
1 Doug Nester, 00 4 

2 Jaden Payoute, 9) 45 

3 Bryan Hudson, 04 4» 


The Hokies inked the 
No. 3 class in the ACC, 
led by a strong haul 
of offensive linemen, 
including Top247 
prospects Doug Nester, who flipped from Ohio State late, 
and Bryan Hudson, who has big-time potential. Jaden 
Payoute is one of the fastest receivers in the country, and 
four-star athlete Tayvion Robinson should add juice to the 
offense too. Athlete J.R. Walker was also a big get in a haul 
that finished No. 26 nationally. 


WR Damon Hazelton 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 
Ryan Willis 
GP. Effic. Cmp-Att-nt Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 


‘12 138.0 | 213-364-9 | 58.5 | 2716 |24| 226.3 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 


DeshawnMcClease 11 96 433145 2/ 39.4 
“RECEIVING GP No, Yds. Avg ‘2 Avg/6 


DamonHazelton 13' 51 802 ei 617 


“TACKLES _sOGP. ens Total 
Rayshard Ashby 12| 57 | 48 | 105 
SACKS GP No. Yards 
Houshun Gaines 9 45 30 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yaris Avg. 1D 
Reggie Floyd 2, 9 | 45 10 
Caleb Farley 2.) 0 | 00°) 0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
statistic _|_vT_| opp | 
SCORING 388 403 
Points Per Game 29.9 31.0 
FIRSTDOWNS 290 264 
Rushing 126 122 
Passing 145 120 
Penalty 19 22 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2266 2734 
Yards gained rushing 2647 3051 


Yards lost rushing 381 317 
Rushing Attempts 520 501 
Average Per Rush 4,4 5,5 


Average Per Game 174.3 210.3 
TDs Rushing 19 33 

PASSING YARDAGE 3300 2968 
Comp-Att-Int 250-429-10 233-391-7 
Average Per Pass 77 7.6 
Average Per Catch 13.2 12.7 
Average Per Game 253.9 228.3 


TDs Passing 29 18 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5566 5702 

Total Plays 949 892 

Average Per Play 5.9 6.4 


Average Per Game 428.2 438.6 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 41-928 8-160 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 28-175 19-190 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS 7-27 10-109 


KICKRETURNAVG. 22.6 20.0 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 6.3 10.0 
INTRETURN AVG, 3.9 10.9 
FUMBLES-LOST 20-6 25-12 


PENALTIES-YARDS 76715. 85-587 
Average Per Game 55.0 45.2 


PUNTS-YARDS 69-2940 63-2551 
Average Per Punt 42.6 40.5 
Net punt average 38.4 37.4 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 30:13 29:47 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 72/193 69/178 
3rd-Down Pet. 37% 39% 


ATH-DOWNCONV. 15/27 9/19 
4th-Down Pet, 56% 47% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 24-151 28-191 

MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 50. 53 
FG-ATTEMPTS 12:19 1-16 
ATTENDANCE 417019 222844 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/59574 tages 
32832 


Neutral Site Games 


VA. TECH 92 132 69 92 3 388 
Opponent 77 83 12 131 0 403 
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2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

QB RyanWillis* (6-4, 223, Sr.) 

Quincy Patterson Il (6-4, 236, Fr.) 

Deshawn McClease (5-9, 197, Jr.) 

Jalen Holston (5-11, 219, Jr.) 

LY Christian Darrisaw* (6-5, 295, So.) 
T.J. Jackson (6-6, 333, Jr.) 

LO _Lecitus Smith (6-3, 313, So.) 
Jesse Hanson (6-5, 282, Fr.) 

© Zachariah Hoyt* (6-5, 308, Jr.) 
Brock Hoffman (6-3, 310, Jr.) 

RG JohnHarris (6-3, 282, Fr.) 
Austin Cannon (6-2, 317, Jr.) 

RT Silas Dzansi (6-5, 315, So.) 
Tyrell Smith (6-3, 305, Sr.) 

TE Dalton Keene’ (6-4, 246, Jr.) 
James Mitchell (6-3, 239, So.) 

WR Tre Turner (6-2, 187, So.) 
Phil Patterson (6-2, 202, Jr.) 

WR DamonHazelton’ (6-2, 222, Jr.) 
DeJuan Ellis (5-11, 171, Fr.) 

WR Hezekiah Grimsley (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
Darryle Simmons (6-2, 212, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE HoushunGaines* (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
TyJuan Garbutt (6-1, 245, So.) 

DT Jerrod Hewitt* (6-1, 282, Jr.) 
Rob Porcher (6-1, 272, So.) 

DT DaShawnCrawford (6-0, 280, Jr.) 
Xavier Burke (6-3, 285, Sr.) 

DE Emmanuel Belmar* (6-2, 250, Jr.) 
Nathan Proctor (6-2, 240, So.) 

LB DaxHollifield* (6-1, 243, So.) 
Dylan Rivers* (6-1, 232, Jr.) 

LB Rayshard Ashby* (5-10, 230, Jr.) 
Jaylen Griffin (6-1, 247, So.) 

NB Khalil Ladler* (5-11, 192, Jr.) 
Devon Hunter (6-0, 225, So.) 

CB CalebFarley* (6-2, 202, So.) 
Jovonn Quillen (6-0, 187, Sr.) 

CB Bryce Watts* (6-0, 177, Jr.) 
Jeremy Webb (6-4, 202, Jr.) 

S ReggieFloyd* (6-0, 222, Sr.) 
Tyree Rodgers (6-1, 187, Jr.) 

S _ Divine Deablo* (6-3, 220, Jr.) 
Chamarri Conner (6-0, 206, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
M —_ BrianJohnson* (6-1, 185, Jr.) 
P Oscar Bradburn’ (6-1, 211, Jr.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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ATLANTIC COAST 


—— 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Pat Narduzzi 

Fifth year (28-24) 
CAREER RECORD: 28-24 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mark Whipple (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Randy Bates (second year) 


STADIUM: Heinz Field 
CAPACITY: 68,400 
TICKETS: 800-643-PITT 
SITE: Pittsburgh 

WEBSITE: pittsburghpanthers. 
com 

TWITTER: @Pitt_FB 


Narduzzi 


2019 SCHEDULE 
DATE) OPPONENT 

A.31 Virginia 

57 Ohio 

$14 @Penn State 
$.21 UCF 

S.28 Delaware 

O5 @Duke 

O18 @Syracuse 
0.26 Miami (Fla.) 
N.2. @Georgia Tech 
N14 North Carolina 
N.23 @Virginia Tech 
N.30 Boston College 


2018 RESULTS: 7-7 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 


51 Albany 33-7 
S.8 Penn State 6-51 
S15 Georgia Tech 24-19 
$.22 @North Carolina 35-38 
S.29 @UCF 14-45 
O6 Syracuse (OT) 44-37 
O13 @Notre Dame 14-18 
0.27 Duke 54-45 
N.2 @Virginia 23-13 
N10 Virginia Tech 52-22 
N17 @Wake Forest 34-13 
N.24 @Miami (Fla.) 3-24 
D1. Clemson* 10-42 
D.31 Stanford** 13-14 
*ACC Championship Game 

**Sun Bowl 


PITT Gb 


PANTHERS 


QB Kenny Pickett 


It was Pittsburgh’s turn to claim the Coastal Division 

last year, a highlight of a season that started rough (2-3 

in September), ended with a three-game skid, but was 

pretty good in the middle. 

To the Panthers’ credit, they usually knew who 

they were: A team capable of establishing a strong 
running game that, when things were going well, could stymie 
opponents with an experienced front seven on defense. 

Neither of those is a certainty entering 2019. Pitt graduated 
a pair of 1,000-yard rushers and brings back just one starter 
on the offensive line (center Jimmy Morrissey). And while no 
position unit on defense is completely bereft of experience, 
each will break in new starters this year as well. 

All of it places an onus on new offensive coordinator Mark 
Whipple-and, by extension, quarterback Kenny Pickett—to 
help the Panthers adapt. Pitt ranked 120th nationally in passing 
offense and 105th in passing efficiency last season, but in 
fairness to Pickett he averaged only 22.1 pass attempts a game 
and was picked off just six times. 

Pickett will probably be asked to do more as a junior in his 
second full year as a starter, but Pitt is unlikely to completely 
abandon the running game under coach Pat Narduzzi. Still, it 
would make sense for the Panthers to lean on veteran wideouts 
Maurice Ffrench and Taysir Mack a little more heavily early in 
the season. 

There are some proven pieces on a defense that was largely 
middle-of-the-road nationally last season. Safety Damar Hamlin 
piled up a team-high 90 tackles, and cornerback Dane Jackson 
broke up 14 passes. Now seniors, both should be cornerstones 
this year. 

There’s also junior linebacker Elias Reynolds, who moved 
into the lineup in the middle of last season, and end Rashad 
Weaver, who led the Panthers in tackles for loss (14.0) and sacks 
(6.5) in his first full year as a starter. 

Pitt might not be the most dynamic team in the league, but 
it is reliable and steady. In Narduzzi’s four-year tenure, the 
Panthers are one of three teams to post winning ACC records at 
least three times (Clemson and Miami are the others). Pitt has a 
lot to replace and repeating as Coastal champs could be a tough 
ask. Nonetheless, improvement through the fall and another 
bowl bid is well within reach. 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB Kenny Pickett* (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
RB A.J. Davis (6-0, 215, Jr.) 

LT Carter Warren (6-5, 315, So.) 
LG = Bryce Hargrove (6-4, 305, Jr.) 
© Jimmy Morrissey* (6-3, 305, Jr.) 
RG Chase Brown (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
RT GabeHouy (6-6, 305, So.) 

TE Grant Carrigan (6-7, 280, So.) 
WR  Taysir Mack* (6-2, 200, Jr.) 

WR Maurice Ffrench® (5-11, 200, Sr.) 
WR Aaron Mathews’* (6-4, 220, Sr.) 
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DEFENSE 

DE Rashad Weaver* (6-5, 265, Jr.) 
DT KeyshonCamp (6-4, 285, Jr.) 
DT Amir Watts* (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
DE Patrick Jones II (6-5, 260, Jr.) 
LB Phil Campbell Il (6-1, 215, Jr.) 
LB Ellas Reynolds* (6-2, 240, Jr.) 
LB CamBright (6-0, 220, So.) 
CB Dane Jackson* (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
CB Jason Pinnock (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
s Damar Hamlin* (6-1, 195, Sr.) 
S Paris Ford (6-0, 195, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
MK Alex Kessman* (6-3, 190, Jr.) 
P Kirk Christodoulou* (6-1, 210, So.) 


"Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


Bay srorrs 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES ae 


1 Davis Beville, 9 5» 
2 Daniel Carter, ©) 5+ 
3 BrandonHiill, © 5» 


The Panthers landed 
one of the highest-upside 
quarterbacks in the ACC in 
Davis Beville out of South 
Carolina, a 6-5 signal-caller 
who has the ability to do it 
all. They got two intriguing 
offensive tackles to protect 
him in Matt Goncalves and 
Liam Dick. Pat Narduzzi 
and his staff went heavy 
on potential pass rushers, 
and running back Daniel 
Carter out of powerhouse St. 
Thomas Aquinas High in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., was a nice 
addition too. 


NARDUZZI, PICKETT: KEITH SRAKOCIC / AP 


BROWN: CHRIS WILLIAMS / ICON SPORTSWIRE: FORTIN: GERRY BROOME / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 30-33 
86 8G BG 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Cade Fortin (6-3, 210, So.) 
Michael Carter (5-9, 195, Jr.) 
Charlie Heck* (6-8, 310, Sr.) 
LG NickPolino* (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
Jay-Jay McCargo® (6-4, 305, Jr.) 
RO William Barnes (6-5, 330, So.) 
RT Jordan Tucker (6-7, 340, So.) 
Carl Tucker* (6-2, 255, Sr.) 
Beau Corrales (6-4, 210, Jr.) 
Dazz Newsome* (5-11, 185, Jr.) 
WR DyamiBrown* (6-1, 185, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE TomonFox* (6-3, 250, Jr.) 

DT AaronCrawford (6-1, 310, Sr.) 
Jason Strowbridge* (6-4, 285, Sr.) 
Chris Collins (6-4, 215, So.) 
Jonathan Smith (6-1, 230, Sr.) 
Dominique Ross* (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
Greg Ross (6-1, 175, Jr.) 

Patrice Rene®* (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
Trey Morrison* (5-10, 190, So.) 
Myles Dorn* (6-2, 210, Sr.) 
Myles Wolfolk (6-0, 195, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Noah Ruggles (6-3, 175, So.) 
P —_ BenKiernan (6-0, 205, Fr.) 


°55a2 


P°RSSEERS 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


% 


a8 J'SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Sam Howell, G5 &* 

2 Khafre Brown, "= 4" 
3 Eugene Asante, |) 4 


New coach Mack Brown 
and his staff closed strong, 
most importantly flipping one 
of America’s top quarterback 
recruits in Sam Howell away 
from Florida State. The four- 
star prospect from Monroe, 
N.C., is North Carolina’s 
all-time leader in total yards. 
He will have a pair of speedy 
receivers in Emery Simmons 
and Khafre Brown to throw 
to. Top247 linebacker Eugene 
Asante and lineman Wisdom 
Asaboro are high-upside 
recruits, and Triston Miller 
should evolve into one of the 
ACC’s premier O-linemen. 


NORTH 


TAR HEELS 


ULINA 


= Days after firing Larry Fedora for winning a combined 
five games in his final two years in Chapel Hill, North 
—— Carolina went “Mack to the future.” 

After five seasons away from the sideline and more 
than two decades removed from a riveting tenure with 
the Tar Heels, Mack Brown is back after one of this 
cycle’s most unquestionably interesting coaching hires. 

Brown turns 68 just four days before North Carolina’s season 
opener, but he’s only a few months older than Alabama’s Nick 
Saban. And he has remained involved with the game, working 
as a broadcast analyst for ESPN since his departure from Texas. 

The Tar Heels won’t ask Brown to win a national title (though 
they certainly wouldn’t complain if he did). His task is to 
stabilize a program that lost its way after winning the Coastal 
Division in 2015, and part of his payoff is scripting a better 
ending to his career after getting nudged aside in Austin. 

The charismatic Brown is already well-versed on the ins 
and outs of a program he led to consecutive 10-win seasons in 
1996 and 1997 (UNC has reached double figures in victories just 
once between his stints). And the Coastal Division is every bit 
as unpredictable as ever, meaning a winning season isn’t an 
outlandish prospect if the Tar Heels catch a few breaks. 

Brown went into his first spring back in Chapel Hill promising 
to look forward, dispensing with a depth chart. It wasn’t a bad 
idea; there was no eagerness to look back on the 2-9 season or a 
two-year stretch that’s included just two ACC victories. 

That said, the Tar Heels weren’t that far away last season, 
dropping five one-possession games and two more contests by 
10 points each. Offensively, North Carolina has some “knowns” 
at tailback (Michael Carter and Antonio Williams) and a solid left 
half of the line with senior tackle Charlie Heck swinging over 
from the right side. 

As was the case for nearly all of Fedora’s tenure, the 
defense is a question mark—especially against the run. Jason 
Strowbridge earned honorable mention All-ACC honors, and 
fellow tackle Aaron Crawford’s return from injury will help. 
Even a little improvement could make a major difference for the 
Tar Heels. 

Brown’s positivity should help revive Carolina’s program. 
Whether it can instantly lead to a change in the win column is 
another matter. There’s no easing into things. The Tar Heels 
face South Carolina, Miami, Wake Forest, Appalachian State and 
Clemson over the season’s first five weeks, a tough stretch no 
matter who is on the sideline. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Mack Brown 
Tith year (69-46-1) 


CAREER RECORD: 244-122-1 
STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Phil Longo (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Jay Bateman (first year) 
Tommy Thigpen (first year) 


STADIUM: Kenan Memorial 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 50,500 
TICKETS: 800-722-4335 
SITE: Chapel Hill, N.C. 
WEBSITE: goheels.com 
TWITTER: @TarHeelFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 South Carolina* 
S7 Miami (Fla.) 
S12. @Wake Forest 
S.21_ Appalachian State 
S.28 Clemson 

O5 @Georgia Tech 
O18 @Virginia Tech 
0.26 Duke 

N.2 Virginia 

N14 @Pittsburgh 
N.23 Mercer 

N.30 @N.C. State 


*Charlotte, NC 


2018 RESULTS: 2-9 


Si @California 17-24 
S.8 @East Carolina 19-41 
$.22 Pittsburgh 38-35 
$.27 @Miami (Fla.) 10-47 
0.13 Virginia Tech 19-22 
0.20 @Syracuse (20T) 37-40 
0.27 @Virginia 21-31 
N.3 Georgia Tech 28-38 
N10 @Duke 35-42 
N17 Western Carolina 49-26 
N.24 N.C. State (OT) 28-34 


— 
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ATLANTIC COAST 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

David Cutcliffe 
12th year (67-72) 


CAREER RECORD: 111-101 
STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Zac Roper (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Ben Albert (second year) 
Matt Guerrieri (second year) 


STADIUM: Wallace Wade 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 40,004 
TICKETS: 919-681-BLUE 
SITE: Durham, N.C. 
WEBSITE: goduke.com 
TWITTER: @DukeFOOTBALL 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 Alabama* 

S.7 North Carolina A&T 
S.14 @Middle Tennessee 
S.27 @Virginia Tech 
05 Pittsburgh 

O12 Georgia Tech 

O19 @Virginia 

0.26 @North Carolina 
N.Q Notre Dame 

N16 Syracuse 

N.23. @Wake Forest 
N30 Miami (Fla.) 


“Atlanta, GA 

2018 RESULTS: 8-5 
A.31 Army West Point 34-14 
$8 @Northwestern 217 
S15 @Baylor 40-27 
$.22 NorthCarolinaCent. 55-13 
$.29 Virginia Tech 14-31 
O13 @Georgia Tech 28-14 
0.20 Virginia 14-28 
0.27 @Pittsburgh 45-54 
N.3. @Miami (Fla.) 20-12 
N10 North Carolina 42-35 
N17 @Clemson 6-35 
N.24 Wake Forest 7-59 
0.27 Temple* 56-27 


*Independence Bowl 


UKE 


BLUEDEVILS 


QB Quentin Harris 


In another era, Duke seeing its starting quarterback 
leave a year early for the NFL would have surely 
doomed the Blue Devils to significant regression. Now? 
Not necessarily. 
Duke will miss Daniel Jones, who helped it produce 
an 8-5 season and Independence Bow! rout of Temple a 
year ago. But these Blue Devils have enough back on defense- 
especially in a strong secondary—to make them a threat to 
remain a nuisance in the Coastal Division. 

Leonard Johnson moves from safety to cornerback, and it’s 
hoped he will eventually be paired with Mark Gilbert, who 
suffered a season-ending hip injury last year. The Blue Devils’ 
group of safeties is one of the best in the ACC, with Michael 
Carter II, Dylan Singleton and Marquis Waters all having starting 
experience. 

The defense was vulnerable against the run last season, 
giving up 209.3 yards per game on the ground and more than 
300 yards in four of the last five regular-season games. Some 
of that could be mitigated by a suddenly experienced starting 
defensive line that includes three juniors who played heavy 
snaps last year. 

The obvious hole on the defensive side is at linebacker, 
where junior Brandon Hill (who missed much of the spring with 
injuries) and senior Koby Quansah will replace the high-volume 
tackle combination of Joe Giles-Harris and Ben Humphreys. 

The replacement for Jones at quarterback is likely to be 
senior Quentin Harris, who stepped in last year to start two 
games and threw for 376 yards, six touchdowns and no 
interceptions in defeats of Baylor and N.C. Central. 

He’ll have the help of a proven tandem at running back led 
by junior Deon Jackson, who managed 847 rushing yards last 
season. Junior Brittain Brown is also an experienced rushing 
option. Whoever carries the ball will have the benefit of the 
entire right side of the offensive line returning. Duke is also in 
position to field a line composed entirely of juniors and seniors. 

If there’s an area of concern, it’s a receiving corps that saw 
its top four pass-catchers depart. Sophomores Jake Bobo and 
Damond Philyaw-Johnson will have a chance to establish 
themselves after working as reserves last year, and fifth-year 
senior Aaron Young is back after he was limited to two games 
because of injury in 2018. 

There’s probably a few too many gaps for Duke to claim the 
Coastal, but no one should be surprised if the Blue Devils make 
a bowl trip for the seventh time in eight years. 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Quentin Harris (6-1, 195, Sr.) 

Deon Jackson* (6-0, 220, Jr.) 
Jaylen Miller (6-3, 310, Jr.) 

Julian Santos* (6-3, 310, Sr.) 

Jack Wohlabaugh* (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
Rakavius Chambers* (6-3, 310, Jr.) 
Robert Kraeling* (6-7, 310, Jr.) 
Noah Gray (6-4, 240, Jr.) 

Jake Bobo (6-4, 190, So.) 

Aaron Young (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
Damond Philyaw-Johnson (6-1, 170, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Victor Dimukeje* (6-2, 265, Jr.) 
DT Derrick Tangelo* (6-2, 310, Jr.) 


S2sa58°559 


DY EdgarCerenord (6-1, 305, Sr.) 
DE Drew Jordan* (6-2, 260, Jr.) 

LB BrandonHill (6-3, 225, Jr.) 

LB Koby Quansah (6-1, 230, Sr.) 

CB  JoshBlackwell (5-11, 175, So.) 
CB Leonard Johnson’ (6-1, 200, So.) 
s Marquis Waters* (6-0, 205, Jr.) 
s Dylan Singleton’ (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
$ Michael Carter Il* (5-10, 180, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K — CharlieHam (6-1, 180, Fr.) 
P Austin Parker* (6-1, 185, Sr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


eaysrorrs 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES arate 


1 Tony Davis, Oo 46 
2 Jacob Monk, 06 5» 
3 DeWayne Carter, 0) 5» 


Skill talent was big for the 
Blue Devils in 2019, Coach 
David Cutcliffe and his staff’s 
class is highlighted by a 
strong group of defensive 
backs led by Tony Davis and 
Isaiah Kemp and receivers 
Darrell Harding Jr. and Eli 
Pancol. Pancol has the traits 
to blossom into a star. Duke 
also put together a solid 
class of defensive linemen 
headlined by DeWayne Carter 
out of Ohio. 


CUTCLIFFE: RICHARD SHIRO / AP. HARRIS: BEN MCKEOWN / AP 


a 
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AP 


COLLINS: JOHN RAOUX / AP- BENSON: DAVID GOLDMAN / A 


5-YEAR RECORD 35-28 
8G 86 BG 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Lucas Johnson (6-3, 210, Jr.) 
Jerry Howard Jr* (6-0, 215, Jr.) 
Zach Quinney* (6-6, 276, So.) 
Jared Southers (6-5, 315, Sr.) 
Kenny Cooper’ (6-3, 305, Sr.) 
Connor Hansen* (6-2, 310, Jr.) 
Jack DeFoor (6-5, 290, Jr.) 
Tyler Davis (6-4, 243, Sr.) 
Jalen Camp* (6-2, 217, Sr.) 
Stephen Dolphus (6-5, 205, Jr.) 
Malachi Carter (6-3, 185, So.) 


FENSE 

Justice Dingle (6-3, 250, Fr.) 
Antwan Owens (6-4, 265, Jr.) 
T.K. Chimedza (6-3, 300, Fr.) 
Jordan Domineck (6-3, 220, Fr.) 
David Curry* (6-2, 217, Sr.) 
Charlie Thomas® (6-2, 203, So.) 
Jaytlin Askew (5-11, 187, Jr.) 

Tre Swilling* (6-0, 195, So,) 
Tariq Carpenter* (6-2, 218, Jr.) 
Kaleb Oliver (6-4, 205, So.) 
Juanyeh Thomas (6-3, 200, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Wesley Wells* (6-0, 185, So.) 
P Pressley HarvinIlI* (6-0, 245, Jr.) 


COPSSEEESSES SSen58°S SHS 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


2a sPoRTs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Jamious Griffin, 4» 
2 Wesley Walker, —° 3» 
3 Kalani Norris, ))" © 


New coach Geoff Collins 
and company landed 
Georgia's top running back 
on National Signing Day in 
Jamious Griffin, who was at 
one time committed to N.C. 
State. 

This class has some 
athletic players who could 
play multiple positions on the 
next level, and quarterback 
Jordan Yates is a bit of a 
sleeper who brings dynamic 
dual-threat ability to the 
offense. 


GEOHGIA | 


VELLOW JACKETS 


:) 


y % 


RB KirVonte Benson 


Here’s one of the surest things about the 2019 college 

football season: Georgia Tech is going to look a whole lot 

different. 

Paul Johnson’s retirement after 11 seasons leading 

the program and former Temple coach Geoff Collins’ 

subsequent hire as his replacement means the Yellow 
Jackets’ triple-option identity is kaput. Offensive coordinator 
Dave Patenaude installed a spread scheme in the spring—though 
Johnson would no doubt point out Georgia Tech ran a spread 
option for the last decade-plus. 

With an opening-week showdown at defending national 
champion Clemson, Georgia Tech fans probably should not 
rush into any conclusions about Collins’ potential (he produced 
a 15-10 record over two seasons at Temple) after one game. 

And while Collins has also provided a boost for Georgia Tech’s 
recruiting efforts, patience is in order. 

After all, a group of quarterbacks, wide receivers and 
offensive linemen recruited to play in an option system might 
need some time to adjust to a new system. Maybe a lot of time. 

Of course, that sort of sentiment prevailed when Johnson 
took over back in 2008, and he merely led the Yellow Jackets 
to back-to-back division titles. Collins arrives in a perhaps more 
vulnerable Coastal Division, which provides the chance to at 
least tread water and reach the postseason this year. 

It will also be a team playing in memory of teammate 
Brandon Adams. The rising senior defensive tackle collapsed 
and died March 23 while practicing step dancing with friends. 

That was by far the most poignant jolt to a program 
facing plenty of unknowns. Some of it is the usual clean slate 
advocated by a new coach. Some of it is Collins’ disinterest in 
depth charts. And some of it is the genuine newness around the 
program. 

Picking out possible stars is also a challenge. The only 
all-conference returnee is junior punter Pressley Harvin III. The 
quarterback competition of James Graham, Lucas Johnson and 
Tobias Oliver owns a combined 16 career college passes, though 
Oliver rushed for 876 yards and 12 touchdowns last season. 
KirVonte Benson, a 1,000-yard rusher two seasons ago, is due 
to return from injury. 

Defensively, only four starters are back from Johnson’s last 
team: linebackers David Curry and Charlie Thomas, safety Tariq 
Carpenter and cornerback Tre Swilling. 

Change has come to Atlanta, and it’s anyone’s guess how well 
the new-look Yellow Jackets will fare this fall. 


FAST FACTS 
Geoff Collins 


First year 
CAREER RECORD: 15-10 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Dave Patenaude (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Andrew Thacker (first year) 
Nathan Burton (first year) 


STADIUM: Bobby Dodd Stadium 
CAPACITY: 55,000 

TICKETS: 888-TECH-TIX 

SITE: Atlanta 

WEBSITE: ramblinwreck.com 
TWITTER: @GeorgiaTechFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A239 @Clemson 
57 South Florida 
S14 The Citadel 
$.28 @Temple 

O5 North Carolina 
012 @Duke 

O19 @Miami (Fla.) 
N.2 Pittsburgh 
N39 @Virginia 
N16 Virginia Tech 
N.21 N.C, State 


N30 Georgia 

2018 RESULTS: 7-6 

S1_ Alcorn State 41-0 
5.8 @South Florida 38-49 
S15 @Pittsburgh 19-24 
$.22 Clemson 21-49 
$29 Bowling Green 63-17 
O5 @Louisville 66-31 
O13 Duke 14-28 
0.25 @Virginia Tech 49-28 
N.3. @North Carolina 38-28 
N10. Miami (Fla.) 27-21 
N17 Virginia (OT) 30-27 
N.24 @Georgia 21-45 
0.26 Minnesota* 10-34 
*Quick Lane Bowl 
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BIG TEN 
CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST DIVISION 
Ohio State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Rose Bow! 


Michigan 


BOWL PROJECTION: Cotton Bow! 


Michigan State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Citrus Bowl 
Penn State 

BOWL PROJECTION: Outback Bow! 
Indiana 
Maryland 


Rutgers 


89Oo0000006 


WEST DIVISION 
Nebraska 


BOWL PROJECTION: Holiday Bow! 


Purdue 


BOWL PROJECTION: Pinstripe Bow! 


= 7 
Wisconsin 
BOWL PROJECTION: Gator Bow! 


Northwestern 
Minnesota 
BOWL PROJECTION: Redbox Bowl 


lowa 


8900000806 


* AS a Rondale Moore 


WR, Purdue 


BOWL PROJECTION: Quick Lane Bow! 


BOWL PROJECTION: Armed Forces Bowl 


Bib TEN KING I SCORE ITS 
FIRST POINTS IN CFP SINCE 2816 


BY NICK PIOTROWICZ 
Toledo (Ohio) Blade 


he 2019 season looks to be a critical 
year for the Big Ten. 
Ohio State, the most consistent 

program in the league, is breaking 

in anew coach. The two Michigan 

schools are hoping coaching-staff 

shakeups can erase frustrating ends 
to 2018, while the Penn State rebuild is slated 
to begin Aug. 31. 

That’s to say nothing of a West Division 
that might be the most wide-open grouping 
of teams in all of college football. Nearly 
every West team has a case for contention, 
as several high-profile coaching hires collide 
with the established programs in the division. 

Northwestern, Wisconsin and Iowa have 
been portraits of player development under 
Pat Fitzgerald, Paul Chryst and Kirk Ferentz, 
respectively, but everyone else in the 
division—Scott Frost at Nebraska, Jeff Brohm 
at Purdue, P.J. Fleck at Minnesota and 
even Lovie Smith at Illinois—is tasked with 
changing a program’s place in the standings. 


— 


] 


STORIES TO WATCH 


ENDING 


Regardless of how this season shakes out, 
the Big Ten needs a guaranteed playoff team 
at the end of the league’s conference title 
game in Indianapolis. The Big Ten is not in 
the dark place it was during the early part of 
this decade, as nearly every program in the 
conference is recruiting much better than it 
was then. 

Still, the recent end-of-season results have 
left a lot to be desired for the conference. 

Since Ohio State won the national 
championship on Jan. 12, 2015, the Big Ten 
has not so much as scored a point in the 
College Football Playoff. The conference 
has been shut out of the playoff two years in 
a row, and Michigan State (2015) and Ohio 
State (2016) were shut out by the eventual 
champions. 

Ohio State and Michigan (surprise) look to 
be the conference’s best chance at getting to 
the playoff in 2019, though the West Division 
cement-mixer is almost certain to produce a 
surprise team come November. 

Clemson, Alabama, Georgia and 
Oklahoma have not gone anywhere. 
Traditional powers such as Texas and 
Florida are trending upward. When the CFP 
musical chairs stop in December, the Big Ten 
needs someone—anyone-to have a seat. 


O Does Michigan finally break 
through? The Wolverines have 
made a lot of headlines under Jim 
Harbaugh but still have not produced in 
November. They have not beaten Ohio 
State since 2011. 
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2019 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Allen Trieu, 247Sports 


ALL-BIG TEN 


RATING THE BIG TEN 


» PASTEST RECEIVER 
Rondale Moore, Purdue 
The true sophomore is a complete nightmare when 


Sarxronr= COMPOSITE the Boilermakers get him the ball in space. 
eH RYH bei heaitial *%* » BEST HANDS 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR K.J. Hill, WR, Ohio State 
SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS | yj /-” Also a terrific blocker, Hill is one of the most 

© MICHIGAN 26 2 14 10 27715 reliable players in the Big Ten. 
© PENN STATE 23 1 7 5 270.67 » BEST PASSING QB 
© OHIOSTATE 7 3 9 5 261.18 Shea Patterson, \Vichigan 
© NEBRASKA 27 fa) 6 21 244.05 Mistakes are a rarity for the cerebral Patterson, 
© puRDUE 26 fe) 4 22 224.72 whose TD-to-INT ratio last year was 3-to-1. 
© WISCONSIN 19 1 2 16 219.51 » BEST RUNNING QB 
©® MICHIGAN STATE 19 0 2 7 215.21 Peyton Ramsey, | diana . 
© INDIANA 21 fe} 3 7 201.94 An excellent athlete, Ramsey also plays a major role 
© 1owa 22 0 3 19 199.36 in the Hoosiers’ running game. 
© MINNESOTA 22 ' 0 10) 21 196.04 » MOST ELUSIVE RB 
© MARYLAND 18 fe) 3 15 192.18 J.K. Dobbins, Ohio State 
©® NORTHWESTERN 19 fo) fo) 19 188.14 The jump-cut is real, and it’s a nuisance for anyone 
© iunNols 14 0 3 " 179.06 trying to get Dobbins on the ground. 
© RUTGERS 21 0 0 21 176.86 » BEST ATHLETE 


JD Spielman, WR, Nebraska 
Spielman was one of the top lacrosse recruits in the 
country before choosing football instead. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 


OFFENSE Chase Young, DE, Ohio State 
QB Justin Fields So., Ohio State Disruptive ends always seem to be in demand, and 


Young's athleticism makes him highly regarded. 


RB Jonathan Taylor Jr., Wisconsin 
RB J.K.Dobbins Jr., Ohio State » TOP FRESHMAN 
OL JonRunyan Sr., Michigan Daxton Hill, D8, Michigan 
OL  BenBredeson Sr., Michigan The five-star recruit could end up starting right 
OL Tyler Biadasz Jr, Wisconsin away for a Michigan defense that again has high 
OL BrandenBowen Sr, Ohio State hopes in 2019. 
OL  Alaric Jackson Sr., lowa » TOP TRANSFER 
TE —BrycenHopkins Sr., Purdue Justin Fields, Q8, Ohio State 
WR_ Rondale Moore So., Purdue For a team attempting to replace Dwayne Haskins, 
WR  TylerJohnson Sr., Minnesota the former No. 1 overall recruit isn’t a bad choice. 
DEFENSE » HARDEST I HITTER 
mere cherevercair Chics Paddy Fisher, LB, Nor thwester n 
we Tat ‘ The instinctive linebacker is the Wildcats’ best 
DL Raequan Williams Sr., Michigan State >» HEISMAN HOPEFUL player and right from the mold of his head coach, 
DL A.J. Epenesa Jr., lowa ; ; Pat Fitzgerald. 
DL Kenny Willekes Sr., Michigan State The Heisman Trophy usually Sh te 
LB MarkusBailey Sr., Purdue rewards the quarterback of a top- r Re eae Michigan 
LB Joe Bachie Sr. Michigan State five sary) and Ohio Give him this: Love him or hate him, interviews with 
2 LB Paddy Fisher Jr., Northwestern State’s Harbaugh are never boring. 
= ‘DB __LavertHillSr., Michigan probably has the best : pene we ee 
& DB Jeffrey Okudah Jr., Ohio State case from the Big » MOST INNOVATIVE COACH 
= DB _JoshMetellus Sr., Michigan Ten. If the Georgia hid enue BER Sep ie 
= F an r consistently gets the out of his 
a BS ACERS SOG ee tranefer can fit into offensive talent, oe system has worked at 
= SPECIALISTS coach Ryan Day's offense the same every stop. 
eS es way Dwayne Haskins did in 2018, 3 epee oe 
= K Barret Pickering So., Nebraska big stats—and likely a trip to New » COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
P — WillHartSr., Michigan York—will follow. JoshGattis, OC, Michigan 
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ON THE RISE 


VN NEBRASKA 


» Nebraska is not going to be a 
losing team for long. The Cornhuskers 
look primed for a turnaround in their 


second year under Scott Frost. 


Which West team makes the 
2) leap? Nebraska, Purdue and 


ON THE WANE 
& PENN STATE 


» Penn State lost a ton of talent 
during the past two offseasons. A massive 
reset will put a lot of pressure on younger 
players to perform. 


® Rising tide at QB. High-profile 


newcomers are here. Transfers 


If Gattis can inject big-play ability into the 

Wolverines’ offense, they're a playoff contender. 
» HOTTEST SEAT 

Chris Ash, Rutgers 


If Rutgers is still nowhere close to contending in 
year No. 4, a change might be on the horizon. 


» BEST FACILITIES 
Ohio State 
The football program in Columbus prints money, 
and the facilities look like it. 


» TOP SCHOLARS 
Jacub and Mike Panasiuk, DL, Michigan State 
In what has to be a first, Jacub and Mike speak 
Polish to each other on the field to talk around 
opposing offensive lines. 


» BEST TWEETER 


@chrystmemes 

Memes featuring the eloquent press-conference 
words of Wisconsin coach Paul Chryst. 
Unexpectedly hilarious. 


Hunter Johnson (Northwestern), Justin 
Fields (Ohio State) and Josh Jackson 
(Maryland) will all likely play big roles 
for Big Ten offenses this year. 


Minnesota all showed flashes of change 
in 2018. Who builds on that with eight or 
more wins this season? 
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BIG TEN 


FAST FACTS 
Ryan Day 

First year 

CAREER RECORD: 3-0 


oes 


Ba. 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kevin Wilson (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Greg Mattison (first year) 
Jeff Hafley (first year) 


TEAMINFO 


STADIUM: Ohio Stadium 
CAPACITY: 102,082 
TICKETS: 614-292-2624 
SITE: Columbus, Ohio 
WEBSITE: ohiostatebuckeyes. 
com 

TWITTER: @OhioStateFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.3l Florida Atlantic 


$7 Cincinnati ‘ - 
S14 @lIndiana A 
S.21 Miami (Ohio) 
$28 @Nebraska 


05 Michigan State For a program that has been as stable TOP NFL PROSPECT 
eo GNorthwsetern as Ohio State, change usually came in DE Chase Y 
N9 Maryland the form of talent replacement. The Chase Young 
ne asses tore especially under pe Two years ago as a true freshman, Young 
N30 @Michigan rban Meyer, were an NFL actory. walked into a loaded Ohio State defensive line 
Even as Ohio State lost players like and still earned playing time. Now a junior, the 

' haeiraeniccs ' Ezekiel Elliott, Michael Thomas, 6-5 Young is an excellent athlete who will be 
2018 RESULTS: 13-1 Malik Hooker and the Brothers Bosa, heed the top of a lot of draft boards if he leaves 
DATE |OPPONENT RESULT ; 
ane Oreacn state one the Buckeyes always seemed to have early 
S.8 Rutgers 52-3 an answer in the form ofa slightly 
$15 @TCU* 40-28 younger NFL-caliber player. 
$2 = seas see Now the challenge for Ohio State is & 
O6 Indiana 49-26 to do the same thing despite the g 
0.13 Minnesota 30-14 change at the top. Meyer retired championship and went a perfect = 
O20 eee _ from coaching to move into 7-0 against rival Michigan. 3 
N10 @Michigan State 26-6 an administrative role, ceding Day played a massive role in = 
N17 @Maryland (OT) 52-51 control of the program to Ryan the development of last year’s g 
Nias Michigan a Day, who was previously the quarterback, Dwayne Haskins, = 
J] Washington*** 28-23 offensive coordinator. It’s not so ee ean who sat behind J.T. Barrett for s 
“Arlington, TX the easiest follow-up gig ever : the better part of two seasons 5 
**Big Ten Championship Game created, as Meyer’s Buckeyes before ripping through college = 
*"Rose Bowl qualified for the College Football football en route to becoming a = 

Playoff twice, won the 2014 national Heisman Trophy finalist in 2018. s 
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But Haskins, like most of Ohio State’s offensive talent from a 
season ago, is gone. Haskins left for the NFL, while mainstays 
like receiver Parris Campbell and Terry McLaurin and running 
back Mike Weber ran out of eligibility. The Buckeyes also will 
be forced to replace four of five starting offensive linemen. 

And yet Ohio State might still have the best offense in 
the Big Ten. Day solved the quarterback issue rather nicely, 
replacing Haskins with Georgia transfer Justin Fields, a former 
five-star recruit who seems tailor-made to run the offense 
that led the country in first downs and was second in passing 
yardage. 

J.K. Dobbins is a bona fide No. 1-caliber back destined 
for the NFL. He rushed for 1,053 yards last year even while 
sharing carries with Weber. If he’s not the best back in the Big 
Ten, he’s 1-A to Wisconsin’s Jonathan Taylor. 

The always-reliable K.J. Hill is one of the best blocking 
receivers in college football and is coming off a 70-catch 
season. He’ll be joined by veterans Austin Mack and Binjimen 
Victor as well as Chris Olave, who enjoyed a breakout game 
against Michigan last year. 

Even the offensive line shouldn’t be too much of a concern. 
Thayer Munford looks like a potential star tackle. Sophomores 
Wyatt Davis and Josh Myers seem ready for starting spots, and 
Branden Bowen is a known commodity if he’s finally healthy. 

Led by defensive end Chase Young, the Buckeyes will be 
able to rush the passer, and they have depth in the secondary 
as usual. 

The biggest issue for Ohio State will be the same as last 
season: Are the linebackers ready? The much-maligned group 
was the weak point of Ohio State’s team in 2018, and the 
Buckeyes ranked 10th in the Big Ten in total defense, giving 
up 403.4 yards per game. Ohio State retooled its defensive 
staff, most notably hiring Greg Mattison from Michigan to be 
co-defensive coordinator. 

If Tuf Borland is fully healthy and OSU can find an answer 
at outside linebacker opposite Malik Harrison, the Buckeyes 
should be far more productive as a defense this year. 

Ohio State also has a favorable schedule. The Buckeyes 
likely won’t be challenged out of the Big Ten, and they 
travel to Nebraska early in the season on Sept. 28. Ohio State 
faces the past two West Division winners in Northwestern 
and Wisconsin, with the Badgers visiting Columbus, as are 
Michigan State and Penn State. 

If Fields proves ready for the pressure of being a 
quarterback at Ohio State, it’s likely the Buckeyes will be 
playing Michigan at the end of the season with everything on 
the line. Some things never change. 


2azsrorrs, RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES Perit (4 
1 Zach Harrison, )~ S* 

2 Garrett Wilson, |) 5S» 

3 Harry Miller, © S» 


The Buckeyes signed 
a very athletic class, 
starting with Zach 
Harrison, who runs in the 
4,4s in the 40-yard dash 
at 6-6 and 255 pounds. Cade Stover, another pass-rush 
candidate, is also big (6-4, 225 pounds) and was versatile 
enough to play linebacker, wide receiver and safety at 
times in high school. Garrett Wilson and Jameson Williams 
are fast playmakers at wide receiver, while Harry Miller is an 
outstanding technician to anchor the offensive-line class. 
Another versatile athlete, Steele Chambers, figures to be an 
impact guy as a tailback. Linebacker Tommy Eichenberg is 
a big hitter and safety Ronnie Hickman has star potential. 


DE Chase Young 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 
\ PASSING 


N/A 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pet. Yds. 1D Avg/6 


NIA N/A NA ON/A| N/A N/A) N/A 
“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
J.K. Dobbins 14 230 1053 4.6 10 75.2 
“JRECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
K.J.Hill 44°70 885 126 6 63.2 
| TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Jordan Fuller 3B 6 208 
Malik Harrison 3 5526 81 
SACKS — GP No. Yards 
Chase Young 14 10.5 4 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Shaun Wade 2 [12 } 40) 10 
2018 TEAM STATS 
|statistic | OsuU_| OPP | 
SCORING 593 357 
Points Per Game 42.4 25.5 
FIRSTDOWNS 403 283 
Rushing 136 102 
Passing 231 145 
Penalty 36 36 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2398 2215 
Yards gained rushing 2679 2700 


Yards lost rushing 281 485 
Rushing Attempts 570 490 
Average Per Rush 4.2 45 
Average Per Game 171.3 158.2 
TDs Rushing 23 26 
PASSING YARDAGE 5100 3433 
Comp-Att-Int 396-561-8 272-489-11 
Average Per Pass 91 7.0 


Average Per Catch 12,9 12.6 
Average Per Game 364.3 245.2 
TDs Passing 51 18 
TOTAL OFFENSE 7498 5648 
Total Plays 1131 979 
Average Per Play 6.6 5.8 


Average Per Game §35.6 403.4 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 26-463 33-492 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 27-216 13-43 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS N1-107 8-211 


KICK RETURNAVG. 17.8 14.9 
PUNTRETURN AVG. 8.0 3.3 

INTRETURNAVG. 97 26.4 
FUMBLES-LOST 17-9 24-12 
PENALTIES-YARDS 116-1055 _— 81-78 


Average Per Game 4 
PUNTS-YARDS 62-2652 87-3422 
Average Per Punt 42.8 39.3 
Net punt average 41.8 35.7 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 31:57 28:03 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 95/204 67/205 
3rd-Down Pet. 41% 33% 

4TH-DOWNCONV. 14/21 9/19 
4th-Down Pet. 67% 47% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 41-274 23-116 

MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 79 46 
FG-ATTEMPTS 13-18 14-22 
ATTENDANCE 713630. 284415 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/101947  4/71104 
Neutral Site Games 3/74197 


OHIO STATE 130 166 118 172 7 593 
Opponent 71101 71 108 6 357 
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CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
B Justin Fields (6-3, 223, So.) 
Matthew Baldwin (6-3, 215, Fr.) 
& J.K.Dobbins* (5-10, 217, Jr.) 
Demario McCall (5-9, 195, Jr.) 
LY Thayer Munford’ (6-6, 310, Jr.) 
Nicholas Petit-Frere (6-5, 295, Fr.) 
@ Wyatt Davis (6-4, 313, So.) 
Gavin Cupp (6-4, 308, Jr.) 
Josh Myers (6-5, 310, So.) 
Matthew Jones (6-4, 299, Fr.) 
R@ BrandenBowen (6-7, 315, Sr.) 
Harry Miller (6-4, 310, Fr.) 
RT Joshua Alabi (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
Max Wray (6-7, 300, Fr.) 
TE Luke Farrell* (6-6, 250, Jr.) 
Rashod Berry (6-4, 259, Sr.) 
WR Austin Mack* (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
Binjimen Victor (6-4, 205, Sr.) 
WR  ChrisOlave (6-1, 185, So.) 
Garrett Wilson (6-0, 188, Fr.) 
WR K.J.Hill (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
Jaelen Gill (6-0, 195, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Chase Young* (6-5, 265, Jr.) 
Tyreke Smith (6-4, 267, So.) 

DT RobertLanders* (6-1, 285, Sr.) 
Davon Hamilton (6-4, 308, Sr.) 

DT Haskell Garrett (6-2, 295, Jr.) 
Taron Vincent (6-2, 293, So.) 

DE Jonathon Cooper* (6-4, 257, Sr.) 
Jashon Cornell (6-3, 280, Sr.) 

LB = MalikHarrison* (6-3, 245, Sr.) 
Dallas Gant (6-3, 232, So.) 

LB = Tuf Borland’ (6-1, 232, Jr.) 
Teradja Mitchell (6-2, 242, So.) 

LB BaronBrowning (6-3, 248, Jr.) 
Pete Werner* (6-3, 239, Jr.) 

CB Jeffrey Okudah (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
Tyreke Johnson (6-1, 195, Fr.) 

CB DamonArnette* (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
Shaun Wade (6-1, 194, So.) 

FS JordanFuller* (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
Josh Proctor (6-2, 205, So.) 

SS Brendon White* (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
Isaiah Pryor (6-2, 200, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& — BlakeHaubeil* (6-3, 230, Jr.) 
P  DrueChrismant* (6-3, 220, Jr.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH: 

Jim Harbaugh 
Fifth year (38-14) 
CAREER RECORD: 96-41 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Josh Gattis (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Don Brown (fourth year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Michigan Stadium 
CAPACITY: 107,601 
TICKETS: 866-296-MTIX 
SITE: Ann Arbor, Mich. 
WEBSITE: mgoblue.com 
TWITTER: @UMichFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


Middle Tennessee 
Army West Point 


QB Shea Patterson 


@Wisconsin In a cramped room deep inside TOP NFL PROSPECT 
8 Rutgers Mercedes-Benz Stadium in E 
Q - aan Atlanta, Michigan guard Ben WR Tarik Black 
0.19 @Penn State Bredeson spoke for an entxe Injuries have hampered Black at Michigan, 
IM ey program and its increasingly but he’s a handful when healthy. At 6-3, he’s 
N16 Michigan State irritated fanbase. The too physical for most cornerbacks, yet he also 
N.23 @Indiana Wolverines had just been blown possesses breakaway speed. If he can finally 
N.30 Ohio State out by Florida in the Peach Bowl, catch a break and play a full season, he'll be 
yet another disappointing loss pretty high up draft boards with a choice to 
2018 RESULTS: 10-3 on the national stage. make at season's end. 
At most schools, a 10-win season would be 
S1 SNotre arise ae celebrated. Michigan is not most schools. 
. Saar ase 45-20 “That’s exactly why I came here— 
Nebraska 56-10 because 10-3 is good at a lot of 
9 @Northwestern 20-17 places, but not for me and not at Ohio State exposed what had 
Meryland Aza for here,” Bredeson said. been the best defense in the 
3 Wisconsin 38-13 ? 
0 @Michigan State 21-7 While Michigan handled rival country up until that point. A 
a 3 Area Ao Michigan State last season, the 41-15 loss in the Peach Bowl 
N17 Indiana 31-20 Wolverines lost to the three best certainly didn’t help, either. S 
N.24 @Ohio State 39-62 teams they played. Michigan The initial thrill of the program 2 
5.29 Florida* 15-41 won 10 straight games after a hiring Jim Harbaugh has waned, = 
*Peach Bowl season-opening loss at Notre and the stakes for Michigan are = 


Dame, but a humiliating 62-39 defeat as clear as anyone in the country in 
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2019. In Year No. 5 for Harbaugh at his alma mater, close is 
not good enough. 

Harbaugh’s Wolverines are 1-9 against top-10 teams and 
0-4 against Ohio State, which has won a program-high seven 
straight against Michigan. The Wolverines of this season will 
be defined by how they perform in big games, and that’s it. 

Luckily for Michigan, there is reason to believe a very good 
offense can be great this season. Quarterback Shea Patterson 
picked a senior year in Ann Arbor over the NFL, and his 
efficiency adds a much-needed shot of stability. He completed 
64.6 percent of his passes last season for 2,600 yards with 22 
touchdowns compared to seven interceptions. 

If wide receiver Tarik Black can finally stay healthy, he 
and Donovan Peoples-Jones will be a problem for just about 
anyone, and Michigan has what likely is the best offensive line 
in the Big Ten. Four starters who were named All-Big Ten in 
some capacity—guards Bredeson and Michael Onwenu, left 
tackle Jon Runyan and center Cesar Ruiz—are back this season. 

With sophomore Christian Turner, true freshman Zach 
Charbonnet and senior Tru Wilson, Michigan has plenty of 
promise at running back. If new offensive coordinator Josh 
Gattis can provide a jolt to Michigan’s deep passing game, the 
Wolverines should have one of the most balanced attacks in 
college football. 

The question for Michigan will be on the other side of the 
ball, where defensive coordinator Don Brown will be forced 
to replace most of the muscle that made Michigan’s defense so 
good in 2018. Tackle Rashan Gary, top linebacker Devin Bush 
and No. 1 cornerback David Long departed for the NFL. End 
Chase Winovich and safety Tyree Kinnel graduated. 

Even so, the Wolverines should be deep at linebacker. 

Josh Uche led the team in sacks last season, while Josh Ross, 
Khaleke Hudson and Devin Gil all played in every game a year 
ago. 

Josh Metellus is a force at safety, but Michigan has a lot of 
unanswered questions in the secondary. Harbaugh’s team is 
very thin at cornerback, and it’s possible that true freshmen 
will crack the rotation. Metellus’ partner at safety could very 
well be Daxton Hill, the five-star prospect ranked the best at 
his position in the 2019 class. 

If Michigan can handle a tricky visit to Wisconsin on Sept. 
21, it should reach the midway point 6-0 without a problem. 
Then it gets fun: Penn State, Notre Dame, Michigan State and 
Ohio State are among the last six games. The latter three are at 
the Big House, which is certainly preferable. 

Tough questions will follow Michigan this year. If the 2019 
season is not the time for the Wolverines’ breakthrough, then 
when is? 


2aysrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES vanes 
1 DaxtonHill, 5 5» 

2 Chris Hinton, O* OS» 

3 Zach Charbonnet, (5 4* 


The Wolverines had 
immediate needs to 
fill, and they did it with 
top-ranked recruits. 
The biggest need may 
have been at tailback, and Zach Charbonnet is a special 
talent with the size and pass-catching skills to be a feature 
back as a true freshman. Chris Hinton and four-star Mazi 
Smith help fill holes along the defensive front. Smith, an 
early enrollee, is likely to play soon. The gem of the class is 
Daxton Hill, who flipped back from Alabama and will be in 
the mix to replace Tyree Kinnel. The class was also strong 
on offensive linemen. 


‘ 


WR Nico Collins 


RETURNING 

STAT LEADERS 

~ PASSING _ 

Shea Patterson 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. TD Avg/G 
13 1499  210-325-7 64.6 2600 22 200.0 
“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/& 
TruWilson 13/62 364 5.9 1 28.0 
“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


NicoCollins 13| 38 632 16.6 6 486 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Josh Ross 3 22.39 #&l 
“SACKS GP No. __Yards 
JoshUche 2 70 44 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Josh Metellus 3 04 347 «1 
2018 TEAM STATS 
isTATisTiC || OPP _ 
SCORING 45 252 
Points Per Game 35.2 19.4 
FIRSTDOWNS 280 206 
Rushing 136 89 
Passing 123 82 
Penalty 21 35 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2653 1656 
Yards gained rushing _ 2908 2027 


Yards lost rushing 255 371 
Rushing Attempts 549 450 
Average Per Rush 4.8 3.7 
Average Per Game 2041 127.4 
TDs Rushing 26 15 
PASSING YARDAGE 04 1921 
Comp-Att-int 223-347-9 164-331-11 
Average Per Pass 8.1 5.8 
Average Per Catch 12,6 i 
Average Per Game 215.7 147.8 
TDs Passing 24 14 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5457 3577 
Total Plays 896 781 
Average Per Play 61 46 


Average Per Game 419.8 275.2 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 27-533 28-506 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 30-316 19-186 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS — 1-274 9-143 


KICK RETURN AVG. 19.7 181 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 10.5 9.8 
INTRETURN AVG. 24.9 15.9 
FUMBLES-LOST 10-3 7-6 


PENALTIES-YARDS 88-826 76-728 
Average Per Game 63.5 56.0 


PUNTS-YARDS 44-2020 81-3251 
Average Per Punt 45.9 40.1 
Net punt average 37.6 34.3 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 34:18 25:42 
3RD-DOWNCONV, 90/185 59/175 


3rd-Down Pct 49% 34% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 9/19 1/21 

4th-Down Pct. 47% 52% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 34-238 23-156 
MISC. YARDS 0 9 
TDSSCORED 56 32 
FG-ATTEMPTS 21-27 10-10 
ATTENDANCE 775156 351457 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/110737 5/70291 
Neutral Site Games 1/74006 


MICHIGAN 71 157 100129 QO 457 
Opponent 55 65 50 82 0 252 


5-YEAR RECORD 43-21 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 

QB SheaPatterson* (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
Dylan McCaffrey (6-5, 217, Jr.) 
Christian Turner (5-11, 200, So.) 
Zach Charbonnet (6-1, 222, Fr.) 
F  JonRunyan* (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
Jalen Mayfield (6-5, 296, So.) 
Ben Bredeson* (6-5, 320, Sr.) 
Chuck Filiaga (6-6, 341, Jr.) 
Cesar Ruiz* (6-4, 319, Jr.) 
Andrew Vastardis (6-3, 317, Sr.) 
RG Michael Onwenu* (6-3, 350, Sr.) 
Phillip Paea (6-4, 296, Jr.) 

RT Andrew Stueber (6-7, 323, Jr.) 
Stephen Spanellis (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
TE SeanMcKeon* (6-5, 251, Sr.) 
Nick Eubanks (6-5, 252, Sr.) 

WR Donovan Peoples-Jones* (6-2, 208, Jr.) 
wR 

wr 


= 
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Oliver Martin (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
Tarik Black (6-3, 215, Jr.) 
Ronnie Bell (6-0, 182, So.) 
Nico Collins* (6-4, 218, Jr.) 
Jake McCurry (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Kwity Paye (6-4, 260, Jr.) 
Taylor Upshaw (6-4, 246, So.) 

DT CarloKemp* (6-3, 280, Sr.) 
Chris Hinton (6-4, 285, Fr.) 

DT Michael Dwumfour (6-2, 285, Sr.) 
Donovan Jeter (6-3, 308, Jr.) 

DE AidanHutchinson (6-6, 268, So.) 
Luiji Vilain (6-4, 255, Jr.) 

LB JoshUche (6-2, 238, Sr.) 
Devin Gil (6-1, 231, Sr.) 

LB JoshRoss (6-2, 225, Jr.) 
Cameron McGrone (6-1, 228, So.) 

LB Khaleke Hudson* (6-0, 220, Sr.) 
Jordan Anthony (6-0, 245, Jr.) 

CB LavertHill® (5-11, 181, Sr.) 
Jaylen Kelly-Powell (6-0, 184, Jr.) 
Ambry Thomas (6-0, 183, Jr.) 
Jalen Perry (6-1, 185, Fr.) 

FS JoshMetellus* (6-0, 204, Sr.) 
Brad Hawkins (6-1, 213, Jr.) 

SS DaxtonHill (6-0, 190, Fr.) 
J'Marick Woods (6-3, 210, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jake Moody (6-0, 177, So.) 
P Will Hart* (6-3, 192, Sr.) 


*Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
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000 


BIG TEN 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Mark Dantonio 
13th year (107-51) 


CAREER RECORD: 125-68 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brad Salem (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Tressel (fifth year) 


TEAMIINFO 


STADIUM: Spartan Stadium 
CAPACITY: 75,005 
TICKETS: 800-GO-STATE 
SITE: East Lansing, Mich. 
WEBSITE: msuspartans.com 
TWITTER: @MSU_Football 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.30 Tulsa 

S77 Western Michigan 
S14 Arizona State 
S.21_ @Northwestern 
$.28 Indiana 

0.5 @Ohio State 
012 @Wisconsin 
0.26 Penn State 

NQ Mlinois 

N16 @Michigan 
N.23. @Rutgers 


N.30 Maryland 

2018 RESULTS: 7-6 
A.31 Utah State 38-31 
S.8  @Arizona State 13-16 
$.22 @Indiana 35-21 
$.29 Central Michigan 31-20 
0.6 Northwestern 19-29 
O13 @Penn State 21-17 
0.20 Michigan 7-21 
0.27 Purdue 23-13 
N.3 @Maryland 24-3 
N10 Ohio State 6-26 
N17 @Nebraska 6-9 
N.24 Rutgers 14-10 
D.31_ Oregon* 67 
*Redbox Bowl 


Chik 


= SPARTA 


DE Kenny Willekes 


In the offseason, Michigan State 
coach Mark Dantonio opted 

to repair and not replace, and 
only a 12-game schedule can 
determine if the 13th-year MSU 
coach made the right call. 

On one side of the ball, 
Michigan State is a legitimate 
contender to win the Big Ten 
championship. 

The Spartans should have one of the 
better defensive lines in college football, as 
Kenny Willekes is in the running for the 
best end in the conference. Nose 
tackle Raequan Williams was 
third-team All-Big Ten last year, 
and those two will be joined by 
the Panasiuk brothers—Jacub 
and Mike—to form a formidable 
line that doesn’t need help from 
blitzers to be disruptive. 

Linebacker Joe Bachie returns 
after a 102-tackle season as a junior, 
and safety David Dowell is a third-year 
starter with an all-league background. The 


Spartans’ defense again will be solid at every 


level, and given good health, Michigan 


2019 NATIONAL RANK 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
DE Kenny Willekes 


A walk-on making it to the NFL isn’t exactly 
the traditional path, but here we are. Willekes 
had a whopping 20.5 tackles for loss last season 
and was the Big Ten Defensive Lineman of 
the Year. His combination of speed and savvy 
constantly has him playing in the opposing 
backfield. 


ee \ 
> State will have a top-10 defense 


nationally. 
But then again, defense 
never was the question for 
the Spartans. Michigan State 
already knows it will have a 
College Football Playoff-caliber 
defense. The Spartans’ season will 
be defined by their offense—or lack 
thereof. 
Last season, it was far too much of the 


latter. Michigan State always seemed to 
be facing third-and-long, and the numbers 


DANTONIO: AL GOLDIS / AP: WILLEKES: CARLOS OSORIO / AP 
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HEYWARD: AL GOLDIS / AP 


reflected the struggle. 

Despite leading the country in rushing defense and the 
Big Ten in scoring defense, Michigan State averaged a paltry 
18.7 points per game, placing them in the bottom five of the 
FBS. The Spartans converted 33.5 percent of their third-down 
attempts. In the Big Ten, only Rutgers was worse. 

Fittingly, the MSU defense held their final three opponents 
of 2018 to 10 or fewer points—and the Spartans still went 1-2 
in those games. It was plainly obvious to everyone, including 
Dantonio, that something had to change for the Spartans. 

In an unexpected twist, though, all the change was internal: 
All five offensive coaches stayed but were shuffled in some 
capacity. Michigan State promoted quarterbacks coach Brad 
Salem to offensive coordinator, while last year’s co-offensive 
coordinators, Jim Bollman and Dave Warner, are back to 
being position coaches. 

In the best-case scenario, the changes will rejuvenate a 
Michigan State offense that had grown stale. At worst, the staff 
retention will lead to more of the same. 

In Dantonio’s defense, there is reason to believe that tinkering 
can lead to more production, Michigan State will return most of 
the offense, bringing back players who accounted for 75 percent 
of the team’s offensive starts last season. 

Brian Lewerke, when healthy, can be a dangerous 
dual-threat quarterback. The problem last season was that 
Michigan State’s offense had no balance. The Spartans, 
especially without star running back LJ Scott, couldn’t run 
the ball. Lewerke averaged 2.0 yards per carry and ended up 
throwing more interceptions (11) than touchdowns (8). 

Sophomore Rocky Lombardi played in eight games in 2018, 
and MSU’s season-opening quarterback certainly could be up 
in the air deep into August. 

While quarterback play certainly left something to be 
desired last season, Michigan State simply needs better from 
its offensive line. At an unforgiving position for new players, 
experience can and should lead to better play from the 
Michigan State line in 2019. Sophomores accounted for 38 
starts last season, and MSU has nine letter-winners returning 
for some additional depth. 

Leading rusher Connor Heyward is back, and Darrell 
Stewart Jr. and Cody White return from a group of wide 
receivers that was bludgeoned by injury a year ago. 

That Michigan State went 7-6 last season is a testament to 
what could be possible in 2019. With even an average offense, 
Dantonio’s team is capable of winning the Big Ten. 

But the Spartans have to prove they’ve turned the offensive 
corner first. 


‘@asrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES sitnate. 
1 Devontae Dobbs, 0). 4* 

2 Julian Barnett, C8 4» 

3 Luke Fulton, \S 3» 


The offensive-line 
class is the highlight 
here, led by Devontae 
Dobbs, the top prospect 
in the state of Michigan. 
He is joined by two outstanding recruits from Ohio in 
J.D, Duplain and Nick Samac, both of whom stuck with 
Michigan State despite Ohio State making attempts to flip 
them during their senior season. The offensive skill talent is 
also great with Jase Bowen, Tre Mosley and Tre‘Von Morgan 
at wide receiver and Anthony Williams Jr. and Brandon 
Wright at running back. Defensively, ends Michael Fletcher 
and Adam Berghorst have huge frames and upside; Julian 
Barnett could play early at corner. 


RB Connor Heyward 


RETURNING 

STAT LEADERS 

\ PASSING 

Brian Lewerke 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. 10 Avg/6 
NM) 106.1 | 184-339-11 | 54.3 2040 8 | 185.5 
“RUSHING GP Att, Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
ConnorHeyward 13,118 529 4.5 5) 407 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. 10 Avg/G 


Cody White 9 | 42) 555 13.2) 2) 617 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Joe Bachie 3 47+, «55102 
“SACKS GP No. _‘Yards 
Kenny Willekes 3 85 60 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 10 
David Dowell 2.30. 150 0 
JosiahScott 21 | 60.10 
2018 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC _| MSU _| OPP _| 
SCORING 18.7 17.2 
Points Per Game 243 223 
FIRSTDOWNS 263 213 
Rushing 92 55. 
Passing 146 139 
Penalty 25 19 
RUSHING YARDAGE 1623 1013 
Yards gained rushing 1961 1363 
Yards lost rushing 338 350 
Rushing Attempts 465 392 
Average Per Rush 3.5 2.6 
Average Per Game 124.8 71.9 
TDs Rushing 14 
PASSING YARDAGE 2824 2928 
Comp-Att-int 255-497-14 280-477-14 
Average Per Pass 5 61 
Average Per Catch 1A 10.5 
Average Per Game 217.2 225.2 
TDs Passing 12 14 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4447 3941 
Total Plays 962 869 
Average Per Play 4.6 45 
Average Per Game 342.1 303.2 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 19-450 29-520 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 23-142 28-151 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 14-154 —'14-170 
KICK RETURN AVG. 23,7 11.9 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 6.2 5.4 
INTRETURN AVG, 11,0 12. 
FUMBLES-LOST 26-8 21-9 
PENALTIES-YARDS 78-111 68-634 
Average Per Game 547 48.8 
PUNTS-YARDS 86-3371 87-3656 
Average Per Punt 39,2 42.0 
Net punt average 36.1 38.8 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 32:49 27 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 69/206 58/192 
31d-Down Pet. 34% 30% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 7/21 6/17 
4th-Down Pet. 33% 35% 
SACKSBY-YARDS 28-181 26-192 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 27 24 
FG-ATTEMPTS 18-22 17-23 
ATTENDANCE 508088 326257 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/72584 _5/65251 
Neutral Site Games 1/30212 


SCOREBYQTRS 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT T: 


MICH.STATE 42 68 84 49 0 243 
Opponent 34 48 37 104 0 223 
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2019 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB BrianLewerke* (6-3, 214, Sr.) 
Rocky Lombardi (6-3, 224, So,) 
B Connor Heyward* (6-0, 236, Jr.) 
La'Darius Jefferson (6-1, 227, So.) 
‘8 MaxRosenthal (6-2, 259, So.) 
Reid Burton (6-1, 241, Jr.) 
LT ColeChewins* (6-8, 300, Sr.) 
Spencer Brown (6-6, 326, Fr.) 
LO TylerHigby* (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
Matt Carrick (6-4, 321, So.) 
Cc MattAllen* (6-3, 312, Jr.) 
Blake Bueter* (6-4, 318, So.) 
RO KevinJarvis* (6-4, 317, Jr.) 
Luke Campbell (6-5, 302, Jr.) 
RT JordanReid* (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
AJ Arcuri (6-7, 296, Jr.) 
TE MattDotson (6-5, 252, Jr.) 
Noah Davis (6-4, 248, Jr.) 
WR Darrell Stewart Jr.* (6-2, 218, Sr.) 
C.J. Hayes (6-1, 205, So.) 
WR Cody White* (6-3, 218, Jr.) 
Cam Chambers (6-2, 219, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE KennyWillekes* (6-4, 262, Sr.) 
Jack Camper (6-4, 243, So.) 

DT RaequanWilliams* (6-4, 298, Sr.) 
Naquan Jones (6-4, 339, Jr.) 

DT MikePanasiuk* (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Jacob Slade (6-3, 296, Fr.) 

DE JacubPanasiuk* (6-3, 257, Jr.) 
Drew Beesley (6-2, 248, Jr.) 

LB = AntjuanSimmons (6-0, 225, Jr.) 
Noah Harvey (6-3, 236, So.) 

LB JoeBachie* (6-2, 238, Sr.) 
Dante Razzano (6-2, 227, Jr.) 

LB Tyriq Thompson’ (6-1, 239, Sr.) 
Brandon Bouyer-Randle (6-2, 229, Jr.) 

CB JoshButler (6-0, 176, Sr.) 
Shakur Brown (5-11, 180, So.) 

CB  JosiahScott (5-10, 168, Jr.) 
Dominique Long (6-2, 192, Jr.) 

FS David Dowell* (6-1, 205, Sr.) 
Xavier Henderson (6-1, 207, So.) 
Xavier Henderson (6-1, 207, So.) 
Tre Person (5-10, 167, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = MattCoghlin* (5-9, 200, Jr.) 
P = Jake Hartbarger (6-4, 193, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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BIG TEN 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

James Franklin 
Sixth year (45-21) 
CAREER RECORD: 69-36 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Ricky Rahne (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Brent Pry (sixth year) 
Tim Banks (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Beaver Stadium 
CAPACITY: 106,572 
TICKETS: 800-NITTANY 
SITE: State College, Pa. 
WEBSITE: gopsusports.com 
TWITTER: @PennStateFball 


| 


Franklin 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 Idaho 

S7 _ Buffalo 
$14 Pittsburgh 
S.27. @Maryland 
O5 Purdue 
O12 @lowa 
O19 Michigan 
0.26 @Michigan State 
N.9 @Minnesota 
N16 Indiana 
N.23 @Ohio State 
N,.30_ Rutgers 


2018 RESULTS: 9-4 


S.1 Appalachian St.(OT) 45-38 


S.8  @Pittsburgh 51-6 
S15 Kent State 63-10 
S.21 @lllinois 63-24 
$.29 Ohio State 26-27 
O13 Michigan State 17-21 
020 @lIndiana 33-28 
0.27 lowa 30-24 
N.3. @Michigan 7-42 
N10 Wisconsin 22-10 
N17 @Rutgers 20-7 
N.24 Maryland 38-3 
J) Kentucky* 24-27 
*Citrus Bowl 
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NITTANY IONS 


RB Ricky Slade 


At least for the first few weeks of 

the season, the game program 

at Beaver Stadium might be 

worth the cost for the roster 
alone. It’s hard to overstate just 
how different Penn State will look 

in 2019. 

Most of the Nittany Lions’ top players from 
last season are gone. Three-year starting quarterback Trace 
McSorley, All-Big Ten defensive back Amani Oruwariye, starting 
linebacker Koa Farmer and starting safety Nick Scott were 
seniors last season. 

Five starters with eligibility remaining bolted for the NFL 
Draft, including running back Miles Sanders, two offensive 
linemen and two defensive linemen. 

Wide receiver Juwan Johnson, who was likely to take on an 
elevated role in the Penn State offense, instead transferred to 
Oregon, leaving every position group on the roster without at 
least one key player from last year. 

That amount of turnover will put a great deal of emphasis 
on Penn State’s recent recruiting. The Nittany Lions have no 
choice but to play underclassmen in some positions, and they 
will ultimately sink or swim based on how much depth young 
players can provide. 

The good news for Penn State is that its program has 
consistently been a national presence again under coach James 
Franklin. In the past three recruiting classes, the Nittany Lions 
signed groups that ranked No. 15, No. 6 and No. 13 nationally, 
respectively. This roster is low on experience but still has talent. 

Fifteen true freshmen saw playing time last season, and it’s 
certainly possible something similar happens again. Second- 
year players such as running back Ricky Slade, linebacker 
Micah Parsons, wide receiver Justin Shorter and quarterback 
Sean Clifford will be center stage for a team trending young. 
Clifford was expected to battle fifth-year senior Tommy Stevens 
for the QB job, but Stevens entered the transfer portal April 19 
after he wasn’t named the starter after the spring game. 

The defense has a few cornerstones. End Yetur Gross-Matos 
is one of the top pass rushers in the Big Ten, while cornerback 
John Reid had an encouraging return from injury last year and 
will pair with talented junior Tariq Castro-Fields. 

Penn State is the wild card in the Big Ten. If this team arrives 
ahead of schedule like the 2016 Nittany Lions, however, they 
might have something to say about the East race before all is 
decided. 


5-YEAR RECORD 45-21 
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CT: Conference Title + BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB SeanClifford (6-2, 218, Jr) 
RB RickySlade (5-9, 203, So.) 
LT Will Fries* (6-6, 312, Jr.) 

LG C.J. Thorpe(6-3, 330, So) 

C Michal Menet* (6-4, 312, Jr.) 
RO Mike Miranda (6-3, 311, So.) 
RT Rasheed Walker (6-6, 314, Fr.) 
TE PatFreiermuth’ (6-5, 262, So.) 
WR KJHamler* (5-9, 168, So.) 
WR Jahan Dotson (5-11, 179, So.) 
WR Justin Shorter (6-4, 232, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE | YeturGross-Matos* (6-5, 265, Jr.) 
DT Robert Windsor* (6-4, 289, Sr.) 
PJ Mustipher (6-4, 300, So.) 
Shane Simmons (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
Cam Brown* (6-5, 230, Sr.) 

Jan Johnson’ (6-2, 236, Sr.) 
Micah Parsons (6-3, 243, So.) 
John Reid* (5-10, 189, Sr.) 

Tariq Castro-Fields (6-0, 181, Jr.) 
Garrett Taylor* (6-0, 204, Sr.) 
Jonathan Sutherland (5-11, 203, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jake Pinegar* (6-2, 201, So.) 
Pp Blake Gillikin* (6-2, 195, Sr.) 


S@@SSEGeRaS 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2AF'SPORTS., 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 
1 Brandon Smith, © 5« 

2 Devyn Ford, * 4» 

3 Caedan Wallace, 06 4« 


Cl 
STAR RTI 


The Nittany Lions brought 
in an outstanding class that 
begins at linebacker for 
“Linebacker U.” Brandon 
Smith and Lance Dixon are 
two thoroughbreds who 
enrolled early and were 
among the best athletes 
in the country. Two highly 
regarded tailbacks, Noah 
Cain and Devyn Ford, were 
good recruiting wins. The 
defensive-line class is full 
of long, athletic kids led by 
Adisa Isaac. Wide receivers 
John Dunmore and TJ Jones 
come up from Florida with 
great resumes. 


FRANKLIN: CHRIS KNIGHT / AP- SLADE: CHRIS KNIGHT / AP 
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ALLEN: DARRON CUMMINGS / AP-SCOTT: TONY DING / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 26-36 
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CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

Peyton Ramsey* (6-2, 213, Jr.) 
RB Stevie Scott* (6-2, 233, So.) 
Coy Cronk* (6-5, 321, Sr.) 

Harry Crider (6-4, 311, Jr.) 
Hunter Littlejohn (6-3, 311, Sr.) 
Simon Stepaniak’ (6-4, 321, Sr.) 
DaVondre Love (6-7, 292, Sr.) 
Peyton Hendershot* (6-4, 256, So.) 
Donavan Hale* (6-4, 225, Sr.) 
Nick Westbrook* (6-3, 216, Sr.) 
Whop Philyor* (5-11, 172, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE GavinEverett* (6-3, 265, Sr.) 
Jerome Johnson (6-3, 294, Jr.) 
Brandon Wilson (6-3, 284, Sr.) 
Allen Stallings IV (6-2, 246, Sr.) 
Thomas Allen (6-3, 245, So.) 
Reakwon Jones* (6-2, 237, Sr.) 
A’Shon Riggins* (6-0, 188, Sr.) 
Andre Brown Jr.* (6-0, 202, Sr.) 
Marcelino Ball* (6-0, 219, Jr.) 
Bryant Fitzgerald (6-0, 206, So.) 
Khalil Bryant* (5-10, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Logan Justus* (5-11, 181, Sr.) 
P Jared Smolar (5-11, 204, Jr.) 
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*Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


2eaysrorrs 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Sampson James, \% 4» 

2 Beau Robbins, © 46 

3 Cameron Williams, 0." 4» 


Indiana was able to keep 
three of the top in-state 
players from leaving, 
including running back 
Sampson James, who flipped 
to Indiana from Ohio State. 
He is joined by another 
talented running back in 
Ivory Winters and versatile 
athlete David Ellis, who 
can play tailback, slot and 
return kicks. Junior-college 
defensive tackle Juan Harris 
and Beau Robbins fill an 
immediate need on the 
line. Linebacker Cameron 
Williams is a long, fast 
prospect. 


NUIA 


HOOSIERS 


RB Stevie Scott 


Has any team come consistently closer to scoring 

a major upset without actually pulling it off more 

than Indiana? The Hoosiers have been ever so close, 

threatening Ohio State (2015), Michigan (2015, 2017) and 

Penn State (2018) but losing in the end. 

This season, however, might be IU’s best chance 

to pick off one of the major players in the Big Ten East. The 
Hoosiers will have a deeply veteran roster that features 20 
players with starting experience, answers at offensive skill 
positions and the program is coming off a recruiting high. 

Indiana signed a top-40 class in 2019, notably wooing three of 
the top five players in their highly competitive home state. One 
of them, running back Sampson James, should immediately add 
to arunning game that already has Stevie Scott, who rushed for 
1,137 yards and 10 touchdowns as a freshman last season. 

Junior quarterback Peyton Ramsey finished third in the Big 
Ten in completion percentage (66.0 percent) and passing yards 
per game (239.6) in addition to being second on the team in 
rushing. Even without receptions leader Luke Timian, Ramsey 
looks primed for another step forward provided he can cut 
down on the 13 interceptions he threw last season. 

Behind hybrid safety Marcelino Ball, who led the team in 
tackles for loss last season, the Hoosiers’ secondary should have 
real depth. 

The biggest question for Indiana will be an offensive line that 
must replace three starters. To realistically compete, the new 
five up front has to provide balance to IU’s offense. 

The Hoosiers don’t receive a ton of attention, especially 
considering the splashy hires elsewhere in the league, but coach 
Tom Allen’s staff has quietly done a nice job improving this 
roster, 

The constant problem for Indiana is that proximity matters. 
The Hoosiers simply can’t match the resources of traditional 
heavyweights like Ohio State, Michigan and Penn State, and 
Michigan State has averaged 8.9 wins per season under coach 
Mark Dantonio. That makes for a tough schedule each and 
every season, and Indiana has won between four and six games 
every year under this alignment. 

This season, the Hoosiers should have a real chance at 
earning a bowl bid after back-to-back 5-7 campaigns. Anything 
beyond a bowl appearance, however, is a tough sell in this 
division. 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH: 

Tom Allen 

Third year (10-15) 
CAREER RECORD: 10-15 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kalen DeBoer (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Kane Wommack (first year) 
Mark Hagen (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium 
CAPACITY: 52,626 
TICKETS: 866-IUSPORTS 
SITE: Bloomington, Ind. 
WEBSITE: iuhoosiers.com 
TWITTER: @IndianaFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A31 Ball State* 

S7 Eastern Illinois 
S14 Ohio State 

$.21_ Connecticut 
S.28 @Michigan State 
0.12 Rutgers 

O19 @Maryland 
0.26 @Nebraska 

N.2 Northwestern 
N16 @Penn State 
N.23. Michigan 

N.30 @Purdue 


*Indianapolis, IN 


2018 RESULTS: 5-7 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
SJ @Florida Intl. 38-28 
S.8 Virginia 20-16 
5.15 Ball State 38-10 
$.22. Michigan State 21-35 
$.29 @Rutgers 24-17 
O6 @Ohio State 26-49 
O13 lowa 16-42 
0.20 Penn State 28-33 
0.26 @Minnesota 31-38 
N10. Maryland 34-32 
N17 @Michigan 20-31 
N.24 Purdue 21-28 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWI TTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Mike Locksley 
Second year (1-5) 


CAREER RECORD: 3-31 
‘STAFE 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Scottie Montgomery (first year) 
Joker Phillips (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jon Hoke (first year) 


STADIUM: Maryland Stadium 
CAPACITY: 51,802 
TICKETS: 800-IM-A-TERP 
SITE: College Park, Md. 
WEBSITE: umterps.com 
TWITTER: @TerpsFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A.31 Howard 

SJ _ Syracuse 

S14 @Temple 

S.27 Penn State 

OS @Rutgers 

012 @Purdue 

O19 Indiana 

0.26 @Minnesota 

N.2. Michigan 

N.9 @Ohio State 
N.23 Nebraska 

N.30 @Michigan State 


2018 RESULTS: 5-7 


Sl Texas* 34-29 
S.8 @Bowling Green 45-14 
S15 Temple 14-35 
$.22 Minnesota 42-13 
O6 @Michigan 21-42 
O13 Rutgers 34-7 
0.20 @lowa 0-23 
0.27 Mlinois 63-33 
N.3__ Michigan State 3-24 
N10 @Indiana 32-34 
N11? Ohio State (OT) 51-52 
N.24 @Penn State 3-38 


*Landover, MD 


MARYLAND 


TERRAPINS 


CB Antoine Brooks Jr. 


A major part of winning at Maryland boils down to one 
thing: Can the Terrapins’ coaching staff keep the area’s 
prep talent at home? 

After a year of crisis, Maryland is betting that new 
coach Mike Locksley can do just that. Locksley carries 
significant respect in the Washington, D.C-Maryland- 

Virginia territory that produces a ton of Division 1 talent every 
year in the Terrapins’ back yard. 

Locksley’s first head-coaching job, a 2-26 stint at New Mexico, 
ended with a thud in 2011. But since then, Locksley spent four 
years as a Maryland assistant and three at Alabama, and there is 
likely no better fit for a return to head coaching than Maryland. 

Among the first things the new staff did was sign two of the 
top five players in Maryland and land two big-time transfers. 
Josh Jackson, the former starting quarterback at Virginia Tech, 
transferred to Maryland as a graduate and is likely to take over 
as the Terps’ signal-caller with two years of eligibility remaining. 
Ex-Ohio State linebacker Keandre Jones, a Maryland native, also 
landed with the Terrapins. 

Maryland, however, will have quite a bit of change in 
Locksley’s first season. Four of the five starting linemen are 
gone, leaving center Johnny Jordan as the only real certainty 
among the Terrapins’ group up front. Maryland also will have 
to replace running back Ty Johnson, who led the team in 
all-purpose yardage in 2018, and tackle-machine linebacker Tre 
Watson, who was the team’s best run-stopper. 

The challenge for Maryland’s defense will be creating more 
disruption, a significant problem last year. The Terrapins had 
fewer tackles for loss than any other team in the Big Ten and 
ranked 12th in the league in sacks. 

Unfortunately for Maryland, this is the start of something and 
not a finished product, and that makes for a rough outlook in 
the Big Ten East. Maryland will be a fringe bowl team in 2019, 
though anything more than that probably isn’t realistic for the 
time being. 
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2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


5-YEAR RECORD 25-37 
BG BS 
— mie — SS Ee 
SS ——— 
S——— 
EE een 
S———— 
SSS 
—————— 
76 3-9 6-7 48 5-7 
2015 | 2016 | 2017 } 2018 
TO Ges 
CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Josh Jackson (6-1, 215, Jr.) 
RB Anthony McFarland Jr. (5-8, 193, So.) 
LT = Marcus Minor (6-4, 307, So.) 
LG Brian Plummer (6-6, 315, Jr.) 
© = Johnny Jordan* (6-1, 304, Jr.) 
RO EllisMcKennie (6-3, 307, Sr.) 
RT = TyranHunt (6-7, 317, So.) 
TE NoahBarnes (6-4, 238, Jr.) 
WR Jeshaun Jones (6-2, 190, So.) 
WR  DJTurner (5-9, 203, Sr.) 
Dontay Demus (6-4, 202, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE LawtezRogers (6-4, 274, So.) 
DY AdamMcLean* (6-2, 305, Sr.) 
DT  Keiron Howard (6-3, 290, Sr.) 
DE Durell Nchami (6-3, 240, So.) 
LB = Isaiah Davis* (6-1, 245, Sr.) 
LB Keandre Jones (6-2, 228, Sr.) 
CB TinoEllis* (6-1, 195, Sr.) 

CB Antoine Brooks Jr.” (5-11, 210, Sr.) 
CB  Rayshad Lewis (5-10, 177, Jr.) 
FS Jordan Mosley (6-1, 203, So.) 
SS NickCross (6-0, 206, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Joseph Petrino* (5-11, 175, So.) 
P Bentley Faulkner (6-1, 160, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a srorTs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES RAT 


1 Nick Cross, 5 4» 
2 Lance LeGendre, 05 4* 
3 Isaiah Hazel, Wh 4% 


To do what new coach 
Mike Locksley and his staff 
did in closing this class with 
limited time was remarkable. 
The Terps landed four-star 
quarterback Lance LeGendre 
when nearly everyone had 
him pegged to Florida State. 
Then, they flipped Seminoles 
commit Nick Cross when 
Penn State appeared to have 
an edge. Those were two 
major pickups who could play 
immediately. Wide receiver 
Isaiah Hazel, defensive 
tackle Anthony Booker and 
linebacker Cortez Andrews 
could also see the field early. 


LOCKSLEY: PATRICK SEMANSKY / AP; BROOKS JR: PATRICK SEMANSKY / AP 


ASH: JULIO CORTEZ / AP: SITKOWSKI: MORRY GASH / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 19-42 


85 48 210 48 1-1 


OFFENSE 

QB ArturSitkowski* (6-5, 224, So.) 
RB  RaheemBlackshear* (5-9, 192, Jr.) 
LT — Raiqwon O'Neal (6-4, 300, Fr.) 
LQ ZachVenesky* (6-3, 301, Sr.) 

c Michael Maietti* (6-1, 292, Jr.) 
RG KamaalSeymour* (6-6, 309, Sr.) 
RT OmariCooper (6-4, 285, Jr.) 

TE Travis Vokolek* (6-6, 250, Jr.) 
WR > BoMelton* (5-11, 192, Jr.) 

Eddie Lewis (6-0, 182, So.) 
Shameen Jones* (6-1, 185, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE ElormLumor* (6-3, 246, Jr.) 

DT Julius Turner* (6-0, 282, Jr.) 

DT Willington Previlon (6-5, 295, Sr.) 
DE Mike Tverdov (6-4, 255, So.) 

LB Olakunle Fatukasi (6-1, 228, Jr.) 
LB = Tyreek Maddox-Williams* (6-0, 220, Jr.) 
LB Tyshon Fogg (6-1, 240, Jr.) 

CB Avery Young’ (6-0, 193, So.) 

CB  DamonHayes* (6-1, 202, Sr.) 

FS Christian Izien (5-10, 193, Fr.) 

SS Malik Dixon (6-3, 213, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Justin Davidovicz* (5-9, 180, Jr.) 
P Adam Korsak* (6-1, 193, Jr.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Za sPortTs. 


RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Aaron Young, "2 5* 

2 Kay’Ron Adams, "© 
3 Mohamed Toure, | 3» 


The Scarlet Knights 
needed game-changers, and 
they may have gotten two 
at running back in Aaron 
Young, who flipped from 
Michigan State, and Kay’Ron 
Adams, whom schools tried 
to steal late. Defensively, 
athletic linebacker Mohamed 
Toure leads the way, but 
defensive linemen Malachi 
Burby and Devin Baldwin are 
talented. Several junior- 
college signees like offensive 
tackle Omari Cooper and 
receiver Monterio Hunt 
should see the field right 
away. 


HUTGERG 


SCARLET KNIGHTS 


QB Artur Sitkowski 


Perpetually rebuilding is difficult enough. Try rebuilding 
in arguably the deepest division in college football. 
Rutgers is here again to try just that, churning away 

in the Big Ten East hamster wheel and attempting to 

become a bowl team despite its proximity to Ohio State, 

Michigan, Penn State and Michigan State. In the fourth 
year of coach Chris Ash’s tenure at the school, the Scarlet 
Knights’ improvement (or lack thereof) will be tied to one 
question. 

Can this team muster any offense? 

In 2018, the Scarlet Knights suffered from a serious inability 
to score points, which studies have suggested can be helpful 
during football games. Rutgers finished 127th out of 130 FBS 
teams in completion percentage (48.7), 128th in yards per catch 
(9.27) and 130th—dead last—in scoring offense (13.5 points per 
game). 

However, if there was a silver lining in last season’s never- 
ending struggle, it was that nearly everyone was young. 
Rutgers will bring back most of the offense, including starting 
quarterback Artur Sitkowski, whom the Scarlet Knights threw to 
the wolves last season. Sitkowski finished with four touchdown 
passes and 18 interceptions as a true freshman. 

Running back Raheem Blackshear led the team in both 
rushing yards and receptions as a sophomore. Three starting 
linemen return, and junior-college transfer Omari Cooper 
should help at tackle. 

But Rutgers needs way better production from a receiver 
group that was a nonfactor in 2018. No receiver caught more 
than 28 passes, and the entire group combined for one 
touchdown catch in 12 games. 

Despite being woefully overworked last season, Rutgers’ 
defense was decent overall and even good against the pass. 
Ends Mike Tverdov and Elorm Lumor should be a solid pass- 
rushing duo once again, and Avery Young showed flashes of 
being a legitimate No. 1 cornerback. 

If Rutgers can overcome some newness at linebacker, the 
defense should be midtier in the Big Ten. 

Even so, the bottom line is that this roster is just nowhere 
close to competing in the Big Ten East, which is supplemented 
this season by a road game at Iowa and a nonconference tilt in 
Piscataway against Boston College. 

While growth seems possible, and perhaps even likely at 
several positions, five wins seems like a best-case scenario for 
Rutgers in 2019. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Chris Ash 
Fourth year (7-29) 


CAREER RECORD: 7-29 
‘STAFF - 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
John McNulty (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Andy Buh (first year) 


STADIUM: High Point.com 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 52,454 
TICKETS: 866-445-GORU 
SITE: Piscataway, N.J. 
WEBSITE: scarletknights.com 
TWITTER: @RFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.30 Massachusetts 
S7. @lowa 

S.21__ Boston College 
$.28 @Michigan 
05 Maryland 
012 @lndiana 
O19 Minnesota 
0.26 Liberty 

N.2 @lilinois 

N16 Ohio State 
N.23 Michigan State 
N.30 @Penn State 


2018 RESULTS: 1-11 


Si _ Texas State 35-7 
$8 @Ohio State 3-52 
S15 @Kansas 14-55 
$22 Buffalo 13-42 
$.29 Indiana 17-24 
06 Illinois 17-38 
013 @Maryland 7-34 
0.20 Northwestern 15-18 
N.3. @Wisconsin 17-31 
N10. Michigan 7-42 
N.17_ Penn State 7-20 
N.24 @Michigan State 10-14 


——al 
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FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 
Scott Frost 
Second year (4-8) 


CAREER RECORD: 23-15 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Troy Walters (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Erik Chinander (second year) 


TEAM INFO. 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium 
CAPACITY: 85,458 
TICKETS: 800-8-BIGRED 
SITE: Lincoln, Neb. 
WEBSITE: huskers.com 
TWITTER: @HuskerFBNation 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A.3L South Alabama 
S7@Colorado 
5.14 Northern Illinois 
$21 @lllinois 

S.28 Ohio State 

O.5 Northwestern 
012 @Minnesota 
0.26 Indiana 

N2  @Purdue 

N16 Wisconsin 
N23. @Maryland 


N.29 lowa 

2018 RESULTS 

5.8 Colorado 28-33 
S15 Troy 19-24 
$22 @Michigan 10-56 
S.29 Purdue 28-42 
06 @Wisconsin 24-A\ 
O13 @Northwestern(OT) 31-34 
0.20 Minnesota 53-28 
0.27 Bethune-Cookman 45-9 
N.3. @Ohio State 31-36 
N10 Ilinois 54-35 
N17 Michigan State 9-6 
N.23 @lowa 28-31 


NEBRASKA 


CORNHUSKERS 


QB Adrian Martinez 


Imagine if a program that had lost TOP NFL PROSPECT 

its way hired Scott Frost as its head = 

coach, had a so-so but encouraging DT Carlos Davis 

first season, then unexpectedly put Davis, whom the Huskers moved to nose 

everything together in Year No. 2, tackle last season, consistently improved every 

in the process becoming a national step of the way for Nebraska. With another year 

story. of growth, the 325-pound man in the middle 
That would be something. should be in line for a big season and some 
Again. NFL interest. He'll be a key cog in Nebraska's 
Frost has his alma mater on the defense. 


same trajectory as UCF, a program that went 
0-12 in 2015 and had a perfect season in 
Frost’s second year as coach. Perfection 
through a Big Ten schedule 
might be asking just a bit much, 
but Nebraska has already done 
important foundational work 
in the 18-plus months Frost has 
been on campus. 

In a wide-open Big Ten West 


dynamo once again. Perhaps no 
program was as damaged by the 
rise of unofficial visits as much as 
Nebraska, at which recruiting is 
unlike any other school. 
The school has a 
championship pedigree but a 
Division where most teams have state with fewer than 2 million 
a case, why not Nebraska? people, and the Cornhuskers at 
First, the staff under Frost has their best are pulling players from 
made the Cornhuskers a recruiting anywhere in the Midwest, but also the 


ei MAGI S 
2019 NATIONAL RANK 


FROST: NATI HARNIK / AP: MARTINEZ: NATI HARNIK / AP 


2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


SPIELMAN: MORRY GASH / AP 


likes of Texas, Colorado and California. 

Frost understands how to recruit here as well as anyone, 
and the Cornhuskers have signed the highest-rated recruiting 
class in the West Division twice in two tries. 

Second, Nebraska should be dangerous offensively. 
Adrian Martinez earned a season’s worth of experience as 
the Cornhuskers’ starting quarterback as a true freshman, 
and he certainly looks as if he will be the long-term answer in 
Lincoln. In 11 starts, Martinez completed 64.6 percent of his 
passes for 2,617 yards with a touchdown-to-interception ratio 
slightly better than 2-to-1-17 touchdowns compared to eight 
interceptions. 

Receiver Stanley Morgan Jr. is gone, but JD Spielman will be 
a prime candidate for first-team all-conference at wide receiver 
in his junior campaign. What's more, the Huskers return three 
starting offensive linemen—including both tackles—and Frost 
might have a player comparable to De’Anthony Thomas, the 
former Oregon speedster whom Frost used creatively while he 
was the Ducks’ offensive coordinator. 

True freshman Wan’Dale Robinson was rated the top 
all-purpose back in the class of 2019, and all signs point to him 
playing a big role in Nebraska’s offense right away. He could 
be an instant help for a team that lost leading rusher Devine 
Ozigbo and does not know the status of Maurice Washington, 
who faces criminal charges in California. 

Nebraska’s season—and whether it can truly contend for a 
division championship—will come down to a defense that was 
not good enough for most of last season. The Cornhuskers 
allowed 31.2 points per game, worse than everyone in the Big 
Ten except Rutgers and Illinois. 

The Cornhuskers have questionable depth in the 
secondary, but even an average defense can lead to a serious 
turnaround for a team that did not win a road game last 
season. The Huskers lost by three at Northwestern, by five at 
Ohio State and by three at lowa. 

Linebacker Mohamed Barry had an excellent junior season 
with a team-best 112 tackles, 11.0 of which were for loss. He is 
the only player among Nebraska’s top five in tackles who'll 
be back in 2019, though the defense will return seven players 
who have started at least four games. 

If the Cornhuskers take care of business at Colorado, they 
should match last season’s win total by the end of September. 
It might seem crazy now, but the days of Nebraska being 

completely out of the Big Ten West race are numbered. 

If you’re buying stock in any program to take a giant leap 
forward in 2019, Nebraska is as good a bet as anyone in the 
country. 


Zeer srorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 

The prize of the group TOPSIGNEES (ER 
is Wan’Dale Robinson, 1 Wan'Dale Robinson, |!) 4* 
who was one of the most 2 NoaPola-Gates, ©" 4* 
exciting players in the 3 Bryce Benhart, 9) 4» 
country in his class and a 
player who can change the scoreboard in the blink of an eye. 
He can play running back, slot and be a return man. 

The Huskers did very well in the West, beating Pac-12 
schools for top talents like defensive back Noa Pola-Gates 
and defensive lineman Ty Robinson. They also outrecruited 
several Big Ten foes for offensive tackle Bryce Benhart, 

a massive 6-9 mauler with big-time potential. Athletic 
quarterback Luke McCaffrey has the footspeed and smarts 
to be highly effective in Nebraska’s system. 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


Adrian Martinez 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
N 139.5 224-347-8 64.6 2617 17 2379 
“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
AdrianMartinez 11 140 629 45 8 572 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


JD Spielman 10 66 818 124 8 818 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Mohamed Barry 2) 55.) 57) 112 
“SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
BenStille 2 5.0 28 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Lamar Jackson 2. 0 OO 0 
Deontai Williams 27 ud 00 0 


2018 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC | NEB | OPP | 


SCORING 360 375 
Points Per Game 30.0 31.2 
FIRST DOWNS 278 272 
Rushing 130 4 
Passing 130 129 
Penalty 18 29 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2508 2349 
Yards gained rushing 2861 2621 


Yards lost rushing 353 272 
Rushing Attempts 464 470 
Average Per Rush 5.4 5.0 
Average Per Game 209.0 195,8 
TDs Rushing 25 29 
PASSING YARDAGE 2966 285 
Comp-Att-lnt 257-404-11 238-425-11 
Average Per Pass 7. Ms 
Avarage Per Catch 1,5 12,0 
Avetage Per Game 247.2 237.8 
TDs Passing 19 1 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5474 5202 
Total Plays 868 895 
Average Per Play 6.3 5.8 


Average Per Game 456.2 433.5 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 31-490 34-695 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 16-150 18-203 


INTRETURNS: #-YDS 1-16 1-71 
KICK RETURNAVG. 15.8 20,4 
PUNTRETURN AVG, 9.4 1.3 
INTRETURNAVG. 1.5 6.5 
FUMBLES-LOST 28-11 22-9 
PENALTIES-YARDS 92-850. 78-681 
Average Per Gane 70.8 8 
PUNTS-YARDS 57-2394 58-2467 


Average Per Punt 42.0 : 

Net punt average 37.0 37.2 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 27:44 32:16 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 58/156 76/176 


3rd-Down Pet. 37% 43% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 9/20 1/19 
4th-Down Pct 45% 58% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 25-172 —- 28-196 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 45 47 
FG-ATTEMPTS 14-18 15-20 
ATTENDANCE 623240 407962 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/89034 5/81592 
Neutral Site Games 0/0 


NEBRASKA 98 91 66 105 0 360 
Opponent 93 106 84 89 3 375 
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9-4 67 9-4 48 4-8 
2014 | 2015 2017 | 2018 
TO ee 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 

OFFENSE 

QB Adrian Martinez* (6-2, 220, So.) 
Andrew Bunch (6-1, 210, Jr.) 

RB Dedrick Mills (5-11, 215, Jr.) 
Wyatt Mazour (5-9, 200, Sr.) 

LY Brenden Jaimes* (6-6, 300, Jr.) 
Christian Gaylord (6-6, 310, Sr.) 

LO TrentHixson (6-4, 300, So,) 
John Raridon (6-4, 320, Jr.) 

© Cameron Jurgens (6-3, 270, Fr.) 
Will Farniok (6-3, 290, Fr.) 

RG BoeWilson* (6-3, 305, Jr.) 
John Raridon (6-4, 320, Jr.) 

RT  MattFarniok’* (6-6, 330, Jr.) 
Matt Sichterman (6-4, 310, So.) 

TE Jack Stoll* (6-4, 260, Jr.) 
Kurt Rafdal (6-7, 250, So.) 

WR JDSpielman* (5-9, 185, Jr.) 
Jaevon McQuitty (6-0, 205, So.) 

WR Wan'Dale Robinson (5-10, 180, Fr.) 
Jaron Woodyard (5-11, 190, Sr.) 

WR Kade Warner* (6-1, 210, So.) 
Mike Williams (5-10, 185, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Khalil Davis (6-2, 310, Sr.) 
Deontre Thomas (6-3, 290, So.) 

DT Carlos Davis* (6-2, 325, Sr.) 
Darrion Daniels (6-3, 320, Sr.) 

DE  BenStille* (6-5, 290, Jr.) 
DaiShon Neal (6-7, 310, Sr.) 

OLB TyrinFerguson (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
Alex Davis (6-5, 255, Sr.) 

{LB WillHonas (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
Nick Henrich (6-4, 210, Fr.) 

LB Mohamed Barry* (6-1, 230, Sr.) 
Collin Miller (6-3, 245, Jr.) 

OLB Breon Dixon (5-11, 205, So.) 
Caleb Tannor (6-2, 210, So.) 

CB DicaprioBootle* (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
Cam Taylor (6-0, 205, So.) 

CB Lamar Jackson* (6-3, 215, Sr.) 
EricLee Jr. (6-0, 215, Sr.) 

FS  CJSmith (6-2, 205, Fr.) 
Deontai Williams (6-1, 200, Jr.) 

88 JoJoDomann (6-1, 225, Jr.) 
Cam'ron Jones (6-0, 200, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Barret Pickering* (6-0, 195, So.) 
P Isaac Armstrong’ (5-11, 205, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH'S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 63 
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BIG TEN 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH: 


Jeff Brohm 
Third year (13-13) 


CAREER RECORD: 43-23 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Brian Brohm (third year) 
JaMarcus Shephard (second 
year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Nick Holt (third year) 
Anthony Poindexter (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Ross-Ade Stadium 
CAPACITY: 57,282 
TICKETS: 800-497-7678 
SITE: West Lafayette, Ind. 
WEBSITE: purduesports.com 
TWITTER: @BoilerFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A30 @Nevada 

S7_ Vanderbilt 
$14 TCU 

$.28 Minnesota 

O.5 @Penn State 
0.12 Maryland 

O19 @lowa 

0.26. Illinois 

N.2.. Nebraska 

N.9  @Northwestern 
N.23 @Wisconsin 


N.30_ Indiana 

2018 RESULTS: 6-7 
A.30 Northwestern 27-31 
$.8 Eastern Michigan 19-20 
$15 Missouri 37-40 
$.22 Boston College 30-13 
S29 @Nebraska 42-28 
013 @lllinois 46-7 
0.20 Ohio State 49-20 
0.27 @Michigan State 13-23 
N3  lowa 38-36 
N10 @Minnesota 10-41 
N.17_ Wisconsin (30T) 44-47 
N.24 @lIndiana 28-21 
D.28 Auburn* 14-63 
*Music City Bowl 


PURDUE 


WR Rondale Moore 


MLA 


A very, very long afternoon 
belied what has happened at 
Purdue. The last time we saw 
the Boilermakers, they were 
rather unkindly being ushered 
to the woodshed courtesy 

of Auburn, which throttled 
Purdue 63-14 in the Music City 
Bowl and ended last season on 
a sour note. 

But this program, both before and after 
bowl season, suggested that better days are 
coming in the near future. 

Jeff Brohm brought a different caliber 
of player to West Lafayette in his first two 
seasons as the Boilermakers’ coach, and in 
what can be considered a program-changing 
upset, he will return for a third. Everything 
was set up for Brohm to take his next 
professional step in the most obvious place. 
Brohm, a former quarterback at Louisville 
who grew up in the city, was the most logical 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
LB Markus Bailey 


Sophomore Rondale Moore is Purdue’s 
most-watched prospect, but Bailey is likely 
to earn some interest among the 2020 draft 
candidates. Bailey is an instinctive run-stopper 
and solid tackler who consistently has improved 
during his time at Purdue. His physical traits 
aren't ideal, but he'll have plenty of effective 
game tape. 


choice for the Cardinals after a ruinous 
season during which the program fired 
Bobby Petrino. 

Brohm listened to his alma mater’s offer— 
and turned it down, saying at the time that 
going home was enticing, but “the timing 
was not ideal.” 

Purdue, which sweetened the financial 


BROHM: DARRON CUMMINGS / AP: MOORE: MARK HUMPHREY / AP 
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BAILEY: MICHAEL CONROY / AP 


pot to keep Brohm, certainly appears to be the benefactor of 
the unexpected turn in the coaching carousel. Now Purdue— 
yes, Purdue-is a player in Midwest recruiting that cannot be 
overlooked. 

With Brohm staying in northwest Indiana, the Boilermakers 
pulled in the No. 25 recruiting class in the country and the No. 
5 class in the Big Ten. Under this coaching staff, signing talent 
has reached a level not seen since Joe Tiller was roaming the 
Purdue sidelines. 

All of that adds to a 2018 season during which the 
Boilermakers went to a bowl game in back-to-back years for 
the first time since 2011-12. The campaign began with three 
straight losses, but Purdue appeared to turn a corner with a 
magical win against Ohio State, defeats of Nebraska and Iowa 
and an Old Oaken Bucket rivalry win at Indiana. 

Purdue lost quarterback David Blough to graduation, 
though the Boilermakers know what they have in his 
replacement, Elijah Sindelar. Sindelar started eight games in 
2017 and threw for 18 touchdowns and 2,099 yards despite 
playing the final month of the season on a torn ACL. 

Eighteen months of development and recovery later, 
Sindelar projects as a solid No. 1 quarterback—who just 
happens to be throwing to one of the best players in college 
football. Wide receiver Rondale Moore was even better than 
expected as a freshman, piling up 114 catches, 1,258 yards and 
12 touchdowns. He’s the best wideout in the conference. 

Adding to Purdue’s cause is a schedule that might be the 
most favorable route to Indianapolis of any team in the Big 
Ten. Purdue dodges both Ohio State and Michigan from the 
East during the regular season, and after playing an Aug. 30 
opener at Nevada, the Boilermakers will spend the entire 
month of September at home. 

The Boilermakers also play five conference home games, 
including Nebraska, and will have two open dates during the 
2019 campaign, which includes a week off preceding its trip to 
West Division competitor Wisconsin. 

Purdue’s biggest question will be along both lines. The 
interior of the offensive line is all new except for right guard 
Matt McCann, and Purdue simply must have more from its 
defensive front. Out of Purdue’s top three sack leaders last 
year, none played on the line, and the defense allowed more 
first downs than any other team in the Big Ten. 

Across-the-board depth is better than a year ago, but still 
not ideal. However, it seems highly likely that this offense is 
going to score a ton of points in 2018, and an improvement of 
two (or more) wins could be in the cards if the Boilermakers 
stay healthy. In Year No. 3 for Brohm, things are looking up. 


‘Zap srorrs, RECRUITING REPORT 


This was one of TOP SIGNEES TAB BT 
Purdue’s best recruiting 1 George Karlaftis, 0° 4* 
classes in the internetera. 2 David Bell, W/" 4* 

Defensive end George 3 Milton Wright, "= 46 
Karlaftis, a West Lafayette 

native with star potential, had options from coast to coast * 
but chose to stay home. Sulaiman Kpaka and Dontay Hunter 
further fortify the defensive line. The wide-receiver class was 
strong as David Bell, Milton Wright and TJ Sheffield could 

be the lead wideouts in most classes, Those three going to 
the same school is a scary thought for opponents. Detroit 
safeties Marvin Grant Jr. and Jalen Graham are big, fast 
athletes, while tailbacks King Doerue and Da’Joun Hewitt are 
a good duo. 


LB Markus Bailey (em 


RETURNING 

STAT LEADERS 

\ PASSING 

Elijah Sindelar 

GP Effic. Cmp-AttInt Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
2 145 26-44-3591 283 2 1415 
“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
RondaleMoore 13 21 213 101 2 164 


SRECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


RondaleMoore 13 114 1258 110 12 968 
TACKLES — GP Solo Assist Total 
Markus Bailey 137.82) 33.) 15 
“SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Markus Bailey 12:) 55 20 
‘SINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Kenneth Major 3] 0 37. «0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
|statistic | PUR | OPP _| 
SCORING 397 390 
Points Per Game 30.5 30.0 
FIRSTDOWNS 284 308 
Rushing 97 118 
Passing 156 164 
Penalty 31 26 


RUSHING YARDAGE 1773 2229 
Yards gained rushing 2035 2511 


Yards lost rushing 262 282 
Rushing Attempts 400 499 
Average Per Rush 44 45 
Average Per Game 136.4 71.5 
TDs Rushing 20 25 
PASSING YARDAGE 3998 3749 
Comp-Att-Int 333-509-13 301-483-11 
Average Per Pass 19 18 
Average Per Catch 12.0 12.5 
Average Per Game 307.5 288.4 
TDs Passing 28 22 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5771 5978 
Total Plays 909 982 


Average Per Play 6.3 6.1 
Average Per Game 443.9 459.8 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 40-737 32-686 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 14-80 15-82 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 11-61 13-99 


KICK RETURNAVG. 18.4 21.4 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 57 25 
INTRETURNAVG. 65 7.6 
FUMBLES-LOST 15-6 10-3 


PENALTIES-YARDS 81-837. 96-919 
Average Per Game 64.4 70.7 


PUNTS-YARDS 62-2642 65-2599 
Average Per Punt 42.6 40.0 
Net punt average 40.6 37.8 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 29:39 30:21 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 70/181 = 67/183 


3rd-Down Pct. 39% 37% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 10/19 14/25 
Ath-Down Pct. 53% 56% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 25-155 30-184 

MISC. YARDS 13 -20 
TDSSCORED 49 49 
FG-ATTEMPTS 19-25 17-24 
ATTENDANCE 357839 282849 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/5120 5/56570 
Neutral Site Games 1/59024 


SCOREBYQTRS 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT 


PURDUE 99 101 95 85 17 397 
Opponent 99 102 74 95 20 390 


5- YEAR RECORD 21-41 
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CT: Conference Title - BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 

OFFENSE 

QB Elijah Sindelar (6-4, 225, Sr.) 
Nick Sipe (6-4, 215, So.) 

B  TarioFuller (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
King Doerue (5-11, 205, Fr.) 
 GrantHermanns* (6-7, 290, Jr.) 
Jimmy McKenna (6-5, 290, Fr.) 
DJ Washington (6-4, 300, So.) 

Will Bramel (6-6, 290, Fr.) 
Viktor Beach (6-4, 305, So.) 
Alex Criddle (6-3, 305, Sr.) 
Matt McCann‘* (6-6, 305, Sr.) 
Will Bramel (6-6, 290, Fr.) 
Mark Stickford (6-5, 290, So.) 
Eric Miller (6-7, 290, Fr.) 
Brycen Hopkins (6-5, 245, Sr.) 
Darius Pittman (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
Rondale Moore* (5-9, 180, So.) 
Jackson Anthrop (5-11, 185, Jr.) 
WR Jared Sparks* (6-1, 210, Jr.) 
Milton Wright (6-3, 200, Fr.) 
WR David Bell (6-1, 200, Fr.) 
Mershawn Rice (6-2, 198, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Derrick Barnes* (6-1, 240, Jr.) 
Kai Higgins* (6-4, 260, Sr.) 

DT GiovanniReviere* (6-5, 270, So.) 
Steven Faucheux (6-4, 272, Fr.) 

DT LorenzoNeal* (6-3, 315, Sr.) 
Anthony Watts* (6-4, 300, Jr.) 

DE George Karlaftis (6-4, 265, Fr.) 
Robert McWilliams Ill (6-4, 230, So.) 

LB Markus Bailey* (6-1, 240, Sr.) 

LB 

LB 
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Ja’Qurius Smith (6-2, 210, Fr.) 
Cornel Jones* (6-2, 240, Jr.) 
Derrick Barnes (6-1, 240, Jr.) 
Derrick Barnes (6-1, 240, Jr.) 
Jaylan Alexander (6-1, 240, So.) 
CB Dedrick Mackey (5-11, 185, So.) 
Jacob Abrams (6-2, 195, So.) 
CB Kenneth Major* (6-0, 200, So.) 
Jordan Rucker (6-0, 195, Fr.) 
FS NavonMosley* (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Jalen Graham (6-3, 215, Fr.) 
SS Brennan Thieneman (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
Simeon Smiley (6-0, 205, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = J.D. Dellinger (6-2, 195, Jr.) 
P —_ Brooks Cormier (6-5, 218, Fr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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BIG TEN 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Paul Chryst 
Fifth year (42-12) 


CAREER RECORD: 61-31 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Joe Rudolph (fifth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jim Leonhard (third year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Camp Randall 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 80,321 
TICKETS: 800-462-2343 
SITE: Madison, Wis. 
WEBSITE: uwbadgers.com 
TWITTER: @BadgerFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.30 @South Florida 
S7 Central Michigan 
S.21_ Michigan 
S$.28 Northwestern 
O5 Kent State 
012 Michigan State 
O19 @lllinois 

0.26 @Ohio State 
N93 lowa 

N16 @Nebraska 
N.23 Purdue 

N.30 @Minnesota 


2018 RESULTS: 8-5 


A.3) Western Kentucky 34-3 
S.8 New Mexico 45-14 
S15 BYU 21-24 
$22 @lowa 28-17 
O06 Nebraska 41-24 
O13 @Michigan 13-38 
0.20 Illinois 49-20 
0.27 @Northwestern 17-31 
N.3 Rutgers 31-17 
N10 @Penn State 10-22 
N17 @Purdue (30T) 47-44 
N.24 Minnesota 15-37 
D.27 Miami (Fla.)* 35-3 
*Pinstripe Bowl 
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The natural cycling of college 
sports means that everything can 
feel so different in just a year. 

Paul Chryst is back for his 
fifth season as head coach at 
Wisconsin and 2,194-yard rusher 
Jonathan Taylor has not gone 
anywhere, but the Badgers’ 2019 
season will be decided by how 
well—and how quickly—new 

players acclimate to elevated roles. 

At this time a year ago, Wisconsin had 
hopes of contending for the College Football 
Playoff with known commodities dotted all 
throughout the roster. After what turned out 
to be a disappointing season during which 
the Badgers finished 5-4 in the Big Ten and 
three games off the West Division lead, 
Wisconsin will have no choice but to rebuild. 

Even for a school that never seems 
to be at a loss on the offensive line, 
Wisconsin lost a lot of talent up front. The 
Badgers will have to replace three former 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
C Tyler Biadasz 


Going into his junior season, Biadasz looks to 
be the type of center an NFL team can plug into 
its lineup and not worry about the position for a 
decade. He’s a very intelligent player with good 
feet and technique. Also, at 318 pounds, he’s 
more than capable as a run blocker. 


All-Americans in guards Michael Deiter and 
Beau Benzschawel and right tackle David 
Edwards. 

On defense, familiar faces at every level 
like nose tackle Olive Sagapolu, linebacker 
T.J. Edwards and safety D’Cota Dixon are 
gone. 

Surprisingly, Wisconsin’s biggest storyline 
going into the season is what will happen 
at quarterback. Alex Hornibrook, who had 
been entrenched as the Badgers’ starter, 


CHRYST: PAUL SANCYA/ AP-TAYLOR: ANDY MANIS / AP 
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transferred to Florida State for his final season and opened the 
way for someone new under center. 

That very well might be true freshman Graham Mertz, the 
third-ranked pro-style quarterback in the class of 2019. Mertz 
had offers from many of college football’s heavy hitters— 
Alabama, Clemson, Georgia, Ohio State and Michigan among 
them —but still ended up in Madison. 

Mertz, if he can beat out Jack Coan for the starting position 
during the summer, could be the quarterback for whom 
Wisconsin longed. The Badgers, year-in and year-out, have 
developed solid defenses, physical offensive lines and 
talented feature backs, but most of the time they’ve been only 
serviceable at quarterback. 

If Mertz immediately proves to be the program-changing 
quarterback he is projected to be, Wisconsin’s ceiling for 2019 
rises considerably. Opposing teams will sell out to stop Taylor, 
though a dangerous quarterback will make the Badgers’ 
offense a serious division contender. 

The good news for whoever plays quarterback is that 
he will have significant help both immediately in front and 
immediately behind him. Center Tyler Biadasz should be a 
Rimington Trophy candidate as the nation’s top center as a 
junior, and Taylor led the country in rushing yards during the 
2018 campaign. 

The bad news is that Biadasz is the only returning lineman 
from a Badgers team that ranked second among Power Five 
teams in rushing last season behind only Georgia Tech’s triple 
option. Wisconsin has plenty of unanswered questions on the 
line, which is nowhere near as deep as it was last season. 

The Badgers’ injury woes last season do come with 
something of a silver lining now, however. By the end of last 
season, Wisconsin was beat up in the secondary and forced to 
play a host of young players. 

This season, particularly at cornerback, Wisconsin appears 
to have some real depth behind starters Faion Hicks and 
Rachad Wildgoose. The Badgers have too many players and 
too few spots at corner, which certainly bodes well overall 
and also gives the team malleability against offenses that 
spread the field. 

Wisconsin’s schedule is a bit unusual this season. After the 
Aug. 30 opener at South Florida, the Badgers don’t leave home 
again until mid-October. The draw from the East Division, 
however, wasn’t especially inviting, as the Badgers will play 
Michigan and Michigan State at home and travel to Ohio State. 

The thing about newness, however, is it’s difficult to 
predict. If the young talent is ready now, the Badgers are a 
legitimate threat to go back to Indianapolis. 


2aysrorrs, RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES Lopate 


1 LoganBrown, —° 5 
2 Graham Mertz, 9° &* 
3 Joe Tippmann, as 


A strong class for the 
Badgers is led by five-star 
Logan Brown, who's as 
close to a franchise left 
tackle as there is coming 
into the Big Ten. He and four-star guard Joe Tippmann 
will be protecting Graham Mertz, one of the most talented 
quarterbacks the Badgers have ever signed. In-state tailback 
Julius Davis runs hard and has great balance. On defense, 
the linebacker class is strong with Californian Spencer Lytle 
leading the way, but Skyler Meyers and Maema Njongmeta 
are talented sleepers, while Leo Chenal is a great athlete. 
Defensive tackle Rodas Johnson was a big addition at a 
position of need. 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


= PASSING _ 
Jack Coan 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 


5/ 118.0 | 56-93-3 60.2 515 5 1030 
“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
JonathanTaylor 13 307 2194 7.1 16 168.8 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


A.J Taylor 13 32 521 16.33 401 


STACKLES —__sGP._ Solo. Assist _ Total 
Tack Baun 3B 37 2 «63 
SACKS ___ GP No. Yards 
ZackBaun 3 25 2 

INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Madison Cone vA] ee 10 «0 


2018 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC | WISG | _OPP_| 


SCORING 386 294 
Points Per Game 29,7 22.6 
FIRST DOWNS 280 230 
Rushing 172 98 
Passing 100 108 
Penalty 8 24 


RUSHING YARDAGE 3554 2016 
Yards gained rushing 3772 2276 


Yards lost rushing 218 260 
Rushing Attempts 571 454 
Average Per Rush 6.2 44 
Average Per Game 273.4 155.1 
TDs Rushing 32 7 
PASSING YARDAGE 2050 4 
Comp-Att-int 179-304-14 209-361-14 
Average Per Pass an " 
Average Per Catch 11.5 11.8 
Average Per Game 157.7 189.1 
TDs Passing 19 14 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5604 4474 
Total Plays 875 815 
Average Per Play 6.4 5.5 


Average Per Game 431.1 344.2 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 30-578 13-263 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 19-91 17-191 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 14-98 14-179 


KICK RETURNAVG. 19.3 20,2 
PUNTRETURN AVG. 4.8 11.2 
INTRETURNAVG. 7.0 12.8 
FUMBLES-LOST 16-10 18-11 


PENALTIES-YARDS 74-657. 44-421 
Average Per Game 50.5 32.4 


PUNTS-YARDS 54-2058 58-2320 
Average Per Punt 38.1 40.0 
Net punt average 32.7 38.1 


TIMEOFPOSS/GAME 32:04 27:56 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 64/155 «67/179 


31d-Down Pct. 41% 37% 
4TH-DOWNCONV, 5/12 713 

4th-Down Pet. 42% 54% 
SACKSBY-YARDS 19-144 24-151 
MISC. YARDS 
TDSSCORED 51 33 
FG-ATTEMPTS 10-18 21-28 
ATTENDANCE 540072 379450 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/77153 5/75890 
Neutral Site Games 1/37821 


WISCONSIN 69 92 86 119 20 386 
Opponent 37 77 8 78 W 294 


5- YEAR RECORD 53-15 
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CT: Conference Title « BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Graham Mertz (6-3, 216, Fr.) 
Jack Coan (6-3, 216, Jr.) 
B Jonathan Taylor* (5-11, 219, Jr.) 
Garrett Groshek (5-11, 215, Jr.) 
Mason Stokke (6-2, 232, Jr.) 
John Chenal (6-2, 252, So.) 
Cole Van Lanen (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
Tyler Beach (6-6, 307, So.) 
LG David Moorman (6-5, 297, Sr.) 
Kayden Lyles (6-3, 318, So.) 
Cc —TylerBiadasz* (6-3, 318, Jr.) 
Josh Seltzner (6-4, 326, So.) 
RG JasonErdmann (6-6, 330, Sr.) 
Kayden Lyles (6-3, 318, So.) 
Logan Bruss (6-5, 305, So.) 
Aaron Vopal (6-6, 310, So.) 
Jake Ferguson’ (6-5, 247, So.) 
Luke Benzschawel (6-6, 269, Jr.) 
Danny Davis Ill (6-0, 204, Jr.) 
Kendric Pryor* (5-11, 186, Jr.) 
A.J. Taylor* (5-11, 204, Sr.) 
Jack Dunn (5-7, 172, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE IsaiahhLoudermilk* (6-7, 307, Jr.) 
David Pfaff (6-2, 284, Sr.) 
NT Bryson Williams (6-2, 304, So.) 
Gunnar Roberge (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
DE MattHenningsen* (6-3, 271, So.) 
Garrett Rand (6-2, 279, Jr.) 
OLB Christian Bell (6-4, 245, Jr.) 
Noah Burks (6-2, 235, Jr.) 
{LB Jack Sanborn (6-2, 232, So.) 
Mike Maskalunas (6-3, 230, Jr.) 
ULB Chris Orr (6-0, 214, Sr.) 
Seth Currens (6-3, 209, Jr.) 
OLB Zack Baun* (6-3, 225, Sr.) 
Tyler Johnson (6-3, 242, Sr.) . 
CB Rachad Wildgoose* (5-11, 193, So.) 
Deron Harrell (6-2, 185, So.) 
CB FaionHicks* (5-10, 187, So.) 
Caesar Williams (6-0, 186, Jr.) 
FS ScottNelson* (6-2, 197, So.) 
Reggie Pearson (5-10, 198, Fr.) 
Eric Burrell (6-0, 191, Jr.) 
Collin Wilder (5-10, 193, Jr.) 
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SPECIALISTS 
K — CollinLarsh (5-10, 184, So.) 
P Anthony Lotti* (6-0, 183, Sr.) 


"Returning Starter 


Street & Smith’s All-American 
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BIG TEN 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

Pat Fitzgerald 
14th year (96-70) 


CAREER RECORD: 96-70 
STAFF - 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mick McCall (12th year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Hankwitz (12th year) 


STADIUM: Ryan Field 
CAPACITY: 47,130 
TICKETS: 888-467-8775 
SITE: Evanston, Ill. 
WEBSITE: nusports.com 
TWITTER: @NUFBFamily 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A431 @Stanford 
S14 UNLV 

$.21. Michigan State 
$.28 @Wisconsin 
O05 @Nebraska 
O18 Ohio State 
0.26 lowa 

N2. @lindiana 

N.Q Purdue 

N16 Massachusetts 
N.23 Minnesota 


N.30 @lllinois 

2018 RESULTS: 9-5 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
A.30 @Purdue 31-27 
S.8 Duke 7-21 
S15 Akron 34-39 
$.29 Michigan 17-20 
0.6 _@Michigan State 29-19 
O13 Nebraska (OT) 34-31 
0.20 @Rutgers 18-15 
0.27 Wisconsin 31-17 
N.3_ Notre Dame 21-31 
N10 @lowa 14-10 
N17 @Minnesota 24-14 
N.24 Mlinois 24-16 
D1 Ohio State* 24-45 
D.31_ Utah** 31-20 
*Big Ten Championship Game 
**Holiday Bowl 


NORTHWEST 


WILDCATS ; 


RB Isaiah Bowser 


Coming off a surprise run to the Big Ten Championship 
Game last season—Northwestern beat four ranked 
teams and lost only to Michigan and Ohio State from 
the Big Ten—the Wildcats hope to retool and go back to 
Indianapolis again this season. 

In 2018, Northwestern was a team that simply 
wouldn’t beat itself. The Wildcats were the least penalized team 
in college football, finished 11th nationally in turnovers forced 
and were really good in close games. The Wildcats played six 
Big Ten games decided by one score, winning five of them. 

But many key positions have turned over in the past 12 
months, forcing NU to plug in a few new players in the 14th 
season for coach Pat Fitzgerald in Evanston. 

Starting quarterback Clayton Thorson, leading receiver Flynn 
Nagel and top cornerback Montre Hartage have graduated 
and moved on, while starting running back Jeremy Larkin was 
forced to medically retire during last season due to a diagnosis 
of cervical stenosis. Tight end Cameron Green retired due to 
head injuries. 

At least at quarterback, though, the Wildcats look to have 
their answer. Northwestern usually wins or loses based on 
their development of players from a highly selective recruiting 
pool, so a former five-star recruit under center will be a nice 
change of pace. Hunter Johnson, a transfer from Clemson, can 
completely change Northwestern’s outlook for this season if he 
proves to be as good as advertised. 

That should be a good pairing with a defense that was solid 
last season and returns seven of II starters. Linebacker Paddy 
Fisher, coming off a 116-tackle season as a sophomore, is on the 
short list for the best linebacker in the Big Ten. 

The hang-up for Northwestern is a rugged schedule, 
particularly in the early portion of the year. The Wildcats open 
the season at Stanford, and their first five Big Ten games are 
Michigan State, at Wisconsin, at Nebraska, Ohio State and Iowa. 
That’s not exactly a friendly beginning. 

However, if Johnson is immediately game-changing and the 
defense takes another step forward, Northwestern will be a 
formidable presence in the Big Ten West. The margins are small 
in this division. If last year is any indication, though, that’s the 
environment in which Northwestern thrives. 


5-YEAR RECORD 41-24 
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5-1 10e3' 7-6: 10-3" 9-5 
2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 
|WINS | LOSSES| 
CT: Conference Title - BG: Bowl Game 
2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Hunter Johnson (6-2, 208, So.) 
RB Isaiah Bowser* (6-1, 216, So.) 
Gunnar Vogel (6-6, 286, Jr.) 
Sam Gerak (6-3, 295, So.) 
Jared Thomas* (6-4, 294, Sr.) 
Sam Stovall (6-4, 285, Fr.) 
Rashawn Slater* (6-3, 314, Jr.) 
Trey Pugh (6-4, 239, Jr.) 

Kyric McGowan‘ (5-10, 198, Jr.) 
Bennett Skowronek* (6-4, 211, Sr.) 
Riley Lees (6-0, 206, Jr.) 


FENSE 
Joe Gaziano* (6-4, 275, Sr.) 
Alex Miller (6-3, 268, Sr.) 
Trevor Kent (6-6, 274, So.) 
Samdup Miller* (6-3, 258, Jr) 
Blake Gallagher’ (6-1, 227, Jr.) 
Paddy Fisher* (6-4, 241, Jr) 
Chris Bergin (5-11, 213, Jr) 
Trae Williams* (6-0, 209, Sr.) 
Roderick Campbell (6-0, 187, Sr.) 
JRPace* (6-1, 200, Jr) 
Travis Whillock* (6-1, 199, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K 
P 


$22053°55 


B@SSSEEE89989 


Charlie Kuhbander* (6-0, 188, Jr.) 
Cody Gronewold (6-1, 180 So.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith’s All-American 
Bay srarrs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES Fite. 


1 Genson Hooper-Price, \)" 5» 
2 Bryce Kirtz, \/") 3% 
3 Michael Jansey, |) 5» 


There are great athletes 
arriving on offense, including 
Genson Hooper-Price, a 
big, gifted receiver who 
can develop into a go-to 
guy. Bryce Kirtz is a quick, 
skilled route-runner, and 
Thomas Gordon is an ideal 
“superback” candidate. 
Offensive tackle Connor 
Foster has great upside. 
Defensive lineman Duke 
Olges and linebacker Michael 
Jansey are tough, productive 
in-state prospects. 
Cornerback Rod Heard and 
safety Corien Azema head up 
the defensive backs. 
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FITZGERALD: MICHAEL CONROY / AP. BOWSER: JULIO CORTEZ / AP 


FLECK: HOLLY HART / AP: JOHNSON: BRUCE KLUCKHOHN / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 35-29 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB Zack Annexstad’ (6-3, 215, So.) 
RB Mohamed Ibrahim’ (5-10, 205, So.) 
Jason Dickson (6-6, 315, Jr.) 
LO Curtis Dunlap Jr. (6-5, 370, Fr.) 
Conner Olson* (6-5, 300, Jr.) 

RG Blaise Andries* (6-5, 315, So.) 

RT Daniel Faalele* (6-9, 400, So.) 

TE  JakePaulson* (6-4, 260, So.) 
WR _ TylerJohnson* (6-2, 200, Sr.) 

WR  RashodBateman* (6-2, 200, So.) 
WR Chris Autman-Bell* (6-1, 200, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Winston DeLattiboudere* (6-3, 250, Sr.) 
DT Jamaal Teague (6-3, 305, So.) 

DY KeonteSchad (6-3, 275, Jr.) 

DE BoyeMafe (6-4, 250, So.) 

LB Kamal Martin* (6-3, 235, Sr.) 

LB Thomas Barber* (6-1, 235, Sr.) 

LB Carter Coughlin* (6-4, 245, Sr.) 
©B Coney Durr* (5-10, 190, Jr.) 

CB KelvinClemmons (6-1, 195, Jr.) 

FS Benny Sappill (6-1, 195, So.) 

$88 Antoine Winfield Jr. (5-10, 205, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& — Michael Lantz (5-11, 160, Fr.) 
P Jacob Herbers* (6-2, 215, Sr.) 


1 


° 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2<esPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 
1 Tyler Nubin, ©o S© 
2 Jacob Clark, 0° 5* 
3 Rashad Cheney Jr.,)) 5 © 


The defensive-line class, 
led by tackles Rashad Cheney 
Jr. and juco signee Keonte 
Schad, is the strength of this 
class. Defensive back Tyler 
Nubin is big, talented and 
may play early. Quarterback 
Jacob Clark is a big, poised 
signal-caller, and wideout 
Mike Brown-Stephens is 
dangerous. Running back 
Jason Williamson was one of 
the most productive players 
in the Midwest as a prep 
senior, and offensive tackle JJ 
Guedet has an NFL frame. 


INNESOTA 


GOLDEN GOPHERS 


WR Tyler Johnson 


In a Big Ten West Division that seems wide open in 
2019, Minnesota will hope to build on an ending to 2018 
that had not been seen in Minneapolis since ... ever. 

The Golden Gophers defeated Wisconsin-finally 
reversing the one-way traffic in a rivalry series that the 
Badgers had won 14 straight times before last season— 

and won the Quick Lane Bowl to conclude the season. It was 
the first time the program had ever won its regular-season finale 
and a bowl game in the same year. 

Coach PJ. Fleck has the Gophers consistently recruiting 
classes in the top 50, and there is local optimism that a roster 
loaded with young players can turn a corner in 2019. With the 
exception of Illinois, nobody in the Big Ten has relied more on 
young players than has Minnesota. 

Last season, 58 percent of roster had freshman eligibility, 
and every quarterback on the roster was a freshman. By college 
standards, Minnesota will experience very little turnover this 
season. 

Last year, Minnesota found two offensive skill players who 
were among the better performers at their positions in the Big 
Ten. Wide receiver Tyler Johnson had 1,169 receiving yards and 
caught 12 touchdown passes en route to being named second- 
team all-conference. Running back Mohamed Ibrahim finished 
third in the league in all-purpose yardage and should again be a 
major part of the Gophers’ offense. 

Quarterback, however, continues to be a giant question mark 
for Fleck’s team. Zack Annexstad and Tanner Morgan worked in 
a rotation last year that produced mixed results for both. True 
freshman Jacob Clark was the program’s No. 2-rated recruit and 
he could be a factor. 

Development will take center stage for the Gophers, who are 
counting on additional players to round out the depth chart. 
The Minnesota roster is certainly more talented and deeper 
than it was last season, with a defense that should be average at 
worst in 2019. 

Until the Gophers know for sure who will play quarterback 
and what they will receive from the position, though, any 
improvement on their 7-6 record seems like a stretch. If 
Minnesota develops a legitimate No. 1 QB, it can make noise in 
the West. If not, this year likely will resemble last season. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH: 


P.J. Fleck 
Third year (12-13) 


CAREER RECORD: 42-35 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kirk Ciarrocca (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Joseph Rossi (first year) 


STADIUM: TCF Bank Stadium 
CAPACITY: 50,805 
TICKETS: 612-624-8080 
SITE: Minneapolis 

WEBSITE: gophersports.com 
TWITTER: @GopherFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A29 South Dakota State 
S.7 @Fresno State 
S14 Georgia Southern 
$28 @Purdue 

OS Mlinois 

O12 Nebraska 

O19 @Rutgers 

0.26 Maryland 

NQ_ Penn State 

N16 @lowa 

N.23 @Northwestern 
N.30 Wisconsin 


2018 RESULTS: 7-6 


A430 New MexicoState 48-10 
S.8 Fresno State 21-14 
$15 Miami (Ohio) 26-3 
$.22 @Maryland 13-42 
O6  lowa 31-48 
013 @Ohio State 14-30 
0.20 @Nebraska 28-53 
0.26 Indiana 38-31 
N.3 @lllinois 31-55 
N10. Purdue 41-10 
N17 Northwestern 14-24 
N.24  @Wisconsin 37-15 
D.26 Georgia Tech* 34-10 


*Quick Lane Bowl 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD ¢ 


SOACH 


Kirk Ferentz 
21st year (152-101) 


CAREER RECORD: 164-122 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Ferentz (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Phil Parker (eighth year) 


STADIUM: Kinnick Stadium 
CAPACITY: 69,250 

TICKETS: 800-|A-HAWKS 
SITE: lowa City, lowa 
WEBSITE: hawkeyesports.com 
TWITTER: @HawkeyeFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 


Miami (Ohio) 
Rutgers 

@lowa State 
Middle Tennessee 
@Michigan 
Penn State 
Purdue 
@Northwestern 
@Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Illinois 
@Nebraska 


2018 RESULTS: 9-4 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
5.1 Northern Illinois 33-7 
S.8 lowa State 13-3 
$15 Northern lowa 38-14 
$.22 Wisconsin 17-28 
O6 @Minnesota 48-31 
O13 @Indiana 42-16 
0.20 Maryland 23-0 
0.27 @Penn State 24-30 
N.3 @Purdue 36-38 
N10 Northwestern 10-14 
NAV @lllinois 63-0 
N.23 Nebraska 31-28 
Ja Mississippi State* 27-22 
“Outback Bowl 


IOWA 


HAWKEYES 


QB Nate Stanley 


Coming off a nine-win season that included an Outback 
Bowl victory over Mississippi State, lowa enters a period 
of regeneration in 2019. The Hawkeyes quietly were one 
of the top teams in the Big Ten last year, though lowa 
fans can’t be blamed for believing that a good season 
could have been great. 

lowa, statistically, looked so much better than its 5-4 league 
record, The Hawkeyes led the Big Ten in turnovers created and 
fewest sacks allowed, had their answer at quarterback, the best 
combination of tight ends in the country and a top-10 defense. 
But a trio of close losses—by six to Penn State, two to Purdue 
and four to Northwestern—marred what might have been. 

Now, the Hawkeyes have to replace quite a bit of NFL-caliber 
talent. Tight ends Noah Fant and T.J. Hockenson are gone, as is 
safety Amani Hooker, the Big Ten’s top defensive back in 2018. 

End A.J. Epenesa will be the Hawkeyes’ best defensive 
player, though most of the line from last season has moved on, 
including Anthony Nelson, who ranked third in the Big Ten in 
sacks. 

Thankfully for lowa, quarterback Nate Stanley elected to 
return for his senior campaign, adding a much-needed measure 
of stability. Stanley completed 59.3 percent of his passes for 
2,852 yards and 26 touchdowns last year, giving lowa hope that 
a talented quarterback in his final season can take an additional 
leap in 2019. 

There is also reason to believe—behind an offensive line that 
should be solid (as usual) and running back Mekhi Sargent-that 
arunning game that was below average last season should 
improve this year. 

lowa’s case to contend in the Big Ten is hurt most by one 
thing: a tough schedule. The Hawkeyes have a brutal draw that 
is likely the most difficult road of any West Division team: road 
games at Michigan, Wisconsin, Nebraska and Northwestern 
and a home date against Penn State. The Hawkeyes also play a 
nonconference game at Iowa State. 

Gimme wins are few and far between on this schedule. 
However, this is still Kirk Ferentz’s lowa, which seems to feed 
on being counted out. If the Hawkeyes unexpectedly contend, it 
certainly wouldn’t be the first time. 


5-YEAR RECORD 44-22 
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CT: Conference Title + BG: Bow! Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Nate Stanley’ (6-4, 243, Sr.) 
RB MekhiSargent’* (5-9, 212. Jr.) 
FB Brady Ross (6-0, 246, Sr.) 

LY AlaricJackson* (6-6, 320, Jr.) 
LO LeviPaulsen (6-5, 305, Sr.) 


C  TylerLinderbaum (6-3, 285, Fr.) 


RO ColeBanwart* (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
RT Tristan Wirfs* (6-5, 320, Jr.) 
TE ShaunBeyer (6-5, 240, Jr.) 
WR  BrandonSmith* (6-2, 219, Jr.) 
wR 


Ihmir Smith-Marsette (6-1, 177, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE Chauncey Golston (6-5, 265, Jr.) 
DT  Cedrick Lattimore (6-3, 295, Sr.) 


DY Brady Reiff (6-3, 277, Sr.) 

DE A.J.Epenesa (6-6, 280, Jr.) 
LB Nick Niemann (6-4, 235, Jr.) 
LB Kristian Welch (6-3, 239, Sr.) 
LB Djimon Colbert* (6-1, 235, So.) 
CB Matt Hankins* (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


CB Michael Ojemudia* (6-1, 200, Sr.) 


FS GenoStone* (5-10, 210, Jr.) 
SS John Milani (6-0, 204, Sr) 


SPECIALISTS 
« Caleb Shudak (5-8, 180, Jr.) 
P —_Colten Rastetter* (6-1, 213, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


2a srorrs. 


RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES naar 


1 Jestin Jacobs, | 4* 
2 EzraMiller, 0) 4* 
3 TylerEndres, 4» 


Ohio State tried to flip 
linebacker Jestin Jacobs 


late, but he stuck with the 
Hawkeyes and brings great 


speed. In-state offensive 
linemen Ezra Miller, Tyler 
Endres and Noah Fenske 


are big, athletic prospects, 
Coach Kirk Ferentz and staff 


brought in a very strong 
group of tight ends with 


Logan Lee, Sam LaPorta and 


Josiah Miamen. 
Physical running 

back Shadrick Byrd and 

cornerback/return man 


Daraun McKinney may be the 


next great steals at lowa. 


FERENTZ: DOUG MCSCHOOLER / AP: STANLEY: STACY BENGS / AP 
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SMITH: ANDY MANIS / AP: CORBIN: HOLLY HART / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 20-41 
86 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 


QB M.J.Riversil (6-4, 215, So.) 

RB Reggie Corbin’ (5-10, 200, Sr.) 
LT — Vederian Lowe* (6-6, 315, Jr.) 
LO Kendrick Green* (6-4, 300, So.) 
c Doug Kramer* (6-2, 305, Jr.) 
RG JakeCemy (6-5, 305, Jr.) 

RT Alex Palczewski* (6-6, 300, Jr.) 
TE Daniel Barker (6-4, 245, So.) 
WR Ricky Smalling* (6-1, 205, Jr.) 
WR  Trenard Davis* (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
WR _ Dominic Stampley (5-10, 175, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Bobby Roundtree’ (6-5, 255, Jr.) 
DT Tymir Oliver* (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
DT Jamal Milan’ (6-3, 305, Sr.) 

DE  IsaiahGay (6-3, 225, Jr.) 

LB James Knight (5-10, 215, Jr.) 

LB Jake Hansen* (6-1, 230, Jr.) 

LB Dele Harding (6-1, 230, Sr.) 

CB  NateHobbs* (6-0, 185, Jr.) 

CB  Jartavius Martin* (6-0, 190, So.) 
FS Stanley Green* (5-11, 200, Sr.) 
SS Tony Adams* (6-0, 190, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K James McCourt (6-1, 220, Jr.) 
P Blake Hayes* (6-6, 230, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


2a sPoRTs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Marquez Beason, |) 4* 

2 Isaiah Williams, 0% 4* 

3 Shammond Cooper, |" 4" 


This was a small class with 
only 13 signees, but it is very 
strong at the top. Cornerback 
Marquez Beason, athletic 
quarterback Isaiah Williams 
and linebacker Shammond 
Cooper are legitimate 
headliners who are expected 
to be high-impact players. 

Defensive linemen Moses 
Okpala, Seth Coleman and 
Keith Randolph bring size, 
athleticism and were good 
recruiting wins. Running 
backs Nick Fedanzo and 
Kyron Cumby could be the 
steals of the class. 


LLIN GI 


FIGHTING ILLINI 


RB Reggie Corbin 


For better or worse, Illinois has doubled down on the 

Lovie Smith Era in Champaign. Illinois hired Smith to 

bring some measure of stability to a program that has not 

won more than seven games in a season since 2007, and 

change has been, shall we say, not immediate. 

The Illini have nine wins in three seasons under 

Smith, to whom the school gave a contract extension after last 
season’s 4-8 mark. With a new deal that runs through 2023, 
Illinois sent a signal that it still believes that its football program 
is in good hands. 

Smith, to be sure, took over a roster that was nowhere close 
to contention in the Big Ten. Illinois’ young players have taken 
a beating in the past three years, going 4-23 in the conference 
with a defense that ranked last (39.4 points allowed per game) 
in the league in 2018. 

While the Illini have won some recruiting battles, it’s high 
time to start winning some games. The good news for Illinois 
is that it should have its most complete roster in the past four 
years, including a few difference-making players at important 
positions. 

First, Illinois will be able to run the football, which eases 
pressure on just about every other area of the team. The Illini 
bring back four of five starting offensive linemen from last 
season, and Reggie Corbin has developed into a legitimate No. 

1 tailback. Corbin rushed for 1,085 yards last season and led the 
Big Ten with 8.5 yards per carry for a rushing attack that ranked 
12th nationally. 

The defense, led by reliable tackle Tymir Oliver, should be 
much improved. Eight of 11 starters will return from last season, 
and some much-needed depth should help Smith improve a 
rushing defense that allowed 245.3 yards per game. 

The downside is Illinois has a very inexperienced 
quarterback depth chart, which likely will be led by true 
sophomore MJ. Rivers II. The former three-star recruit made 
three starts last season, though this team will undoubtedly need 
a big leap from Rivers to change its fortunes in 2019. 

The reality, however, is that Ilinois still has a bottom-three 
roster in the Big Ten. Barring a few upsets, becoming bowl- 
eligible will be an uphill climb for Smith and the Illini. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH: 
Lovie Smith 
Fourth year (9-27) 


CAREER RECORD: 9-27 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rod Smith (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Lovie Smith (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium 
CAPACITY: 60,670 
TICKETS: 866-ILLINI-1 

SITE: Champaign, Ill. 
WEBSITE: fightingillini.com 
TWITTER: @llliniFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A3l Akron 

S7  @Connecticut 
S14 Eastern Michigan 
$.21 Nebraska 

O5 @Minnesota 

O12. Michigan 

O19 Wisconsin 

0.26 @Purdue 

N.2 Rutgers 

N9  @Michigan State 
N23. @lowa 

N.30 Northwestern 


2018 RESULTS: 4-8 


S1_ Kent State 31-24 
S.8 Western Illinois 34-14 
S15 South Florida* 19-25 
S.21 Penn State 24-63 
O6 @Rutgers 38-17 
O13 Purdue 7-46 
0.20 @Wisconsin 20-49 
0.27 @Maryland 33-63 
N.3 Minnesota 55-31 
N10 @Nebraska 35-54 
N17 lowa 0-63 
N.24 @Northwestern 16-24 
*Chicago, IL 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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BIG 12 
CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


Oklahoma 


BOWL PROJECTION: Peach Bow! 
(CFP Semifinal) 


Texas 
BOWL PROJECTION: Sugar Bow! 


lowa State 
BOWL PROJECTION: Alamo Bow! 


TCU 


BOWL PROJECTION: Camping World Bow! 


Baylor 


BOWL PROJECTION: Texas Bowl 


Oklahoma State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Liberty Bow! 


Texas Tech 
BOWL PROJECTION: Cheez-It Bow! 


West Virginia 


BOWL PROJECTION: First Responder Bow! 


Kansas State 


Kansas 


Mm eo0o0eo0og0g0co0c0 © 


Pooka Williams Jr. |= 
RB, Kansas om 


Oklahoma QB Jalen Hurts 


“BUG 12 RELOADING WITH STAR 
QBS FOR FUTURE HEISMANS 


BY BLAIR KERKHOFF 
Kansas City Star 


tarting over with an inexperienced 
quarterback makes a task that 
much more difficult. That’s a 
universal college football truth, 
but it’s more so in the Big 12 than 
any other conference. So, teams 
that lose their quarterbacks aren’t 
starting over as much as they are sliding 
over. Three programs that lost their starters 
from last year, including champ Oklahoma, 
hit the free agent, er, transfer market. 

The Sooners made the biggest splash 
when they added Alabama’s Jalen Hurts 
to the roster. The former SEC Offensive 
Player of the Year, Hurts lost his job to Tua 
Tagovailoa last season and looked for a new 
home. He found it in the team the Crimson 
Tide beat in the Orange Bowl on the way to 
the CFP title game. 

That move pushed Austin Kendall, who 
had backed up Heisman Trophy winner 
Kyler Murray, to the transfer portal and he 
hooked on with West Virginia. In another 
intra-conference move, Alex Delton left 
Kansas State and transferred to TCU. 
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STORIES TO WATCH 


Another starting candidate who began his 
career elsewhere is Oklahoma State’s Dru 
Brown (ex-Hawaii). 

The quarterback bar is that high in the Big 
12, which has produced the last two Heisman 
winners in Murray and Baker Mayfield and 
five of the last 16. The group of returning 
quarterbacks is solid, however, starting with 
Texas’ Sam Ehlinger, who led the Longhorns 
into the Big 12 title game and a Sugar Bowl 
victory last season. 

Quarterback play in the conference 
should once again be exceptional. This is the 
conference that delivered the most recent 
NFL MVP in the Chiefs’ Patrick Mahomes, 
whose coach at Texas Tech, Kliff Kingsbury, 
was fired after last season but has a passing- 
game acumen so coveted that he’s now the 
Arizona Cardinals’ head coach. 

The Red Raiders hired Utah State’s Matt 
Wells as a replacement and, judging by the 
rousing ovation for Wells by Tech fans at the 
Red Raiders’ surprising run to basketball’s 
Final Four, it’s a popular hire. 

Three other programs feel good about 
their new coaches: West Virginia’s Neal 
Brown, who won all three of his bowl games 
at Troy; Kansas State’s Chris Klieman, who 
won four FCS titles in five years at North 
Dakota State; and Kansas’ Les Miles, who 
won a national championship at LSU. 


Win ( O Speed thrills. The next wave of great 
de 


wide receivers continues with the 
likes of Oklahoma State's Tylan Wallace, 
CeeDee Lamb of Oklahoma, Texas’ Collin 
Johnson and TCU’s Jalen Reagor. 
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RATING THE BIG 12 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Tylan Wallace, Oklahoma State 
Fast enough to lead nation with 17.3 yards per 


2019 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Gabe Brooks, 247Sports 


2apsronr= COMPOSITE reception among those with 80 catches last year. 
2 tee ee te EE wee » BEST HANDS 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR T.J. Vasher, WR, Texas Tech 
SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS 4)" Vasher made some crazy-good, highlight-reel 
@ Texas 25 2 15 8 287.42 grabs last season. 
© OKLAHOMA 24 3 13 8 279.28 » BEST PASSING QB 
© tcu 26 ie} 3 23 210.62 Brock Purdy, |owa State 
© BAYLOR 25 (0) 2 22 203.39 Sixth-most efficient passer in the NCAA last 
© OKLAHOMA STATE 21 0) 3 18 202.09 pe 
© 1OWASTATE 22 0) 2 20 191.31 » BEST RUNNING QB 
@ WEST VIRGINIA 20 te) 2 18 190.37 Sam Ehlinger, |exas 
© TEXAS TECH 19 fo) fe) 18 1716.26 Bulled Longhorns to a Sugar Bow! triumph with two 
© KANSAS STATE 21 0 0 20 ~—«'176.01 see ene NO re: 
© KANSAS 18 fe) 1 16 170.34 » MOST ELUSIVE RB 


Pooka Williams Jr., Kansas 

The 5-10, 170-pound scatback from New Orleans 
averaged 7.0 yards per carry on 1,125 rushing yards 
last season as a freshman with a long gain of 72 
yards and seven toufchdowns. 


» BEST ATHLETE 


ALL-BIG 12 


OFFENSE 


QB SamEhlinger Jr., Texas 

RB Kennedy Brooks So., Oklahoma 
RB Pooka Williams Jr. So., Kansas 
OL Jack Anderson Jr., Texas Tech 
OL LucasNiang Sr., TCU 

OL Hakeem Adeniji Sr., Kansas 

OL JoshSills Jr, West Virginia 

OL ZachShackelford Sr., Texas 

TE GrantCalcaterra Jr., Oklahoma 
WR CeeDeeLamb Jr, Oklahoma 
WR Tylan Wallace Jr., Oklahoma State 


DEFENSE 

DL JamesLynch Jr., Baylor 
DL RayLima Sr., lowa State 
DL Reggie Walker Sr., Kansas State 
DL JaQuan Bailey Sr., lowa State 
LB MarcelSpears Jr. Sr, |owa State 
LB Kenneth Murray Jr., Oklahoma 
LB ClayJohnston Sr., Baylor 

DB Kenny Robinson Jr. Jr., West Virginia 
DB AdrianFrye So., Texas Tech 

DB Greg Eisworth Jr, lowa State 
DB CadenSterns So., Texas 


SPECIALISTS 
K —_EvanStaley Jr., West Virginia 
P Kyle Thompson Jr., Kansas 


» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


The Big 12, especially Oklahoma, 

knows how to produce Heisman 
winners, and the 
Sooners could 
have another top 
candidate in Alabama 
transfer Jalen Hurts. 
But the player with 

the most momentum entering 

the season is Texas quarterback 

Sam Ehlinger after leading the 


Longhorns to a Sugar Bowl victory 


Kalon “Boogie” Barnes, C5, Baylor 
A world-class track star who has run a 10,04 time in 
the 100 meters. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 


CeeDee Lamb, WR, Oklahoma 

Coming off a big Orange Bowl performance, Lamb 
has momentum in a Big 12 stocked with great 
wideouts. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 


Jadon Haselwood, \/, Oklahoma 
Five-star prospect could be the next big thing in 
Norman. 


» TOP TRANSFER 


Jalen Hurts, O8, Oklahoma 
This incredible run of signal-callers continues for 
Oklahoma. 


» HARDEST HITTER 


Kemah Siverand, C8, Oklahoma State 
His big hit early in the game set the tone for OSU's 
Liberty Bowl victory. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 


Mike Gundy, head coach, Oklahoma State 
More like the best “sound bite.” Did you hear his 


comment about Twitter? 


» MOST INNOVATIVE COACH 


Lincoln Riley, Okiahoma 
Took over for Bob Stoops and Sooners haven't 
missed a beat, or a CFP, 


over Georgia. » COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Alex Grinch, DC, Oklahoma 


A serviceable defense each of last two years might 


WILLIAMS: ALONZO ADAMS / AP: HURTS: SUE OGROCKI/ AP: EHLINGER: ERIC GAY / AP 


ON THE RISE 
J IOWA STATE 


» All you need to know about the 
improving Cyclones is that coach Matt 
Campbell gets approached for other 
jobs—including six in the NFL—as much 
as anyone in college football over the past 
two seasons. 


(2) Red River renewal. In the early 
2000s, OU-Texas often served as 


a BCS semifinal. The rivalry lost its 
national significance for a decade or so 
but it’s moving in the right direction as a 
must-see game. 


ON THE WANE 

KANSAS STATE 
Ee » Things are probably going to get 
worse before they get better with the Bill 
Snyder Era ending. Last year’s bowl miss 
was the first since 2009. New coach Chris 
Klieman inherits a veteran QB in Sylar 
Thompson, but there’s lots of work to do. 


Defense wins? Improving the Dis 

an annual theme, but you better 
know how to score in this league. Two 
of the three teams that didn’t go 
bowling—Kansas and K-State—finished 
eighth and 10th in scoring offense. 


have made the Sooners national champs. Can the 
new guy make a difference? 


» HOTTEST SEAT 


Mike Gundy, Ok/ahoma State 
Probably not on the hot seat but Cowboys fans will 
feel better if 7-6 was a blip. 


» BEST FACILITIES 


Oklahoma 


The Sooners’ new South end-zone facilities are top 


of the line. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 


Adam Holtorf, OL, Kansas State 
ACOSIDA first-team Academic All-America 
selection last year. 


» BEST TWITTER 


West Virginia football @\V VUfootbal! 
The Mountaineers’ PR folks do an excellent job with 
photos and updates. 
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BIG 12 


FAST-FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Lincoln Riley 
Third year (24-4) 
CAREER RECORD: 24-4 


® SOONERS 


— 


— 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Cale Gundy (third year) 
Bill Bedenbaugh (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Alex Grinch (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Gaylord Family- 
Oklahoma Memorial Stadium 
CAPACITY: 86,112 

TICKETS: 800-456-GoOU 
SITE: Norman, Okla. 
WEBSITE: soonersports.com 


QB Jalen Hurts and Oklahoma mascot Boomer 
TWITTER: @OU_Football 


2019 SCHEDULE Could it be a Heisman Trophy three- 
peat? 
afl cages | First-year starting quarterback 
S14 @UCLA Kyler Murray succeeded Baker 
8.28 Texas Tech | Mayfield in winning college football’s 
oa. exaiees most prestigious award, and now the 
O19 West Virginia Sooners’ roster includes another top 
0.26 @Kansas State candidate. 
Na Py Jalen Hurts, who went 26-2 as a 
N23 TCU = starter at Alabama, is immediately 
N.30_@Oklahoma State eligible after joining Oklahoma as a graduate 
é, “Dallas, TX transfer. He’s a former SEC Offensive 
Player of the Year who lost his job to Tua 
2018 RESULTS: 12-2 Tagovailoa last season. 
“T’ve decided to take my talents 
S.1__ Florida Atlantic 63-14 to the University of Oklahoma,” 
$8 UCLA 49-21 H id his decisi 
S15 @lowa State 37-27 urts said upon his decision. 
$.22 Army WestPoint(OT) 28-21 “I’m fortunate to have this 
$.29 Baylor 66-33 fe} rtunity.” 
O6 Texas* 45-48 r Ss d 2 is. H ld 
020 @TCU 52-97 ndeed he is. Hurts cou 
0.27 Kansas State 51-14 have landed at a number of rept asm 
N3_ @Texas Tech 51-46 h “ sos 2019 NATIONAL 
N10 Oklahoma State 48-47 ac ree He eared eee 
N17 Kansas 55-40 and Miami, and o ers ike Ohio 
N.23 @West Virginia 59-56 State, Tennessee, Florida State and 
D1 Texas** 33-27 Auburn showed interest. 
0.29 Alabama*** 34-45 - 
ieee But the Oklahoma opportunity was too 
**Big 12 Championship Game good to pass up. The school knows what it’s 
***Orange Bowl doing when it comes to quarterbacks. 


Four of the top 10 passing-yard seasons 
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OKLAROMA 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
WR CeeDee Lamb 


Lamb is a speedy wide receiver who has 
averaged 17.7 yards per reception in his career 
and has doubled as the Sooners’ punt-return 
specialist. He finished eighth nationally with 12.8 
yards per return last season. Lamb knows how 
to adjust. He'll have caught passes from three 
different quarterbacks in three seasons. 


I : | 


have been recorded in the last 
decade, with three by Mayfield. 
Murray, who took over for 
Mayfield last year, led the nation’s 
top offense in scoring (48.4 
points) and total yards (570.3) 
hi into the College Football Playoff 
ae for the second straight year. 
In three seasons at Alabama, 
Hurts completed 62.9 percent 
of his passes for 5,626 yards and 
48 touchdowns. He also rushed for 1,976 
yards and 23 touchdowns. His highlight 
moment last season came in the SEC 
Championship Game, when he replaced the 
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MURRAY: SUE OGROCK! 


injured Tagovailoa in the fourth quarter. Hurts passed for a 
touchdown and rushed for another one in leading a comeback 
victory over Georgia. 

Sooners coach Lincoln Riley said he was impressed with 
how quickly Hurts became acclimated in the program. 

“He’s really jelled quickly with his teammates here,” Riley 
said about a month after the transfer. “He’s working hard 
and putting in the time, learning the offense, learning his 
teammates and getting used to school here.” 

Hurts will have premier targets to work with. Wide 
receiver CeeDee Lamb had 65 receptions for 1,158 yards and 
11 touchdowns, including a 109-yard game against Alabama in 
the Orange Bowl, last season. 

Also, tight end Grant Calcaterra returns after a 
26-reception, six-touchdown season. 

It’s not only top-level quarterbacks that seem to roll off the 
assembly line at Oklahoma. It’s also running backs. The latest 
is Kennedy Brooks, who as a freshman rushed for 1,056 yards 
and averaged 8.9 yards per carry to rank third nationally. But 
Brooks didn’t start a game. Trey Sermon was the starter and 
he led the Sooners with 13 rushing touchdowns to go along 
with 947 yards. He also returns. 

A special offense was required to overcome one of the 
nation’s leakiest defenses. The Sooners won the Big 12 
despite finishing last in scoring (33.3 points per game) and 
total defense (453.8 yards per game). Riley fired coordinator 
Mike Stoops after the Texas loss, but a new message didn’t 
resonate. At one point in the second half of the season, 
Oklahoma surrendered at least 40 points in four straight 
games but won them all. 

Enter new defensive coordinator Alex Grinch, hired from 
Ohio State. Grinch was the Buckeyes’ co-coordinator last 
season after spending 2015-17 at Washington State. 

A couple of statistics that must improve for the Sooners: 
They ranked 102nd nationally in yards per play allowed (6.13) 
and 113th in points allowed per drive (2.89). 

Plus, the turnovers. Oklahoma recorded a mere I 
takeaways, next to last in the Big 12. In 2017, Grinch’s 
Washington State’s defense ranked ninth nationally with 28 
takeaways. The year before Grinch arrived at Wazzu, the 
Cougars forced eight turnovers. 

Upon his introduction, Grinch understood the need to 
improve immediately. This is a program that could have been 
playing in the national championship game the previous two 
years with a better defense. 

“We have to understand that we have to raise the bar very, 
very quickly,” Grinch said. “And it’s one thing to raise it. We 
have to reach it.” 


2eysrorrs, RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES AR RAINE 
1 Jadon Haselwood, \/" 5» 
2 Spencer Rattler, 95 5» 
3 Theo Wease, " S» 


The high-powered 
Oklahoma offense will 
get plenty of help from 
the 2019 recruiting class, 
which finished sixth 
nationally and second in the Big 12 in the industry-generated 
247Sports Composite rankings. Arizona QB Spencer Rattler 
joins Georgia wideout Jadon Haselwood and Texas receiver 
Theo Wease as the Sooners’ trio of five-star signees. In 
addition to those three names, Oklahoma signed two high 
four-star pass-catchers from the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex 
in receiver Trejan Bridges and tight end Austin Stogner. The 
Sooners had their usual strong finish in the Lone Star State 
as they signed 10 prospects from Texas in the 2019 class. 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


| PASSING 

Tanner Mordecai 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
2° W207 24-0 500 37 0 185 


S/RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
KennedyBrooks 12 119 1056) 89 12 88.0 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TO Avy/G 


CeeDeeLamb 14 65 1158 178 11 827 
~ TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Kenneth Murray 4 71 84) (185 
~ SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Ronnie Perkins 4 50 25 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Parnell Motley oO as ae 


2018 TEAM STATS 
BS ae oe 


SCORING 677 466 
Points Per Game 48.4 33.3 

FIRST DOWNS 369 342 
Rushing 160 134 
Passing 188 181 
Penalty 21 27 


RUSHING YARDAGE 3464 2237 
Yards gained rushing 3697 2528 


Yards lost rushing 233 291 
Rushing Attempts 527 548 
Average Per Rush 6.6 4) 
Average Per Game 247.4 159.8 
TDs Rushing 42 33 
PASSING YARDAGE 4520 4116 
Comp-Attint 274-4017 315-488-6 
Average Per Pass 1.3 8.4 
Average Per Catch 16.5 13.1 
Average Per Game 322.9 294.0 
TDs Passing 43 28 
TOTAL OFFENSE 7984 6353 
Total Plays 928 1036 
Average Per Play 8.6 61 


Average Per Game 570.3 453.8 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 37-84] —-18-453 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 19-276 6-21 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS 6-60 777 


KICK RETURN AVG, 22.7 25.2 
PUNT RETURNAVG, 14.5 3.5 
INTRETURN AVG. 10.0 11.0 
FUMBLES-LOST 9-6 9-5 
PENALTIES-YARDS 86-855 88-815 
Average Per Game 611 58.2 
PUNTS-YARDS 31-1267 61-2424 
Average Per Punt 40.9 39,7 


Net punt average 38.9 33.9 
TIMEOFPOSS,/GAME 28:58 31:02 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 7/140. 96/207 


3rd-Down Pct 51% 46% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 1/16 20/30 
4th-Down Pet 69% 67% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 29-183 19-116 

MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 89 62 
FG-ATTEMPTS 17-19 12-14 
ATTENDANCE 607146 224701 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/86735 _ 4/56175 
Neutral Site Games 3/80539 


SCOREBYQTRS Ist 2nd 3rd 4th OT Total 
OKLAHOMA 163 200 145 162 7 677 
Opponent 14 123 114 115 O 466 


5- YEAR RECORD 54-13 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB  JalenHurts (6-2, 219, Sr.) 
Tanner Mordecai (6-2, 206, Fr.) 
B TreySermon* (6-0, 224, Jr.) 
Kennedy Brooks (5-11, 205, So.) 
7°  ErikSwenson (6-5, 315, Jr.) 
Finley Felix (6-5, 311, Jr.) 
L@ Marquis Hayes (6-5, 351, So.) 
Darrell Simpson (6-7, 330, Fr.) 
Creed Humphrey* (6-5, 325, So.) 
Clayton Woods (6-2, 287, Sr.) 
RO Tyrese Robinson (6-3, 332, So.) 
Brey Walker (6-6, 338, Fr.) 
RT Adrian Ealy (6-6, 328, So.) 
David Swaby (6-9, 320, So.) 
TE GrantCalcaterra (6-4, 221, Jr.) 
Lee Morris (6-2, 212, Sr.) 
WR CeeDeeLamb* (6-2, 189, Jr.) 
Theo Wease (6-3, 201, Fr.) 
WR Nick Basquine (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
Mykel Jones (5-11, 188, Jr.) 
WR Charleston Rambo (6-1, 175, So.) 
Jadon Haselwood (6-2, 206, Fr.) 


re 
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DEFENSE 

DE Ronnie Perkins* (6-3, 253, So.) 
Isaiah Thomas (6-5, 256, So.) 

NT Neville Gallimore* (6-2, 330, Sr.) 
Marquise Overton (6-1, 303, Sr.) 

DT Kenneth Mann* (6-3, 264, Sr.) 
LaRon Stokes (6-4, 256, Jr.) 

LB Mark Jackson Jr.* (6-1, 240, Sr.) 
Jon-Michael Terry (6-3, 241, Jr.) 

MLB Kenneth Murray’ (6-2, 238, Jr.) 
Bryan Mead (6-2, 230, Jr.) 

LB DaShaunWhite (6-0, 221, So.) 
Ryan Jones (6-2, 233, So.) 

CB TreBrown* (5-10, 182, Jr.) 
Miguel Edwards (5-11, 181, Fr.) 

CB Parnell Motley* (6-0, 177, Sr.) 
Tre Norwood* (6-0, 187, Jr.) 

NB Brendan Radley-Hiles* (5-9, 186, So.) 
Tre Norwood’ (6-0, 187, Jr.) 

FS Patrick Fields (5-11, 193, So.) 
Robert Barnes* (6-2, 207, Jr.) 
Delarrin Turner-Yell (5-10, 175, So.) 
Chanse Sylvie (6-0, 198, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
« = Gabe Brkic (6-2, 189, Fr.) 
P Reeves Mundschau (5-11, 179, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
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FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH: 

Tom Herman 

Third year (17-10) 
CAREER RECORD: 39-14 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Tim Beck (third year) 
Herb Hand (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Todd Orlando (third year) 
Craig Naivar (first year) 


TEAMINEO ~~ 


STADIUM: Darrell K. Royal-Texas 
Memorial Stadium 
CAPACITY: 100,119 
TICKETS: 800-982-BEVO 
SITE: Austin, Texas 

" WEBSITE: texassports.com 
TWITTER: @TexasFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31_ Louisiana Tech 
S87. LSU 

S14. @Rice* 

S.21_ Oklahoma State 
O5 @West Virginia 
012 Oklahoma** 
O19 Kansas 

0.26 @TCU 

N9_ Kansas State 
N16 @lowa State 
N.23 @Baylor 

N.29. Texas Tech 


*NRG Stadium, Houston, TX 
**Dallas, TX 


, 2018 RESULTS: 10-4 


S11 @Maryland* 29-34 
$8 Tulsa 28-21 
$15 Usc 37-14 
$.22 TCU 31-16 
S.29  @Kansas State 19-14 
O06 Oklahoma** 48-45 
013 Baylor 23-17 
0.27, @Oklahoma State 35-38 
N.3_ West Virginia 41-42 
N10 Texas Tech 41-34 
N.17__ lowa State 24-10 
N.23 @Kansas 24-17 
Di Oklahoma*** 27-39 
Ji Georgia**** 28-21 
*Landover, MD 

**Dallas, TX 


***Big 12 Championship Game 
****Sugar Bowl 


QB Sam Ehlinger 


For a decade, “Is Texas back?” 
became a recurring question 

as the college football season 
approached. Hopes were often 
dashed with an early-season 
defeat, and that seemed to be the 
case in 2018 when the Longhorns 
opened the season with a loss at 
Maryland. 

But coach Tom Herman’s 
second team quickly regrouped. In the next 
five games, Texas defeated three ranked 
teams, including Oklahoma in the 
Red River Showdown, and the 
program played its way into the 
Big 12 Championship Game. 

The Longhorns fell to the 
Sooners in the rematch, but they 
ended the year on a high note, 
defeating Georgia in the Sugar 
Bowl. 

Perhaps the question won’t need 
to be asked this season. After a 10-4 
record, the program’s best since Mack Brown 
went 13-1 and fell in the national title game 
to Alabama in 2009, Texas can declare it has 
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2019 NATIONAL 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
WR Collin Johnson 


Johnson has the size (6-6, 220 pounds), 
skillset and bloodlines to be impactful at the 
next level. His father, Johnnie Johnson, is a 
Longhorn Hall-of-Famer who spent 10 seasons 
in the NFL. His uncle, Bobby, also spent three 
years in the NFL. 


returned to the national stage. 
“The good thing is there is 
still a lot for this program to 
achieve, mainly winning our 
conference title,” Herman said 
after the Georgia triumph. 
“But this certainly leads me to 
believe we’re headed in the right 
direction.” 
One reason for Texas idling 
over the past decade was mediocre 


RANE 


quarterback play. That wasn’t the case last 
season, and Sam Ehlinger returns to operate 
the run-pass option attack. 


HERMAN: COLINE BRALEY / AP: EHLINGER: ERIC GAY / AP 
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Ehlinger wasn’t a prolific passer by Big 12 standards last 
season, but he averaged 269.5 total yards per game and was 
the top goal-line option. Ehlinger led the conference with 16 
rushing touchdowns, the most ever by a Texas quarterback. 
He had three rushing touchdowns in the Sugar Bowl. 

But other new weapons must emerge on offense. Wide 
receiver Lil’Jordan Humphrey declared for the NFL Draft, 
but Collin Johnson said he would return for his senior year. 
The 6-6 Johnson had 68 receptions for 985 yards last season, 
including a Big 12 championship game record 177 yards against 
Oklahoma. 

Texas loses three starters on the offensive line but returning 
is center Zach Shackelford, who will become a four-year starter. 

The running game needs a boost after averaging 3.8 yards 
per rush in 2018. Keaontay Ingram should be the front-runner 
in the backfield. He rushed for 708 yards as a freshman last 
season after battling some injuries. 

The Texas defense was solid by Big 12 standards most of 
last season, but never better than in the Sugar Bowl. The 
Longhorns have lost a handful of standouts but expect the 
unit to be among the Big 12’s best. 

Safety Caden Sterns, the Big 12 Defensive Freshman of the 
Year in 2018, is a rising star. His four interceptions matched 
the program record for a true freshman. He became the 
program’s first defensive back since 2008 to start every game 
as a true freshman. 

Another freshman safety, B.J. Foster, rolled up nice 
numbers, and when Brandon Jones said he would return for 
his senior season after an honorable mention all-conference 
year, Texas again was assured of having one of the nation’s 
most talented position groups. 

Texas will rebuild much of its defensive line but end 
Malcolm Roach is back for his senior season after testing the 
NFL waters. 

Big things are expected from linebacker Joseph Ossai, who 
made two starts, including the Sugar Bowl, where he led the 
team with eight tackles. 

A couple of junior-college transfers could play immediately 
on defense. Linebacker Caleb Johnson from Fullerton (Calif.) 
CC and end Jacoby Jones from Butler (Kan.) CC step into 
positions of need. 

Hype usually precedes Texas into a football season. For the 
first time in several years, the Longhorns may have the roster 
to back it up. We'll know more after the second week. That’s 
when LSU visits Austin. 


Baesrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES onthe 
1 BruMcCoy, | 5» 

2 Jordan Whittington, «+ 5» 
3 Jake Smith, ) 4 


The Longhorns 
notched the highest- 
ranked class in the Big 
12, according to the 
247Sports Composite 
rankings. That distinction came in part because of California 
five-star athlete Bru McCoy's decision to transfer to 
Texas after initially enrolling at USC. Texas did a great job 
recruiting from a national perspective, signing half of its 
24 signees from outside the Lone Star State. That gives the 
Longhorns 20 out-of-state signees in the combined 2017 
and 2018 classes, which each finished third nationally in 
the 247Sports Composite team recruiting rankings. It will 
be interesting to see if coach Tom Herman and his staff 
continue this more national approach in recruiting moving 
forward. 


WR Collin Johnson 


RETURNING 

STAT LEADERS 

PASSING 

SamEhlinger 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
14 146.8 275-425-5 64.7 3292 25 235.1 


‘SRUSHING — GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Keaontaylngram 13 142 708 50 3 545 


“SRECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


CollinJohnson 13 68 985 145 7 758 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Brandon Jones 0 48 22) «60 
“SACKS GP No. Yards 
B.J. Foster 13} 25 22 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Caden Sterns 4 33 82 O 


2018 TEAM STATS 
|STATISTIC | TEX] OPP 


SCORING 435 362 
Points Per Game 311 25.9 
FIRSTDOWNS 325 289 
Rushing 129 104 
Passing 170 158 
Penalty 26 27 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2143 1839 
Yards gained rushing 2472 2212 


Yards lost rushing 329 373 
Rushing Attempts 569 486 
Average Per Rush 3.8 3.8 
Average Per Game 153.1 131.4 
TDs Rushing 24 18 


PASSING YARDAGE 3615 3660 


Comp-Att-Int 310-476-6 300-496-12 
Average Per Pass 76 74 
Average Per Catch N7 12.2 
Average Per Game 258.2 261.4 
TDs Passing 28 26 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5758 5499 
Total Plays 1045 982 
Average Per Play 5.5 5.6 


Average Per Game 411.3 392.8 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 21-427 ~—. 27-601 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 15-183 17-148 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 12-149 6-17 


KICK RETURN AVG. 20.3 22.3 
PUNTRETURN AVG. 12.2 87 
INTRETURNAVG. 12.4 2.8 
FUMBLES-LOST 16-5 23-8 
PENALTIES-YARDS 103-894 90-883 


Average Per Game 63.9 63.1 


PUNTS-YARDS 65-2554 62-2557 
Average Per Punt 39.3 41.2 
Net punt average 36.7 37.6 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 32:19 27:41 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 96/207 93/210 


3rd-Down Pct. 46% 44% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 12/15 12/22 

4th-Down Pet. 80% 55% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 32-207. 27-215 
MISC. YARDS 68 0 
TDSSCORED 54 44 
FG-ATTEMPTS 18-25 17-25 
ATTENDANCE 586277 230020 


Games/AvgPerGame 6/97713 5/46004 
Neutral Site Games 3/82288 


TEXAS 103 49 117 66 0 435 
Opponent 88 88 38 148 0 362 


5- YEAR RECORD 33-31 
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CT: Conference Title + BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
QB SamEhlinger* (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
Casey Thompson (6-1, 190, Fr.) 
'B Keaontay Ingram (6-0, 215, So.) 
Jordan Whittington (6-1, 215, Fr.) 
+ Samuel Cosmi* (6-6, 295, So.) 
Reese Moore (6-6, 300, Fr.) 
8 Junior Angilau (6-6, 300, Fr.) 
Tope lmade (6-5, 340, Jr.) 
C = ZachShackelford’ (6-4, 305, Sr.) 
Rafiti Ghirmai (6-5, 300, Fr.) 
RG Derek Kerstetter (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
J.P. Urquidez (6-6, 300, Jr.) 
RT Denzel Okafor (6-4, 315, Jr.) 
Christian Jones (6-5, 305, Fr.) 
TE Cade Brewer (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
Reese Leitao (6-3, 245, So.) 
WR CollinJohnson* (6-6, 220, Sr.) 
Malcolm Epps (6-6, 245, Fr.) 
WR Joshua Moore (6-1, 170, So.) 
Jordan Pouncey (6-1, 205 So.) 
WR Devin Duvernay* (5-11, 210, Sr.) 
Brennan Eagles (6-4, 225, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Malcolm Roach (6-3, 290, Sr.) 
Marqez Bimage (6-2, 270, Jr.) 

NT Gerald Wilbon (6-3, 335, Sr.) 
Keondre Coburn (6-2, 340, Fr.) 

DE Ta’QuonGraham (6-3, 295, Jr.) 
Jamari Chisholm (6-4, 305, Sr.) 

OLB Joseph Ossai(6-4, 245, So.) 
Byron Vaughns (6-4, 240, Fr.) 

MLB Ayodele Adeoye (6-1, 250, Fr.) 
Marcus Tillman Jr. (6-1, 235, Fr.) 

ROV Jeffrey McCulloch* (6-3, 245, Sr.) 
Caleb Johnson (6-0, 235, Jr.) 

NB JoshThompson (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
B.J.Foster* (6-2, 210, So.) 

CB Anthony Cook (6-1, 190, So.) 
Jalen Green (6-1, 190, So.) 

CB D’Shawn Jamison (5-10, 185, So.) 
Kobe Boyce (6-1, 175, So.) 

S CadenSterns* (6-1, 210, So.) 
Chris Brown (5-11, 195, Jr.) 

s Brandon Jones* (6-0, 210, Sr.) 
Montrell Estell (6-1, 205, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Cameron Dicker* (6-1, 210, So.) 
P Ryan Bujcevski* (6-0, 185, So.) 
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FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

Matt Campbell 
Fourth year (19-19) 


CAREER RECORD: 54-34 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tom Manning (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jon Heacock (fourth year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Jack Trice Stadium 
CAPACITY: 61,500 
TICKETS: 888-478-2925 
SITE: Ames, lowa 

WEBSITE: cyclones.com 
TWITTER: @CycloneFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


DATE) OPPONENT 


A.3) Northern lowa 
5.14 lowa 

5.21 Louisiana-Monroe 
S.28 @bBaylor 

0.5 TCU 

O12 @West Virginia 
O19 @Texas Tech 
0.26 Oklahoma State 
NS @Oklahoma 
N16 Texas 

N.23 Kansas 

N.30 @Kansas State 


2018 RESULTS: 8-5 


5.8  @lowa 3-13 
S15 Oklahoma 27-37 
$22 Akron 26-13 
5.29 @TCU 14-17 
O6 @OklahomaState 48-42 
O13 West Virginia 30-14 
0.27 Texas Tech 40-31 
N.3  @Kansas 27-3 
N10 Baylor 28-14 
N17 @Texas 10-24 
N.24 Kansas State 42-38 
D1 Drake 27-24 


D.28 Washington State* 26-28 
“Alamo Bowl 


IOWA STATE 


“> CVCLONES 


QB Brock Purdy 


It was one thing for Iowa State to 
finish third in the Big 12 last year 
and be part of the conference 
race well into November. 

It’s another to enter a 
season with this kind of lofty 
expectation. But that’s where 
Iowa State finds itself as coach 
Matt Campbell begins his fourth 
season in Ames. 

The 2018 finish was the culmination of 
hard work and belief. The Cyclones won 
five straight Big 12 games for the 
first time and defeated a team 
ranked in the Top 10 (West 
Virginia) for the third time in 
two seasons. This occurred after 
starting 1-3 and losing the starting 
quarterback to a season-ending 
injury. 

But freshman Brock Purdy 
stepped in under center and did 
a magnificent job to help turn the 
season. 

So, defying expectation and turning 
in its best Big 12 record (6-3) is a terrific 
accomplishment. Now, the Cyclones find 
themselves in new territory. Perception says 


i") 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
DE JaQuan Bailey 


Bailey is a hard worker with a great burst 
rushing off the edge. The 6-2, 251-pound senior 
led the Cyclones with 8.0 sacks and 14.5 tackles 
for loss last season. lowa State should rank 
among the better Big 12 defensive teams and 
Bailey will be an anchor for the unit. 


they'll be good in 2019, no worse 
than their third-place finish of a 
year ago and a start inside the 
preseason Top 25. 

Optimism is based on a wealth 
of returning talent like Purdy, 
every starting offensive lineman 
and a majority of defensive 

starters. 

But the biggest returning news 

was Campbell. 

The Iowa State coach was in great 
demand following last season after taking 
the Cyclones to a second straight bowl game. 
Other college teams and NFL franchises 
were interested. Instead, Campbell signed 


CAMPBELL: CHARLIE NEIBERGALL / AP: PURDY: MATTHEW PUTNEY / AP 
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MILTON: SUE OGROCK! / AP 


an extension to remain at ISU. 

“Last season was so critical for us to prove we could sustain 
success and in a lot of ways continue to grow,” Campbell says. 
“I think when people want to talk about (other) jobs, it’s a 
reflection of what our entire staff has done.” 

Iowa State will build offensively around Purdy, who in the 
fifth game last year became the program’s first true freshman 
to start at quarterback since 1995. In that game, at Oklahoma 
State, he threw for four touchdowns and rushed for another. 
Purdy set school records for completion percentage and 
passing efficiency. 

Purdy, the 2017 Gatorade High School Player of the Year 
in Arizona, was a late signee and didn’t arrive on campus 
until June. The 6-1, 202-pound pro-style quarterback figured 
redshirting was an option but competed with four other 
candidates. When his time came, Purdy took full advantage. 

The Cyclones will have to replace their most productive 
skill players in wide receiver Hakeem Butler and running 
back David Montgomery. Both were second-team all-league 
selections. 

Kene Nwangwu, a junior, spent most of last season as the 
top reserve running back and rushed for 157 yards, plus he 
averaged 26.8 yards on kickoff returns. Another candidate, 
Sheldon Croney Jr., has plenty of experience in the program. 
Things are a little more uncertain at wide receiver but 
returning starter Deshaunte Jones, a 5-10, 185-pound senior, 
has 108 career receptions. 

Offensive linemen Josh Knipfel, Julian Good-Jones and 
Bryce Meeker were honorable mention all-league choices last 
season and this unit should rank among the best in the Big 12. 

The defensive front returns almost intact and will be led 
by end JaQuan Bailey and tackle Ray Lima. Marcel Spears 
Jr. and Mike Rose, who combined for 144 tackles, return at 
linebacker. Greg Eisworth is back as an All-Big 12 safety. 

Iowa State’s defense was its calling card last year. In a 
league that piles up passing yards and cranks out Heisman- 
winning quarterbacks, the Cyclones built the conference’s 
best defense in 2018. 

Campbell’s team led the league in scoring defense and 
rushing defense and finished second in total defense. Plus, the 
Cyclones were the league’s second-least-penalized team. 

With so much returning, starting with Campbell, it’s not 
farfetched to think Iowa State can set its objectives higher and 
compete for a Big 12 championship this year. The last one of 
those—1912. 


Zeer srorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES rather 
1 Jirehl Brock, ©) 4» 

2 Breece Hall, ©5 4» 

3 Blake Peterson, & 3» 


After losing running 
back David Montgomery 
and receiver Hakeem 
Butler to the NFL in 
early-entry decisions, the 
Cyclones could get immediate help in the backfield from this 
class. lowa State signed a pair of 247Sports Composite four- 
star running backs in Kansas standout Breece Hall and Illinois 
prospect Jirehl Brock. Additionally, California three-star 
athlete Leonard Glass could provide some change-of-pace 
ability moving around the formation to complement Hall and 
Brock. Coach Matt Campbell's team, which also signed a 
quarterback, three receivers and a tight end to help restock 
its passing game, finished 48th nationally and sixth overall 
in the Big 12, according to the 247Sports Composite team 
rankings. 


~~ 
WR Tarique Milton | 


RETURNING 

STAT LEADERS 

PASSING 

Brock Purdy 

GP Effic. Cmp-Attint Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 
10 169.9 146-220-7 66.4 2250 16 225.0 


RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Brock Purdy 10.100 308 31.5 308 


“ARECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Tarique Milton 13°34 «417 1231 32) 
“TACKLES —_GP.__ Solo. Assist Total 
Greg Eisworth 2 56 3 8 
“SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
JaQuan Bailey 13 8.0 60 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Braxton Lewis 30} 00} 0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC [a OPP_| 
SCORING 348 298 
Points Per Game 26.8 22.9 
FIRST DOWNS 251 246 
Rushing 103 96 
Passing 123 139 
Penalty 25 nN 
RUSHING YARDAGE 1691 1519 
Yards gained rushing 2047 1942 
Yards lost rushing 356 423 
Rushing Attempts 466 458 
Average Per Rush 3.6 3.3 
Average Per Game 130.1 116.8 
TDs Rushing 20 10 
PASSING YARDAGE 3132 3044 
Comp-Att-int 237-363-9 276-440-8 
Average Per Pass 8.6 6.9 
Average Per Catch 13.2 11,0 
Average Per Game 240.9 234.2 
TDs Passing 20 23 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4823 4563 
Total Plays 829 898 
Average Per Play 5.8 511 


Average Per Game 371.0 351.0 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 33-726 41-769 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 14-176 12-64 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 8-109 9-103 


KICK RETURNAVG. 22.0 18.8 
PUNTRETURN AVG. 12.6 5.3 
INTRETURNAVG. 13.6 11,4 
FUMBLES-LOST 13-10 17-8 


PENALTIES-YARDS 62-517 81-786 
Average Per Game 39.8 60.5 


PUNTS-YARDS 56-2205 66-2697 
Average Per Punt 39.4 40.9 
Net punt average 37.9 36.7 


TIMEOFPOSS/GAME 28:54 31:06 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 67/169. 79/190 


3rd-Down Pet 40% 42% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 10/18 9/18 

4th-Down Pct. 56% 50% 
SACKSBY-YARDS 33-258 31-210 
MISC. YARDS 0 78 
TDSSCORED 42 37 
FG-ATTEMPTS 16-23 13-18 
ATTENDANCE 392072. 282950 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/56010 _5/56590 
Neutral Site Games 1/60675 


SCOREBYQTRS 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT Tota 


lOWASTATE 70 115 83 80 O 348 
Opponent 62 10 71 55 O 298 
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2019 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB Brock Purdy* (6-1, 202, So.) 
Re-al Mitchell (6-0, 192, Fr.) 
18 SheldonCroney Jr. (5-11, 206, Sr.) 
Kene Nwangwu (6-1, 206, Jr.) 
¥  JSulianGood-Jones* (6-5, 296, Sr.) 
Joey Ramos (6-5, 310, Fr.) 
LO CollinOlson* (6-1, 279, Sr.) 
Trevor Downing (6-4, 304, Fr.) 
© ColinNewell* (6-4, 292, So.) 
Derek Schweiger (6-3, 289, So.) 
RG  JoshKnipfel* (6-5, 309, Sr.) 
Robert Hudson (6-6, 320, So.) 
RT Bryce Meeker (6-6, 309, Sr.) 
Sean Foster (6-8, 312, Jr.) 
TE Charlie Kolar(6-6, 250, So.) ~ 
Chase Allen (6-7, 240, Jr.) 
WR Deshaunte Jones* (5-10, 185, Sr.) 
Beau Coberley (5-11, 170, Fr.) 
WR Tarique Milton(5-10, 176, So.) 
Jalen Martin (6-3, 211, Jr.) 
WR SeanShaw (6-6, 200, Fr.) 
Landen Akers (6-0, 192, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE JaQuanBailey* (6-2, 251, Sr.) 
Zach Petersen (6-4, 236, So.) 

NG RayLima* (6-3, 302, Sr.) 
Isaiah Lee (6-0, 284, Fr.) 

OT Jamahl Johnson (6-0, 295, Sr.) 
Tucker Robertson (6-3, 280, So.) 

DE EyiomaUwazurike* (6-6, 283, Jr.) 
Matt Leo (6-7, 276, Sr.) 

WLB Marcel Spears Jr.* (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
Jake Hummel (6-1, 228, Jr.) 

MLB Mike Rose* (6-3, 228, So.) 
O'Rien Vance (6-1, 235, So.) 

SLB Will McDonald (6-4, 220, Fr.) 
Chandler Pulvermacher (6-2, 204, Fr.) 

CB Anthony Johnson (6-0, 173, So.) 
Tayvonn Kyle (5-11, 160, Fr.) 

CB Datrone Young (5-9, 171, So.) 
Keontae Jones (6-0, 173, So.) 

FS Greg Eisworth* (6-0, 198, Jr.) 
Lawrence White (6-0, 191, Jr.) 

SS _BraxtonLewis* (5-11, 186, Sr.) 
Arnold Azunna (6-0, 192, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
« — Connor Assalley* (6-0, 191, Jr.) 
P Corey Dunn’ (6-1, 203, Jr.) 


r 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

Gary Patterson 
19th year (167-63) 


CAREER RECORD: 167-63 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Sonny Cumbie (sixth year) 
Curtis Luper (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Chad Glasgow (fifth year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Amon G. Carter 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 45,000 
TICKETS: 877-828-3764 
SITE: Fort Worth, Texas 
WEBSITE: gofrogs.com 
TWITTER: @TCUFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31_ Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
S14 @Purdue 

S.21 SMU 

S.28 Kansas 

O5 @lowa State 

O19 @Kansas State 
0.26 Texas 

N.2. @Oklahoma State 
N.Q Baylor 

N.16 @Texas Tech 

N.23. @Oklahoma 

N.29° West Virginia 


2018 RESULTS: 7-6 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
Si Southern 55-7 
S77 @SMU 42-12 
S15 Ohio State* 28-40 
$22 @Texas 16-31 
S.29 lowa State 17-14 
Ol Texas Tech 14-17 
0.20 Oklahoma 27-52 
0.27 @Kansas 26-27 
N.3 Kansas State 14-13 
N10 @West Virginia 10-47 
N17 @Baylor 16-9 
N.24 Oklahoma State 31-24 
D.26 California** (OT) 10-7 


“Arlington, TX 
“"Cheez-It Bowl 


TCU 


e? HORNED ite 


WR Jalen Reagor 


TCU players holding up boxes 
of Cheez-Its in a celebration 
photo after defeating California 
in a postseason game is better 
than the alternative: Cal 
players holding up boxes of the 
cheese-flavored snack cracker 
after winning the—yes, that’s 
right—Cheez-It Bowl in Phoenix 
late last December. 

The Horned Frogs beat the Bears 10-7 
in that overtime affair, one in which they 
passed for a measly 28 yards and, ina 
remarkable statistic, improved to 9-O when 
amassing 100 or fewer passing yards in Gary 
Patterson’s tenure as coach in Fort Worth. 

The game was crazy for plenty of reasons, 
but TCU found a way to win, which occurred 
several times over the final month of last 
season. 

The Horned Frogs started 3-5, and that 
stretch included the only conference victory 
for Kansas in 2018. 

But TCU bounced back to win four of 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
CB Jeff Gladney 


Defensive backs in the Big 12 get plenty 
of work, and Gladney made the most of his 
chances last season. The 6-0, 183-pound 
senior cornerback was first in the league in 
lowest passer rating allowed (46.9) for those 
who played more than 200 coverage snaps. 
He was also first in another category by only 
surrendering a reception every 16.5 coverage 
snaps. 


its last five to scratch out a 7-6 record for 
Patterson’s 15th winning season in 18 years 
as the head coach. 

It’s been a great run for Patterson. Over 
the past five seasons, the Horned Frogs own 
the Big 12’s second-best overall (47-19) and 
league (30-15) records. TCU looks to build on 
those marks with a team that returns nine 
starters on offense and six on defense. 


PATTERSON: MICHAEL AINSWORTH / AP: REAGOR: ANDREW DIEB / ICDN SPORTSWIRE 
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OLONILUA:RON JENKINS / 4P 


Quarterback isn’t one of those positions, but there is 
experience here. Alex Delton switched teams but kept the 
same purple uniform, transferring from Kansas State. In 
Manhattan, Delton appeared in 20 games over four seasons 
with six starts. His most memorable appearance came as a 
sophomore. Delton didn’t start the Cactus Bowl against UCLA 
but entered early, rushing for 158 yards and three touchdowns 
and was named the game’s Offensive MVP. Earlier that 
season he rushed for 142 yards and three touchdowns against 
Oklahoma. Delton’s career numbers show 868 rushing 
yards and 11 touchdowns and 1,202 passing yards and five 
touchdowns, but he showed arm strength during spring 
football drills. 

Delton appeared headed to UTEP, where his former 
offensive coordinator at Kansas State, Dana Dimel, is the 
coach. But the opportunity to remain in the Big 12 was too 
good to pass up, and Delton believes he’ll be a good fit in 
TCU’s “Air Raid” attack. 

“I would say that this offense is a great offense and is a 
great fit for me,” Delton told the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. 

“It enables me to show my passing skills and get the ball in 
playmakers’ hands. It also allows me to run the ball. It really is 
tailor-made for me.” 

But the Horned Frogs left spring ball without naming a 
starter. Redshirt freshman Justin Rogers—he appeared in a 
series against Cal in the bowl game and is the top-rated recruit 
in TCU history—and true freshman Max Duggan are in the mix 
and took first-team snaps in the final spring scrimmage. 

“The guy that can run the offense and doesn’t turn it over is 
the guy’s that going to be the winner of the whole situation,” 
Patterson says. 

Whoever gets the job will have a top target in wide receiver 
Jalen Reagor, who after a 72-reception season was named 
team MVP by his teammates. 

Last season turned around for TCU when the defense began 
creating turnovers. The Frogs owned a minus-12 ratio in their 
first eight games and a plus-7 in their final five. But it’s going 
to be difficult to replace all-conference ends Ben Banogu and 
LJ. Collier. Expect Brandon Bowen and Ochaun Mathis to step 
up there, and the Frogs will welcome South Carolina transfer 
Shameik Blackshear to the line rotation. 

The secondary will be anchored by cornerback Jeff 
Gladney, a second-team all-league selection who finished 
second in the Big 12 with 13 pass breakups. 

The most intriguing addition: Australian Jordy Sandy, a 
rugby-style punter who should provide immediate help to a 
team that finished last in the Big 12 in net punting. 


2aiysrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 


Coach Gary Patterson’s TOP SIGNEES east 6 
Horned Frogs finished 1 Max Duggan, 05 4+ 
third in the Big 12 and 2 Daimarqua Foster, 8 4% 
No. 33 overall in the 3 Karter Johnson, 07 4» 
247Sports Composite 
team rankings thanks to the strength of almost two-dozen 
three-star prospects. TCU, which brought in 26 signees, 
signed two potential instant-impact players at running back 
in in-state standouts Daimarqua Foster and Darwin Barlow. 
Patterson's staff also stockpiled defensive backs, signing 
as many as seven or eight prospects who could wind up 
playing in the secondary. The Horned Frogs went outside 
the Lone Star State to find their 2019 quarterback, signing 
four-star prospect Max Duggan from lowa. 


2. 


RB Sewo Olonilua 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING — 

Mike Collins 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
9 1313 | 79-140-2 | 564 1059 6 177 
“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 


SewoOlonilua 13 135 635 47 2 488 
RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Jalen Reagor 13. 72/1061 147 9° 816 


TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Garret Wallow 3 46 2 72 
_ SACKS GP No. _ Yards 
Corey Bethley 3 5.0 32 
INTERCEPTIONS Wo. Yards Avg. TD_ 
Jeff Gladney 2134-1 10) 0 
Julius Lewis aR 15 (0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
statistic | tcu | opp _| 
SCORING 306 300 
Points Per Game 23.5 23.1 
FIRSTDOWNS 246 242 
Rushing 14 110 
Passing 19 116 
Penalty 13 16 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2036 1802 
Yards gained rushing 2386 2165 
Yards lost rushing 350 363 


Rushing Attempts 494 499 
Average Per Rush 41 3.6 
Average Per Game 156.6 138,6 
TDs Rushing 4 19 
PASSING YARDAGE 2749 
Comp-Att-Int 239-410-15 226-407-12 
Average Per Pass 4 6.4 
Average Per Catch 1.5 1.5 
Average Per Game 211.5 199.6 
TDs Passing 18 17 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4785 4397 
Totel Plays 904 906 
Average Per Play 5.3 49 


Average Per Game 368.1 338.2 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 34-712 31-588 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 19-352 14-68 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 12-195 15-142 
KICK RETURN AVG. 20.9 19.0 


PUNTRETURN AVG. 18.5 49 
INTRETURN AVG. 16,2 95 
FUMBLES-LOST 29-11 14-9 
PENALTIES-YARDS 56-508 73-575 

Average Per Game 39.1 44,2 
PUNTS-YARDS 


Average Per Punt 37.4 \ 

Net punt average 34.8 35,2 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 30:59 29:01 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 7/193 58/184 


3rd-Down Pet 37% 32% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 6/16 12/25 
4th-Down Pct. 38% 48% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 35-195. 16-109 

MISC, YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 38 38 
FG-ATTEMPTS 13-21 N-14 
ATTENDANCE 257205. 239556 


Games/AvgPerGame 6/42868 5/47911 
Neutyal Site Games 2/48742 


TCU 50 103 10 40 3 306 
Opponent 73 61 87 79 O 300 


ee EE 


5-YEAR RECORD 47-19 
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OFFENSE 

QB Alex Delton (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Justin Rogers (6-4, 220, Fr.) 

RB SewoOlonilua* (6-3, 231, Sr.) 
Darius Anderson* (5-11, 212, Sr.) 

LT Anthony McKinney* (6-8, 314, Sr.) 
Austin Myers* (6-5, 303, Jr.) 

LO Cordel lwuagwu (6-3, 311, Sr.) 
Quazzel White (6-3, 317, So.) 

C _KelltonHollins* (6-2, 292, Jr.) 
Coy MeMillon (6-4, 280, So.) 

RG WesHarris* (6-4, 295, So.) 
Quazzel White (6-3, 317, So.) 

RT Lucas Niang* (6-7, 328, Sr.) 
David Bolisomi (6-6, 322, Sr.) 

TE Carter Ware (6-4, 237, So.) 

Artayvious Lynn (6-6, 265, Jr.) 

John Stephens Jr. (6-5, 215, So.) 

Tevailance Hunt (6-2, 185, So.) 

Taye Barber’ (5-9, 186, So.) 

Derius Davis (5-9, 160, So,) 

WR JalenReagor* (5-11, 195, Jr.) 
Ni‘Jeel Meeking (6-3, 206, So.) 


DEFENSE 

LE Ochaun Mathis (6-5, 235, Fr.) 
Shameik Blackshear (6-5, 270, Sr.) 

DT Corey Bethley* (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
George Ellis Ill (6-2, 304, So.) 

DT  RossBlacklock (6-4, 329, Jr.) 
Terrell Cooper* (6-2, 286, So.) 

RE BrandonBowen (6-4, 249, Jr.) 
Parker Workman (6-3, 240, Jr.) 

MLB Montrel Wilson (6-3, 228, Sr.) 
Ben Wilson (6-2, 220, So.) 

SLB Garret Wallow* (6-2, 212, Jr.) 
Jacoby Simpson (6-0, 225, Fr.) 

CB Julius Lewis (5-10, 169, Sr.) 
Noah Daniels (6-0, 205, So.) 

CB Jeff Gladney* (6-0, 183, Sr.) 
Noah Daniels (6-0, 205, So.) 

FS TrevonMoehrig (6-2, 190, So.) 
Keenan Reed (5-11, 179, Sr.) 
Innis Gaines* (6-2, 203, Sr.) 
La’Kendrick Van Zandt (6-1, 206, So.) 

WS VernonScott (6-2, 206, Sr.) 
Ar'Darius Washington (5-8, 175, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jonathan Song* (5-10, 175, Sr.) 
P Jordy Sandy (6-3, 220, Fr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 
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BIG 12 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Matt Rhule 

Third year (8-17) 

CAREER RECORD: 36-40 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Jeff Nixon (third year) 
Glenn Thomas (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Phil Snow (third year) 


STADIUM: McLane Stadium 
CAPACITY: 45,140 
TICKETS: 254-710-1000 
SITE: Waco, Texas 
WEBSITE: baylorbears.com 
TWITTER: @BUFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31 Stephen F. Austin 
S.7_UTSA 

S21 @Rice 

5.28 lowa State 

O.5 @Kansas State 
O12 Texas Tech 

O19 @Oklahoma State 
0.31 West Virginia 
N9 @TCU 

N16 Oklahoma 

N.23 Texas 

N.30 @Kansas 


2018 RESULTS: 7-6 


S.1 Abilene Christian 55-27 
S8  @UTSA 37-20 
S15 Duke 27-40 
S.22 Kansas 26-7 
§.29. @Oklahoma 33-66 
O6 Kansas State 37-34 
O13 @Texas 17-23 
0.25 @West Virginia 14-58 
N.3. Oklahoma State 35-31 
N.10 @lowa State 14-28 
N17 TCU 9-16 
N.24 Texas Tech* 35-24 
D.27 Vanderbilt** 45-38 
"Arlington, TX 

**Texas Bowl 


BAYLOR 


QB Charlie Brewer 


Baylor turned a I-11 team in 2017 into a bowl-winning 7-6 
squad last season. No wonder other programs and the 
NFL have shown interest in Bears coach Matt Rhule. 
The Colts and Jets have shown interest since Rhule 
has arrived in Waco, but he returns to continue the 
work as the program looks to recover from the sexual- 
assault scandal that cost former coach Art Briles his job four 


years ago. 


Last year’s improvement was built around a strong offense 
led by quarterback Charlie Brewer, who hails from a football 
family. Brother Cade is a tight end at Texas. Older brother 
Michael was a quarterback at Texas Tech and Virginia Tech. 

The father, Robert Brewer, was a Texas starting quarterback 
and MVP of the 1982 Cotton Bowl. 

Charlie Brewer is back for his junior year and looking to 
improve on some excellent numbers. He finished 2018 with 
3,019 passing yards with 19 touchdowns and nine interceptions. 
He rushed for 375 yards and seven touchdowns, with 109 yards 
in the Texas Bowl victory over Vanderbilt. Brewer was named 


MVP of that game. 


A key this season will be keeping Brewer upright. He was 
sacked 39 times last season as the Bears finished last in the Big 


12 in that department. 


Look for another big year from wide receiver Denzel Mims. 
Over two seasons, Mims has 116 receptions for 1,881 yards and 16 


touchdowns. 


Stopping the run is a defensive priority. The Bears finished 
last in the Big 12, surrendering 5.42 yards per attempt, and ninth 
in tackles for loss per game (5.31). The good news is eight of the 
team’s top 10 tacklers from last season return. 

Despite the troubles, two standouts emerged on the 
defensive side last year. Lineman James Lynch could become 
one of the league’s top pass rushers after recording 5.5 sacks 


and 9.0 tackles for loss. 


Also, linebacker Clay Johnston stepped up to become one of 
the Big 12’s most productive players. He logged 99 tackles and 
had two pass breakups in the bowl victory. 

Keep an eye on sophomore cornerback Kalon “Boogie” 
Barnes ... if you can. The track star is perhaps the nation’s 
fastest player, having run times of 10.04 in the 100 meters and a 
20.55 in the 200. He appeared in 11 games last season and was a 
two-time Texas state champion in the 100 and 200 meters. 


5-YEAR RECORD 36-28 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB Charlie Brewer* (6-1, 202, Jr.) 
RB TrestanEbner (5-11, 211, Jr.) 

LY Connor Galvin’ (6-7, 295, So.) 
LO Xavier Newman (6-2, 307, Jr.) 

c Jake Fruhmorgen (6-6, 305, Sr.) 
RG SamTecklenburg* (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
RT Casey Phillips (6-5, 300, Fr.) 

TE Christoph Henle* (6-6, 251, So.) 
WR Denzel Mims* (6-3, 210, Sr.) 
WR Chris Platt* (5-11, 170, Sr.) 

WR JoshFleeks (5-11, 186, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE JamesLockhart (6-2, 261, Sr.) 
DT RobSaulin (6-5, 290 So.) 

DY _BravvionRoy* (6-1, 330, Sr.) 
DE JamesLynch’ (6-4, 287, Jr.) 
WLB Terrel Bernard (6-1, 220, So.) 
MLB Clay Johnston‘ (6-1, 232, Sr.) 
SLB BlakeLynch’ (6-3, 219, Sr.) 

CB Raleigh Texada* (5-10, 176, Jr.) 
CB Jameson Houston (5-11, 200, Sr.) 
s Christian Morgan (6-1, 192, So.) 
8 = Chris Miller* (6-0, 188, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K John Mayers (5-9, 178, Fr.) 
P Issac Power (6-1, 198, Fr.) 


"Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


2<t7'SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES STARRATING 


1 Peyton Powell, ©) 4 
2 JacobZeno,” 4" 
3 Jaylen Ellis, 3 


Coach Matt Rhule’s staff 
at Baylor has emphasized 
recruiting athleticism, 
regardless of position, and 


once again achieved that with 


the 2019 class. Baylor signed 
good athletes on defense in 
end Matt Jones and outside 
linebackers Will Williams and 
Tyrone Brown. Offensively, it 


picked up speedster wideout 


Jaylen Ellis and athlete 


Peyton Powell, a quarterback 


option who could also play 
elsewhere. Baylor finished 
35th nationally and fourth in 
the Big 12 in the 247Sports 
Composite rankings. 


82 2019 STREET & SMITH'S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


FHILE: LM OTERO / AP: BREWER-ERICGAY / AP 


GUNDY: SUE OGROCKI/ AP: WALLACE: BRODY SCHMIDT / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 44-21 
8G BG 86 BG BG 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Spencer Sanders (6-2, 195, Fr.) 
Chuba Hubbard (6-1, 207, So.) 
Jelani Woods* (6-7, 265, So.) 
Bryce Bray (6-5, 300, Fr.) 
Marcus Keyes* (6-3, 309, Sr.) 
Johnny Wilson’ (6-3, 304, Sr.) 
Ry Schneider (6-3, 320, Jr.) 
Teven Jenkins* (6-6, 310, Jr.) 
Tylan Wallace* (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
Dillon Stoner* (6-0, 198, Jr.) 
WR Landon Wolf (5-11, 174, Jr) 


DEFENSE 

DL  MikeScott (6-5, 245, Sr.) 

Tyler Lacy (6-4, 265, Fr.) 

Israel Antwine (6-4, 295, So.) 
Brendon Evers (6-2, 290, So.) 
Calvin Bundage* (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
Devin Harper (6-1, 235, Jr.) 

A.J. Green* (6-1, 190, Sr) 

CB Rodarius Williams* (6-0, 187, Jr.) 
S _ KolbyPeel (6-0, 210, So.) 
s 
s 


S553°S 5058 


QEEE2E2 


Jarrick Bernard’ (6-2, 195, So.) 
Malcolm Rodriguez* (6-0, 205, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
M = — MattAmmendola® (5-9, 195, Sr.) 
P = TomHutton (6-3, 195, Fr.) 


*Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Grayson Boomer, |" 4* 

2 Deondrick Glass, |" 4% 

3 Langston Anderson, \)"\ 4" 


Coach Mike Gundy’s 
Cowboys restocked the 
numbers on both sides of the 
line with this class. Oklahoma 
State signed a total of 21 
prospects, with 10 of them 


being linemen. Defensive 
end Trace Ford, a 247Sports 


four-star prospect, and three- 


star Jayden Jernigan are 


noteworthy D-line pickups for 


the Cowboys. Additionally, 
OSU signed some serious 
playmakers at the skill 
positions thanks to a trio of 
four-star pickups. 


OKLAROMA STATE 


COWBOYS 


WR Tylan Wallace 


No team rode the roller coaster quite like Oklahoma 
State did last season. 

Coach Mike Gundy’s Cowboys defeated three ranked 
teams—Boise State, Texas and West Virginia—and 
followed all three with a loss to an unranked opponent. 
Plus, OSU pushed Oklahoma to the brink of defeat. 

The season ended well enough, with a bowl victory over 
Missouri to finish 7-6, but it was a bit of a regression for a 
program that had finished 10-3 each of the previous three 
seasons. 

With 12 returning starters and others with starting 


experience, the Pokes should find more consistency this season, 


but they also have to name a quarterback among Spencer 
Sanders, Dru Brown and freshman Brendan Costello. 

Sanders was the Texas Gatorade Player of the Year in 2017 
and redshirted last season. Brown transferred from Hawaii, 
where he started all 12 games two years ago and threw for 18 
touchdowns and 232.1 yards per game. It’s the first time since 
2012 that the Cowboys will start a quarterback who hasn’t 
thrown a pass in an OSU uniform. 

Whoever gets the nod will be working with a new offensive 
coordinator. Sean Gleeson, a former Division 3 quarterback, 
developed two Ivy League Players of the Year as OC at 
Princeton, which went undefeated and led the FCS in scoring 
(47.0 points per game) last season. 

Gleeson also will get to work with junior wideout Tylan 
Wallace, who burst onto the Big 12 scene in a big way as a 
sophomore. After a seven-reception freshman campaign, 
Wallace became a Biletnikoff Award finalist after logging 
86 catches for 1,491 yards and 12 touchdowns. Wallace led 
the nation with 63 receptions of 10 yards or longer and his 
17.3-yard receiving average led FBS among players with 80-plus 
receptions. 

Running back Chuba Hubbard actually averaged more yards 
per carry (6.0) than departed star Justice Hill (5.9) last year. 
Expect a 1,000-yard season from the sophomore. 

The defense needs fixing. The Cowboys finished ninth in Big 
12 total defense and last in rushing defense. A newcomer who 
can have an impact is tackle Sione Asi, a junior-college transfer 
from Snow College. Asi is a 325-pound run-stopper who arrives 
as Oklahoma State replenishes its front line. 

Back to lead the secondary is cornerback A.J. Green, a 
second-team all-conference choice who was credited with 11 
pass breakups last season. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Mike Gundy 
15th year (121-59) 


CAREER RECORD: 121-59 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Sean Gleeson (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Jim Knowles (second year) 
TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Boone Pickens 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 60,218 
TICKETS: 877-ALL-4-OSU 
SITE: Stillwater, Okla. 
WEBSITE: okstate.com 
TWITTER: @CowboyFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT 


A.30 @Oregon State 
SJ McNeese 

S14 @Tulsa 

5.21 @Texas 

S$.28 Kansas State 
O5 @Texas Tech 
O19 Baylor 

0.26 @lowa State 
N.2 TCU 

N16 Kansas 

N.23 @West Virginia 
N30 Oklahoma 


2018 RESULTS: 7-6 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 


A.30 Missouri State 
58 South Alabama 
S15 Boise State 
S.22 Texas Tech 
S.29 @Kansas 

O6  lowa State 
O13 @Kansas State 
0.27 Texas 

N.3 @Baylor 

N10 @Oklahoma 
N17 West Virginia 
N.24 @TCU 

D.3) Missouri* 


*Liberty Bowl 


58-17 
55-13 
44-2) 

17-41 
48-28 
42-48 

12-31 
38-35 
31-35 
47-48 
45-41 
24-31 
38-33 
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FAST FACTS 
Matt Wells 


First year 
CAREER RECORD: 44-34 
STAFE 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
David Yost (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Keith Patterson (first year) 


STADIUM: Jones AT&T Stadium 
CAPACITY: 60,454 

TICKETS: 806-742-TECH 

SITE: Lubbock, Texas 
WEBSITE: texastech.com 
TWITTER: @TexasTechFB 


2018 RESULTS: 5-7 

S.1 Ole Miss* 27-47 
S.8 Lamar 77-0 
S15 Houston 63-49 
$.22. @Oklahoma State 41-17 
S.29 West Virginia 34-42 


Ol @TCU 17-14 
0.20 Kansas 48-16 
0.27 @lowa State 31-40 
N3 Oklahoma 46-51 
N10 Texas 34-4] 
N.17__ @Kansas State 6-21 
N.24 Baylor** 24-35 
“Houston, TX 


**Arlington, TX 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A.3\ Montana State 
S7 UTEP 

S14 @Arizona 

5.28 @Oklahoma 
0.5 Oklahoma State 
O12 @Baylor 

O19 lowa State 
0.26 @Kansas 

N.9  @West Virginia 
N16 TCU 

N.23. Kansas State 
N.29 @Texas 


TERAS | 


RED RAIDERS 


QB Alan Bowman fi 


It was not a coincidence that Texas Tech scheduled the 

press conference to introduce Matt Wells as its next 

football coach as the Big 12 Championship Game was 

kicking off. 

“We expect to be kicking off in Arlington, Texas, at 

the Big 12 Conference championship football game,” Red 
Raiders athletic director Kirby Hocutt said. “We’re not there 
today, but we’re going to get there.” 

With that, the expectation of reaching the top of the 
conference fell squarely to Wells, who spent the previous six 
seasons at Utah State compiling a 44-34 record. 

Utah State is Wells’ alma mater and there were previous 
opportunities to leave, but he sees Tech as the right fit. 

“I knew it would take somewhere special (to leave),” Wells 
says. “Somewhere with a vision of where they wanted to go and 
how they wanted to go.” 

Tech’s modus operandi is well established. The Red 
Raiders have piled up points and yards but haven’t stopped 
the opposition often enough. It cost Wells’ predecessor, Kliff 
Kingsbury, his job. Kingsbury, however, landed nicely, briefly 
being USC’s offensive coordinator before becoming head coach 
of the NFL’s Arizona Cardinals. 

Wells knows offense. Last season, Utah State ranked second 
in FBS scoring to Oklahoma at 47.5 points per game. 

The offense should be strong again with the return of Alan 
Bowman at quarterback. Bowman missed four games with a 
collapsed lung but was terrific when he played, passing for 
2,638 yards, 17 touchdowns and seven interceptions. 

Bowman will work with new offensive coordinator David 
Yost, who groomed several future NFL quarterbacks at Missouri 
and Oregon’s Justin Herbert as a freshman. 

Certainly, the quarterback position runs deep in Lubbock. 
Junior Jett Duffey also put up big numbers last year. McLane 
Carter was last year’s opening-game starter whose injury 
opened the door for Bowman, but he transferred in mid-April. 

Tech returns several other key pieces on offense. Five of the 
top seven wide receivers return, led by T.J. Vasher, as well as 
the top two rushers in Da’Leon Ward and Ta’Zhawn Henry. 
They combined for 682 rushing yards and 11 touchdowns last 
season. 

As is often the case, the questions with Texas Tech are on 
defense. The Red Raiders lost a good one in safety Jah’Shawn 
Johnson, but back is cornerback Adrian Frye, a 2018 Freshman 
All-American who had five interceptions last season. 


5-YEAR RECORD 27-35 
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OFFENSE 


Alan Bowman* (6-3, 210, So.) 
Ta’'Zhawn Henry* (5-7, 170, So.) 
Terence Steele* (6-6, 320, Sr.) 
Madison Akamnonu (6-5, 320, Sr.) 
Bailey Smith (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
Jack Anderson’ (6-5, 320, Jr.) 
Travis Bruffy* (6-6, 305, Sr.) 
Donta Thompson (6-5, 225, Sr.) 
KeSean Carter (5-11, 165, So.) 
SethCollins (6-3, 190, Sr.) 

T.J. Vasher* (6-6, 190, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE 
pT 


Eli Howard* (6-4, 270, Jr.) 
Broderick Washington Jr.* (6-3, 305, Sr.) 
Nick McCann (6-2, 310, Jr.) 

Xavier Benson (6-3, 200, Fr.) 
Jordyn Brooks* (6-1, 240, Sr.) 

Riko Jeffers (6-2, 245, Jr.) 

Justus Parker* (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
DesmonSmith* (6-2, 190, Sr.) 
Adrian Frye (6-1, 190, So.) 

Douglas Coleman IlI* (6-1, 190, Sr.) 
Thomas Leggett (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


Trey Wolff (6-4, 185, Fr.) 
Cody Waddell (6-1, 210, Jr.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2eiysPorRTs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES roe 


1 
2 
3 


Gilbert Ilbeneme, |. 5+ 
Alante Brown, Wi 3* 
Trevor Roberson, \)! 3« 


A glance at Texas 


Tech’s class shows some 
intriguing options on both 
sides of the line at the top 

of the 2019 recruiting class, 
which finished ranked 66th 
nationally on the 247Sports 
Composite ranking. One 
especially interesting 
prospect is three-star Landon 
Peterson, a 6-6, 265-pound 
offensive tackle with a soccer 
background who could have 
a high ceiling. Edge defender 
Quinton Williams from 
Houston was a late-cycle 
pickup who is another 
potential star. 
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WELLS: EUGENE TANNER / AP: BOWMAN: BRAD TOLLEFSON / AP 


BROWN: BUTCH DILL / AP: MCKOY: RAYMOND THOMPSON / AP 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB Austin Kendall (6-2, 218, Jr.) 
RB Kennedy McKoy* (6-0, 208, Sr.) 
Colton McKivitz* (6-7, 312, Sr.) 
Michael Brown (6-3, 355, Jr.) 
Chase Behrndt (6-4, 298, Jr.) 
Josh Sills* (6-6, 328, Jr.) 

Kelby Wickline (6-4, 301, Sr.) 
Jovani Haskins (6-5, 246, Jr.) 
T.J. Simmons* (6-2, 201, Jr.) 
Tevin Bush (5-6, 165, Jr.) 
Marcus Simms* (6-0, 195, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Reese Donahuet (6-4, 276, Sr.) 
NT DariusStills (6-1, 290, Jr.) 

DE Taijh Alston (6-4, 245, So,) 

LB VanDarius Cowan (6-4, 235, So.) 
LB JoshChandler (5-11, 234, So.) 
LB DylanTonkery (6-0, 228, Jr.) 
cB 
cB 
FS 
Ss 

s 


No 
oO 
ef 
oo 
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Hakeem Bailey* (6-0, 192, Sr.) 
Josh Norwood* (5-10, 179, Sr.) 
Kenny Robinson Jr.* (6-2, 202, Jr.) 
Sean Mahone (5-11, 202, Jr.) 
JoVanni Stewart" (5-8, 197, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Evan Staley* (6-1, 188, Jr.) 
P Evan Staley (6-1, 188, Jr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


ZaiysrartTs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Osita Smith, 5 4* 

2 Dreshun Miller, G5 4" 
3 Tykee Smith, 5 5* 


The secondary was an 
obvious area of concentration 
for West Virginia in the 
2019 recruiting class, which 
finished 49th nationally and 
seventh in the Big 12 rankings. 
The Mountaineers’ top three 
prospects, according to 
the 247Sports Composite 
rankings, are expected to play 
in the secondary when they 
get to Morgantown. More 
than half of WVU’s 19-player 
class consists of defensive 
backs and skill-position 
players, including four 
prospects expected to play 
receiver for the Mountaineers. 
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commen EST VIRGINIA 


MOUNTAINEERS 


RB Kennedy McKoy 


Leaving a Power Five program after a bowl season is 
the road less traveled, but that was Dana Holgorsen’s 
path when he left West Virginia for Houston. Both sides 
seemed ready for change, so the move made sense. 

The Mountaineers’ replacement went the more 
traditional route. Neal Brown arrives from Troy, where 
his teams went 31-8 over the past three seasons and collected 
victories at LSU and Nebraska along the way. 

And Brown knows the Big 12. He was the offensive 
coordinator at Texas Tech under Tommy Tuberville. Upon 
his introduction, Brown said the Mountaineers will operate an 
uptempo offense similar to what fans have grown accustomed 
to in Morgantown. 

“We'll be fast-paced,” Brown says. “We're going to get 
playmakers in space and put points on the board.” 

Who will lead this attack? The favorite is Austin Kendall, 
the Oklahoma transfer who played behind Heisman Trophy 
winners Baker Mayfield and Kyler Murray in Norman. 

After an initial kerfuffle about Oklahoma limiting Kendall’s 
transfer options, the graduate transfer landed within the 
conference and will play for Brown, who initially recruited him 
when Brown was an assistant at Kentucky. 

The addition of Kendall gives West Virginia two quarterbacks 
who were consensus top-10 pro-style passers in the 2016 
recruiting class. The other is Jack Allison, who started his career 
as a Miami Hurricane but transferred to West Virginia and sat 
behind Will Grier last season. 

Allison got his first collegiate start in WVU’s bowl loss to 
Syracuse last December. Trey Lowe III, who also played in the 
bowl game and will be a redshirt freshman this season, is also 
in the mix. All of them received first-team reps early in spring 
practice. 

The Mountaineers lose much of their star power, starting 
with Grier, who finished fourth in the Heisman balloting. Also 
gone is wide receiver David Sills V, tackle Yodny Cajuste and 
linebacker David Long Jr. 

Kennedy McKoy returns at running back. He averaged 
66.8 yards per game, 5.5 yards per carry and scored nine 
touchdowns. Marcus Simms and T.J. Simmons, who combined 
for 74 catches in 2018, are back. Simms also served as the 
Mountaineers’ top return man last season. 

Brown brought a handful of assistants from Troy with him, 
including longtime FBS defensive coordinator Vic Koenning. 
He'll direct a unit led by All-Big 12 safety Kenny Robinson Jr. 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Neal Brown 

First year 

CAREER RECORD: 35-16 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Matt Moore (first year) 
Chad Scott (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Vic Koenning (first year) 


STADIUM: Milan Puskar Stadium 
CAPACITY: 60,000 

TICKETS: 800-WVU-GAME 
SITE: Morgantown, W.Va. 
WEBSITE: wvusports.com 
TWITTER: @WVUfootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31 James Madison 
S7__ @Missouri 
S14 _N.C. State 
S.21 @Kansas 

O5 Texas 

O12 lowa State 
019 @Oklahoma 
031 @Baylor 

N.9 Texas Tech 
N16 @Kansas State 
N.23 Oklahoma State 
N.29 @TCU 


2018 RESULTS: 8-4 


51 Tennessee* 40-14 
S.8 Youngstown State 52-17 
$.22 Kansas State 35-6 
S.29 @Texas Tech 42-34 
O06 Kansas 38-22 
O13 @lowa State 14-30 
0.25 Baylor 58-14 
N.3  @Texas 42-41 
N10. TCU 47-10 
N17 @Oklahoma State 41-45 
N.23. Oklahoma 56-59 
0.28 Syracuse** 18-34 
*Charlotte, NC 

**Camping World Bowl 
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FAST FACTS 
Chris Klieman 


First year 
CAREER RECORD: 72-13 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Courtney Messingham 
(first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Scottie Hazelton (first year) 


STADIUM: Bill Snyder Family 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 50,000 
TICKETS: 800-221-CATS 
SITE: Manhattan, Kan. 
WEBSITE: kstatesports.com 
TWITTER: @kStateFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 
$7 
$14 
$.28 
05 
0.19 
0.26 
N.2 
N9 
N16 
N.23 
N.30 


Nicholls 

Bowling Green 
@Mississippi State 
@Oklahoma State 
Baylor 

TCU 

Oklahoma 
@Kansas 

@Texas 

West Virginia 
@Texas Tech 

lowa State 


2018 RESULTS: 5-7 


S1 South Dakota 27-24 
S8 Mississippi State 10-31 
S15 UTSA 41-17 
S.22 @West Virginia 6-35 
$.29 Texas 14-19 
06 @Baylor 34-37 
013 Oklahoma State 31-12 
0.27 @Oklahoma 14-51 
N3 @TCU 13-14 
N10 Kansas 21-17 
N17? Texas Tech 21-6 
N.24 @lowa State 38-42 


KANSAS STATE 


WILDCATS 


QB Skylar Thompson pet 


You wanted a better ending for Bill Snyder at Kansas 
State. Beating Iowa State by 17 in the fourth quarter, the 
Wildcats squandered the lead and failed to qualify for 

a bowl game for the first time since 2009. Before that 
game, Snyder’s K-State teams were 181-12 when leading 
at halftime. 

A week later came the announcement. The 79-year-old 
coach was retiring. That the end and a 5-7 finish were bitterly 
disappointing speaks to the incredible job Snyder turned in at 
Manhattan. 

In 107 years of football, Kansas State has won more than 
five games in a season 32 times. Snyder was the coach for 21 
of them, including the top-16 winning seasons (victories) in 
program history. Nick Saban has the top six seasons in Alabama 
history, Dabo Swinney the top four for Clemson. 

Snyder’s 215 career victories are 46 percent of the wins in 
K-State’s gridiron history. 

Snyder stepped down once before, after the 2005 season, 
and returned three years later. That’s not going to happen 
this time. The job now belongs to Chris Klieman, who knows 
something about winning championships and filling big shoes. 

After accepting the position, Klieman returned to his duties 
as head coach of North Dakota State and guided the Bison to 
their fourth FCS title in five years while amassing a 69-6 record. 
Before he was the head coach, Klieman was an assistant on the 
staff under Craig Bohl (now head coach at Wyoming), when 
North Dakota State won its first three national titles. 

The step up in classification for Klieman will be a challenge, 
but perhaps not as daunting as it could be. Like North Dakota 
State, Kansas State has to go the extra mile in recruiting because 
its location away from the hotbeds of top prospects. Also, the 
schools are similar when it comes to fan support; winning is 
expected at both. 

Kansas State not only has a new coach but looks to reverse a 
losing season. The return of quarterback Skylar Thompson is a 
good start. He’s a solid dual threat, having rushed for 373 yards 
and five touchdowns last season. James Gilbert, who rushed for 
2,806 in his career at Ball State, has transferred in to become 
the team’s top option at running back. 

The line, led by senior end Reggie Walker, is the strength of 
the defense. 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Skylar Thompson® (6-2, 212, Jr.) 
RB James Gilbert (5-9, 198, Sr.) 
Scott Frantz* (6-5, 303, Sr.) 
Josh Rivas (6-6, 323, So.) 
Adam Holtorf* (6-4, 302, Sr.) 
Tyler Mitchell* (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
Nick Kaltmayer (6-8, 307, Sr.) 
Nick Lenners (6-5, 252, Jr.) 
Isaiah Zuber’ (6-0, 186, Sr.) 
Hunter Rison (5-11, 197, So.) 
Dalton Schoen* (6-1, 200, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Reggie Walker* (6-2, 250, Sr.) 
DT TreyDishon’ (6-2, 308, Sr.) 
DT JoeDavies* (6-3, 285, Sr.) 
DE Wyatt Hubert* (6-3, 255, So.) 
WLB Da’Quan Patton’ (6-1, 221, Sr.) 
MLB Elijah Sullivan (6-0, 210, Jr.) 
NB Walter Neil Jr.* (5-9, 174, Jr.) 
CB AJParker* (5-11, 178, Jr.) 

CB LanceRobinson (5-9, 185, Fr.) 
FS WayneJones (5-11, 195, Fr.) 
SS Denzel Goolsby (5-11, 204, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Blake Lynch* (5-5, 148, Jr.) 
P Devin Anctil* (6-0, 233, Sr.) 


S$S5058°SS 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a srorrs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES Lista 
1 Chris Herron, 05 9))| 3» 

2 Keenan Garber, TH3* 
3 Matthew Pola-Mao, ©) 3*© 


The Wildcats again looked 
to Texas for some of their 
talent, signing six of their 21 
signees from the Lone Star 
State. That group is headlined 
by quarterback/athlete Chris 
Herron from the Houston 
area. San Antonio tight end 
Konner Fox could be one 
of the Big 12’s top sleepers 
in this class. Louisiana 
defensive back Tyrone Lewis 
is another intriguing prospect 
for KSU, which finished 63rd 
nationally in the 247Sports 
Composite rankings. 


KLIEMAN: JEFFREY MCWHORTER / AP: THOMPSON: COLIN E. BRALEY / AP 


MILES: ORLIN WAGNER / AP: STANLEY: ORLIN WAGNER / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 9-51 


3-9 0-12 2-10 1-1 3-9 
2014 2018 


E 


CT: Conference Title + BG: Bow! Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 
OFFENSE 

QB Carter Stanley (6-2, 198, Sr.) 

RB PookaWilliams Jr (5-10, 170, So.) 
LY Hakeem Adeniji* (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
LO = MalikClark* (6-4, 320, Jr.) 

© ApiMane (6-3, 327, Jr.) 

RO ChrisHughes (6-4, 320, Jr.) 

RY ClydeMcCauley Ill (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
TE Jack Luavasa (6-3, 255, Jr.) 

WR Kwamie Lassiter II (6-0, 175, Jr.) 
WR Andrew Parchment (6-2, 185, Jr) 
WR  EzraNaylor ll (6-4, 210, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE CodeyColelll (6-3, 287, Sr.) 
NY  Jelani Brown (6-2, 297, Sr.) 

DE Darrius Moragne (6-7, 265, Sr.) 
LB = JayDineen (6-2, 225, So.) 

LB DruProx (6-1, 215, Jr.) 

LB AzurKamara (6-4, 235, Sr.) 
CB Corione Harris* (6-1, 180, So.) 
CB HasanDefense* (6-0, 193, Sr.) 
s Bryce Torneden* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
s Davon Ferguson (5-10, 197, So.) 
s Mike Lee* (5-11, 181, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Liam Jones (5-10, 180, Jr.) 
P Kyle Thompson (6-4, 222, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


‘2eatysrorrs, 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Steven Parker, | ° 4 

2 Thomas MacVittie, 9 5» 
3 Kenny Logan, ©") 3% 


Some late-cycle work 
proved critical for the 
Jayhawks as they closed well 
on Signing Day. No recruiting 
win was bigger than beating 
Nebraska for four-star 
defensive end Steven Parker 
from Dallas. Parker was the 
top-rated player in new 
coach Les Miles’ class, which 
ranked No. 65 nationally in 
the 247Sports Composite 
rankings. Kansas landed 
ex-Michigan pledge Amauri 
Pesek-Hickson and picked up 
two big flips on Signing Day 
in athlete Velton Gardner and 
linebacker Gavin Potter. 


KANGAG 


JAYHAWKS 


QB Carter Stanley 


With this coaching hire, the pendulum swung hard 
in the opposite direction. 

Four years ago, Kansas tabbed an assistant coach 
with scant coordinator experience largely because 
of his recruiting success. David Beaty made progress 
in his fourth season, but not enough, and was 


excused. 

Enter Les Miles, who needs no introduction. National 
championship at LSU, two SEC titles, 142 victories and 14 bowl 
appearances in his head-coaching career. That’s two more 
postseason games than the Jayhawks have in their football- 
playing history. 

Is this going to work? 

Well, it can’t get much worse. Last season’s three victories 
were the most in five years, and KU hasn’t been above that 
number since 2009. 

Athletic director Jeff Long, hired in July 2018, watched the 
football season unfold, then made the move. He’s known Miles 
since their days together at Michigan, when Miles was the 
offensive line coach and Long an assistant athletic director. 

Long’s presence in Lawrence made the decision to return to 
coaching easy for Miles. 

“My first impression (of Kansas) was Jeff Long went there and 
I knew I would be able to communicate with him,” Miles says. 

Competing will be the Jayhawks’ objective this season— 
maybe a “worst-to-not-last” campaign if you want to quantify a 
goal. But things will be tough for KU in Miles’ maiden voyage. 

Last season, Kansas ranked 107th in yards gained per play 
and 100th in yards per play surrendered. The Jayhawks are 
replacing their starting quarterback and three of the top four 
receivers. 

Miles’ top offensive weapon is sophomore running back 
Pooka Williams Jr., a recruiting coup who rushed for 102.3 yards 
per game as a true freshman. Although he was suspended by 
the program for a domestic battery incident last December, 
hopes were growing that he would be reinstated after entering 
a diversion program in March that would lead to the charges 
being dropped. His presence would make the running game a 
potent weapon for the Jayhawks. 

Carter Stanley has made nine starts at quarterback over the 
past three seasons and figures to start atop the depth chart. 

The top position group is the secondary, where Hasan 
Defense, Corione Harris, Bryce Torneden and Mike Lee have 
combined for 82 career starts. 

But the greatest experience belongs to the coach. If Miles can 
begin to reverse fortune in Lawrence, it will rank as maybe his 
greatest coaching feat. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 
Les Miles 


First year 
CAREER RECORD: 142-55 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Les Koenning (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
D.J. Eliot (first year) 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium 
CAPACITY: 50,071 
TICKETS: 800-34-HAWKS 
SITE: Lawrence, Kan. 
WEBSITE: kuathletics.com 
TWITTER: @KU_Football 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31_ Indiana State 
$7 Coastal Carolina 
5.13 @Boston College 
S.21 West Virginia 
$.28 @TCU 

O5 Oklahoma 

O19 @Texas 

0.26 Texas Tech 

N.2 Kansas State 
N16 @Oklahoma State 
N.23 @lowa State 
N.30 Baylor 


2018 RESULTS: 3-9 


$1 Nicholls (OT) 23-26 
S.8 @Central Michigan 317 
S15 Rutgers 55-14 
§.22 @Baylor 7-26 
5.29 Oklahoma State 28-48 
O06 @West Virginia 22-38 
0.20 @Texas Tech 16-48 
0.27 TCU 27-26 
N.3 lowa State 3-27 
N.10 @Kansas State 17-21 
N17 @Oklahoma 40-55 
N.23 Texas 17-24 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


87 


_06000_ 


CONFERENCE USA 
OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST DIVISION 
Florida International 


BOWL PROJECTION: Gasparilla Bowl 


Marshall 


BOWL PROJECTION: New Orleans Bow! 


Florida Atlantic 
BOWL PROJECTION: Bahamas Bow! 
Middle Tennessee 
Western Kentucky 


Charlotte 


e9o0ooc0o0g9e 


Old Dominion 


WEST DIVISION 
North Texas 


BOWL PROJECTION: First Responder Bow! 


Southern Miss 


BOWL PROJECTION: New Mexico Bowl 


UAB 


Louisiana Tech 
UTSA 

UTEP 

Rice 


0 
2) 
@ 
4) 
5] 
6] 
7) 


Benny LeMay ' 
RB, Charlotte 


Florida International head coach 
Butch Davis 


BOWL SUCCESS GAINING C-USA 
FOOTBALL SOME RESPECT 


BY MICHAEL GRANT 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


fter sending a record nine 

teams to bowl games in 2017, 

Conference USA settled for six 

last year. Still, there was reason 

for commissioner Judy MacLeod 

to rejoice. The league went 4-2 

in bowl season for the highest 
winning percentage in the FBS. Three of 
Conference USA’s four postseason victories 
came by 17 points or more, with the average 
margin of victory being 15.5 points. 

Neither defending division winner— 
Middle Tennessee (East) or UAB (West)- 
figure to repeat. Most of the intrigue might 
be in the East. It could be a three-team race 
among Florida International, Marshall and 
Florida Atlantic. As expected, coach Butch 
Davis has quickly stockpiled the FIU roster 
with plenty of talent. Marshall has a loaded 
young backfield led by quarterback Isaiah 
Green, the conference’s 2018 co-Freshman 
of the Year. And you can’t count out FAU. 
While the Owls underachieved last season, 
coach Lane Kiffin is still among the best 


STORIES TO WATCH 
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TRENDING 


play-callers in the nation. 

In the West, it’s hard not to like North 
Texas and Southern Miss. The Mean Green 
should have the league’s top player in 
quarterback Mason Fine. There is enough 
firepower, but one concern is the departure 
of offensive coordinator Graham Harrell to 
USC. Two guys will replace him. Former 
Eastern Washington offensive coordinator 
Bodie Reeder and wide receivers coach 
Tommy Mainord were named co-offensive 
coordinators. The pressure will be on 
to keep this high-scoring attack going. 
Southern Miss has key players returning 
from a formidable defense and the 
conference’s most accurate passer in Jack 
Abraham. 

There are two new coaches in the league. 
Western Kentucky went back to the future 
by hiring former Jeff Brohm assistant Tyson 
Helton. Helton helped make the Hilltoppers 
one of the most entertaining offenses in the 
nation a few years ago. He’ll have a major 
challenge because the talent level is nowhere 
near where it used to be. The other new face 
is Charlotte 49ers coach Will Healy, an Eddie 
Robinson Award winner as the 2017 FCS 
Coach of the Year. Healy worked miracles at 
Austin Peay. On paper, this job shouldn’t be 
as difficult as his previous one. 


How far will defending champ UAB 

fall? Coach Bill Clark won multiple 
National Coach of the Year awards after 
leading the Blazers to a school-record 11 
wins last season. But he must replace more 
than 30 players. 


DAVIS: JOHN RAOUX / AP LEMAY: WADE PAYNE / AP- FINE: ANDRES LEIGHTON / AP 


2019 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Gabe Brooks, 247Sports 2azsrorr= COMPOSITE 
me weer were zee 

= TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR  3-STAR 

=) SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS 4) 
@ FLORIDA ATLANTIC 33 (0) (0) 28 178.99 
@ MARSHALL 30 (0) (a) 25 164.55 
© NORTHTEXAS 23 (a) fe) 23 158.78 
© SOUTHERN MISS 26 (a) to) 20 154.94 
© MIDDLE TENNESSEE 25 to) (0) 19 154.43 
© vas 23 (o) 0 7 153.10 
@ FLORIDAINT'L 18 (a) (a) 17 152.57 
© LOUISIANA TECH 18 (0) () 14 151.36 
© WESTERN KENTUCKY 24 (a) (e) 7 146.59 
© UTSA 23 fe) (e) 7 143.24 
@ utTep 33 fe) fe) 8 131.98 
©® OLDDOMINION 33 (0) fe) 10 128.31 
© RICE 27 fo) (a) 10 127.77 
© CHARLOTTE 16 fe) (e) 5 112.69 


ALL-C-USA 


OFFENSE 

QB MasonFine Sr., North Texas 

RB BennyLeMay Sr., Charlotte 

RB Spencer Brown Jr., UAB 

OL LeviBrown Sr., Marshall 

OL MilesPate Sr., Western Kentucky 
OL BJEtienne So., Florida Atlantic 
OL Manase Mose So., North Texas 
OL SheaBaker So., Rice 

TE  HarrisonBryant Sr., Florida Atlantic 
WR RicoBussey Jr. Sr., North Texas 
WR Adrian Hardy Jr., Louisiana Tech 


DEFENSE 

Alex Highsmith Sr., Charlotte 
LaDarius Hamilton Sr., North Texas 
Jacques Turner Jr., Southern Miss 
Ty Tyler Sr., Marshall 

Sage Lewis Sr., Florida International 
Khalil Brooks Sr., Middle Tennessee 
Rashad Smith Sr., Florida Atlantic 
Amik Robertson Jr., Louisiana Tech 
Reed Blankenship Jr., Middle Tennessee 
Chris Jackson Sr., Marshall 

Ky’el Hemby Jr., Southern Miss 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jonathan Cruz So., Charlotte 
P _ AlvinKenworthy Sr., North Texas 


SSeesebG2E222 


ON THE RISE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


» After losing several close games 


in 2018, the Owls should be able to 
rebound and contend in the East. 


Will Mason Fine be the nation’s 
(2) most prolific QB? The North 


Texas senior is one of the top returning 
passers in the country. However, the 
departure of his offensive coordinator, 
Graham Harrell, could affect him. 


>» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


It would take an unbelievable 
season for North Texas senior 
quarterback Mason 
Fine to get into 
contention. And 
the nonconference 
schedule (Abilene 
Christian, SMU, 
California, Houston) probably 
won't help. But with nine returning 
offensive starters, Fine has a 
chance to put up outstanding 
numbers again. That might get him 
a few votes. 


ON THE WANE 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
: » The Blue Raiders could have 
a tough time replacing departed star 
quarterback Brent Stockstill. 


excitement back to WKU? The 
new head coach was brought back to at 
least be Jeff Brohm Lite. It’s a tall order, 
but Arkansas transfer Ty Storey might 
help at quarterback. 


RATING C-USA 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Adrian Hardy, Louisiana Tech 
The former Oklahoma signee is a consistent 
big-play threat and has been described as a 
phenomenal athlete by coach Skip Holtz. 


» BEST HANDS 
Ty Lee, WR, Middle Tennessee 
Over the past two seasons, Lee has 150 catches. 


» BEST PASSING QB 
Mason Fine, North Texas 
He’s only 5-11 but Fine plays big. He was ninth in the 
FBS last season in passing yards per game (291.8). 


» BEST RUNNING QB 
Tyler Johnston Ill, UAS 
The dual threat was second on the team in rushing 
(359 yards) and scored four TDs. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
DeAndre Torrey, Nort!) Texas 
Torrey scored 18 total TDs last year—seventh in the 
nation—while averaging 5.6 yards per carry. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
DeAndre Torrey, 5, North Texas 
Was fourth in the league in all-purpose yards per 
game (116.3). 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
TyLee, WR, Middie Tennessee 
Lee has the makings of a classic NFL slot receiver. 
He excels in space and could be taken in the early 
rounds of the draft with a good season. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Lexington Joseph, &5, Florida International 
Joseph might be the most celebrated running back 
FIU has signed in school history. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
BJ Emmons, 8, Florida Atlantic 
The former Alabama back played at junior college 
in 2017 and didn’t play football last year. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Sage Lewis, |B, Florida International 
He set school records last season with 132 total 
tackles and 83 solo tackles. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Lane Kiffin, head coach, Florida Atlantic 
Lane Kiffin remains the most interesting talker out 
there. 


» MOST INNOVATIVE COACH 
Seth Littrell, head coach, North Texas 
There's a reason why he’s one of the most coveted 
coaches out there. He's willing to try different things. 


» COORDINATOR(S) TO WATCH 
Bodie Reeder & Tommy Mainord, co-OCs, 
North Texas 
The Mean Green will have two coordinators 
replacing Graham Harrell, who left for USC. It'll 
be interesting to see if they can keep the high- 
powered offense going. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Dana Dimel, UTEP 
He'll need to show progress in Year Two after going 
1-11. 


» BEST FACILITIES 
Florida Atlantic 
FAU Stadium’s locker room has been revamped and 
is in the midst of $72 million renovation that will 
include a hydrotherapy facility and an underwater 
treadmill. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Tyler Witt, OL, Western Kentucky 
The offensive lineman owns a 3.71 GPA as a 
Mechanical Engineering major. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Lane Kiffin, head coach, Florida Atlantic 
Has a lot to say about football and other topics. 
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CONFERENCE USA 
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FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 
Butch Davis 
Third year (17-9) 


CAREER RECORD: 80-52 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rich Skrosky (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Jeff Copp (first year) 
Jerod Kruse (first year) 


STADIUM: Riccardo Silva 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 20,000 
TICKETS: 305-FIU-GAME 
SITE: Miami 

WEBSITE: fiusports.com 
TWITTER: @FiUFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.29 @Tulane 

S.?_ Western Kentucky 
S14 New Hampshire 
$.20 @Louisiana Tech 
O.5 Massachusetts 
012 Charlotte 

O19 UTEP 

0.26 @Middle Tennessee 
N.2 Old Dominion 
N.9  @Florida Atlantic 
N.23. Miami (Fla.) 

N.30 @Marshall 


2018 RESULTS: 9-4 


SJ Indiana 28-38 
$8 @Old Dominion 28-20 
$.15 Massachusetts 63-24 
$.22 @Miami (Fla.) 17-31 


S.29 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 55-9 
O13 Middle Tennessee 24-21 


0.20 Rice 36-17 
0.27 @WesternKentucky 38-17 
N.3__ Florida Atlantic 14-49 
N10 @UTSA 45-7 
N17 @Charlotte 42-35 
N.24 Marshall 25-28 
D.21_ Toledo* 35-32 
*Bahamas Bowl 


FLORICA INTERNATIONAL 


PANTHERS 


From the moment Florida International hired Butch 

Davis, most knew FIU would get good in a hurry. So, it’s 

not terribly surprising that FIU might be on the cusp of a 

conference championship. Last year, the Panthers set a 

school record for victories and won a bowl game for only 

the second time, defeating Toledo 35-32 in the Bahamas 
Bowl. 

Davis must now deal with expectations. With 18 players back 
who started at one time or another, FIU will be a favorite to win 
the East. Bowling Green transfer James Morgan was the C-USA 
Newcomer of the Year, leading an offense that was tied for 
first in the league in scoring (34.6 points per game). The senior 
quarterback set a single-season school record for TD passes (26) 
and his 2,727 passing yards were second most. He led C-USA in 
passing efficiency (157.6) and passing yards per attempt (8.4). 

Morgan was also aided by one of the best pass-blocking 
offensive lines in the country. The Panthers surrendered just 
eight sacks—the third fewest in the nation. They also had the 
league’s third-best running game (175.8 yards per game) using 
a committee approach with Napoleon Maxwell (684 yards, 7 
TDs) and D’Vonte Price (560, 5) getting most of the carries. And 
Anthony Jones, who played in only six games, rushed for three 
scores in the bowl game. 

The other skill-position players are highlighted by senior 
wide receiver Austin Maloney and sophomore tight end 
Sterling Palmer. Maloney (30 catches, 610 yards, 5 TDs) has 
been a consistent deep threat. Palmer was a member of the 
conference’s All-Freshmen Team. 

The defense is where FIU needs to make more strides. It 
was just sixth in the league in points allowed per game (25.2) 
and third to last against the run (192.2 yards per game). The 
team also lost star linebacker Fermin Silva, who elected to 
transfer after missing most of last season with an injury. Senior 
linebacker Sage Lewis is the top returning defender. The 
All-C-USA first-teamer was third in the league in tackles (10.2 per 
game). He also set the school record for tackles with 132. 

Davis is counting on his young defenders to take the next 
step. Lineman Jason Mercier, linebacker Rocky Jacques-Lewis 
and defensive back Dorian Hall were C-USA All-Freshmen picks. 
The Panthers will also add Arkansas transfer Alexy Jean-Baptiste 
at linebacker if he is granted an NCAA waiver. 

The biggest hurdle for FIU might be the end of the schedule 
with conference road games at Florida Atlantic and Marshall. 


5-YEAR RECORD 30-32 


48 5-7 48 85 9-4 
| 2014 | 2015 2017 | 2018 


CIS Ss 
CT: Conference Title » BG: Bow! Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB James Morgan’ (6-4, 213, Sr.) 
RB Anthony Jones (5-11, 215, Sr.) 
RB Napoleon Maxwell (6-0, 215, Sr.) 
LT D’Antne Demery* (6-5, 320, Jr.) 
LO Willa Pierre (6-2, 287, So.) 

© Dallas Connell* (6-3, 300, Sr.) 
RG ShaneMcGough (6-2, 302, Jr.) 
RT Devontay Taylor (6-4, 305, Jr.) 
TE Sterling Palmer* (6-6, 235, So.) 
WR  BryceSingleton (5-10, 193, Jr.) 
WR Austin Maloney* (5-11, 190, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE NoahCurtis* (6-5, 248, Jr.) 

DT  Tayland Humphrey* (6-5, 350, Sr.) 
Teair Tart (6-3, 290, Sr.) 

Josh Little (6-4, 260, Sr.) 

Dimitry Prophete (6-1, 230, Jr.) 
Sage Lewis* (6-1, 240, Sr.) 

Jamal Gates (6-2, 225, Jr.) 
Stantley Thomas-Oliver Ill* (6-2, 184, Sr.) 
Rishard Dames (5-11, 165, Jr.) 
Dorian Hall* (6-4, 190, So.) 

Olin Cushion III* (5-8, 176, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K JoseBorregales* (5-10, 206, Jr.) 
P Thomas Leo (6-4, 222, Fr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Zar srorrs 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES rae 
1 Lexington Joseph, "5 5» 

2 Brian Dillard, ©8 3» 

3 Kendre’ Gant, = 5» 


Florida International 
finished seventh in C-USA 
and 84th nationally in the 
247Sports Composite team 
rankings thanks to some 
athletic playmakers at the 
top of the class. Two-thirds 
of FIU’s signees came 
from within state borders, 
including the Panthers’ top 
three signees. One intriguing 
pickup from outside the 
state was athletic outside 
linebacker Ni’Kendrick Carter, 
247Sports’ No. 31 overall 
prospect in the state of 
Louisiana for the 2019 class. 
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DAVIS: JOHN RAOUX / AP; PALMER: LYNNE SLADKY / AP 


HOLLIDAY: MARK HUMPHREY / AP: GREEN: CHRIS O'MEARA / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 43-22 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB IsaiahGreen' (6-2, 212, So.) 
RB BrendenKnox (6-0, 223, So.) 
Will Ulmer* (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
Josh Ball (6-8, 350, Jr.) 

Levi Brown’ (6-4, 284, Sr.) 
Cain Madden* (6-3, 330, Jr.) 
Tarik Adams* (6-4, 285, Jr.) 
Armani Levias* (6-4, 257, Sr.) 
Obi Obialo* (6-3, 216, Sr.) 
Willie Johnson (6-0, 181, Jr.) 
Naquan Renalds (6-2, 192, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE TyTyler* (6-3, 251, Sr.) 

DY = MilanLanier (6-5, 263, Sr.) 

DT Channing Hames (6-5, 268, Sr.) 
DE MarquisCouch* (6-1, 249, Sr.) 
LB Jaquan Yulee (6-1, 250, Jr.) 

LB OmariCobb* (6-4, 226, Sr.) 

LB Tavante Beckett (5-10, 222, Jr.) 
CB Chris Jackson’ (6-0, 187, Sr.) 
CB KereonMerrell* (5-11, 176, Sr.) 
$s Nazeeh Johnson* (5-10, 192, Jr.) 
Ss Brandon Drayton (6-3, 198, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K —_ JustinRohrwasser* (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
P Robert LeFevre* (6-2, 200, Jr.) 


£22028°55 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Dante Walker, |= 5» 
2 Amir Richardson, © 5» 
3 Malik Tolbert, 9 5» 


The Thundering Herd 
ascended to No. 2 in 
C-USA and 70th nationally, 
according to the 247Sports 
Composite rankings, largely 
because of numbers. 
Marshall signed 29 players in 
the 2019 class, headlined by 
a couple of key additions on 
the offensive and defensive 
lines. The states of Florida 
and Georgia were critical for 
Marshall as they accounted 
for 11 of the 29 signees, 
including eight from Florida. 


MARSHALL 


THUNDERING HERD 


QB Isaiah Green 


While Marshall’s success wasn’t a surprise, the man 
leading it was. Wagner graduate transfer Alex Thomson 
was considered a major acquisition at quarterback. 
However, redshirt freshman Isaiah Green wound up 
winning the starting job. 

Green (2,459 yards, 15 TDs, 10 interceptions) was 
the C-USA co-Freshman of the Year. He went 7-2, beginning 
the season as a starter as the Thundering Herd adjusted to new 
offensive coordinator Tim Cramsey’s system. But due to injury 
Thomson took over for four straight games. After Thomson 
struggled, Green assumed control and kept the job, setting a 
Marshall freshman record by averaging 245.9 yards per game. 

The running game loses senior and Gasparilla Bowl MVP 
Keion Davis, but coach Doc Holliday could still potentially have 
C-USA’s best rushing tandem. Junior Tyler King (655 yards, 4 
TDs) and sophomore Brenden Knox (578, 4) both averaged 
6.1 yards per carry last season. Over a three-game span, King 
rushed for 485 yards and scored three TDs. Knox didn’t have 
acarry until November and rushed for 116 yards and a score in 
his first start—a 30-13 victory over Charlotte. He later added an 
eye-popping 204-yard effort at Virginia Tech. 

King and Knox will be running behind a veteran offensive 
line that adds former Florida State tackle Josh Ball. However, 
the passing game will lose standout wide receiver Tyre Brady. 
The top returning wideout is Obi Obialo (42 catches, 505 yards, 
4 TDs). Obialo had only one 100-yard receiving game last season 
but is expected to be the No. 1 receiver. Junior Willie Johnson 
and sophomore Naquan Renalds should take on larger roles. 
Renalds impressed during training camp last fall. Tight end 
Xavier Gaines (13 catches for 213 yards) could also emerge. 

Marshall’s defense is usually among the best in the league. 
Last year, it was third in points allowed (21.8 per game). The loss 
of team MVP Malik Gant (7.3 tackles per game), who declared 
early for the NFL Draft, will sting, but there should be other 
playmakers. Cornerback Kereon Merrell was granted an extra 
year of eligibility. Merrell, Chris Jackson and Steven Gilmore 
give the Herd plenty of options in the secondary. Another 
key player could be Virginia Tech transfer Tavante Beckett 
at linebacker. Marshall has been waiting for former four-star 
recruit Jaquan Yulee to become a dominant player at that 
position. This could be the year it happens. : 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Doc Holliday 
10th year (70-46) 


CAREER RECORD: 70-46 
STAFE 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tim Cramsey (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brad Lambert (first year) 


STADIUM: Joan C. Edwards 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 38,227 
TICKETS: 800-THE-HERD 
SITE: Huntington, W.Va. 
WEBSITE: herdzone.com 
TWITTER: @HerdFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 VMI 

5.6 @Boise State 

S14 Ohio 

§.28 Cincinnati 

O5 @Middle Tennessee 
O12 Old Dominion 

O18 @Florida Atlantic 
0.26 Western Kentucky 
N2 @Rice 

N15 Louisiana Tech 
N23. @Charlotte 

N.30. Florida International 


2018 RESULTS: 9-4 


$1 @Miami (Ohio) 35-28 
S.8 Eastern Kentucky 32-16 
$.22 N.C. State 20-37 


$.29 @Western Kentucky 20-17 
O5 MiddleTennessee 24-34 
O13 @Old Dominion 42-20 


0.20 Florida Atlantic 317 
N.3. @Southern Miss 24-26 
N10. Charlotte 30-13 
N17 UTSA 23-0 
N.24 @Florida Intl. 28-25 
D1 @Virginia Tech 20-41 
D.20 South Florida* 38-20 
*Gasparilla Bowl 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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6000 


CONFERENCE USA 


@ FLORIDA ATLANTIC OWLS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Lane Kiffin 
Third year (16-10) 


CAREER RECORD: 51-31 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Charlie Weis Jr. (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Glenn Spencer (first year) 
TEAM INGO - 

STADIUM: FAU Stadium 
CAPACITY: 29,495 

TICKETS: 866-FAU-OWLS 
SITE: Boca Raton, Fla. 


WEBSITE: fausports.com 
TWITTER: @FAU_Football 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 @Ohio State 


S7 UCF 36-56 
5.14 @Ball State 

5.21. Wagner 

5.28 @Charlotte 24-27 
O12 Middle Tennessee — 24-25 
O18 Marshall 7-31 


0.26 @Old Dominion 52-33 
N.2 @Western Kentucky 34-15 
N.9 Florida Intl. 49-14 
N23. @UTSA 

N.30 Southern Miss 


2018 Record; 5-7 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Chris Robison* (6-1, 177, So.) 
RB BJEmmons (6-0, 230, Jr.) 

LT = Maurice Robinson (6-3, 315, Fr.) 
LG BJEtienne* (6-3, 295, So.) 

c Junior Diaz* (6-2, 300, Sr.) 

RO Nick Weber (6-3, 295, So.) 

RT Brandon Walton* (6-5, 300, Sr.) 
TE Harrison Bryant’ (6-5, 240, Sr.) 
WR Willie Wright* (5-8, 155, Jr.) 
WR  Tavaris Harrison (6-3, 187, Sr.) 
WR John Mitchell (6-4, 220, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE  TimBonner(6-5, 225, Sr.) 

DY RayEllis(6-1, 285, Sr.) 

DT Noah Jefferson (6-5, 330, Sr.) 
DE Leighton McCarthy* (6-3, 205, Jr.) 
LB Hosea Barnwell V (6-0, 210, Jr.) 
LB Rashad Smith* (6-1, 215, Sr.) 
CB Chris Tooley (5-11, 178, Sr.) 

CB James Pierre* (6-2, 175, Jr.) 

S  QuranHafiz* (6-0, 185, Jr.) 

S = ZyonGilbert* (6-1, 180, Jr.) 

s Da'Von Brown (6-0, 185, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Vladimir Rivas* (5-10, 165, So.) 
P Sebastian Riella® (5-8, 180, So.) 


*Roturning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


Lane Kiffin’s second 

season was a major 

disappointment. Florida 

Atlantic was the 2018 
C-USA favorite but never came 
close to living up to those lofty 
expectations. 

Perhaps FAU can recreate 
the magic of 2017 when the 
Owls went undefeated in 
conference play. But success 
will be harder to come by 
without key players like 
running back Devin Singletary, 
linebacker Azeez Al-Shaair, 
tailback Kerrith Whyte and 
wide receiver Jovon Durante, 
all of whom either graduated or 
left early for the NFL. 

The Owls led the conference 
in total offense (482.2 yards 
per game) but still had issues. 
One problem was inconsistent 
quarterback play. Oklahoma 
transfer Chris Robison (2,540 
passing yards, 12 TDs, 12 
INTs) was named the league’s 
co-Freshman of the Year along 
with Marshall quarterback 
Isaiah Green. Robison passed 
for a school-record 471 yards 
with three TDs in a victory over 
Air Force. But Robison also led 
the league in interceptions. 

The Owls’ biggest challenge 
will be filling in the holes at 
running back for the league’s 
top rushing attack (242.8 yards 
per game). One key impact 
newcomer could be former 
Alabama tailback BJ] Emmons, 
who sat out last year due to 
academics after a stint in junior 
college. Arkansas State transfer 
Chauncey Mason could also 
figure into the backfield mix. 

Florida Atlantic’s top 
returning pass-catcher is senior 
Harrison Bryant (45 catches, 
662 yards, 4 TDs). The All-C- 
USA first-teamer led all league 
tight ends in receiving yards. 
He should contend for the John 
Mackey Award that goes to the 
nation’s top tight end. 

Defensively, Kiffin is on 
his third coordinator in as 
many years after the Owls 
surrendered 31.8 points per 
game in 2018. Former Charlotte 
49ers DC Glenn Spencer arrives 
to try to fix this unit. 


ee MIDDLE TENN. BLUE RAIDERS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

Rick Stockstill 
14th year (87-78) 


CAREER RECORD: 87-78 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tony Franklin (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Scott Shafer (third year) 


STADIUM: Johnny “Red” Floyd 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 30,788 

TICKETS: 615-898-5261 

SITE: Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
WEBSITE: goblueraiders,com 
TWITTER: @MT_FB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31 @Michigan 

S7 Tennessee State 

S14. Duke 

5.28 @lowa 

05 Marshall 34-24 
O12 @Florida Atlantic 25-24 
O19 @North Texas 


0.26 Florida Intl. 21-24 
N.2 @Charlotte 21-13 
N16 Rice 

N.23 Old Dominion 51-17 


N.30 @Western Kentucky 29-10 
2018 Record: 8-6 


Lost to Appalachian State 45-13 
in the New Orleans Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB AsherO'Hara (6-0, 196, So.) 
RB ChatonMobley* (6-1, 235, So.) 
LT Will Gilchrist (6-3, 276, Jr.) 
LG Angelo Owens (6-4, 293, Sr.) 
C — JoshFannin* (6-3, 266, Sr.) 
RG Marcus Greer (6-3, 285, Fr.) 
RT AmirLuckett* (6-2, 294, Sr.) 
WR TyLee* (5-9, 178, Sr.) 

WR Jocquez Bruce (5-10, 177, Sr.) 
WR ZackDobson (5-8, 170, So.) 
WR CJWindham (6-2, 200, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE  Tyshun Render (6-4, 254, Sr.) 
DY = Malik Manciel* (6-3, 255, Sr.) 
OT Jordan Ferguson (6-2, 291, J+.) 
DE Trae Philpots* (6-4, 244, Sr.) 
LB Khalil Brooks* (5-11, 206, Sr.) 
LB CodySmith (6-2, 222, So.) 

LB = DQThomas* (6-2, 215, Jr.) 

CB Gregory Grate Jr, (5-11, 187, So.) 
CB Teldrick Ross (5-11, 188, Fr.) 

$S —_ ReedBlankenship* (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
$s Jovante Moffatt* (6-0, 216, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Crews Holt* (5-11, 177, Jr.) 
Pp Matthew Stephenson (5-10, 217, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith’s All-American 


Middle Tennessee won its 
first C-USA East title last 
year, reaching the league 
championship game 
before falling to UAB. The Blue 
Raiders were powered by the 
Stockstill family. Quarterback 
Brent Stockstill was named the 
league MVP and his father Rick 
was C-USA Coach of the Year. 

Now comes the hard part. 
Brent Stockstill, the most 
productive QB in school 
history, is gone. His 106 
touchdowns rank 20th all-time 
in the NCAA’s FBS history. 

The Blue Raiders have 1 
starters returning, with six of 
them on defense), Rebuilding 
will be a challenge, but don’t 
underestimate Rick Stockstill 
and his staff. Middle Tennessee 
has won at least eight games 
four times in seven seasons 
with five bowl appearances. 

The quarterback battle 
figures to be interesting. In the 
mix will be sophomore Asher 
O’Hara, junior-college transfer 
Randall Johnson and redshirt 
freshmen Chase Cunningham 
and Chance Nolan. O’Hara was 
a backup last season. Whoever 
is at quarterback will have the 
benefit of throwing to senior 
wide receiver Ty Lee, who had 
71 receptions for 883 yards with 
seven touchdowns in 2018. 

One of the bigger issues 
confronting MTSU is a running 
game that averaged only 3.6 
yards per carry last season. 
The top returning rusher is 
sophomore Chaton Mobley 
(613 rushing yards, 5.0 yards 
per carry). Mobley showed a 
glimpse of his raw ability by 
rushing for 198 yards against 
Western Kentucky. 

Middle Tennessee’s defense 
might enter the season ahead 
of its offense. The Blue Raiders 
return three of their best 
defensive players: junior safety 
Reed Blankenship, junior 
linebacker DQ Thomas and 
senior linebacker Khalil Brooks. 
They led a defense that forced 
13 turnovers over its final five 
C-USA games. All-conference 
pick Blankenship was eighth in 
C-USA tackles per game (8.2). 
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WILDER: MIKE STRASINGER / AP 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
HILLTOPPERS B 


Tyson Helton returns to Bowling 

Green where fans hope he can 

recreate the Jeff Brohm magic. 
Helton 


was Brohm’s : * : 
offensive 2019 SCHEDULE 
coordinator and na ef 
5 ntra insas 
quarterbacks 57 @Florida Intl. 
coach when 514 Louisville* 
Western $.28 UAB 
05 @Old Dominion 
Kentucky was Oj2 Army West Point 
one of the most 019 Charlotte 
exciting teams in 0.26 @Marshall 
college football. N.2 Florida Atlantic 
N.9 @Arkansas 
From 201415, N.28 @Southern Miss 
Helton oversaw N.30 Middle Tennessee 
one of the “Nashville, TN 
nation’s highest- 
scoring offenses, 


averaging 44.4 points (sixth in the FBS in 
2014) and 44.3 points (third in 2015). 

Brohm, who coached WKU from 2014- 
16 before leaving for the head-coaching 
job at Purdue, inherited a great situation. 
Helton doesn’t have that luxury. The 
Hilltoppers collapsed under the two-year 
leadership of Helton’s predecessor, Mike 
Sanford, who went 9-16. 

Helton’s job will be to find a suitable 
quarterback. Arkansas graduate transfer 
Ty Storey, redshirt freshman Kevaris 
Thomas, junior Steven Duncan and 
sophomore Davis Shanley are all in the 
mix. They should benefit from the return 
of all five starters on the offensive line. 

Western has talent at the skill 
positions. Tailback Joshua Samuel (639 
rushing yards) averaged 5.3 yards per 
carry and was a C-USA All-Freshman 
pick. Wide receivers Lucky Jackson 
(50 catches, 552 yards, 4 TDs), Jacquez 
Sloan (31 catches, 495 yards) and Quin 
Jernighan (41, 437) are the top returning 
pass-catchers. 

Defensively, the WKU line could be 
special with ends DeAngelo Malone (6.0 
sacks) and Juwuan Jones (5.0) back. 


a 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 3-9 


COACH: Tyson Helton (first year) 

CAREER RECORD: N/A 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Bryan Ellis (first year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Clayton White (third year) 

TEAMINFO 

STADIUM: Houchens Industries-L.T. Smith Stadium 
(22,113) 

TICKETS: 1-800-5-BIG-RED 

SITE: Bowling Green, Ky. 

ONLINE: wkusports.com TWITTER: @WKUFootball 


CHARLOTTE 48ERS 


New 49ers coach Will Healy 
b worked miracles at Austin 

Peay, winning the 2017 Eddie 
Robinson Award as the National FCS 
Coach of the Year. After going winless in 
his first season 


at Austin Peay, - 
he guided the 2019 SCHEDULE 
Governors to 

if A.3) Gardner-Webb 
records of 8-4 a7) lgeApealechlan Stabs 
and 5-6 over the SJ4 Massachusetts 
past two seasons. ae @Clomeon 

: : lorida Atlantic 
To put that in 0.12 @Florida Intl. 
perspective, O19 @Western Kentucky 
Austin Peay had 0.26 North Texas 
two five-win N.2 Middle Tennessee 

: NQ @UTEP 
seasons in the N.23 Marshall 
previous 24 N.30 @Old Dominion 
years. 
Healy’s rebuild 


in Charlotte should be helped by 12 
returning starters. Leading that group 

is second-team all-conference tailback 
Benny LeMay (1,243 rushing yards, 11 
TDs). The senior is C-USA’s top returning 
rusher and ranked second in the league 
in all-purpose yards per game (127.1), and 
his 11 rushing TDs were the most ever at 
the FBS level for the 49ers. 

Sophomore Chris Reynolds (1,173 
passing yards, 6 TDs, 2 INTs) is coming 
back from season-ending ankle surgery. 
He will battle Evan Shirreffs, a former 
University of Miami player, and South 
Florida graduate transfer Brett Kean. The 
young wide receivers could be promising. 
Sophomores Victor Tucker (54 catches, 
712 yards) and Rico Arnold (22, 302) were 
both members of the C-USA All-Freshman 
Team. The offensive line will be bolstered 
by N.C. State transfer Philip Walton. 

Charlotte’s defense was third best in 
the conference in total yards allowed 
(337.3) in 2018. All-C-USA first-team end 
Alex Highsmith set a school record for 
tackles for loss (17.5) and was fifth in the 
league. Freshman cornerback Trey Bly 
is the son of former NFL Pro Bowler Dre 
Bly. 


—— a 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Will Healy (first year) 

CAREER RECORD: 13-21 

‘STAFE 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Alex Atkins (first year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

Marcus West (first year), Brandon Cooper (first year) 
TEAMINFO 

STADIUM: Jerry Richardson Stadium (15,300) 
TICKETS: 704-687-4949 

SITE: Charlotte 

ONLINE: charlotte49ers.com 

TWITTER: @CharlotteFTBL 


2018 RECORD: 5-7 


| 


OLO DOMINION MONARCHS 
Bobby Wilder in 2019. He £8 


2009 and helped usher the program from 
the FCS to the FBS. Since joining C-USA 
in 2014, ODU 


| The pressure will be on 


has had only one —— 
winning season, 2019 SCHEDULE 
and last year was 


A381 Norfolk State 
57 @Virginia Tech 
$21 @Virginia 


strange. As bad 
as Old Dominion 


was, it beat 5.28 East Carolina 
Virginia Tech and pB. Ean ala 
North Texas. 019 @UAB 
Wilder has 0.26 Florida Atlantic 

* N.2 @Florida Intl. 
revamped his Ag UTSA 
staff and also N23 @Middle Tennessee 
brought in 12 N.30 Charlotte 


junior-college 
transfers. The 
biggest problem last year was a run 
defense that was last in the league in 
yards surrendered (216.4), average per 
rush (5.2) and tied for last in rushing 
TDs (31). The Monarchs were also last in 
total yards given up (471.4 per game) and 
second worst in points allowed (35.9). 
Defensively, this year’s 
team will have to replace star 
defensive lineman Oshane 
Ximines (graduated) and 
defensive tackle Miles Fox 
(transferred to Wake Forest). 
Returning are linebackers 
Lawrence Garner (100 
tackles) and Jordan Young (75). 
The ODU offense will lean on senior 
tailback Kesean Strong (499 rushing 
yards, 9 TDs). The converted wide 
receiver is also a threat in the passing 
game (21 catches, 177 yards, 2 TDs). 
The Monarchs lost quarterback Blake 
LaRussa, who left one year early to 
attend divinity school. Former Michigan 
State quarterback Messiah deWeaver won 
a junior-college national championship 
last year. He figures to battle another juco 
transfer, Stone Smartt, for the starting 
job. 


a) 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 4-8 


COACH: Bobby Wilder (11th year, 76-45) 
CAREER RECORD: 76-45 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Brian Scott (11th year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

David Blackwell (first year), Grady Brown (first year) 
TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: S.B. Ballard Stadium (20,118) 
TICKETS: 757-683-4444 

SITE: Norfolk, Va. 

ONLINE: odusports.com 

TWITTER: @ODUFootball 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 93 


6000 


CONFERENCE USA 


FAST FACTS 


NORTH l 5-YEAR RECORD 28-36 


BG 

HEAD COACH = 
Seth Littrell ee ee SS 
Fourth year (23-17) MEAN GREEN SS S= S= >= 
CAREER RECORD: 23-17 SSS SS 

a es eeeeesCi“SiC 

—— EE Se eee 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: ie 
Bodie Reeder (first year) SS ee 
Tommy Mainord (first year) ns 8 1-11 - - 9-5 9-4 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 2015 2 2017 } 2018 
Troy Reffett (fourth year) IWINS | LOSSES| 
TEAMINFO CT: Conference Title + BG: Bowl Game 
STADIUM: A Stadi . as 
CAPACITY:30.850 2019 PROJECTED 


TICKETS: 800-868-2366 

SITE: Denton, Texas 

WEBSITE: meangreensports.com 
TWITTER: @MeanGreenFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31_ Abilene Christian 
$7 @SMU 

S14 @California 

S21 UTSA 

5.28 Houston 

O12 @Southern Miss 
O19 Middle Tennessee 
0.26 @Charlotte 


N2 UTEP 

N.Q9 @Louisiana Tech 

N.23 @Rice 

N30 UAB 

2018 RESULTS: 9-< 

Si SMU 46-23 
S.8_ Incarnate Word 58-16 
S15 @Arkansas 44-17 
$.22 @Liberty 47-7 
5.29 Louisiana Tech 27-29 
O6 @UTEP 27-24 
O13 Southern Miss 30-7 
0.20 @UAB 21-29 
O27 Rice 41-17 
N.1Q_ @Old Dominion 31-34 
N15 Florida Atlantic 41-38 
N.24 @UTSA 24-21 
D15 Utah State* 13-52 


*New Mexico Bowl 


QB Mason Fine 


North Texas kept its most important asset during the 

offseason in head coach Seth Littrell, who’s been a hot 

candidate for open jobs the past two seasons. Littrell 

reportedly turned down Kansas State and was in the 

running for the Kansas job. The Mean Green are coming 

off their best back-to-back seasons since 1977-78 when 
Hayden Fry was in charge. Littrell has guided the team to three 
straight bowl appearances in a short span of time. 

The Mean Green’s biggest loss? Offensive coordinator 
Graham Harrell left to run USC’s offense. To fill that void, 
former Eastern Washington offensive coordinator Bodie Reeder 
will join the staff. Reeder directed the FCS school’s offense to 
averages of 43.1 points and 528.2 yards per game last season. 
Reeder will run a UNT offense that tied for the league lead 
in scoring (34.6 points per game), was first in passing yards 
(306.8 yards per game) and second in total yards (460.5). The 
Mean Green offense might have C-USA’s best returning trio: 
quarterback Mason Fine, tailback DeAndre Torrey and wide 
receiver Rico Bussey Jr. 

Fine (3,793 passing yards, 27 TDs, 5 INTs) will be the leading 
candidate for league MVP honors. Last season, he won C-USA 
Offensive Player of the Year for the second straight campaign 
and owns most of the program’s passing records. It will be 
interesting to see if the senior’s performance changes under 
Reeder. 

Fine will have plenty of offensive help. Torrey, like Fine, 
was a second-team all-conference selection. The junior-college 
transfer seamlessly filled in as the team’s best back. Torrey (977 
rushing yards, 15 TDs) was fourth in the conference in rushing, 
third in rushing TDs and fourth in all-purpose yards (116.3 per 
game). His 18 total scores were seventh in the nation. Torrey is 
also a top-notch contributor on special teams, with a 27.5-yard 
average on kick returns that included a 96-yard TD against SMU 
in his debut. Bussey (68 catches, 1,017 yards, 12 TDs) was a first- 
team All-C-USA pick. He was eighth in the nation in touchdown 
receptions and fourth in C-USA receiving yards. 

On defense, the strength should be senior safeties Khairi 
Muhammad (67 tackles, 4 INTs) and Taylor Robinson (58, 2). 
Up front, junior-college end David Sow is expected to make an 
impact. Also watch out for juco cornerback Quinn Whitlock. 

North Texas’ firepower on offense should carry it into 
contention. If the defense can be respectable, this team could be 
looking at double-digit wins. 
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STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Mason Fine* (5-11, 185, Sr.) 

RB DeAndre Torrey* (5-7, 185, Jr.) 
Jacob Brammer (6-4, 270, So.) 
Elex Woodworth* (6-4, 288, Sr.) 
Sosaia Mose* (6-2, 301, Sr) 
Manase Mose" (6-1, 294, So.) 
Brian Parish (6-4, 276, So.) 
Kelvin Smith* (6-2, 243, Sr.) 
Michael Lawrence* (5-10, 181, Sr.) 
Rico Bussey Jr.* (6-2, 190, Sr.) 
Jaelon Darden (5-9, 165, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE CalebColvin (6-2, 270, Jr.) 

Bryce English (5-11, 297, Sr.) 

DE LaDarius Hamilton* (6-3, 255, Sr.) 
William LeMasters (6-2, 212, Sr.) 
Mike Linehan (6-2, 241, Sr.) 

Joe Ozougwu (65-3, 225, Jr.) 

CB Jordan Roberts (6-1, 173, So.) 

CB CamJohnson (5-11, 176, Jr.) 
Khairi Muhammad? (5-11, 185, Sr.) 
Taylor Robinson’ (5-11, 191, Sr.) 
DB Tyreke Davis* (5-10, 192, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Ethan Mooney (6-0, 199, So.) 
P _AlvinKenworthy* (6-3, 194, Sr.) 
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"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


Saar srorrs 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES fastens 


1 Deonte Simpson, \)" 56 
2 Grayson Murphy, 0.5 3* 
3 DeShawn Gaddie, ©8/5 3» 


The 2019 class marked 
arguably the best for the 
Mean Green since team 
recruiting rankings have 
been kept. North Texas 
finished 75th nationally and 
third in C-USA after leading 
the league for much of the 
cycle. All 21 signees were 
three-stars in the 247Sports 
Composite, Several signees 
at receiver, linebacker and 
defensive back could get 
on the field early as well as 
the top 2019 running back in 
Arkansas, North Little Rock's 
Oscar Adaway. 


2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


LITTRELL: MICHAEL WOODS / AP: FINE: ANDRES LEIGHTON / AP. 


HOPSON:ROGELIO V. SOLIS / AP: ABRAHAM: VASHA HUNT / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 33-30 
BG BG BG 
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CT: Conference Title + BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB Jack Abraham‘ (6-0, 204, Jr.) 
RB Trivenskey Mosley (5-11, 195, So.) 
Drake Dorbeck* (6-6, 320, Sr.) 
TyPollard* (6-6, 315, Sr.) 

Arvin Fletcher* (6-3, 310, Jr.) 
Bryce Foxworth* (6-3, 316, Jr.) 
Paul Gainer Jr.* (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
Ray Ladner (6-4, 225, So.) 
Quez Watkins* (6-2, 190, Jr.) 
Tim Jones* (6-1, 192, Jr.) 
Jordan Mitchell* (6-3, 202, Sr.) 


FENSE 
Jacques Turner* (6-1, 247, Jr.) 
Von'Darius Freeman (6-2, 339, Sr.) 
Demarrio Smith* (6-2, 264, Sr.) 
Nick Dawson (6-2, 240, Sr.) 
Racheem Boothe* (6-0, 210, Jr.) 
Torrence Brown (6-4, 255, Sr.) 
Ky‘el Hemby* (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
D.Q. Thomas (5-10, 200, Jr.) 
Shannon Showers (6-0, 170, So.) 
Rachuan Mitchell* (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
Ty Williams* (5-10, 163, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Briggs Bourgeois (6-1, 177, Jr.) 
P = Zac Everett* (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
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*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Zar srarrs 


RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Jaden Johnson, )5 5 

2 Luke Baker, )© 5» 

3 Khalique Washington, ©) 5» 


With a class largely 
concentrated on offense, 
Southern Miss finished with 
a top-four recruiting class in 
Conference USA, according 
to the 247Sports Composite. 
Southern Miss, which 
finished 81st nationally in the 
team recruiting rankings, 
signed Memphis QB Jaden 
Johnson, a former Louisville 
pledge, to headline the class. 
The Golden Eagles’ top 15 
prospects in the 2019 class 
could very well wind up on 
the offensive side of the ball. 


SOUTHERN Ml 


GOLOEN EAGLES 


CuUsA 
a» 


SOUTHERN yo. 


QB Jack Abraham i. 1 . 


Jay Hopson has been a solid albeit not spectacular hire 
since taking over the Southern Miss program in 2016. 
He’s had a winning record every season and reached 
bowl games in his first two years. While the on-the-field 
results are good, Hopson’s rough offseason this past 
winter makes you wonder. 

First, he tried to hire radioactive Art Briles as his offensive 
coordinator. Briles was fired as Baylor’s head coach amid a 
sexual-assault investigation involving allegations against his 
players. Then it was discovered that Hopson signed a junior- 
college transfer that had been accused of sexual assault. The 
school denied him admission. 

These revelations prompted Southern Miss athletic director 
Jeff Mitchell to issue a statement giving Hopson a vote of 
confidence. However, with this much friction over a highly 
sensitive subject, it’s natural to wonder about Hopson’s long- 
term status. On the field, USM’s new offensive coordinator is 
Buster Faulkner, who most recently was at Arkansas State in the 
same role. He is familiar with the league, having worked as an 
assistant at Middle Tennessee from 2012-15. 

On the field, Southern Miss has plenty of talent. The Golden 
Eagles return nine offensive starters, led by quarterback Jack 
Abraham (2,347 yards, 15 touchdowns, 10 interceptions). 
Abraham was the most accurate passer in the land last year, 
leading the nation in completion percentage (73.1). 

The Golden Eagles hope to have leading receiver Quez 
Watkins (72 catches for 889 yards, 9 TDs), who missed spring 
practice due to academic issues. One of the biggest areas of 
improvement will have to be a running game (112.6 yards per 
game) that was second worst in the league. Trivenskey Mosley 
(494 rushing yards) showed some promise, averaging 5.0 yards 
per carry. 

Southern Miss featured the nation’s third-best defense in 
terms of total yards surrendered per game (278.4). The unit 
should be good again with several key returnees, including first- 
team all-conference lineman Jacques Turner and second-team 
all-league defensive back Ky’el Hemby. They'll lead a defense 
that gave up the second-fewest points in the league (19.8 per 
game) last season. 

The biggest concern could be the nonconference schedule 
with road games at Mississippi State, Troy and Alabama. On 
paper, the Golden Eagles could be as good as anybody. Their 
season could come down to the regular-season finale at Florida 
Atlantic. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH: 

Jay Hopson 
Fourth year (21-16) 


CAREER RECORD: 53-33 
STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Buster Faulkner (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Tim Billings (first year) 
Derek Nicholson (first year) 


STADIUM: M.M. Roberts Stadium 
CAPACITY: 36,000 

TICKETS: 800-844-TICK 

SITE: Hattiesburg, Miss. 
WEBSITE: southernmiss.com 
TWITTER: @SouthernMissFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 Alcorn State 

SJ @Mississippi State 
S14 @Troy 

S.21 @Alabama 

$.28 UTEP 

O12 North Texas 

019 @Louisiana Tech 

0.26 @Rice 

N.9 UAB 

N16 @UTSA 

N.23 Western Kentucky 
N.30 @Florida Atlantic 


2018 RESULTS: 6-5 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
Si Jackson State 55-7 
S.8 Louisiana-Monroe 20-21 
$.22 Rice 40-22 
$.29 @Auburn 13-24 
O13 @North Texas 7-30 
0.20 UTSA 27-17 
0.27 @Charlotte 17-20 
N.3 Marshall 26-24 
N10 @UAB (OT) 23-26 
N17 Louisiana Tech 21-20 
N.24 @UTEP 39-7 
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@ (AG BLAZERS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

Bill Clark 
Fourth year (25-14) 


CAREER RECORD: 36-18 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bryant Vincent (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
David Reeves (third year) 


STADIUM: Legion Field 
CAPACITY: 71,594 
TICKETS: 205-975-UAB1 
SITE: Birmingham, Ala. 
WEBSITE: uabsports.com 
TWITTER: @UAB_FB 


2019 SCHEDULE 
IDATE OPPONENT 2018 RESULT] 


A.29 Alabama State 

SJ @Akron 

5.21 South Alabama 

5.28 @Western Kentucky 

OS Rice 42-0 
O12 @UTSA 52-3 
019 Old Dominion 

N.2 @Tennessee 

N.9  @Southern Miss 26-23" 


N16 UTEP 19-0 
N.23 Louisiana Tech 28-7 
N.30 @North Texas 29-21 


2018 Record: 11-3 [OT 


Beat Northern Illinois 37-13 in the 
Boca Raton Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Tyler Johnstonill* (6-2, 215, So.) 
RB Spencer Brown’ (6-0, 220, Jr.) 
LT Colby Ragland (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
David Galten (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
Greg Fecanin (6-3, 330, Jr.) 
Andrew Smith Jr. (6-1, 300, Jr.) 
Lee Dufour* (6-4, 310, Sr.) 

TE Hayden Pittman’ (6-4, 230, Jr.) 
WR Alec Marsch (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
WR Kendall Parham (5-10, 175, Sr.) 
WR Austin Watkins (6-3, 200, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 
DT Antonio Moultrie (6-4, 290, So.) 
NT Fish McWilliams (6-0, 320, Fr.) 
DT Garrett Marino’ (6-2, 290, Sr.) 
LB Adrienne Talan (6-0, 215, Sr.) 
LB Luke Brasher (6-1, 225, Jr.) 

LB Fitzgerald Mofor* (6-0, 240, Sr.) 
LB 
cB 
cB 
FS 
ss 
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Kris Moll* (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
Brontae Harris* (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
CD Daniels (6-2, 180, So,) 
Dy’jonn Turner (5-11, 200, Jr.) 
Will Dawkins (5-10, 205, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Nick Vogel’ (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
P — KyleGreenwell* (6-1, 210, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


The Blazers completed 

their resurrection from 

extinction by winning 

the Conference USA 
championship last season. The 
program that was shut down 
in 2014 but was reinstated 
and returned in 2017 is back 
to full strength. The architect 
behind this success is Bill 
Clark, who was named Eddie 
Robinson Coach of the Year 
for his efforts. He has been 
rewarded with a new contract 
that will eventually increase to 
$1.65 million per year, making 
him the league’s highest-paid 
coach. 

There will be considerable 
rebuilding this year at UAB 
with 35 seniors gone and 
only nine returning starters. 
The offense will have four 
regulars back—three at the skill 
positions. Leading the way will 
be sophomore quarterback 
Tyler Johnston III. Johnston 
was third in the league in 
passing efficiency (149.6) and 
can make plays with his legs, 
rushing for 359 yards and four 
scores. 

The linchpin of the offense is 
tailback Spencer Brown (1,227 
rushing yards, 16 TDs). The 
C-USA title game MVP was a 
workhorse again, carrying the 
ball 272 times. No other UAB 
running back had more than 
52 attempts. 

The challenge for UAB will 
be retooling the offensive line, 
where junior-college transfers 
Matthew Trehern and Sidney 
Wells and three-star freshman 
recruit Jayme Simmons could 
play early. 

The UAB defense was 
dominant. The Blazers were 
seventh in the country in 
scoring defense (17.0 points 
per game) and ninth in total 
defense (299.2 yards per 
game). Five starters return for 
this unit, led by linebacker Kris 
Moll (54 tackles, 7.5 tackles 
for a loss, 2.0 sacks). The 
secondary should be in good 
shape with junior cornerback 
Brontae Harris (11 pass 
breakups) and junior defensive 
back Dy’jonn Turner. 


W LOUISIANA TECH BULLDOGS 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Skip Holtz 

Seventh year (46-33) 
CAREER RECORD: 134-104 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Todd Fitch (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bob Diaco (first year) 


STADIUM: Joe Aillet Stadium 
CAPACITY: 28,562 
TICKETS: 318-257-3631 
SITE: Ruston, La. 

WEBSITE: latechsports.com 
TWITTER: @LATechFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A431 @Texas 

8.7 Grambling State 
S14 @Bowling Green 
$20. Florida Intl. 


S28 @Rice 28-13 
012 Massachusetts 

O19 Southern Miss 20-21 
0.26 @UTEP 31-24 
NS North Texas 29-27 
N15 @Marshall 

N23 @UAB 7-28 
N30 UTSA 31-3 


2018 Record: 8-5 


Beat Hawaii 31-14 in the 
Hawaii Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

J'MarSmith* (6-1, 226, Sr.) 
Jaqwis Daney* (5-11, 194, Sr.) 
Willie Allen (6-6, 342, Jr.) 

Drew Kirkpatrick’ (6-3, 311, Sr.) 
Kody Russey* (6-1, 285, Jr.) 
Ethan Reed* (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
DeVante Lovett (6-6, 290, Sr.) 
Alfred Smith* (5-9, 188, Jr.) 
Adrian Hardy* (6-2, 193, Jr.) 
Cee Jay Powell (5-7, 163, Jr.) 
Javonte Woodard (6-0, 194, Sr.) 


FENSE 
Milton Williams (6-4, 262, So.) 
Courtney Wallace (6-2, 309, Sr.) 
Ka'Derrion Mason (6-4, 291, Sr.) 
Willie Baker (6-3, 251, Jr.) 
Connor Taylor (6-0, 220, Sr.) 
Collin Scott* (6-0, 225, Sr.) 
Amik Robertson’ (5-9, 180, Jr.) 
LJarius Sneed* (6-), 191, Sr.) 
Bee Jay Williamson (6-1, 184, Fr.) 
Darryl Lewis* (5-11, 212. Sr.) 
James Jackson* (5-11, 210, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K _ BaileyHale® (5-11, 196, Sr.) 
P Brady Farlow (5-11, 184, Sr.) 
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Changes abound on 
defense for Louisiana 
Tech. Former defensive 
coordinator Blake Baker 
left to take the same position 
with the Miami Hurricanes. 
The Bulldogs have replaced 
him with former Nebraska 
assistant and one-time 
Connecticut head coach Bob 
Diaco. 
Also, how will the 
defense replace pass-rusher 
extraordinaire Jaylon 
Ferguson, the NCAA’s all-time 
sack leader (45.0)? The C-USA 
Defensive Player of the Year 
led the country in sacks (17.5). 
The Bulldogs were fourth in 
the country in sacks (3.46 per 
game) and 27th nationally in 
total defense (341.3 yards per 
game). Where will the pass 
rush come from this season? 
Junior end Willie Baker 
(6.0 sacks) could emerge as 
Ferguson’s successor. 
One way to help a 
pass rush is to have good 
secondary play. The Bulldogs 
have a premier defender 
in junior cornerback Amik 
Robertson, a first-team All- 
C-USA selection. Robertson 
led LaTech in interceptions 
(4) and was seventh in 
tackles (61). He was also 
third in the league in passes 
broken up (12) and tied for 
second in passes defended 
(16). Robertson and L’Jarius 
Sneed (3 interceptions) are a 
formidable cornerback duo. 
On offense, senior 
quarterback J’Mar Smith (15 
TDs, 10 INTs) has struggled 
with consistency. But his 
best big-play target is back in 
second-team all-conference 
wide receiver Adrian Hardy 
(75 catches, 1,145 yards, 6 
TDs). Hardy was 20th in the 
FBS in receiving yards during 
his sophomore year. The 
one-time Oklahoma signee 
is part of a talented group 
of wide receivers. Rhashid 
Bonnette (22 catches, 300 
yards) had a pair of 100-yard 
receiving outings before being 
limited to seven games due to 
an ankle injury. 


UTGA ROADRUNNERS 


Frank Wilson looked like e 
a star on the rise in 2016 ; 
when he coached UTSA to 

a5-3 conference record with a bowl 

trip in his first year. But since then the 


program has 
regressed to what i 
it was in Larry 2019 SCHEDULE 
Coker’s final 
A3) Incarnate Word 
season as coach. 57 @Baylor 
The hope is the S14_ Army West Point 
16 returning $21 @North Texas 
starters will be BS or EP 
able to lift UTSA O19 Rice 
football back to N2 eluae! AM 
ili E minion 
respectability. N16 Southern Miss 
The first N.23. Florida Atlantic 
thing that must N.30 @Louisiana Tech 
be fixed is the 
offense. The 


Roadrunners were last in the country 
in total yards (247.5 per game) and 
scored the second-fewest points (14.2). 
When you're that bad, there are going 
to be staff changes. Wilson promoted 
Jeff Kastl, who had been the wide 
receivers coach, to replace Al Borges 
as the offensive coordinator. Two new 
quarterbacks have been brought in: 
junior-college transfer Lowell Narcisse 
and true freshman Suddin Sapien. 
Narcisse is a former four-star LSU 
recruit. Junior tailback B.J. Daniels 
(322 rushing yards, 3 TDs) is the top 
returning back but averaged just 3.7 
yards per carry. And no returning player 
caught more than 20 passes. 

The pass defense was the worst 
in the league in efficiency (163.1). 
Opposing quarterbacks sliced through 
the Roadrunners for a 65.4 completion 
percentage and 25 touchdowns. Senior 
cornerback Cassius Grady is the best 
returning defender (4 interceptions). 
The defense hopes to get a boost 
from two transfers: senior linebacker 
Dominic Sheppard (ex-Virginia) and 
junior cornerback Antonio Parks 
(Arizona). 


Se 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 3-9 


COACH: Frank Wilson (Fourth year, 15-21) 
CAREER RECORD: 15-21 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jeff Kastl (first year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jason Rollins (second year) 

TEAM INFO - 

STADIUM: Alamodome (65,000) 
TICKETS: 210-458-UTSA 

SITE: San Antonio 

ONLINE: goutsa.com 

TWITTER: @UTSAFTBL 


UTEP MINERS 
fi The UTEP football program oF 


is about as low as it gets in 

the FBS. Over the past two 
seasons, the Miners are 1-23. That’s the 
worst run in program history. Things 
have been so 


bad that last year 
was progress. 2019 SCHEDULE 
They beat Rice to 
snap a 20-game as cage te st 
skid for their et rexee Tee 
first victory since 5.28 @Southern Miss 

: ©5 UTSA 
2016. Dana Dimel G19. @Florida Intl. 
knew his first 0.26 Louisiana Tech 
season as head N2 @Noch Texas 

. arlotte 

coach would be N16 @UAB 
tough, but he N.23_ @New Mexico State 
probably didn’t N.30 Rice 
expect it to be 


this bad. After 

that breakthrough victory, UTEP was 
outscored over its final three games 
127-55, culminating in a 39-7 home defeat 
to Southern Miss. 

The offense had the worst turnover 
margin (-17), threw the most interceptions 
(19) and allowed the most sacks (42.0) in 
the league. The Miners also scored the 
second-fewest points (17.7 per game) and 
had the second-worst total offense (307.7 
yards per game). The most experienced 
returning passers, seniors Kai Locksley 
and Brandon Jones, both struggled. 

The running game could be solid with 
Quardraiz Wadley (627 rushing yards, 7 
TDs) returning. 

The offense will also add junior- 
college tight end Luke Laufenberg, son 
of former Dallas Cowboys quarterback 
Babe Laufenberg. The younger 
Laufenberg sat out a year due to a 
leukemia diagnosis. 

For UTEP’s defense, the strength 
will be in the secondary with safeties 
Justin Rogers (53 tackles) and Michael 
Lewis (49). The Miners signed five juco 
defenders, three of them cornerbacks: 
Miles Banks, Robert Corner II and 
Duron Lowe. 


———E===e 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 1-1! 


COACH: Dana Dimel (Second year, 1-11) 
CAREER RECORD: 31-50 
STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Canales (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Cox (second year) 

TEAM INFO ~ , 
STADIUM: Sun Bow! (51,500) 
TICKETS: 915-747-6150 

SITE: E| Paso, Texas 

ONLINE: utepathletics.com 
TWITTER: @UTEPFB 


all 


ICE OWLS 


Despite not having C-USA’s 
worst record, you can make 


the argument that Rice was 


the league’s worst team last year. The 
Owls’ average scoring margin (minus 


17.1) was the fifth 

worst in the FBS. 

most points (36.0 
pergame) inthe 4. @Amy West Poi 
conference. They 54 Texas* 

won their first S.2\_ Baylor 

game—a 31-28 oa Ai Tech 
squeaker against 019 @UTSA 

FCS Prairie 0.26 Southern Miss 
View A&M—and ac Ps eres 
their last game N.23 North Texas 

(27-13 over Old N.30 @UTEP 
Dominion). All *NRG Stadium, Houston, TX 
but one of their 

losses was by 

double digits. 


Second-year coach Mike Bloomgren, 
a former Stanford assistant, is trying 
to build Rice with some transfers. 
Ex-Harvard quarterback Tom Stewart 
joins the team as a graduate student. He 
passed for 1,614 yards, 14 touchdowns 
and a pair of interceptions in nine games 
for the Crimson last season. Stewart 
could immediately jump-start an offense 
that threw for the second-fewest yards 
per game (174.8) in the league. He’ll be 
helped by junior wide receivers Austin 
Trammell (62 catches, 632 yards, 3 
TDs) and Aaron Cephus (40, 565, 5) 
and tight end Jordan Myers (15, 241, 

1). The offensive line will add Stanford 
grad transfer Brian Chaffin at center. 
He'll team up with C-USA All-Freshman 
lineman Shea Baker. 

The bright spots in last year’s defensive 
struggle were C-USA All-Freshman picks 
Prudy Calderon in the secondary and 
Treshawn Chamberlain at linebacker. 

Rice’s biggest challenge will be its 
opening schedule: at Army West Point 
and then games against Wake Forest, 
Texas and Baylor. 


Saar eS) 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 2-11 


COACH: Mike Bloomgren (Second year, 2-11) 
CAREER RECORD: 2-11 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jerry Mack (second year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Smith (second year) 

TEAM INFO. 

STADIUM: Rice Stadium (47,000) 
TICKETS: 713-348-OWLS 

SITE: Houston 

ONLINE: riceowls.com 
TWITTER: @RiceFootball 
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MID-AMERICAN 
CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 
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PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST DIVISION 
Ohio 


BOWL PROJECTION: Boca Raton Bow! 


Buffalo 


BOWL PROJECTION: Famous Idaho 
Potato Bowl 


Kent State 
Miami (Ohio) 
Bowling Green 


Akron 


60000006 


WEST DIVISION 
Toledo 


BOWL PROJECTION: Dollar General Bow! 


Western Michigan 


BOWL PROJECTION: Bahamas Bow! 
Northern Illinois 
BOWL PROJECTION: Camellia Bow! 
Eastern Michigan 
Ball State 


Central Michigan 


900000 


LeVante Bellamy - 
RB, Western Michigan 3 


Buffalo running back Jaret Patterson rushes against i 
Northern Illinois in last year’s MAC Championship Game. 
The Huskies rallied for a30-29 comeback win. 


INTO THE GREAT WIDE OPEN 


BY JASON ARKLEY 
Athens (Ohio) Messenger 


n terms of sheer unpredictability, 
2019 could be a banner season for the 
Mid-American Conference. 

A prohibitive favorite can’t be found 
in the MAC ranks next fall. Every 
potential division winner has a hole, 
stumbling block or tough schedule 

setup that makes forecasting the blue-collar 
league’s championship game tougher than 
gauging when the next lake-effect storm will 
roll through the Rust Belt. 

You could start with defending champion 
Northern Illinois, and why wouldn’t you? 
The Huskies plied a ferocious defense, a 
pair of dramatic comebacks and one of the 
most feeble offenses the program has seen 
in the last 20 years into a seventh division 
title in nine years last season. Northern’s 
30-29 comeback in the MAC title game 
against Buffalo gave the Huskies their second 
conference championship in five years. 

But NIU lost nearly every edge defender 
from the TFL-creating machine it had a year 
ago, and the program is now in the hands of 
Thomas Hammock, a former Huskies player 
who hasn’t coached in the MAC since 2006. 
An offensive revamp is in store. 

What about Toledo? The Rockets have 


STORIES TO WATCH 


TRENTING 


the league’s best recruiting over the last 
five years, return two top-flight backs, two 
experienced quarterbacks and could have 
four senior starters on the offensive line. 

But coach Jason Candle’s crew lost the 
interior of its defense. And that was with the 
Rockets being porous against the run a year 
ago. More importantly, perhaps the best 
receiving trio in program history has moved 
on en masse to the professional ranks. 

And the Bulls? A surprise 10-win team last 
season, Buffalo was hit hard in the offseason. 
All-MAC quarterback Tyree Jackson declared 
for the NFL, top receiver Anthony Johnson 
graduated and fellow flanker K.J. Osborn 
took a grad transfer to Miami (Fla.). 

Even the MAC’s model for consistency— 
the Ohio Bobcats of coaching stalwart Frank 
Solich—-have a bit of a reset in store. Ohio 
returns do-everything QB Nathan Rourke, 
but will have a completely new cast of 
characters at the offensive skill positions. 

Toledo has the most favorable schedule; 
it avoids Ohio in the East and gets both NIU 
and Western Michigan at home. 

Ohio looked like the best team in the 
league in each of the past two years but 
lost the one game it couldn’t afford to and 
missed out on a pair of trips to Detroit. But 
with much of the East in full-rebuild mode, 
the Bobcats appear to be well-positioned. 

The Rockets and Bobcats seem like the 
safest bets to meet for the title, but both have 
issues to overcome. 


@ The MAC's 
reputation has slid in recent years, 
thanks in large part to just two bowl wins in 
the last three seasons. It’s hard to see the 
league reversing that trend in 2019 with six 
teams looking at rebuilding jobs. 


98 2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
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2019 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Allen Trieu, 247Sports 2apsronr= COMPOSITE 
H ee eee eee re 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR 
SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS 9 )7 

@ TOLEDO 21 (0) fe) 19 162.01 
©@ WESTERN MICHIGAN 23 (0) (0) 15 148.70 
© MIAMI (OHIO) 29 fe) (e) 16 14714 
© oHIo 19 (0) (0) 13 138.11 
© CENTRAL MICHIGAN 23 fo) fo) 12 137.96 
© BUFFALO 25 (0) (0) 9 134.64 
@ KENTSTATE 25 te) 0 13 134.21 
© NORTHERN ILLINOIS 19 fo) to) 12 134.16 
© AKRON 23 O (e) 9 130.23 
© EASTERN MICHIGAN 28 te) 0 10 124.95 
© BALLSTATE 18 fe) 0) 10 122.89 
(8 BOWLING GREEN 20 (a) (o) 7 115.37 


ALL-MAC 


OFFENSE 

QB Nathan Rourke, Sr., Ohio 

RB LeVante Bellamy, Sr., Western Michigan 
RB TreHarbison Jr., Northern Illinois 
OL Luke Juriga Sr., Western Michigan 
OL EvinKsiezarezyk Sr., Buffalo 

OL BryceHarris Sr., Toledo 

OL JordanSteckler Sr., Northern Illinois 
OL Danny Godlevske Jr., Miami (Ohio) 
TE Tyler Mabry Sr., Buffalo 

WR Riley Miller Sr., Ball State 

WR JaydenReed So., Western Michigan 


DEFENSE 

DL AliFayad Jr., Western Michigan 

DL Christian Albright Jr., Ball State 

DL  JackHeflin Jr., Northern Illinois 

DL DougCostin Sr., Miami (Ohio) 

LB Antonio Jones-Davis Sr., Northern Illinois 
LB Kyle Pugh Sr., Northern Illinois 

LB JohnLako Sr., Akron 

DB Zedrick Raymond Sr., Miami (Ohio) 
DB JavonHagan Sr., Ohio 

DB Brody Hoying Sr., Eastern Michigan 
DB AlvinDavis Jr. Sr,, Akron 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Matthew Trickett So., Kent State 
P Michael Farkas Sr., Ohio 


ON THE RISE 
s WESTERN MICHIGAN 


» Aseason-ending injury to QB 
Jon Wassink sent the Broncos to four 
losses in their final five games in 2018. 
But in running back LeVante Bellamy 
and wideouts Jayden Reed and D’Wayne 


Eskridge, no team in the MAC has as many 


proven playmakers returning. 


They 
haven't won a MAC title since 
1968 but should again be the favorite to 
win the East. The defense has to carry 
the load early, but QB Nathan Rourke 
gives Ohio the MAC’s best playmaker. 


» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


No player in the MAC has a real 

shot at winning the award, but Ohio 
quarterback Nathan 
Rourke could 
nonetheless push a 
feel-good campaign. 
The Canada-born 
QB scoured 

North America for a scholarship 

opportunity three years ago 

and, after landing at Ohio, has 

amassed 6,427 yards of offense 

and 77 total touchdowns in two 

seasons. He's far and away the 

most accomplished QB in the MAC 

entering 2019. 


ON THE WANE 


AKRON 
aS » The Zips parted ways with 
longtime coach Terry Bowden in 


December and quickly settled on Tom 
Arth. Arth’s style and philosophy are a 
complete counter to Bowden's, which 
means a lot of growing pains are in store 
for 2018. 


Hitting the reset button. Three 

new coaches face major rebuilds: 
Tom Arth (Akron), Scot Loeffler 
(Bowling Green) and Jim McElwain 
(Central Michigan), who inherits one of 
the country’s worst offenses. 


RATING THE MAC 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
D’Wayne Eskridge, Western Michigan 
The 2018 class of MAC wideouts was perhaps the 
best in the league’s history. But Eskridge, and his 
20.4 yards per catch, is back. 


» BEST HANDS 
Justin Hall, WR, Bal! State 
The slot receiver had 5.8 catches per game in 2018, 
with most of his work coming in tight quarters. 


» BEST PASSING QB 
Jarret Doege, Bowling Green 
Doege was fourth in the MAC last year with 389 
passing attempts, but his 62.2-percent completion 
rate was second among starters. 


» BEST RUNNING QB 
Nathan Rourke, Ohio 
Rourke piled up 860 net rushing yards, 15 rushing 
TDs and a 6.4-yard average per carry in 2018. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Jaret Patterson, Buffalo 
Small, explosive and hard to find, Patterson had 
1,013 yards and 14 rushing TDs a year ago. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Antonio Jones-Davis, |.8, Northern Illinois 
Whether it’s shedding blocks or leveling 
ballcarriers, few show the natural gifts and instincts 
more often than the NIU linebacker. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Evin Ksiezarezyk, OL, Buffalo 
The Bulls’ big left tackle—at 6-6 and 315 pounds— 
has the frame, body type and experience to be a 
potential high-round pick in 2020. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Cameron Coleman, WR, Western Michigan 
The highest-rated recruit for the MAC in the 2019 
class, Coleman should plug in right away. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Quinten Dormady, 08, Central Michigan 
Once the No. 5 QB recruit in the country, Dormady 
played three years at Tennessee, throwing for 1,282 
yards and seven touchdowns with the Vols. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Alvin Davis Jr., DB, Akron 
No player in the MAC packs more big hits in a 
smaller frame than the Zips’ high-energy defender. 
» BEST INTERVIEW 
Chuck Martin, head coach, Miami (Ohio) 
Martin called the MAC “cheap” for not having a 
trophy for the Ohio-Miami rivalry game. 


» MOST INNOVATIVE COACH 
Sean Lewis, head coach, Kent State 
The rapid-fire offensive pace and willingness to try 
anything in terms of trick plays distinguishes Lewis. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
RonCollins, DC, Ohio 
For the first time in 15 years, Ohio has a new DC. 
HOTTEST SEAT 
Mike Neu, 8a!| State 
Neu has to show a jump after 10 wins in three years. 


» BEST FACILITIES 
Miami (Ohio) 
What sets the RedHawks’ program apart is its 
Athletic Performance Center, a sleek, modern, all- 
in-one building designed to fulfill most day-to-day 
needs for Miami players. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Dylan Conner, 8, Ohio 
Astarter at linebacker, Conner checked the boxes 
with a 3.97 GPA in Biological Sciences in 2018. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Woody Barrett, Q8, Kent State 
Kent State’s returning starter fills his timeline with 
emojis, videos and banter. 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH'S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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MID-AMERICAN 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Frank Solich 
15th year (106-75) 


CAREER RECORD: 164-94 
STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tim Albin (15th year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Ron Collins (third year) 
Pete Germano (first year) 


STADIUM: Peden Stadium 
CAPACITY: 27,000 
TICKETS: 800-575-2287 
SITE: Athens, Ohio 
WEBSITE: ohiobobcats.com 
TWITTER: @OhioFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31_ Rhode Island 

SJ @Pittsburgh 

S14 @Marshall 

S.21 Louisiana 

OS @bBuffalo 

012. Northern Illinois 
O19 Kent State 

0.26 @Ball State 

N.6 Miami (Ohio) 
N12. Western Michigan 
N19 @Bowling Green 


N.26 @Akron 

2018 RESULTS: 9-4 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1 Howard 38-32 
S15 Virginia* 31-45 
$22 @Cincinnati 30-34 
S.29 Massachusetts 58-42 
O6 @Kent State 27-26 
O13 @Northern Illinois 21-24 
0.20 Bowling Green 49-14 
0.25 Ball State 52-14 
N.1 @Western Michigan 59-14 
N.7_ @Miami (Ohio) 28-30 
N14 Buffalo 52-17 
N.23 Akron 49-28 
DA9 San Diego State** 27-0 
*Nashville, TN 


"*Frisco Bowl 


Mhld 


BOBCATS 


QB Nathan Rourke § 


Over the last two years, Nathan Rourke has spun away 
from defenders, faked-out linebackers, dropped timely 
play-action bombs and mined seemingly every yard and 
point out of Ohio’s option-based offense. 
Now it’s time to see if he can lift it up. 
Rourke, Ohio’s senior quarterback, returns in 2019 
as the most productive signal-caller in the MAC. But this time 
around he'll have a vastly different cast of supporting players to 
work with. Rourke has accounted for 6,427 yards of offense and 
77 touchdowns over two seasons as the Bobcats’ starter. Ohio 
averaged 40.1 points per game and led the MAC with 7.0 yards 
per play in 2018. 

But in 2019 Ohio will return no running backs with more than 
20 carries. Only two wideouts had more than three catches a 
year ago. There will be three new starters on the offensive line. 

Frank Solich, now entering his 15th season as head coach, 
hasn’t had this much youth at the skill positions in ages. There 
will be an open, yearlong competition at running back among 
sophomore Julian Ross, redshirt freshman O’Shaan Allison, 
freshman Walter Wilbon III and juco transfer De’Montre Tuggle. 

Junior Cameron Odom (30 receptions, 418 yards) leads a 
receiving group that will lean heavily on sophomore Isiah 
Cox (11, 309) and redshirt freshmen Shane Hooks and Jerome 
Buckner to contribute. There are three fifth-year seniors and 
two juniors on the offensive line, but only one is in the same 
starting position as a year ago. 

Ohio is coming off the two best offensive seasons in program 
history, but road losses in each of the last two years cost the 
Bobcats a chance at division titles. 

Maybe with a defense-first approach Ohio can get back to the 
top of the division. The Bobcats will be hoping that is the case 
early in the season. Ohio returns three starters in the secondary, 
including one of the best players in the league in safety Javon 
Hagan. Junior cornerbacks Jamal Hudson and Marlin Brooks 
were essential down the stretch in 2018 and return as fixtures. 

Ohio has to replace a pair of defensive tackles and two 
linebackers, but the Bobcats return every defensive end on 
the roster and have developed good depth in the front seven 
with relatively few hiccups. The group found its form down the 
stretch in 2018. Ohio gave up 31.0 points per game and 6.7 yards 
per play in the first seven games last season. Over the last six, 
Ohio allowed 17.2 points and 5.2 yards per play and capped it 
with a 27-0 shutout of San Diego State in the 2018 Frisco Bowl. 

Ohio will be good on special teams. Punter Michael Farkas 
and kicker Louie Zervos form the best tandem of specialists in 
the MAC. If the defense plays to form early and the offensive 
youth develops, Ohio should be the favorite to win the East. 


100 2019 STREET & SMITH'’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
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CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 
2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Nathan Rourke’ (6-2, 208, Sr.) 
RB O’Shaan Allison (5-9, 205, Fr.) 
T Austen Pleasants (6-8, 306, Sr.) 
LO Brett Kitrell* (6-3, 297, Jr.) 
Steven Hayes (6-4, 319, Sr.) 
RO HagenMeservy (6-3, 293, Jr.) 
Marques Grimes (6-6, 312, Sr.) 
TE RyanLuehrman (6-5, 240, Jr.) 
Cameron Odom* (6-1, 188, Jr.) 
Jerome Buckner (5-7, 164, Fr.) 
Shane Hooks (6-4, 184, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE WillEvans* (6-2, 250, Jr.) 

DT ColeBaker (6-2, 280, Sr.) 

NT BrianArp (6-3, 298, Sr.) 

DE Amos Ogun-Semore* (6-5, 235, So.) 
OLB Eric Popp (6-0, 233, Sr.) 

MLB Jared Dorsa* (6-2, 230, Jr.) 
OLB DylanConner* (6-0, 215, Jr.) 
CB Jamal Hudson* (6-0, 197, Jr) 
CB Marlin Brooks* (5-10, 167, Jr.) 
FS JavonHagan* (6-1, 210, Sr) 
SS  JarrenHampton (5-11, 190, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Louie Zervos* (5-9, 179, Sr.) 
P Michael Farkas* (6-4, 195, Sr.) 


° Lad 


5 


"Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
Zaa'srortrs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES Cre 


1 Denzel Daxon, OF 5* 
2 Tyler Foster, |= 3» 
3 Cannon Blauser, 0) 5» 


The Bobcats went to Florida 
and landed defensive tackle 
Denzel Daxon and running 
back Walter Wilbon III, both of 
whom had Power Five offers. 
From in-state, tight end Tyler 
Foster, offensive tackle Jay 
Amburgey, linebacker Cannon 
Blauser and cornerback Jett 
Elad are impact players. 

West Virginia native Thomas 
Aronokhale joins Amburgey 
in what is a great class of 
offensive linemen. Several 
junior-college recruits, 
including running back 
De’Montre Tuggle, should 
help immediately. 


SOLICH, ROURKE: MARK HUMPHREY / AP 


® BUFFALO BULLS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH: 


Lance Leipold 
Fifth year (23-27) 


CAREER RECORD: 132-33 
STAGE - 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 


Andy Kotelnicki (fifth year) 
Jim Zebrowski (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Borland (fifth year) 

TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: UB Stadium 
CAPACITY: 30,270 

TICKETS: 877-UB-THERE 

SITE: Buffalo 

WEBSITE: ubbulls.com 
TWITTER: @UBFootball 

2019 SCHEDULE 

A.29 Robert Morris 

S.7 @Penn State 

S14 @Liberty 

S.21_ Temple 36-29 
$.28 @Miami (Ohio) 51-42 
O5 Ohio 17-52 
019 @Akron 24-6 
026 Central Michigan 34-24 
N.2 @Eastern Michigan 35-28 
N14 @Kent State 48-14 
N.20 Toledo 31-17 
N.29 Bowling Green 44-14 


2018 Record: 10-4 


Lost to Troy 42-32 inthe 
Dollar General Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB 
RB 
tT 


Kyle Vantrease (6-3, 230, So.) 
Jaret Patterson* (5-9, 190, So.) 
Evin Ksiezarezyk* (6-6, 315, Sr.) 
Paul Nosworthy* (6-4, 288, Sr.) 
Jacob Gall* (6-2, 300, So.) 
Tomas Jack-Kurdyla* (6-4, 290, Sr.) 
Kayode Awosika* (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
Julien Bourassa (6-6, 255, So.) 
Antonio Nunn (5-11, 200, Jr.) 
Charlie Jones (6-0, 190, So.) 
Zac Lefebvre (6-6, 250, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE 
NT 
DT 
DE 
OLB 
MLB 
OLB 
cB 
cB 
FS 
ss 


Taylor Riggins (6-2, 245, Jr.) 
DeShondrick Foxworth* (6-1, 290, Sr.) 
Chibueze Onwuka* (6-0, 277, So.) 
Malcolm Koonce (6-3, 245, Jr.) 
Kadofi Wright (6-3, 210, Jr.) 

Matt Otwinowski (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
James Patterson‘ (6-0, 235, So.) 
Aapri Washington’ (5-9, 175, So.) 
Roy Baker (6-2, 200, Jr.) 

Tyrone Hill* (6-1, 195, Jr.) 

Joey Banks* (5-10, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K 
Pe 


Alex McNulty (6-1, 215, So.) 
Evan Finegan* (5-11, 197, So.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


The Bulls were the MAC 

East Division champs in 

2018 thanks to a vertical 

passing game that was 
second to none. 

Now Buffalo has to prove 
it can stay near the top with a 
different approach. 

Big-throwing quarterback 
Tyree Jackson left early for 
the NFL. Top wide receiver 
Anthony Johnson graduated. 
KJ. Osborn, the No, 2 option, 
took a graduate transfer to join 
the Miami Hurricanes. 

That leaves fifth-year coach 
Lance Leipold with a defense 
in need of a makeover and an 
offense in need of a tone shift. 

Buffalo will still have 
a big-bodied, throw-first 
quarterback. Vying for the job 
will be 6-3 sophomore Kyle 
Vantrease, 6-5 junior Dominic 
Johnson and 6-5 freshman 
Trevor Bycznski. 

The offense, however, 
will likely center around 
sophomore running backs 
Kevin Marks and Jaret 
Patterson, Patterson was a 
breakout star in 2018 with 
1,013 rushing yards and 14 
touchdowns in an offense 
that threw it more often than 
anyone else in the MAC. 

Left tackle Evin Ksiezarczyk 
could be the best in the MAC 
and will lead an offensive line 
that returns five players with 
a combined 87 career starts. 
Because of that experience up 
front, it’s probable the Bulls 


will be a run-first attack in 2019. 


That will only help a defense 
that will undergo a massive 
makeover in 2019. The Bulls 
lose three of their top five 
linemen, two of their top 
three linebackers and three 
of their top five players in the 
secondary. 

Included in the losses are 
the program’s all-time leading 
tackler, Khalil Hodge, and top 
edge rusher Chuck Harris. 

Buffalo likes the talent it has 
in place but will have to rely 
on sophomores to contribute— 
sometimes heavily—on each 
level of the defense and in the 
offensive backfield. 


@ KENT STATE GOLDEN FLASHES 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Sean Lewis 
Second year (2-10) 


CAREER RECORD: 2-10 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Andrew Sowder (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tom Kaufman (second year) 


STADIUM: Dix Stadium 
CAPACITY: 25,319 

TICKETS: 330-672-2244 

SITE: Kent, Ohio 

WEBSITE: kentstatesports.com 
TWITTER: @KentStFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A239 @Arizona State 
S77 Kennesaw State 
S144 @Auburn 


S21 Bowling Green 35-28 
05 _@Wisconsin 

0.12 @Akron 23-24* 
O19 @Ohio 26-27 
0.26 Miami (Ohio) 6-31 
N.5 @Toledo 34-56 
N14 Buffalo 14-48 
N.23 Ball State 24-52 


N29. @Eastern Michigan 20-28 
2018 Record: 2-10 | *OT 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Woody Barrett* (6-2, 236, Jr.) 
RB = Jo-ElShaw (6-1, 230, Sr.) 

LT Bryce Gibbs* (6-3, 284, Sr.) 
LG  JulianSams* (6-3, 260, So.) 
Nate Warnock* (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Nathan Monnin* (6-5, 270, Jr.) 
Mike Marinelli* (6-3, 275, Sr.) 
Adam Dulka (5-9, 218, Jr.) 
Mike Carrigan* (5-9, 168, Sr.) 
Antwan Dixon’ (5-8, 178, Jr.) 
Isaiah McKoy* (6-3, 182, So.) 


FENSE 

Dennis Wariboko (6-4, 250, Sr.) 
Dominic Hill (6-0, 277, Sr.) 
Zayin West (6-1, 246, So.) 
Nick Faulkner* (6-1, 231, Sr.) 
Dalton Hicks (5-11, 219, Sr.) 
Matt Bahr* (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
Kesean Gamble’ (6-1, 252. Jr.) 
Elvis Hines* (5-10, 172, Jr.) 
Miles Daniel (5-9, 166, Jr.) 
Keith Sherald Jr.* (5-9, 174, Jr.) 
Jamal Parker* (5-8, 177, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


Q g32a53° 


K Matthew Trickett* (6-1, 191, So.) 
P Matthew Trickett* (6-1, 191, So.) 
“Returning Starter 

Street & Smith's All-American 


The MAC East is 
essentially two parts right 
now: Ohio and Buffalo, 
then everyone else. 

The Golden Flashes, only in 
the second year of a big rebuild 
with head coach Sean Lewis, 
could be the best of that next 
group. 

This isn’t to say that Kent 
State—2-10 in 2018—is on 
track for eight or nine wins in 
2019. But it’s not hard to see 
the Flashes springing one or 
two upsets and being in the 
conversation of a division title 
down the stretch either. 

The reason for optimism 
is Lewis, who has jump- 
started recruiting for the 
northeast Ohio school, and his 
quarterback, junior Woody 
Barrett. 

Barrett, a former Auburn 
signee, proved to be a good 
triggerman in Lewis’ high- 
tempo, quick-throwing offense 
last year. At 236 pounds, 
Barrett averaged 61.5 non-sack 
rushing yards per game while 
throwing for 2,339 yards. 

Kent State returns its top five 
receivers—minus running back 
Justin Rankin—from last season. 
Slot Mike Carrigan, junior 
Antwan Dixon and sophomore 
Isaiah McKoy combined for 139 
catches for 1,552 yards in 2018. 

The Flashes, who lost four 
one-possession games last year, 
have a chance to flip some of 
those results with an offense 
that will only get faster and 
more aggressive under Lewis. 

Defensively, Kent State was 
a disaster. The quick offensive 
pace led to too much stress on 
a struggling defense. 

But the Flashes return four 
of five linebackers, three of 
its top four safeties and two 
of the top three corners. 
Linebacker Matt Bahr is one 
of the best in the MAC. If the 
Flashes can solve some issues 
on the defensive line, it’s not 
unrealistic to expect marked 
improvement. 

Kent State isn’t ready to 
seriously compete for a division 
title yet, but the Flashes are 
getting better. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 
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MIAMI (OHI) REDHAWKS 
ue huge payout gears vA 


Miami had 17 senior starters heading 
into last season but had to settle for a 


U The RedHawks never got 


6-6 mark. After 
starting 1-4, 
the RedHawks 2019 SCHEDULE 
finished 5-2 
as they began ASI _@lowa 

hz J Tennessee Tech 
building for 2019. 24 @cincinnati 

Coach Chuck S.21_ @Ohio State 
Martin, who’s 5.28 Buffalo 

oct oe 0.12 @Western Michigan 
entering his sixth O19 Northern Illinois 
season with a 0 26 Gkert State 
22-39 mark in ; 2 
: N13. Bowling Gree 

Oxford, will be N20 Rion ‘i 
looking to refill N.29 @Ball State 
on both sides of 
the ball. 


It'll start at quarterback. Miami will 
not have one QB with a completed pass 
from last season. Ex-Michigan transfer 
Alex Malzone entered the transfer portal, 
so Martin may elect to go with hotshot 
freshman recruit Brett Gabbert instead. 

Miami lost third-team all-conference 
QB Gus Ragland, its top two running 
backs, the left side of the offensive line 
and two of its top four wide receivers. 

Running backs Maurice Thomas 
and Jaylon Bester both contributed in 
2018, and receivers Jack Sorenson (742 
receiving yards) and Luke Mayock (319) 
are both experienced hands. Center 
Danny Godlevske leads an offensive line 
with 67 returning starts. 

The losses were greater on the 
defensive side. Miami will have a largely 
new linebacker group and secondary. 
Proven commodities are limited to 
tackle Doug Costin and cornerback 
Zedrick Raymond, with former four-star 
University of Virginia signee Mike Brown 
likely to play a role. 

Miami was one the league leaders 
on special teams a year ago—in every 
aspect—and punter Kyle Kramer and 
kicker Sam Sloman are MAC standouts. 


SSS 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 6-6 


COACH: Chuck Martin (Sixth year, 22-39) 
CAREER RECORD: 96-46 

‘STARR 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

George Barnett (sixth year), Eric Koehler (sixth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

John Hauser (fourth year), Spence Nowinsky 
(second year) 

TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: Yager Stadium (24,286) 

TICKETS: 513-529-HAWK 

SITE: Oxford, Ohio ONLINE: miamiredhawks.com 
TWITTER: @MiamiOHFootball 


L 


BOWLING GREEN FALCONS 


™ It’s acomplete reset at Bg 
~) Bowling Green as the Falcons : 
try to turn the page on Mike 
Jinks’ disastrous three-year run with the 
program. 
Jinks, fired at 
midseason last 
year after a7-24 2019 SCHEDULE 
mark, seemed 
. 4.29 Morgan State 
like a bad fit from S7 @Kansas State 
the start. S14 Louisiana Tech 
One of new S21 @Kent State 
OS @Notre Dame 
coach Scot 012 Toledo 
Loeffler’s first 012 Central Michigan 
choices was 0.26 @Western Michigan 
to tab Brian N.2_ Akron 
NI i (Ohi 
VanGorder—most = y, : Giseralf i! 
recently of N.29 @Buffalo 


Louisville—to fix 

Bowling Green's 

broken defense. The Falcons allowed 

a MAC-worst 40.0 points per game 

last year, and VanGorder’s blitz-heavy, 
risk-heavy style seems an odd choice for 
a defense that has some experience in the 
front seven but very little in the back end. 

But Loeffler got the job because of 
his experience with quarterbacks. He’s 
worked with Tom Brady and Tim Tebow, 
and it’s anticipated he’ll get the most out 
of returning starter Jarret Doege (2,660 
yards, 27 TDs). Doege and Loeffler will 
have some weapons to work with. Junior 
Quintin Morris is a good No. 1 option, and 
Washington State transfer Isaiah Johnson- 
Mack could be a game-changer. 

Running backs Andrew Clair and Rico 
Frye excelled when BGSU went to a run- 
first approach late last season and could 
be big weapons if Loeffler again leans 
into the physical, run-first offense that he 
employed the last three years at Boston 
College. Another sign that points in that 
direction is the signing of grad-transfer 
tight end Austin Dorris from Indiana. 

The Falcons are far from a quick fix on 
the defensive side. The team’s top two 
linemen—Josh Croslen and Kyle Junior— 


transferred in the offseason. 
a) 

F AST F ACTS 2018 RECORD: 3-9 
COACH: Scot Loeffler (First year) 

CAREER RECORD: N/A 

‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Terry Malone (first year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Brian VanGorder (first year) 

TEAMINFO 

STADIUM: Doyt L. Perry Stadium (24,000) 
TICKETS: 877-247-8842 

SITE: Bowling Green, Ohio 

ONLINE: bgsufalcons.com 

TWITTER: @BG _ Football 
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} f) ai h\ 
AKRON ZIPS 
Akron pulled the plug 
on longtime coach Terry 
Bowden after a 4-8 season in 
2018 and turned the program over toa 
local in the form of Tom Arth. 
Arth grew 
up in northeast 


a 


Ohio, went toa 2019 SCHEDULE 
Cleveland area 
private high A3\-etnos 

school, played $4 @Central Michigan 
and coached at S21 Troy 


5.28 @Massachusetts 
O12 Kent State 

O19 Buffalo 

0.26 @Northern Illinois 
N.2. @Bowling Green 


Division 3 John 
Carroll and then 
spent the last 


two seasons as N12 Eastern Michigan 
head coach at N.20 @Miami (Ohio) 
Chattanooga. N.26 Ohio 

Arth’s record 
at Chattanooga 


(9-13) will give some pause. But Akron 
took the dive with Arth regardless. The 
hope is some long-term growth—and 
then success—with a coach committed 
to recruiting locally. It may work, but it 
could lead to a lot of short-term pain. 

First, Akron must completely rebuild 
its defense. With the exception of 
standout linebacker John Lako and 
hard-hitting safety Alvin Davis Jr., the 
Zips don’t return much on that side of the 
ball. Defensive coordinator Matt Feeney 
will have a different scheme as well. 

Offensively, Arth preferred a short- 
passing attack at Chattanooga, which 
is at odds with the run-game/long-ball 
approach used by Bowden. 

Junior quarterback Kato Nelson (2,329 
yards passing, 303 rushing) can make 
plays but completed just 52.0 percent 
of his passes. He can be a weapon in the 
right offense, but is he the right fit for 
what Arth wants to do? 

Akron has few proven runners on the 
roster but junior wide receiver Andre 
Williams (46 catches, 649 yards, 6 TDs) is 
a returning deep threat. 

The 2019 season was going to be a 
rebuild kind of year either way for Akron. 


es 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Tom Arth (First year) 
CAREER RECORD: 49-21 
STAFE 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tommy Zagorski (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Matt Feeney (first year) 
TEAMINFO 

STADIUM: InfoCision Stadium (30,000) 
TICKETS: 888-99-AKRON 
SITE: Akron, Ohio 

ONLINE: gozips.com 
TWITTER: @ZipsFB 


2018 RECORD: 4-8 


CANDLE. KOBACK: DUANE BURLESON / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 46-19 


BG BG BG Cras BG 


9-4 10-2 9-4 11-3 


7 
rep) 


2017 1 2018 


E 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Mitchell Guadagni* (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
Bryant Koback (6-0, 193, So.) 
Cameron Bell* (6-8, 345, Sr.) 
Joshua Fenn (6-4, 285, Jr.) 

Bryce Harris* (6-3, 285, Sr.) 
Yazeed Atariwa* (6-4, 315, Sr.) 
Brandon Heidecker (6-6, 312, Sr.) 
Reggie Gilliam’ (6-0, 235, Sr.) 
Desmond Phillips* (5-10, 185, Sr.) 
Danzel McKinley-Lewis (5-10, 183, Sr.) 
Bryce Mitchell (6-3, 196, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE JamalHines* (6-2, 216, So.) 
NT = TyroneChambers (6-5, 325, Jr.) 
DT Nate Childress* (6-3, 292, Sr.) 
DE Willie Ross Jr. (6-1, 278, Sr.) 
OLB Jordan Fisher (6-3, 238, Sr.) 
MLB Daniel Bolden (6-1, 230, So.) 
ROV DeDarallo Blue* (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
CB  DeAmonte King (5-11, 175, So.) 
CB  JustinClark* (5-11, 175, Jr.) 

FS TycenAnderson(6-2, 185, Jr.) 
SS Kahlil Robinson* (6-0, 175, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K D.J. Wellons (5-10, 175, Fr.) 
Pp Bailey Flint* (6-4, 235, Jr.) 


Se5a58°S SES 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2 SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Justin Stephens, 1 S« 
2 Jerjuan Newton, “7') 56 
3 Micah Kelly, © 5 5» 


There is firepower coming 
in on offense for the Rockets. 
Running back Micah Kelly, 
whom several Power Five 
schools tried to steal late, 
and wide receiver Chris’Seon 
Stringer are talented players. 
Quarterback Dequan Finn is 
athletic with great intangibles, 
and Justin Stephens is 
a big, talented tight end 
who had Big Ten and SEC 
offers. Jerjuan Newton is a 
multitalented athlete who 
can line up at several spots. 
Offensive tackle Michael 
Bergen’s signing was a 
recruiting win over Purdue. 


TOLEDO 


ADEKETS 


i 
RB Bryant Koback 


It was a long time coming, but the Rockets finally broke 
through and grabbed an elusive MAC championship in 
2017. 

The comedown after was a bit more than Toledo or 
fourth-year coach Jason Candle anticipated, however. 


Toledo skidded to 7-6 last fall; it was just the second time in 


nine years that the Rockets failed to win at least eight games. 

The culprits for the relative slide were an injury to the 
quarterback and a defense that continued to get gouged too 
often. That QB—senior Mitchell Guadagni—returns and should 
win an open competition this spring and summer. 

Guadagni was effective last year in seven games before a 
broken collarbone ended his season early. He led the MAC 
in passing efficiency (162.0) and threw for 1,053 yards and 13 
touchdowns. 

And the Rockets developed a strong rushing game that 
should again be among the MAC’s best in 2019. Sophomore 
running back Bryant Koback (917 yards, 14 TDs) provided an 
explosive complement to junior Shakif Seymour (565, 5) last 
season. The duo will run behind an offensive line that should 
have four senior starters anchored in the middle by center 
Bryce Harris. 

The issues for Toledo next season are two-fold. First, can 
the Rockets refill the coffers at wide receiver? Gone are Cody 
Thompson, Jon’Vea Johnson and Diontae Johnson (early NFL 
entry), who gave Toledo the best trio of flankers in program 
history. They combined for 129 catches, 2,068 yards and 27 
touchdowns in 2018. 

Candle has recruited better than anyone in the MAC over the 
last four years, so there is talent waiting in the wings. 

But the other pressing issue is how does Toledo fix a defense 
that gave up 38.3 points per game in its six defeats in 2018? The 
Rockets weren’t pushed around every game, but they often 
broke down when pressed by run-first offenses. 

Toledo has talent in the secondary with safeties Kahlil 
Robinson and DeDarallo Blue, and sophomore Jamal Hines 
is a promising edge rusher. But if the Rockets can’t find some 
answers in the middle, the same problem from 2018 will linger. 

The Rockets will have a good schedule to make a run at the 
MAC West title, with Northern Illinois and Western Michigan 
both coming to town. Toledo also avoids Ohio from the East. 

The young talent on offense should prevent too big of a 
dip in production. It’s not a sure thing by any means, but the 


Rockets are positioned to challenge for a title with just moderate 


defensive improvement. 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 
Jason Candle 
Fourth year (28-13) 


CAREER RECORD: 28-13 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Wright (fourth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian George (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Glass Bowl 
CAPACITY: 26,248 
TICKETS: 419-530-GOLD 
SITE: Toledo, Ohio 
WEBSITE: utrockets.com 
TWITTER: @ToledoFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 @Kentucky 

$14 Murray State 

$.21. @Colorado State 
$.28 BYU 

O.5 Western Michigan 
012 @Bowling Green 
O19 @Ball State 

0.26 Eastern Michigan 
N.S Kent State 

N13. Northern Illinois 
N.20 @Buffalo 

N.29. @Central Michigan 


2018 RESULTS: 7-6 


S. VMI 66-3 
S15 Miami (Fla.) 24-49 
$.22 Nevada 63-44 
S.29 @Fresno State 27-49 
0.6 Bowling Green 52-36 
013 @Eastern Michigan 26-28 
0.20 Buffalo 17-31 
0.25 @Western Michigan 51-24 
0.31 Ball State 45-13 
N.7 @Northern Illinois 15-38 
N1S @Kent State 56-34 


N.23. Central Michigan 51-13 
D.21_ Floridainternational* 32-35 


*Bahamas Bowl 
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MID-AMERICAN 


& WEGT. MICHIGAN BRONCOS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Tim Lester 

Third year (13-12) 
CAREER RECORD: 53-35 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jake Moreland (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Lou Esposito (third year) 


STADIUM: Waldo Stadium 
CAPACITY: 30,200 
TICKETS: 888-4-WMU-TIX 
SITE: Kalamazoo, Mich, 
WEBSITE: wmubroncos.com 
TWITTER: @WMU Football 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 Monmouth 
S.7 | @Michigan State 


5.14 Georgia State 34-15. 
S.21. @Syracuse 42-55 
$.28 Central Michigan 35-10 
O5 @Toledo 24-51 
Q.12 Miami (Ohio) 40-39 
O19 @Eastern Michigan 27-24 
0.26 Bowling Green 42-35 
N.5 Ball State 41-42" 
N12. @Ohio 14-59 
N.26 @Northern Illinois 28-21 


2018 Record; 7-6 | *OT 


Lost to BYU 49-18 in the 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Jon Wassink’ (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
LeVante Bellamy’ (5-9, 185, Sr.) 
Jaylon Moore* (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
Mike Caliendo® (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
Alex Keys (6-1, 285, Sr.) 

Luke Juriga® (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
Spencer Kanz (6-6, 295, Jr.) 
Giovanni Ricci (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
Jayden Reed* (6-0, 170, So.) 
D'Wayne Eskridge* (5-9, 185, Sr.) 
Jaylen Hall* (6-4, 170, So.) 


FENSE 

Ali Fayad’* (6-2, 240, Jr.) 

Wesley French (6-5, 295, Sr.) 
Ralph Holley (6-2, 275, Jr.) 
Antonio Balabani* (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
Alex Grace® (6-1, 220, Sr.) 

MALE. Drake Spears* (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
NajeeClayton* (6-2, 220, Sr.) 
Stefan Claiborne’ (6-2, 190, Sr.) 
Anton Curtis (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
Justin Tranquill* (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
A.J. Thomas* (6-3, 195, Jr.) 


PECIALISTS 
Gavin Peddie* (6-0, 175, So.) 
Nick Mihalic* (5-11, 170, So.) 


¢RUGREERRSARD Segnes°scge 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Tim Lester has done an 

admirable job of holding 

the Broncos firmly 

in the “competitive” 
category after the departure 
of predecessor P.J. Fleck—the 
author of a 13-1 season in 2016. 

Now it’s time to see if he can 
elevate Western Michigan to 
similar heights. 

The Broncos finished 
7-6 in 2018 after dropping 
four of their last five games. 
The downfall came after 
quarterback Jon Wassink was 
lost for the season to an injury. 

But Wassink and sophomore 
Kaleb Eleby, who filled in and 
is the future at the position, 
both return. Also back are 
the Broncos’ top three wide 
receivers, including sophomore 
Jayden Reed (56 catches, 797 
yards, 8 TDs) and big-play 
threat D’Wayne Eskridge (20.4 
yards per catch). 

Western returns five 
offensive linemen with starting 
experience, led by All-MAC 
guard Luke Juriga. And senior 
running back LeVante Bellamy 
(1,228 rushing yards, 6.0 
average) is as good a back as 
you'll find in the conference. 

No team in the MAC will 
have the potential offense in 
place that the Broncos could, 
in theory, wield. The defense 
remains a different story. 

Defensive coordinator Lou 
Esposito will return five of 
the front seven. The Broncos 
blitzed more than any team in 
the league last year, but they 
often paid for it. 

Western gave up 34.5 points 
per game and opposing passers 
completed 79.1 percent of their 
throws over the last month of 
the season. 

Defensive end Ali Fayad 
will be one of the better pass 
rushers in the MAC, and 
linebackers Alex Grace, Drake 
Spears and Najee Clayton will 
help WMU remain stout against 
the run. 

The Broncos are capable of 
winning some shootouts. But if 
they can avoid those, Lester’s 
troops could score a division 
title. 


4 NORTHERN ILLINOIS HUSKIES 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 

Thomas Hammock 
First year 

STAFE - 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Eric Eidsness (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Derrick Jackson (first year) 
Robert Wimberly (first year) 
TEAM INFO 

STADIUM: Huskie Stadium 
CAPACITY: 24,000 

TICKETS: 815-753-PACK 

SITE: DeKalb, Ill. 

WEBSITE: niuhuskies.com 
TWITTER: @NIU_Football 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 Mlinois State 


$7 @Utah 617 
$14 @Nebraska 

$.28 @Vanderbllt 

O.5 Ball State 24-16 
0.12 @Ohio 24-21 
0.19 @Miami (Ohio) 713 
0.26 Akron 36-26 
N.2 @Central Michigan 24-16 
N13 @Toledo 38-15 
N19 Eastern Michigan 26-23° 
N.26 Western Michigan 21-28 


2018 Record: 8-6 | "30T 


Lost to UAB 37-13 in the 
Boca Raton Bow! 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Marcus Childers* (6-0, 222, Jr.) 
Tre Harbison* (5-11, 227, Jr.) 
Isaac Hawn (6-6, 303, Jr.) 
Brayden Patton* (6-4, 306, Jr.) 
Austin Warner (6-4, 291, Jr.) 
Nathan Veloz* (6-5, 319, Sr.) 
Jordan Steckler* (6-5, 306, Sr.) 
Corey Lersch (6-2, 244, Jr.) 
Spencer Tears’ (6-1, 198, Sr.) 
Dennis Robinson (6-5, 214, So.) 
Cole Tucker (6-2, 193, So.) 


EFENSE 

Matt Lorbeck (6-3, 247, Jr.) 

Ben LeRoy* (6-3, 302, Sr.) 

Jack Heflin (6-3, 284, Jr.) 

Quintin Wynne (6-), 240, Sr.) 
Antonio Jones-Davis* (5-11, 226, Sr.) 
MLB Kyle Pugh’ (6-0, 235, Sr.) 

OLB Lance Deveaux Jr.* (5-11, 211, Sr.) 
CB  JalenMecKie (5-7, 169, So.) 

CB Antwain Walker (6-1, 190, So.) 

FS TrayshonFoster* (6-0, 201, Sr.) 

SS Mykelti Williams’ (5-11, 208, Sr.) 
S 


PECIALISTS 
K John Richardson (5-11, 190, Fr.) 
P Matt Ference (5-11, 198, Jr.) 
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"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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Northern Illinois, by its 
usual standards, had a bad 
offense in 2018. 

However, it was still 
good enough to claim another 
MAC championship for the 
Huskies, as NIU created 
havoc plays defensively at an 
unprecedented rate. 

But 2019 will be a season 
of change at NIU. Rod Carey 
moved on to take over as head 
coach at Temple, and former 
Husky running back Thomas 
Hammock was tapped to lead 
the program forward. 

Hammock, who spent the 
last five years as the Baltimore 
Ravens’ running backs coach, 
will put his own stamp on an 
offense that was often plodding 
and ineffective in the passing 
game last season. The Huskies 
have the pieces to make strides 
there in 2019. 

Junior running back Tre 
Harbison (1,034 rushing 
yards, 5.0 average) was a solid 
workhorse back, and junior QB 
Marcus Childers (2,175 passing 
yards, 15 TDs) was a good fit as 
a dual threat in Carey’s offense. 
The question now is whether 
either will be a good fit for 
what Hammock wants moving 
forward. 

Defensively, NIU won’t 
approach the sack total (50.0) 
from a year ago but will remain 
one of the MAC’s best defenses. 
End Sutton Smith (56.0 tackles 
for loss, 29.0 sacks the last two 
years) left for the pros, and 
the Huskies have to replace a 
starting pair of cornerbacks and 
two other rush ends. 

But Northern will be tough 
to budge out of the box. 
Defensive tackles Jack Heflin 
and Ben LeRoy are two of the 
MAC's best, and linebackers 
Antonio Jones-Davis, Kyle Pugh 
and Lance Deveaux Jr. are the 
best group in the conference. 
Senior safeties Mykelti Williams 
and Trayshon Foster handle 
the back end. 

The Huskies won’t be far 
from the top in the West, and 
if they can find a difference- 
maker on the outside they 
might be the best once again. 


CREIGHTON: DUANE C BURLESON / AP 


ul Coach Chris Creighton 
in the MAC West Division. 


has done a fabulous job of 
Eastern Michigan was one overtime 


EASTERN MICHIGAN EAGLES 


Illinois away 
from winning the 2019 SCHEDULE 
division a year 
4.31 @Coastal Carolina 
ago. The Eagles 57. @Kentucky 
were 7-6 in 2018, S14 @lllinois 
with four losses $.21 Central Conn. State 
Q5 @Central Michigan 
by a total of 16 O12 Ball State 
combined points. O19 Western Michigan 
As is, EMU has 0.26 @Toledo 
N2 Buffalo 
been to two bowl Ni2. @Akron 
games in the last N.9_@Northern Illinois 
three years. N.29 Kent State 
But 2019 will 
be a challenge. 


Dual-threat quarterback Mike Glass III 
returns after splitting reps last season, 
and the passing game will have some 
pieces in place with senior wideouts 
Arthur Jackson III (46 catches, 592 yards) 
and Mathew Sexton (37, 419). 

In the secondary, seniors Brody 
Hoying and Vince Calhoun 
give EMU the best safety 
tandem in the league. 
Corners Kevin McGill and 
Freddie McGee III are also 
back. 

But the pass rush and 
overall interior defense 
were gutted by graduation. Creighton 
tried to refill quickly by bringing in five 
junior-college transfers, but EMU will 
desperately miss the pass-rush combo of 
Maxx Crosby and Jeremiah Harris—12.5 
sacks and 26.5 tackles for loss combined. 

Running back Shaq Vann got a sixth 
year of eligibility via a medical waiver, 
and three-star recruit John Branham 
Jr. joins the backfield. If the run game 
can take a step forward, it would help 
alleviate pressure on a defense that could 
be scrambling for answers in the front 
seven. 


oe 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 7-6 


COACH: Chris Creighton (Sixth year, 22-40) 
CAREER RECORD: 161-86 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Aaron Keen (third year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Neal Neathery (fourth year) 

STADIUM: Rynearson Stadium (30,200) 
TICKETS: 734-487-3669 
SITE: Ypsilanti, Mich. 
ONLINE: emueagles.com 
TWITTER: @EMUFB 


(Lostto Georgia 
Southern inthe 
Camellia Bowl, 23-21) 


HALL STATE CARDINALS 


It was another year beset 
by injuries and marred by 
a fade pockmarked with : 
blowout losses for Ball State in 
2018. 
And now 
fourth-year coach 
Mike Neu (10-26) 2019 SCHEDULE 
will have to forge 
; A.31 Indiana* 
ahead with a So teed ent 
new offensive S14. Florida Atlantic 
backfield. 5.21 @N.C. State 
Quarterback O5 @Northern Illinois 


: 0.12 @Eastern Michi: 
Riley Neal tooka 019 —— innate 


graduate transfer 0. 26 Obie —_ 

a lestern Michigan 
is Vanderbilt, N16 Central Michigan 
and top running N23 @Kent State 
back James N.29 Miami (Ohio) 
Gilbert did the ‘indianapolis 
same (Kansas 


State). It robbed 

the Cardinals of two potential cogs in 
an offense that was starting to build 
something. 

Wide receivers Riley Miller (878 
yards), Justin Hall (5.8 catches per 
game) and Yo’Heinz Tyler (16.1 yards 
per catch) will form the core for Ball 
State’s pass-first offense. Running backs 
Malik Dunner and Caleb Huntley spelled 
Gilbert a year ago, and grad transfer 
Walter Fletcher (1,624 yards at Division 2 
Edinboro) will give the Cardinals plenty 
of options. 

The key to the offense will be 
quarterback Drew Plitt, a junior who 
completed 64.9 percent of his passes last 
season, 

Ball State has experience back in the 
front seven defensively, and linebackers 
Ray Wilborn and Christian Albright 
(combined 18.5 tackles for loss, 8.5 sacks, 
6 forced fumbles) give the Cardinals a 
pair of potential playmakers. 

Ball State struggled against the run 
with a 3-4 front in 2018, and without an 
influx of size along the defensive line it 
appears that will be an issue again this 
fall. 


ee tl 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 4-8 


COACH: Mike Neu (Fourth year, 10-26) 
CAREER RECORD: 10-26 

STAB 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Joey Lynch (sixth year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

David Elson ils year), Tyler Stockton tire yee 
TEAM INFO- 

STADIUM: Scheumann Stadium n (22, 500) 
TICKETS: 765-285-1474 

SITE: Muncie, Ind. 

ONLINE: ballstatesports.com 

TWITTER: @BallStateFB 


—- 7 


CENT. MICHIGAN CHIPPEWAS 
b Jim McElwain takes over Z 


in Mount Pleasant with a 
background as diverse as any 


coach in program history. 

He’s had stints as the head coach at 
Colorado State 
and in the SEC 
at Florida. He’s 2019 SCHEDULE 
been an assistant 

sour A.29 Albany 

at Louisville and 57 @Wisconsin 
Alabama. He S14 Akron 
spent 2018 as S2t Sion Fie) : 

. r tern Mi jan 
an assistant at OS Eastern Michigan 
Michigan. 0.12 New Mexico State 

McElwain will oe Pai cig Green 
} oO 
tap on all that N2._Northern illinois 
experience to N16. @Ball State 
rejuvenate the N.29 Toledo 


Chippewas in 

2019. Central 

Michigan had one of the worst offenses in 
the country (15.0 points and 254.7 yards 
per game) in 2018. 

It'll start at quarterback, where CMU 
will decide between 6-7 junior Tony 
Poljan, 6-3 senior Tommy Lazzaro, 
former Memphis backup David Moore 
and high-profile transfer Quinten 
Dormady. 

Dormady was a top-five recruit when 
he initially signed with Tennessee. 
Following three years with the 
Volunteers, he transferred to Houston 
in 2018, sat out the season and now has 
matriculated to the MAC. 

Once McElwain picks a quarterback, 
he’ll have to refill a defense that lost all its 
playmakers from a season ago. 

Gone are the Chips’ top five pass 
rushers, including end Mike Danna, who 
took a graduate transfer to Michigan. 
Central will need two new linebackers in 
the middle and has to replace All-MAC 
talent at cornerback. 

It’s not quite a blank slate—but 
close—for CMU in 2019. Dormady, or 
Moore, in theory could change the 
trajectory dramatically assuming a quick 
assimilation into McElwain’s offense. 


Sa et 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 1-11 


COACH: Jim McElwain (First year) 
CAREER RECORD: 44-28 

STAFE : 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Charlie Frye (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Robb Akey Wirt year) 

TEAM INFO ~ 

STADIUM: Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,255) 
TICKETS: 888-347-3872 

SITE: Mount Pleasant, Mich. 
ONLINE: cmuchippewas.com 
TWITTER: @CMU_Football 


I 
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MOUNTAIN WEST 
CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


MOUNTAIN DIVISION 
Boise State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Las Vegas Bowl 


Utah State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Famous Idaho 
Potato Bowl 


Air Force 

BOWL PROJECTION: Armed Forces Bow! 
Wyoming 
Colorado State 


New Mexico 


60000806 


WEST DIVISION 
Fresno State 


BOWL PROJECTION: New Mexico Bowl 


San Diego State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Arizona Bow! 
Hawaii 

BOWL PROJECTION: Hawaii Bow! 
UNLV 

Nevada 


San Jose State 


oo0o0080 
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Juwan Washington 
RB, San Diego State 


Fresno State followed up their 2018 Mountain West title <x 
with a win over Arizona State in the Las Vegas Bowl. 


NUMEROUS DEPARTURES COULD 
MARE FOR A WIDE-OPEN RAGE 


BY MARK ANDERSON 
Las Vegas Review-Journal 


his is the season almost anything can 
happen in the Mountain West and it 
wouldn’t be considered much of an 
upset. 

Fresno State and San Diego State 
in the West Division and Boise State 
and Utah State in the Mountain are 

the favorites based mostly on the reputation 
that comes from recent results, but all 

four lost many top players and face major 
questions. Three of those schools must 
replace their quarterbacks, and Utah State 
brings back only two offensive starters. 

But those teams also have enough talent— 
the Aggies’ Jordan Love is the conference’s 
best quarterback—that it’s difficult to make 
the argument that any other school should 
be favored in either division. Boise State also 
brings in the top recruiting class among the 
Group of Five programs, and it’s not difficult 
to imagine the Broncos taking their usual 
spot at the top. 

Rebuilding isn’t really in those teams’ 
vocabularies. But given the uncertainties 


STORIES TO WATCH 


TRENTIN 


rm 


] 


with the top programs, it wouldn’t be 

a complete shock if a team such as an 
experienced Air Force pulls off a key victory 
over one of the contenders and makes 
areal push in the Mountain or schools 

such as Hawaii or UNLV that have proven 
quarterbacks are much tougher outs than 
expected. 

The Mountain West could use a team to 
emerge and make more of a national impact. 
It’s been five years since a conference team 
has competed in a major postseason game, 
when Boise State beat Arizona in the Fiesta 
Bowl to end the 2014 season. That’s a long 
drought for a league that used to regularly 
send teams to such games. 

It’s not as if the Mountain West has been 
weak, however. Three teams ended last 
season ranked by the Associated Press—No. 
18 Fresno State, No. 22 Utah State and No. 
23 Boise State. Only the American Athletic 
Conference, with UCF 1th and Cincinnati 
at No. 24, had any other teams from a G5 
league represented. 

UCF grabbed most of the national 
attention, overshadowing what the 
Mountain West accomplished. Maybe that 
changes this year, but the conference’s 
New Year’s Six drought appears as if it will 
continue. 


Name tags all around. The top 

teams lost key players, so how 
they will replace them is the big 
question. 
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2019 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Blair Angulo, 247Sports 2<rsronr= COMPOSITE 
Ei eKeeEKe kKeee er ee 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR 
SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS 

@ BOISESTATE 18 0 3 14 188.71 
© COLORADO STATE 20 to) fe) 7 155.22 
© UTAHSTATE 25 0 0 20 150.56 
© FRESNO STATE 19 Co) fo) 7 148.95 
© NEVADA 19 (o) fe) 13 145.27 
© SANDIEGO STATE 20 0 ie) 15 144,34 
@® wyominc 24 fe) te) 12 140.75 
© uNLV 21 (0) fe) 12 139.57 
© AIRFORCE 51 fe) (e) 13 137.92 
© NEWMEXICO 27 (a) (a) 13 129.71 
@ HaAwall 22 (a) (a) 12 127.07 
(® SAN JOSE STATE 19 (0) 0) 126.42 


ALL-MOUNTAIN WEST 


OFFENSE 

QB JordanLove Jr,, Utah State 

RB  JuwanWashington Sr., San Diego State 
RB ColeFagan Sr., Air Force 

OL EzraCleveland Jr., Boise State 
OL  KeithIsmael Jr., San Diego State 
OL JohnMolchon Sr., Boise State 
OL Justin Polu Sr., UNLV 

OL JakeNelson Sr, Nevada 

TE JaredRice Sr., Fresno State 

WR  TreWalker Jr., San Jose State 
WR JoJoWard Sr, Hawaii 


DEFENSE 

DL Curtis Weaver Jr., Boise State 

DL  Mykal Walker Sr., Fresno State 

DL JordanJackson Jr., Air Force 

DL KaimanaPadello Sr., Hawaii 

LB KyahvaTezino Sr., San Diego State 
LB David Woodward Jr., Utah State 
LB TipaGaleai Sr., Utah State 

DB  JujuHughes Sr., Fresno State 

DB Tariq Thompson Jr., San Diego State 
DB  DJWilliams Sr., Utah State 

DB Jeremy Fejedelem Sr., Air Force 


SPECIALISTS 


K CooperRothe Sr., Wyoming 
P —_RyanStonehouse Jr., Colorado State 


ON THE RISE 


AIR FORCE 

» The Falcons return 15 starters 
overall and their triple-option offense is 
always a challenge to defend when it’s 
being operated by an experienced crew. ago. 


Will another team emerge? It's 
2) difficult to see a Hawaii or Air 
Force winning either division, but both 
are experienced and there are no 


standout teams this season. future. 


» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


Utah State quarterback Jordan’ 
Love won't win the award, but if 


there ever was to be 
an upset choice from 
the Mountain West, 

it would be the 6-4, 
220-pound junior 
from Bakersfield, 


Calif. He put up ridiculous numbers 
last season, but the challenge now 
will be directing an offense with 
only one other returning starter. 


ON THE WANE 


iD SAN DIEGO STATE 


» It’s not that the Aztecs will 
suddenly fall into the cellar, but they have 
noticeably slipped from just two years 


The TV contracts loom large. 
© The Mountain West's deals will 
expire in 2020, and upcoming 
negotiations will determine the league's 
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RATING THE MWC - 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
JoJo Ward, Hawaii 
Former sprinter had 15 catches of 20-plus yards 
and three go 60 yards or more. 


» BEST HANDS 
Kaleb Fossum, WR, Nevada 
Isn't the most athletic but led the Wolf Pack with 70 
catches last year. 


» BEST PASSING QB 
Jordan Love, Utah State 
Completed 64.0 percent of his passes last season 
with 32 TDs and only six interceptions. 


» BEST RUNNING QB 
Armani Rogers, UNLV 
He’s such a dynamic runner that it opens up the 
passing game for the Rebels. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Juwan Washington, San Diego State 
The fact that he’s also strong makes him even more 
dangerous. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Mykal Walker, |B, Fresno State 
Moves from defensive end to middle linebacker and 
does everything from making sacks to breaking up 
passes, 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Curtis Weaver, DE/\.B, Boise State 
A hybrid end/outside linebacker, he has 20.5 sacks 
over the past two seasons and could be a first- 
round pick. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Sean Chambers, Q8, Wyoming 
The new redshirt rule worked to his benefit last 
season; the athletic quarterback figures to be the 
starter. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Austin Griffin, TE, Boise State 
Griffin was the nation’s top-rated juco college tight 
end, according to 247Sports. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Mykal Walker, 8, Fresno State 
Not only is he athletic but can make opponents 
feel it. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Rocky Long, head coach, San Diego State 
He says what's on his mind, and Long is always 
thinking. 


» MOST INNOVATIVE COACH 
Nick Rolovich, Hawaii 
Switched to the run-and-shoot and went from 3-9 
in 2017 to 8-6 last season, 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Zak Hill, OC, Boise State 
The Broncos’ offense has been strong under his 
watch, but he will truly get attention if Boise State 
excels with a new quarterback and running back. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Bob Davie, New \Vexico 
Davie was on the hot seat last season as well and 
was fortunate to return. 


» BEST FACILITIES 
Boise State 
In addition to the famous blue turf, the Broncos 
also have a 70,000-square foot, two-level training 
center at their disposal. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Isaiah Sanders, QB, Air Force 
This Academic All-Mountain West pick has a 3.88 
GPA in systems engineering. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Juwan Washington, RB, San Diego State 
You never know what will pop up on his Twitter 
feed, which helps make it interesting. 
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MOUNTAIN WEST 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Bryan Harsin 

Sixth year (52-15) 
CAREER RECORD: 59-20 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Zak Hill (fourth year) 
Eric Kiesau (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Jeff Schmedding (first year) 
Spencer Danielson (first year) 


STADIUM: Albertsons Stadium 
CAPACITY: 36,387 

TICKETS: 208-426-4737 

SITE: Boise, Idaho 

WEBSITE: broncosports.com 
TWITTER: @BroncoSportsFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31_ Florida State* 
S.6__ Marshall 

S14 Portland State 
S21 Air Force 

O05  @UNLV 

O12 Hawaii 

O19 @BYU 

N.2.| @San Jose State 
N.9_ Wyoming 

N16 New Mexico 
N.23 @Utah State 
N.30 @Colorado State 


Jacksonville, FL 


2018 RESULTS: 10-3 


Si @Troy 56-20 
S.8 Connecticut 62-7 
S15 _@Oklahoma State 21-44 
S.29_ @Wyoming 34-14 
O6 San Diego State 13-19 
O13. @Nevada 31-27 
O19 Colorado State 56-28 
0.27 @Air Force 48-38 
N3 BYU 21-16 
N.9 Fresno State 24-17 
N.16 @New Mexico 45-14 
N.24 Utah State 33-24 


Di _ Fresno State* (OT) 16-19 
D.26 Boston College** 

*MWC Championship Game 

**First Responder Bowl 

(Game cancelled - weather) 


HUlloe oTATE 


BRONCOS 


DE Curtis Weaver 


Not many programs that have to replace a top-line 
quarterback and other talented players throughout the 
roster would be picked to contend for a conference title. 
But that’s where Boise State is as it moves on without 
quarterback Brett Rypien, who went 37-12 as the starter, 
the second-winningest quarterback in Boise State history 
to Kellen Moore, who was a ridiculous 50-3 from 2008-11. 

Sophomore Chase Cord is the favorite to take Rypien’s spot. 
The athletic QB was the backup last season until tearing an ACL, 
and Cord will be out until preseason training camp. Freshman 
Hank Bachmeier, a four-star recruit, figures to be his chief 
competition. 

Boise State also has a big question mark at running back. The 
Broncos have produced a 1,000-yard back each of the past 10 
seasons, the nation’s longest streak. Alexander Mattison rushed 
for 1,415 yards and 17 touchdowns last year before leaving early 
for the NFL Draft. 

There is no clear contender to succeed him, and the Broncos 
could use a committee approach. They bring in highly touted 
freshmen Keegan Duncan and George Holani in August to 
compete at that position. They are part of what SB Nation 
called the country’s top recruiting class among Group of Five 
conferences, one that is even historically excellent. 

But the Broncos won’t need to rely on newcomers on 
their offensive line, as all five starters return. That will be a 
tremendous asset in trying to break in a new quarterback, new 
running backs and new receivers—Boise State lost its top two 
pass-catchers from last season. 

The Broncos also lost their defensive coordinator, Andy 
Avalos, to Oregon, where he took the same position. Jeff 
Schmedding and Spencer Danielson will share duties replacing 
him. Schmedding arrives after spending four years as DC at FCS 
Eastern Washington and will direct a switch from a 4-3 to a 3-4. 

Junior defensive end/linebacker Curtis Weaver is back 
after making 15.0 tackles for loss, including 9.5 sacks. He will 
especially be counted on after the Broncos lost two defensive 
linemen and cornerback Tyler Horton, who had three defensive 
touchdowns. 

But the Broncos won't lack for talent offensively or 
defensively, and the schedule works in their favor. Their West 
Division opponents are Hawaii, San Jose State and UNLV, 
three very winnable games. Even with so many questions, the 
Broncos should again contend. 
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5-YEAR RECORD 52-15 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Chase Cord (6-2, 206, So.) 
Andrew Van Buren (6-0, 220, So.) 
Ezra Cleveland’ (6-6, 311, Jr.) 
John Molchon® (6-5, 322, Sr.) 
Garrett Larson* (6-4, 302, Sr.) 
Eric Quevedo* (6-4, 317, Sr.) 
John Ojukwu* (6-6, 305, So.) 
John Bates* (6-6, 245, Jr.) 
John Hightower (6-2, 183, Sr.) 
Khalil Shakir (6-0, 185, So.) 
Akilian Butler (5-10, 187, Sr.) 


EFENSE 

Chase Hatada* (6-3, 257, Sr.) 
Sonatane Lui* (6-1, 287, Sr.) 
David Moa (6-3, 305, Sr.) 

Curtis Weaver* (6-3, 264, Jr.) 
Benton Wickersham (6-2, 231, Jr.) 
Riley Whimpey’* (6-1, 232, Jr.) 
Kekaula Kaniho* (5-10, 185, Jr.) 
Avery Williams* (5-9, 193, Jr.) 
Jalen Walker (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
DeAndre Pierce (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
Kekoa Nawahine® (6-2, 208, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Joel Velazquez (6-0, 227, Jr.) 
P Joel Velazquez (6-0, 227, Jr.) 
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*Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
2aiysrorTrs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES sesame 


1 Hank Bachmeier, 08 4» 
2 Casey Kline, ATH 4+ 
3 Austin Griffin, E45 


Despite signing the 
smallest class among the 
Mountain West programs, 
coach Bryan Harsin and staff 
still managed to produce 
the top-ranked group in the 
conference. That speaks to 
the quality Harsin was able to 
reel in. The Broncos possess 
all three of the four-star 
prospects that signed with 
Mountain West programs. 
They also snagged high- 
upside running back George 
Holani, receiver Khyheem 
Waleed, lineman Ben Dooley 
and two-way standout JL 
Skinner. 


HARSIN: ANDRES LEIGHTON / AP: WEAVER: STEVE CONNER / AP 


ANDERSEN: RIC TAPIA/ ICON SPORTSWIRE: LOVE: EUGENE TANNER / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 36-29 
86 BG 8G a6 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB  JordanLove* (6-4, 220, Jr.) 
Gerold Bright (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
Alfred Edwards* (6-7, 310, So.) 
Ty Shaw (6-4, 300, Jr.) 
Demytrick All'ifua (6-3, 315, Jr.) 
Karter Shaw (6-4, 300, Fr.) 
Jacob South (6-5, 295, Fr.) 
Carson Terrell (6-5, 245, Jr.) 
Savon Scarver (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
Jordan Nathan (5-8, 180, Jr.) 
Deven Thompkins (5-7, 160, So.) 


ENSE 
Tipa Galeai* (6-5, 230, Sr.) 
Fua Leilua’ (6-3, 305, Sr.) 
Christopher Unga* (6-0, 300, Sr.) 
Jacoby Wildman (6-2, 265, Sr.) 
David Woodward? (6-2, 230, Jr.) 
Kevin Meitzenheimer (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
Baron Gajkowski (6-1, 220, Jr.) 
DJ Williams* (5-9, 180, Sr.) 
Cameron Haney (5-10, 185, Sr.) 
Shaq Bond* (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
Ja’'Marcus Ingram (6-1, 185, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Dominik Eberle* (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
P Aaron Dalton (6-4, 210, Sr.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


2a SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 
1 Hunter Hill, OL S* 
2 Christian LaValle, . 3© 
3 Jaymason Willingham, 91) 5» 


New coach Gary 
Andersen’s return to Utah 
State provided a recruiting 
boost for the Aggies heading 
into National Signing Day and 
propelled the program to a 
No. 3 finish in the Mountain 
West class rankings. 
Offensive tackle Hunter Hill 
and quarterback Cooper 
Legas, who helped guide 
Orem High to back-to-back 
Utah state titles to round out 
their careers, qualified as big 
in-state victories down the 
stretch and figure to be major 
building blocks. 


UTAh 
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| but that’s not truly the case at Utah State. 


| Coaching changes often equate to a rebuilding process, 
The Aggies went 11-2 last season, shared the Mountain 


7" Division title and finished 22nd in the final Associated 
)|_§) Press poll. That success led to coach Matt Wells moving 
==! on to take the top job at Texas Tech. 

In replacing Wells, Utah State went to a familiar face in Gary 
Andersen. He coached the Aggies from 2009-12, going 11-2 in 
his final season before leaving to oversee Wisconsin and later 
Oregon State. 

Then came the opportunity to return to Logan, Utah. 

“There is a reason we kept the house here,” Andersen says. 
“We planned on retiring here. That’s why that house was there, 
and I’m grateful for the boys to have it. The kids went to school 
here, they all graduated from here, and to have the opportunity 
where you really had your first chance, at the end of the day, I 
was given my first opportunity to be a head football coach here. 
It was an unbelievable ride, and we had unbelievable support.” 

Unlike his first stint, when he took over a Utah State team 
that had gone through 11 consecutive losing seasons, Andersen 
doesn’t face a massive rebuild. But he does have some work to 
do. 

Only two starters return to an offense that averaged 47.5 
points, but one is junior quarterback Jordan Love. He was 
second-team All-Mountain West last season after completing 
64.0 percent of his passes for 3,567 yards, with 32 touchdowns 
and six interceptions. 

Sophomore left tackle Alfred Edwards is the other returning 
offensive starter, so there are plenty of decisions to be made 
throughout that side of the ball. Junior wide receiver Savon 
Scarver could provide a deep threat; he became an All- 
American after returning two kickoffs for touchdowns and 
averaging 33.7 yards on runbacks. 

Six starters are back on defense, so there is more certainty on 
that side, and Andersen is a defense-minded coach. He has an 
excellent base to build upon given the Aggies gave up just 22.2 
points per game last year. 

Junior linebacker David Woodward received All-America 
honors after making 134 tackles that included 12.5 for loss and 
5.0 sacks. Four other Aggies also picked up all-conference 
honors, and USU will need to rely on its defense until Love 
develops a chemistry with his offensive teammates. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH: 

Gary Andersen 
Fifth year (26-24) 
CAREER RECORD: 57-61 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Sanford (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Justin Ena (first year) 


STADIUM: Maverik Stadium 
CAPACITY: 25,513 

TICKETS: 888-UState-1 

SITE: Logan, Utah 

WEBSITE: utahstateaggies.com 
TWITTER: @USUFootball 


Andersen 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.30 @Wake Forest 
$7 Stony Brook 
S.21 @San Diego State 
$.28 Colorado State 
O5 @LSU 

O19 Nevada 

0.26 @Air Force 
N2 BYU 

N.9  @Fresno State 
N16 Wyoming 
N.23 Boise State 
N.30 @New Mexico 


2018 RESULTS: 11-2 


4.31 @Michigan State 31-38 
S.8 NewMexicoState 60-13 


$13 Tennessee Tech 73-12 
S22 Air Force 42-32 
05 @BYU 45-20 
O13 UNLV 59-28 
0.20 @Wyoming 24-16 
0.27 New Mexico 61-19 
N.3  @Hawaii 56-17 
N10 San Jose State 62-24 
N.17 @Colorado State 29-24 
N.24 @Boise State 24-33 
D15 North Texas* 52-13 
*New Mexico Bowl 
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MOUNTAIN WEST 


Ae AIRFORCE FALCONS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Troy Calhoun 
13th year (87-67) 


CAREER RECORD: 87-67 
STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Thiessen (10th year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
John Rudzinski (second year) 
TEAMINFO 


STADIUM: Falcon Stadium 
CAPACITY: 46,692 
TICKETS: 719-472-1895 


SITE: Colorado Springs, Colo. 
WEBSITE: goairforcefalcons.com 
TWITTER: @AF Football 

2019 SCHEDULE 

A.31 Colgate 

$14 @Colorado 

5.21 @Boise State 38-48 
S.28 San Jose State 

O5 @Navy 357 
O)2 Fresno State 

O19 @Hawaii 

0.26 Utah State 32-42 
N.2. Army West Point 14-17 
N.S @New Mexico 42-24 
N16 @Colorado State 27-19 
N.30 Wyoming 27-35 


2018 Record: 5-7 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Donald Hammond Ill* (6-2, 210, Jr.) 
Kadin Remsberg® (5-9, 185, Jr.) 
Cole Fagan* (6-1, 230, Sr.) 
Wolfgang Rehbock (6-3, 285, Sr.) 
Colin Marquez (6-3. 280, Sr.) 
Connor Vikupitz* (6-3, 275, Sr.) 
Kyle Krepsz (6-1, 280, Jr.) 

Scott Hattok* (6-5, 280, Sr.) 
Kade Waguespack* (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
Brandon Lewis (5-9, 165, So.) 
WR _ Geraud Sanders (6-3, 210, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Jordan Jackson’ (6-5, 270, Jr.) 
NO MoseseFifita* (6-1, 312, Sr.) 

DT Jared Bair (6-3, 260, Sr.) 

OLB Parker Noren (6-2, 210, Jr.) 

MLB Demonte Meeks (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
ILB  KyleJohnson* (6-0, 220, Sr.) 
OLB Lakota Wills* (6-3, 235, Jr.) 

CB Milton Bugg Ill (5-9, 165, Jr.) 
CB ZaneLewis* (6-1, 190, Sr) 

FS Jeremy Fejedelem* (5-10, 185, Sr.) 
SS Garrett Kauppila* (6-2, 205, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& Jake Koehnke’* (6-0, 180, Sr.) 
P = Jake Koehnke* (6-0, 180, Sr.) 


Sa58°S5aa8 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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pel Hammond Ill 


Air Force has always been 

considered the Mountain 

West team opponents 

dread facing most. The 
Falcons’ triple-option offense 
is difficult to prepare for, and 
they seldom beat themselves, 
forcing opposing teams to 
really earn the victory. 

Only the past two seasons 
haven’t been up to Air Force 
standards, each ending at 5-7. 
That should change this season. 

The Falcons return eight 
starters on offense and seven 
on defense, making them one 
of the more veteran teams ina 
Mountain Division filled with 
question marks. 

One starter is junior 
quarterback Donald Hammond 
Ill. He rushed for 371 yards and 
nine touchdowns last season 
and passed for 623 yards and 
five touchdowns. Hammond 
was behind center as Air Force 
won two of its final three 
games, creating hope of better 
days to come. 

Air Force did play well 
offensively last season, 
averaging 30.3 points and 283.7 
yards rushing. Senior fullback 
Cole Fagan (997 yards rushing, 
7 TDs) and junior running back 
Kadin Remsberg (583, 3) should 
keep that attack operating at 
a high level, especially given 
the Falcons also return four 
linemen who started at times. 

The Falcons’ big question is 
on defense, where they gave up 
25.8 points per game in 2018. 
Junior lineman Jordan Jackson 
made 12.5 tackles for loss that 
included 4.5 sacks, while senior 
linebacker Kyle Johnson had 
7.5 tackles for loss. 

If the defense improves even 
alittle, that combination with a 
high-powered offense will again 
make the Falcons an opponent 
no team looks forward to facing 
once more. 


WYOMING COWBOYS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Craig Bohl 
Sixth year (28-35) 


CAREER RECORD: 132-67 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brent Vigen (sixth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jake Dickert (first year) 


STADIUM: War Memorial Stadium 
CAPACITY: 29,181 

TICKETS: 307-766-7220 

SITE: Laramie, Wyo. 

WEBSITE: gowyo.com 
TWITTER: @wyo_football 


2019 SCHEDULE 

DATE | OPPONENT 2018 RESULT 
A31 Missouri 13-40 
S7__ @Texas State 

S14 Idaho 

$21 @Tulsa 

$.28 UNLV 

O12 @San Diego State 

O12 New Mexico 3-3 
0.26 Nevada 

N.9  @Boise State 14-34 
N16 @Utah State 16-24 
N.23 Colorado State 34-21 
N30 @Air Force 35-27 


2018 Record: 6-6 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB SeanChambers (6-3, 218, Fr.) 
RB Xazavian Valladay (6-0, 196, So.) 
LT Rudy Stofer* (6-6, 297, So.) 

LO Eric Abojei (6-5, 354, So.) 

©  KeeganCryder* (6-4, 297, So.) 
RG LoganHarris (6-3, 304, Jr.) 

RT Alonzo Velazquez (6-5, 310, Jr.) 
TE JoshHarshman (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
WR C.J. Johnson (6-2, 209, Sr.) 
WR Austin Conway* (5-10, 183, Sr.) 
WR John Okwoli (6-2. 210, Sr.) 


SLB KeyonBlankenbaker (5-10, 175, So.) 
MLB Logan Wilson’ (6-2, 250, Sr.) 

WLB Cassh Maluia* (6-0, 248, Sr.) 

€B Antonio Hull* (5-10, 191, Sr.) 

€B8  TylerHall* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 

FS BradenSmith (5-10, 184, Jr.) 

SS AlijehHalliburton* (6-2, 190, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Cooper Rothe* (5-11, 178, Sr.) 
P ‘Tim Zaleski* (6-5, 221, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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Wyoming ended last 

season with a four-game 

winning streak to reach 

6-6, but the Cowboys 
still were left out of the bowl 
picture. 

Now they want to leave 
no doubt that they’re 
postseason-worthy. However, 
getting to seven victories 
won't be easy. The Cowboys 
will probably flirt with .500 
again, creating another 
nervous late November. 

Wyoming must improve 
a passing attack that tied Air 
Force for last in the Mountain 
West with 131.3 yards per 
game. Even a running game 
that averaged nearly 200 
yards per outing couldn’t 
compensate for an offense 
that was second to last in the 
conference with a 20.7-point 
average. 

Redshirt freshman 
quarterback Sean Chambers, 
this year’s probable starter, 
played in four games before 
breaking his leg in the next- 
to-last week, causing him to 
miss the finale but preserve 
his redshirt. Chambers 
rushed for at least 100 yards 
in his first three appearances 
but passed for just 266. 

The Cowboys need to 
replace top talent on both 
sides of the ball. 

Nico Evans became an 
all-conference back last 
season after rushing for 1,325 
yards and eight touchdowns. 
Sophomore Xazavian 
Valladay, who rushed for 
396 yards, will try to succeed 
him. 

Wyoming might have a 
more difficult time replacing 
safety Andrew Wingard and 
end Carl Granderson, who 
earned all-conference honors 
for a defense that was second 
in the Mountain West in 
allowing 22 points per game. 
But seniors Logan Wilson 
at linebacker and Tyler 
Hall at cornerback, both of 
whom were also part of the 
all-conference team, provide 
hope for the Cowboys that 
they won’t fall off much. 


HAMMOND Ill: DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/ AP 


BOBO: DAVID ZALUBOWSK! / AP: DAVIE: ANDRES LEIGHTON / AP 


@ COLORADO STATE RAMS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH: 


Mike Bobo 
Fifth year (24-27) 
CAREER RECORD: 24-27 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Dave Johnson (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
John Jancek (second year) 


STADIUM: Canvas Stadium 
CAPACITY: 41,000 
TICKETS: 800-491-RAMS 
SITE: Fort Collins, Colo. 
WEBSITE: csurams.com 


TWITTER: @CSUFootball 

2019 SCHEDULE 

4.30 Colorado* 13-45 
57 Western Illinois 

S14. @Arkansas 34-27 
S21 Toledo 

S.28 @Utah State 24-29 
0.5 San Diego State 

012. @New Mexico 20-18 
0.26 @Fresno State 

N.2. UNLV 

N16 Air Force 19-27 
N.23. @Wyoming 21-34 
N.30 Boise State 28-56 
“Denver, CO 


2018 Record: 3-9 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB CollinHill* (6-5, 214, Jr.) 

RB Marcus McElroy (5-11, 218, Jr.) 
LT TJ. Storment (6-7, 320, Jr.) 
LG Barry Wesley* (6-6, 310, So.) 
C = Scott Brooks (6-3, 296, Jr.) 
RG ChesJackson (6-4, 290, Fr.) 
RT Keith Williams (6-7, 275, Jr.) 
TE Trey McBride* (6-3, 245, So.) 
WR  NikkoHall (6-0, 180, So.) 
WR Warren Jackson (6-6, 219, Jr.) 
WR Brenden Fulton (5-10, 184, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Emmanuel Jones* (6-4, 266, Jr.) 
NT Devin Phillips* (6-1, 318, So.) 
DY Ellison Hubbard’ (6-1, 285, Jr.) 
DE  Jan-Phillip Bombek (6-3, 255, Sr.) 
OLS Troy Golden (6-1, 213, Fr.) 

MLB Max McDonald (6-1, 225, Jr.) 
OLB Cam'ron Carter (6-1, 219, So.) 
CB Rashad Ajayi* (5-10, 175, So.) 
©B Adonis Rufran (5-8, 175, RSo.) 
$ Quinn Brinnon (6-0, 185, So.) 

Ss Jamal Hicks* (6-1, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Braxton Davis (6-0, 170, Sr.) 
P Ryan Stonehouse* (5-11, 170, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Mike Bobo 


Colorado State’s 2018 

season seemed doomed 

from the start when 

coach Mike Bobo was 
hospitalized and missed nearly 
two weeks of training camp. He 
was diagnosed with peripheral 
neuropathy and experienced 
numbness in his feet, which 
made walking the sidelines 
difficult. 

The Rams lost four of their 
first five games and ended the 
season on a five-game losing 
streak. Bobo turned down a 
$100,000 raise after his team 
finished 3-9, Colorado State’s 
worst record in seven years. 

Junior Collin Hill is the 
favorite at quarterback. He has 
started eight career games, 


and last season completed 58.9 ° 


percent of his passes for 1,387 
yards, with seven touchdowns 
and seven interceptions. Hill 
will need to jump-start an 
offense that averaged just 

22.8 points per game, but 
inexperience could be an issue 
with only two other starters 
back on that side of the ball. 

And then there’s the defense, 
which gave up an average of 
36.8 points per game last year. 
The Rams’ top two tacklers, 
linebackers Josh Watson (131) 
and Tre Thomas (101), are gone. 
They also combined for 13.0 
tackles for loss. Senior safety 
Jamal Hicks is back after making 
93 tackles and is one of five 
returning starters. 

With West Division games 
against Fresno State and San 
Diego State, the Rams don’t 
have an easy Mountain West 
schedule. Colorado State, 
however, strung together five 
consecutive winning seasons 
before last season, so counting 
out the Rams from contending 
for a bowl would not be wise. 
Just don’t expect them to make 
a push for a division title. 


® NEW MEXICO LOBOS 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Bob Davie 

Eighth year (33-54) 
CAREER RECORD: 68-79 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Calvin Magee (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kevin Cosgrove (sixth year) 


TEAM'INFO—- 

STADIUM: Dreamstyle Stadium 
CAPACITY: 39,224 

TICKETS: 505-925-LOBO 
SITE: Albuquerque, N.M. 
WEBSITE: golobos.com 
TWITTER: @UNMLoboFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 Sam Houston State 
S14 @Notre Dame 


5.21 NewMexicoState 42-25 
5.28 @Liberty 43-52 
OS @San Jose State 

0j2 Colorado State 18-20 
018 @Wyoming 3-31 
0.26 Hawaii 

N.2.| @Nevada 

N.9 Air Force 24-42 
N.16. @Boise State 14-45 
N.30 Utah State 19-61 


2018 Record; 3-9 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Tevaka Tuloti(6-1, 199, So.) 

RB Daevon Vigilant (5-7, 180, So.) 
LY = JarredSylvester* (6-5, 309, Sr.) 
LO ChrisEstrella* (6-4, 294, Sr.) 

C i KyleStapley* (6-3, 307, Jr.) 

RG David Zavala (6-4, 297, Sr.) 

RT Teton Saltes* (6-6, 284, Jr.) 

TE Marcus Williams* (6-3, 205, Jr.) 
WR AnuSomoye (6-2, 195, Sr.) 

WR  ElijahLilly* (6-0, 159, Sr.) 

WR Jay Griffin IV* (5-10, 159, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

LE TrentSellers (6-3, 271, Sr.) 

NT AaronBlackwell* (6-3, 288, Sr.) 
RE NahjeFlowers* (6-3, 278, Jr.) 
OLB DevinSanders (6-2, 236, So.) 
1LB Alexander Vainikolo (5-11, 246, Sr.) 
1LB Alex Hart (6-3, 235, Sr.) 

OLB BrandonShook (6-2, 231, Jt.) 
CB Eric Cuffee (5-11, 190, Jr.) 

CB De'John Rogers (5-9, 170, Sr.) 
FS Patrick Peek (5-10, 199, Sr.) 

$S  Shaddrick Lowery (5-9, 191, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 


K — AndrewShelley* (6-1, 198, So.) 
Pp Tyson Dyer* (6-2, 198, Jr.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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New NV 


xico coach 
Bob Davie 


New Mexico coach Bob 

Davie went into last season 

facing serious questions 

about his future with the 
program, but even with the 
Lobos going 3-9 and playing 
before sparse home crowds, he 
kept his job. 

But the questions haven’t 
gone away for Davie, who 
has three years remaining on 
his contract. Another such 
record this season might be too 
difficult to overcome. 

It’s telling he went heavy 
into the junior colleges to try to 
improve a defense that finished 
second to last in the Mountain 
West by allowing 473.0 yards 
per game. Of the 15 players 
the Lobos signed, 12 played 
at junior colleges. One signee 
was defensive back Eric Cuffee, 
who began his college career in 
the Big 12 at Texas. 

To be fair, the Lobos needed 
the immediate help no matter 
what happens regarding 
Davie’s job status. They return 
only two defensive starters in 
senior tackle Aaron Blackwell 
and junior end Nahje Flowers. 
Two others who would have 
started last season if not for 
injuries—senior end Trent 
Sellers and senior linebacker 
Alex Hart—are also back. 

New Mexico is more 
experienced offensively, with 
seven starters returning from 
a group that was second to last 
in the conference in producing 
330.0 yards per game. 

Double-redshirt 
sophomore Tevaka Tuioti is 
the top candidate to be the 
quarterback, but he’s had 
injury problems the past two 
years. He played in three games 
last season, completing 55.8 
percent of his passes for 439 
yards and five TDs, and can be 
areal weapon when healthy. 
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MOUNTAIN WEST 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Jeff Tedford 
Third year (22-6) 


CAREER RECORD: 104-63 
STAFF « 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Ryan Grubb (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bert Watts (second year) 
STADIUM: Bulldog Stadium 
CAPACITY: 40,727 

TICKETS: 559-278-DOGS 
SITE: Fresno, Calif. 

WEBSITE: gobulldogs.com 
TWITTER: @FresnoStateFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 @USC 

S.7__ Minnesota 

S.21_ Sacramento State 
$.28 @New Mexico State 
O12 @Air Force 

O19 UNLV 

0.26 Colorado State 
N.2.. @Hawaii 

N.9 Utah State 

N16 @San Diego State 
N.23 Nevada 

N.30 @San Jose State 


2018 RESULTS: 12-2 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
S.1___ Idaho 79-13 
S.8 @Minnesota 14-21 
$15 @UCLA 38-14 
$.29 Toledo 49-27 
O06 @Nevada 21-3 
013 Wyoming 27-3 
0.20 @New Mexico 38-7 
0.27 Hawaii 50-20 
N.3 @UNLV 48-3 
N.9  @Boise State 17-24 
N17 San Diego State 23-14 
N.24 San Jose State 31-13 
D1 @Boise State*(OT) —_19-16 
D.1S_ Arizona State** 31-20 
*MWC Championship Game 

**Las Vegas Bowl 


FHEGNO OVATE 


BULLOOGS 


iA 


feESno state 


Fresno State’s margin for error has decreased significantly. 
The Bulldogs lost key players from their Mountain West 
title team, and though the remaining talent is good enough 
to again make the conference championship game, they 
can’t afford injuries. 
Depth is scarce throughout the lineup. That was felt 
in spring practices when Fresno State moved a walk-on tight 
end to offensive tackle just so there would be enough healthy 
bodies. There also is a similar concern on defense, where a key 
injury here or there could be difficult to overcome. 

Fresno State also has the challenge of replacing quarterback 
Marcus McMaryion, who last season completed 68.6 percent 
of his passes for 3,629 yards and 25 touchdowns with five 
interceptions. 

Senior Jorge Reyna is the favorite to succeed McMaryion 
and the only one with experience. Redshirt freshman Ben 
Wooldridge is his main competition. 

Whoever wins will have an inexperienced group of receivers, 
but the top two running backs return. Juniors Ronnie Rivers 
(743 yards, 10 TDs) and Jordan Mims (436, 6) should be counted 
on even more as a new quarterback gets adjusted. 

But getting to the 34.6 points the Bulldogs averaged last 
season won’t be easy, and neither will fielding the same kind of 
suffocating defense that led the Mountain West in giving up 14.1 
points per game. Wyoming had the league’s next-best scoring 
defense at a 22.0-point average. 

Gone from that unit are all-conference honorees Jeff Allison, 
Mike Bell, Tank Kelly and George Helmuth. Allison was MWC 
Defensive Player of the Year after registering 132 tackles that 
included 6.0 for losses. 

Senior Mykal Walker also had a good case for the league’s top 
defensive award, making 87 tackles, including 14.0 for losses, 
plus 4.5 sacks and six pass breakups from his end position. Now 
Walker moves to middle linebacker to replace Allison. 

Given all the questions, it’s tempting to say Fresno State will 
suffer a setback, but it’s far from the only Mountain West team 
with many uncertainties. And coach Jeff Tedford has proven 
that no one should overlook him, going 22-6 over his two 
seasons in the San Joaquin Valley and directing the first team 
in FBS history to post consecutive double-digit victory records 
after having a double-figure loss season. 


5-YEAR RECORD 32-34 
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CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB  JorgeReyna (6-0, 215, Sr.) 

RB Ronnie Rivers* (5-8, 179, Jr.) 

LT Netane Muti (6-3, 308, Jr.) 

LG Nick Abbs (6-5, 295, Sr.) 

© Quireo Woodley (6-4, 304, So.) 
RG Jace Fuamatu (6-3, 306, Fr.) 
RT  Syrus Tuitele* (6-6, 300, Jr.) 

TE Jared Rice* (6-5, 238, Sr.) 

WR_ DerrionGrim (6-1, 197, Sr.) 

WR Chris Coleman (5-11, 186, So.) 
WR Patrick Elima-Jeune (6-0, 195, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE KwamiJones* (6-2, 246, Sr.) 
DT Kevin Atkins* (6-2, 295, Jr.) 
DT JasadHaynes* (6-1, 283, Sr.) 
Isaiah Johnson (6-3, 233, So.) 
Justin Rice (6-2, 225, Jr.) 
Mykal Walker* (6-3, 227, Sr.) 
Arron Mosby (6-4, 228, Jr.) 
Jaron Bryant* (6-1, 183, Sr.) 
Chris Gaston (6-1, 182, So.) 
Wylan Free (6-2, 186, So.) 
Juju Hughes* (5-11, 188, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = AsaFuller* (6-2, 233, So.) 
P Blake Cusick* (6-2, 187, Sr.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


ALFSPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


ae 


TOP SIGNEES LORS TING 
1 Jalen Cropper, ATH 3 

2 Deven Jarvis, GB 3» 

3 Reggie Strong, 5 3» 


The Bulldogs parlayed a 
Mountain West championship 
into the fourth-ranked 
recruiting class in the 
conference. It's highlighted 
by local standout athlete 
Jalen Cropper, who counted 
five Pac-12 offers among 
his loaded list of suitors. 
Coach Jeff Tedford lost two 
of his top three receivers 
to graduation but added a 
couple junior-college tight 
ends in Raymond Pauwels 
and Juan Rodriguez. They'll 
look to complement highly 
productive senior Jared Rice. 
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TEDFORD: STEVE CONNER / AP: RIVERS: STEVE CONNER / AP 


LONG: STEVE CONNER / AP. WASHINGTON: TONY AVELAR/ AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 46-21 


CrBG CBG 86 


7-6 1-3 1-3 10-3 7-6 
C05 Gas 
CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 
2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB RyanAgnew* (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
Juwan Washington* (5-7, 190, Sr.) 
Grady Vazquez (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
Kyle Spalding (6-6, 300, Jr.) 
Daishawn Dixon* (6-5, 320, Sr.) 
Keith ismael* (6-3, 310, Jr.) 
William Dunkle (6-5, 355, Fr.) 
Jacob Capra (6-5, 320, Jr.) 
Parker Houston* (6-3, 250, Sr.) 
Kobe Smith (6-2, 175, So.) 
Ethan Dedeaux* (5-9, 185, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Connor Mitchell (6-5, 250, So.) 
DY MylesCheatum (6-2, 270, Sr.) 
DE KeshawnBanks (6-4, 260, So.) 
OLB Caden McDonald (6-3, 225, So.) 
MLB Kyahva Tezino* (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
OLB Andrew Aleki (6-3, 230, Jr.) 

CB LuqBarcoo (6-1, 170, Sr.) 

CB DarrenHall (6-0, 170, So.) 

S _ Tayler Hawkins* (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
s Dwayne Johnson Jr. (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
S _ Tariq Thompson’ (6-0, 200, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Matt Araiza (6-2, 185, Fr.) 
P Brandon Heicklen* (6-0, 180, Sr.) 


S2055°S508 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a'SPaORTS. 


RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Justin Dinka, 5 3* 

2 Joey Capra, © 5* 

3 Brionne Penny, 41) 5* 


Nearly half of the Aztecs’ 
class is from out of state, and 
the headliner in that group 
is Texas running back Justin 
Dinka, who had several Power 
Five options on the table 
and rushed for more than 
five yards per carry as a prep 
senior. 

Liloa Kapiko, a long 
defensive end from 
powerhouse Honolulu St. 
Louis, is another intriguing 
out-of-stater who could be 
considered a big-time steal 
down the road. 


SAN DIEGO oTATE 


AZTECS 


In 11 years as the head coach at New Mexico and his 
eight in the same position at San Diego State, Rocky 
Long teams have been defined by defense. 

He plays the unusual 3-3-5 alignment that is difficult 
to prepare for in just a week, and even a pedestrian 
offense can win a large share of games for his teams. 

That formula has been effective enough at San Diego State for 
the Aztecs to post three consecutive seasons with double-digit 
victories before finishing 7-6 last year. 

A less-than-dynamic offense was too difficult to overcome in 
2018, with San Diego State averaging just 20.6 points, worst in 
the Mountain West. Now the Aztecs will run a spread offense, a 
dramatic shift from the I-formation. 

“It’s really going to be easier on the quarterback than 
anything we’ve done,” Long says. “If you look at all our 
quarterbacks that we have here now, every one of them came 
out of a spread system. We have to teach them how to take a 
snap from center rather than taking the shotgun snap because 
they’ve been doing that since they were 12 years old or maybe 
even earlier than that in Pop Warner.” 

Senior quarterback Ryan Agnew went 6-1 as a starter last 
season and played in 12 games, sharing duties with Christian 
Chapman. Now the job belongs to Agnew, who threw for 1,651 
yards and 10 touchdowns with six interceptions in 2018. His 
two leading receivers are gone, but back is sophomore Ethan 
Dedeaux, who caught 22 passes for 262 yards. 

The running game has long been key to the Aztecs’ success 
and should be again, even with the switch in systems. Senior 
running back Juwan Washington rushed for 999 yards and 10 
touchdowns last year, averaging 5.0 yards per carry. 

Long’s defense should again be among the Mountain West’s 
finest. The Aztecs gave up a 22.2-point average last season, 
which is in line with how well they usually play on that side of 
the ball. 

Junior safety Tariq Thompson started all 26 games the past 
two seasons and made second-team all-conference both years. 
He did a little bit of everything in 2018, totaling 60 tackles, 5.0 
for loss, eight pass breakups and two interceptions. 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Rocky Long 

Ninth year (71-35) 

CAREER RECORD: 136-104 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jeff Horton (fifth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Zach Arnett (second year) 


STADIUM: SDCCU Stadium 
CAPACITY: 54,000 
TICKETS: 619-283-SDSU 
SITE: San Diego 

WEBSITE: goaztecs.com 
TWITTER: @SDSUFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31_ Weber State 
S.7 @UCLA 

S14 @New Mexico State 
$.21 Utah State 

0.5 @Colorado State 
0.12, Wyoming 

O19 @San Jose State 
0.26 @UNLV 

N.9 Nevada 

N.16 Fresno State 
N.23. @Hawaii 

N.30 BYU 


2018 RESULTS: 7-6 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
A.31 @Stanford 10-31 
S.8 Sacramento State 28-14 
S15 Arizona State 28-21 
$.22 Eastern Mich.(OT) 23-20 
O6 @Boise State 19-13 
012 Air Force 21-17 
0.20 San Jose State 16-13 
0.27 @Nevada 24-28 
N.3 @New Mexico 31-23 
N10 UNLV 24-27 
N.17 @Fresno State 14-23 
N.24 Hawaii (OT) 30-31 
D019 Ohio* 0-27 
*Frisco Bowl 
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#8 HAWANRAINBOW WARRIORS 9 UNLV REBELS 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Nick Rolovich 
Fourth year (18-22) 
CAREER RECORD: 18-22 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Smith (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Corey Batoon (second year) 


TEAMINFO™~ = 
STADIUM: Aloha Stadium 
CAPACITY: 50,000 
TICKETS: 808-944-2697 
SITE: Honolulu 

WEBSITE: hawaiiathletics.com 
TWITTER: @HawaiiFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.24 Arizona 

5.7 Oregon State _ 
S14. @Washington 
$.21_ Central Arkansas 


$.28 @Nevada 22-40 
O12 @Boise State 

O19 Air Force 

0.26 @New Mexico 

N.2 Fresno State 20-50 
N.9 San Jose State 44-47"* 
N16. @UNLV 35-28 


N.23 San Diego State 31-30* 
N30 Army West Point 21-28 


2018 Record: 8-6 | *OT | **5OT 


Lost to Hawaii 31-14 in the 
Hawaii Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Cole McDonald* (6-4, 205, Jr.) 

RB Dayton Furuta’ (5-11, 250, Sr.) 

tlm Manning? (6-4, 280, So.) 

4.R. Hensley* (6-5, 310, Sr.) 

Kohli Levao* (6-6, 340, Sr.) 

Solo Vaipulu’ (6-2, 310, So.) 

Joey Nu‘uanu-Kuhi‘iki (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
JoJo Ward* (5-9, 175, Sr.) 

Cedric Byrd* (5-9, 170, Sr.) 

Kumoku Noa (5-11, 175, Jr.) 
Jason-Matthew Sharsh (6-0, 190, Sr.) 


EFENSE 

Jonah Laulu (6-5, 250, Fr.) 
Blessman Ta’ala* (6-1, 310, So.) 
Samiuela Akoteu’* (6-2, 280, Sr.) 
Kaimana Padello* (6-0, 215, Sr.) 
Solomon Matautia* (6-1, 230, Sr.) 
Penei Pavihi* (6-3, 240, Jr.) 
Eugene Ford" (6-2, 195, Jr.) 
Cortez Davis (5-11, 180, Jr.) 
Rojesterman Farris 1I* (6-1, 180, Sr.) 
Kalen Hicks* (6-3, 215, Sr.) 

tkem Okeke* (6-0, 200, Sr.) 


PECIALISTS 
Ryan Meskell* (6-0, 185, Sr.) 
Stan Gaudion* (6-3, 210, Jr.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


After several seasons of 
major changes, stability 
finally has come to Hawaii. 
Will victories follow? 

The Rainbow Warriors 
return their coaching staff 
that’s far from usual—plus eight 
starters on offense and nine on 
defense from a team that went 
8-6 last year. They stayed home 
for the postseason to play in 
the Hawaii Bowl, losing 31-14 to 
Louisiana Tech. 

Junior quarterback Cole 
McDonald returns after a 
productive but injury-filled 
season. He hurt his knee in the 
opener and later missed a start 
against Wyoming because of 
internal bleeding. Even while 
playing through the latter 
part of the season in pain, 
McDonald still threw for 3,875 
yards and 36 touchdowns. 

He will operate behind a 
veteran line and with a group 
of experienced receivers. But 
the leading pass-catcher, John 
Ursua, declared for the NFL 
Draft after a junior season in 
which he had 89 receptions for 
1,343 yards and 16 touchdowns. 

Expect Hawaii, which 
averaged 30.8 points per game 
last year, to again be strong 
offensively. The question is 
whether the Warriors will 
spend each week outscoring 
their defense, which gave up a 
35.1-point average in 2018. But 
being in defensive coordinator 
Corey Batoon’s system for the 
second straight year should 
help. 

Leading tackler Solomon 
Matautia, a senior linebacker, 
returns. Of his 92 tackles, 4.5 
were for loss, and he broke up 
four passes and forced three 
fumbles. Hawaii, however, 
will need to replace graduated 
linebacker Jahlani Tavai, who 
had 82 tackles that included 5.5 
for loss. 


PAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH: 

Tony Sanchez 
Fifth year (16-32) 
CAREER RECORD: 16-32 
STAFF - 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Barney Cotton (fifth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tim Skipper (second year) 


STADIUM: Sam Boyd Stadium 
CAPACITY: 36,800 
TICKETS: 702-739-FANS 
SITE: Las Vegas 

WEBSITE: unlvrebels.com 
TWITTER: @unlvfootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 Southern Utah 

S.7__ Arkansas State 

5.14 @Northwestern 

S.28 @Wyoming 

O5 Boise State 

O12 @Vanderbilt 

O19 @Fresno State 3-48 
0.26 San Diego State 27-24 
N.2 @Colorado State 


N16 Hawaii 28-35 
N.23 San Jose State 37-50 
N.80 @Nevada 34-29 


2018 Record: 4-8 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Armani Rogers* (6-5, 225, Jr,) 
Charles Williams (5-9, 185, Jr.) 
Ashton Morgan (6-5, 305, So.) 
Matt Brayton (6-3, 310, Jr.) 

Sid Acosta* (6-1, 300, Sr.) 
Justin Polu* (6-4, 330, Sr.) 
Justice Oluwaseun (6-3, 325, So,) 
Giovanni Fauolo* (6-2, 250, Jr.) 
Mekhi Stevenson (6-0, 180, Jr.) 
Tyleek Collins (5-9, 170, So.) 
Darren Woods Jr.’ (6-0, 215, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE NickDehdashtian (6-1, 280, Jr.) 
DT Tavis Malakius (6-2, 295, Jr.) 
NT KoloUasike* (6-0, 305, So.) 
DE GabeMcCoy* (6-2, 220, Sr) 
OLB MalakaiSalu (6-0, 230, Fr.) 
MLB Farrell Hester Il* (6-1, 240, Jr.) 
OLB Javin White" (6-3, 205, Sr.) 

©B Jericho Flowers* (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
CB Myles Plummer (6-1, 185, Sr.) 
FS Drew Tejchman (5-11, 195, Jr.) 
SS Evan Austrie* (6-0, 205, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Daniel Gutierrez (5-10, 200, Jr.) 
P Hayes Hicken (6-2, 245, Sr.) 
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“Returning Startor 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


The Rebels went into 

last season with hopes 

of making a bowl, but 

quarterback Armani 
Rogers injured a foot a month 
into the schedule and the 
UNLV defense struggled once 
again. 

Now the pressure is on 
to make the postseason for 
the first time since 2013, 
and athletic director Desiree 
Reed-Francois laid out those 
expectations in a statement 
announcing that coach Tony 
Sanchez would be retained 
for another season. 

Can the Rebels make a 
bowl? 

Sanchez’s team went 
3-2 in games that Rogers 
started last season and 1-6 
in the rest. The dual-threat 
quarterback accounted for 
all five touchdowns in the 
finale against Nevada, rallying 
UNLV from a 23-0 deficit to 
win 34-29. Ifhe stays healthy, 
his athletic ability gives the 
Rebels a legitimate chance to 
get to the postseason. 

Defense remains a 
concern, however. The 
Rebels allowed averages of 
37.3 points and 454.2 yards 
per game last season, and 
they haven’t given up fewer 
than 30-point and 400-yard 
averages since 2007. Sanchez 
and his staff signed nine 
defensive players early—five 
from the junior-college 
ranks—so they could go 
through spring practice and 
become familiar with things. 

The Rebels need the 
reinforcements because they 
face a more difficult schedule 
this year, with nonconference 
trips to Northwestern and 
Vanderbilt and Mountain 
West games at Fresno State 
and Nevada. Boise State also 
comes into the conference 
rotation, though that game 
will be at home. 

This is UNLV’s final season 
at Sam Boyd Stadium before 
moving into the new facility 
that will be shared with the 
future Las Vegas Raiders. 
Much is on the line. 
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ROLOVICH: DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/ AP 


BRENNAN: YOUNG KWAK / AP 


& NEVADA WOLF PACK 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

Jay Norvell 

Third year (11-14) 
CAREER RECORD: 11-14 
STAFF ~~ 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Matt Mumme (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jeff Castee! (third year) 


STADIUM: Mackay Stadium 
CAPACITY: 30,000 

TICKETS: 775-348-PACK 

SITE: Reno, Nev. 

WEBSITE: nevadawolfpack.com 
TWITTER: @NevadaFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


DATE | OPPONENT 2018 RESULT 
A.30 Purdue 


$7  @Oregon 

S14 Weber State 

§.21_ @UTEP 

$.28 Hawaii 40-22 
O12 San Jose State 21-12 


O19 @Utah State 

0.26 @Wyoming 

N.2. New Mexico 

N.9 @San Diego State 28-24 
N.23° @Fresno State 3+21 
N30 UNLV 29-34 


2018 Record; 8-5 


Beat Arkansas State 16-13 (OT) in 
the Arizona Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB CristianSolano (6-1, 190, Sr.) 
RB ToaTaua* (5-8, 220, So.) 

Lr — JakeNelson* (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
LG MilesBeach (6-4, 270, Jr.) 

© Nathan Edwards (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
RG Aaron Frost (6-5, 295, So.) 
RT NateBrown* (6-4, 290, Jr.) 
TE ReaganRoberson (6-1, 245, Jr.) 
WR Elijah Cooks* (6-4, 215, Jr.) 
WR_ Romeo Doubs’ (6-2, 195, So.) 
WR Kaleb Fossum’ (5-9, 185, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DY KalebMeder (6-4, 260, Sr.) 
NT HausiaSekona* (6-0, 275, Sr.) 
DE DomPeterson* (6-0, 315, So.) 
LB Lucas Weber* (6-0, 230, Sr.) 
LB Gabriel Sewell" (6-0, 250, Sr.) 
LB LawsonHall (6-0, 230, Jr.) 
CB EJMuhammad (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
CB Daniel Brown’ (5-11, 185, Sr.) 
$s Tyson Williams (5-9, 200, So.) 
S Austin Arnold (5-10, 195, Jr.) 
s Daiyan Henley (6-1, 220, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Spencer Pettit (5-9, 180, Sr.) 
P Quinton Conaway* (6-0, 210, Sr.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Nevada is starting over 

again at quarterback, 

similar to third-year 

coach Jay Norvell’s first 
season on the job. 

He had three quarterbacks 
fight it out over the first part 
of the 2017 campaign before 
Ty Gangi emerged with the 
job. Behind Gangi, the Wolf 
Pack won two of their final 
three games that season, and 
last year Gangi led them to 
the Arizona Bowl. Nevada 
beat Arkansas State 16-13 in 
Tucson to finish 8-5. 

So now it’s a matter of 
which quarterback emerges 
again. One is senior Cristian 
Solano, who backed up 
Gangi last season and 
completed 23 of 45 passes 
for 200 yards but with four 
interceptions. Junior-college 
transfer Malik Henry, who 
began his college career at 
Florida State and was an 
enigmatic figure in Netflix’s 
third season of “Last Chance 
U.,” is a possibility as well. 

Nevada returns an 
otherwise experienced 
offense with six starters 
back, though there is 
concern about newcomers 
up front. Among those back 
is 5-8, 220-pound running 
back Toa Taua, who as a true 
freshman last season rushed 
for 872 yards, averaging 4.9 
per carry. Three of the top 
four receivers also return, 
though former Freshman All- 
American McLane Mannix 
(50 catches, 875 yards, 7 
TDs) transferred to Texas 
Tech. 

Only five starters return 
defensively, but two weren’t 
completely expected, Senior 
linebacker Gabriel Sewell (92 
tackles, 7.5 for loss) put his 
name in the NCAA transfer 
portal but decided to stay. 
Another senior linebacker, 
Lucas Weber (56 tackles, 
10,5 for loss, 5.5 sacks), was 
granted a sixth season of 
eligibility by the NCAA. They 
return to bolster a defense 
that allowed 26.9 points per 
game last season. 


& GAN JOSE STATE SPARTANS 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH: 

Brent Brennan 
Third year (3-22) 
CAREER RECORD: 3-22 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kevin McGiven (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Derrick Odum (third year) 


STADIUM: CEFCU Stadium 
CAPACITY: 30,456 
TICKETS: 408-924-7589 
SITE: San Jose 

WEBSITE: sjsuspartans.com 
TWITTER: @SJSUSpartanFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.29 Northern Colorado 

$7 Tulsa 

5.21. @Arkansas 

5.28 @Air Force 

O5 New Mexico 

O\2 @Nevada 12-21 
O19 San Diego State 13-16 
0.26 @Army West Point 3-52 
N.2 Boise State 


N.S  @Hawaii 41-44 
N.23. @UNLV 50-37 
N.30. Fresno State 13-31 


2018 Record: 1-11 | *SOT 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB JoshLove* (6-2, 203, Sr.) 

RB TylerNevens* (6-0, 226, Jr.) 
LY Jackson Snyder* (6-5, 291, Jr.) 
LO Troy Kowalski* (6-5, 308, Sr.) 
© Trevor Robbins* (6-4, 280, Jr.) 
RG Jaime Navarro (6-3, 288, Fr.) 
RT Quinn Oseland (6-6, 305, Sr.) 
TE Brett Foley (6-3, 236, Sr.) 

WR Bailey Gaither (6-1, 176, Sr.) 
WR TreWalker (5-11, 175, Jr.) 

WR  Antwaun Ayers (6-0, 182, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE E.J.Ane(6-2, 276, So.) 

NY Christian Johnson (6-6, 253, Jr.) 
DE CadeHall* (6-2, 250, So.) 

LB Jesse Osuna* (6-0, 223, Sr.) 

LB TysynParker (6-1, 237, Jr.) 

LB Ethan Aguayo* (6-2, 220, Sr.) 
LB AliiMatau (6-1, 231, So.) 

CB TreWhite (6-0, 190, So.) 

CB  NehemiahShelton (6-2, 168, So.) 
$s Tre Webb’ (6-0, 199, Jr.) 

$ — JonathanLenard Jr.* (6-1, 207, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K — Matthew Mercurio (6-1, 176, Fr.) 
P Alex Galland (6-2, 209, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


If San Jose State is to 
improve at all this season, 
the Spartans better do it 
early. 

They open with home games 
against Northern Colorado 
and Tulsa before the schedule 
gets significantly tougher with 
back-to-back trips to Arkansas 
and Air Force. 

Then again, the Spartans 
don’t need to do much to 
improve on their one victory 
from last season. More 
importantly, they need to show 
their program is headed in the 
right direction. 

It helps that San Jose State 
returns senior quarterback 
Josh Love. Last year, he 
threw for 451 yards and three 
touchdowns in a 44-41 loss 
to Hawaii that spanned five 
overtimes and passed for 335 
yards and four TDs in a 50-37 
victory over UNLV. 

He'll need to put life into 
an offense that averaged 21.3 
points per game, but first- 
team All-Mountain West tight 
end Josh Oliver (56 catches, 
709 yards, 4 TDs) must be 
replaced. Returning, though, 
are two key junior weapons in 
wide receiver Tre Walker (39 
catches, 714 yards, 5 TDs) and 
running back Tyler Nevens (554 
yards, 4 TDs). 

San Jose State also has to 
greatly improve a defense 
that gave up 36.6 points and 
495.1 yards per game in 2018. 
And that unit will be without 
graduated linemen Bryson 
Bridges and Boogie Roberts, 
who received all-conference 
honors, and cornerback Dakari 
Monroe, who made first-team 
All-Mountain West. 

The Spartans do return 
senior linebackers Ethan 
Aguayo, who led the team with 
106 tackles, and Jesse Osuna (93 
tackles, with 10.0 for losses). 


= 
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PAC-12 
CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 
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\ 
IZ 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


NORTH DIVISION 
Oregon 


BOWL PROJECTION: Rose Bow! 


Washington 


BOWL PROJECTION: Alamo Bow! 


BOWL PROJECTION: Holiday Bow! 


Stanford 


BOWL PROJECTION: Redbox Bow! 


California 


Oregon State 


1) 
2 ) 
3] Washington State 
4) 
5] 
@ 


SOUTH DIVISION 
Utah 


BOWL PROJECTION: Sun Bowl 


UCLA 


BOWL PROJECTION: Las Vegas Bow! 


USC 


BOWL PROJECTION: Cheez-it Bow! 


@ 
2 ) 
3 ] 
4) Arizona State 
5] 
@ 


BOWL PROJECTION: Birmingham Bow! 


Arizona 


Colorado 


00 


° / ri 
Oregon head coach Mario Cristobal 


LED BY HERBERT, DUCKS COULD 
END PAC-[c'S CFP DROUGHT 


BY BRUCE PASCOE 
Arizona Daily Star (Tucson) 


he NFL Draft gave the Pac-12 a break 
this year, and it was about time. 
Something had to go right for the 
conference eventually. 
Having failed to put a team in 
the College Football Playoff for 
two straight years, the Pac-12 put 
up a collective 1-8 bowl record after the 
2017 campaign and went 3-4 last season. 
It bungled its way into an officiating 
controversy when its general counsel 
influenced the live review of a targeting call 
and, as always, suffered from the Pac-12 
Networks’ limited distribution. 

But afterward, the conference suffered 
only a minimal early-entry hit by the NFL. 
Justin Herbert opted against becoming 
possibly the top quarterback taken and 
Oregon, also because of a fortified offensive 
line, is the North Division favorite as a result. 

Utah kept four key players—running back 
Zack Moss, safety Julian Blackmon, defensive 
end Bradlee Anae and defensive tackle Leki 
Fotu—and is correspondingly a favorite to 
win the South. 


STORIES TO WATCH 


TRENUING 


Stanford was heavily hit by losing key 
playmakers to the NFL, graduation and 
retirement, but the Cardinal at least kept 
quarterback K.J. Costello around. And USC 
didn’t lose a single player early to the NFL 
Draft (though that may also reflect on the 
current state of the Trojans). 

While USC has reloaded again, one of the 
biggest questions in the Pac-12 is how the 
Trojans will use their talent: Will coach Clay 
Helton and last-minute offensive coordinator 
Graham Harrell stay off the hot seat against 
a potentially crushing early schedule? Or 
will fast-rising UCLA be the better L.A. story, 
and Utah again the dominant South Division 
force? Both Arizona and Arizona State could 
go either way, adding more intrigue to a 
wide-open division. 

The competition is fierce in the North 
Division, where only Oregon State appears 
consistently beatable (and even then, 
the Beavers are improving). Washington 
and Stanford had significant turnover 
but also have systems firmly in place. 
While Washington State needs another 
quarterback after one-year wonder 
Gardner Minshew left, the Cougars have 
strong receivers, offensive linemen and a 
good overall defense. Cal also didn’t lose 
anybody early to the NFL, either, and is on 
the rise, too. 


Northern lights. If the North 

Division doesn’t beat itself up too 
badly, it could produce a CFP entrant 
and maybe even a Heisman winner in 
Justin Herbert. 
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2019 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Brandon Huffman, 247Sports 2apsronrs COMPOSITE 
H *eeee +e ne 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR 

SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS (4 -" 
@ OREGON 26 1 nN 14 277.98 
@ WASHINGTON 23 to) 15 8 258.31 
© usc 25 ) 7 18 243.51 
© STANFORD 23 fo) 8 14 242.58 
© ARIZONA STATE 21 (e) 4 7 213.21 
© UCLA 19 (a) 1 18 196.93 
@® CALIFORNIA 24 te) 1 23 196.48 
© coLoraADO 25 (0) 1 24 194.25 
© UTAH 18 fe) 4 13 194.21 
© ARIZONA 19 fo) 1 18 181.33 
(> WASHINGTON STATE 20 (0) (0) 20 174.14 
© OREGON STATE 19 (o) (0) 19 169.03 
ALL PAC-12 
OFFENSE 


QB JustinHerbert Sr., Oregon 

RB EnoBenjamin Jr, Arizona State 
RB ZackMoss Sr., Utah 

OL NickHarris Sr, Washington 
OL Walker Little Jr, Stanford 

OL  CohlCabral Sr., Arizona State 
OL ShaneLemieux Sr., Oregon 
QL  TreyAdams Sr., Washington 
TE Colby Parkinson Jr., Stanford 
WR LaviskaShenault Jr. Jr, Colorado 
WR TheoHoward Sr., UCLA 


DEFENSE 

DL Bradlee Anae Sr, Utah 

DL LekiFotu Sr., Utah 

DL Mustafa Johnson Jr., Colorado 

DL Jay Tufele So., USC 

LB EvanWeaver Sr., California 

LB TroyDye Sr., Oregon 

LB Merlin Robertson So., Arizona State 
DB Paulson Adebo Jr., Stanford 

DB  JaylonJohnson Jr., Utah 

DB  JulianBlackmon Sr., Utah 

DB Jalen Thompson Sr., Washington State 


SPECIALISTS 


K Jet Toner Sr., Stanford 
P = Oscar Draguicevich Ill Jr., Washington State 


ON THE RISE 


UCLA 
thay » The Bruins were dramatically 


more competitive in the second half of 
last season, return 18 starters and have a 
coach named Chip Kelly. 


» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


With a good performance in 
the Ducks’ season opener against 


Auburn, Oregon 
senior quarterback 


could start on top of 
the list. He has the 
size, accuracy and 


strength to suggest he can doit, 
and it also helps that Oregon has 
plenty of go-to weapons and an 
absurdly veteran offensive line. 


ON THE WANE 


§ STANFORD 


» Usually the choice for first or 
second in the Pac-12, the Cardinal could 
finish as low as fifth this time. The system 
is proven but there’s just not enough skill 


around quarterback K.J. Costello, 


2) USC soap opera. Clay Helton 
made a slightly surprising return 
after a losing season, then hired a new 
OC (Kliff Kingsbury) who left after just a 
month to be head coach of the Arizona 
Cardinals. What now? 


© Transformed Aussies. Both Utah 
(with 23-year-old Ben Lennon) and 
USC (with 27-year-old Ben Griffiths) 
added “freshman” punters who are 
actually veterans of the Australian rules 
football league. 


RATING THE PAC-12 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Andre Baccellia, Washington 
Baccellia’s sub-4.4 40 and 12 Rose Bowl catches 
will make him a fun target for new QB Jacob Eason. 


» BEST HANDS 
Theo Howard, WR, UCLA 
He caught 51 passes last season without a drop. 


» BEST PASSING QB 
K.J. Costello, Stanford 
Costello threw for the second-most passing yards 
(3,540) in school history last season. 


» BEST RUNNING QB 
Khalil Tate, Arizona 
Whether Tate’s rushing was limited by ankle or 
coaching issues last season—or both—his 1,411 
rushing yards in 2017 are hard to forget. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
J.J. Taylor, Arizona 
The 5-6 pinball has the body control and ability to 
change direction that drives tacklers crazy. 

» BEST ATHLETE 
Jaylon Johnson, CB, Utah 
Johnson broke out as a lockdown corner last year 
with his leaping ability and breakaway speed. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Justin Herbert, QB, Oregon 
Herbert won't improve his NFL stock this season, 
but that’s because his size, arm strength, mobility 
and intelligence already have it pretty high. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Kayvon Thibodeaux, DE, Oregon 
The five-star freshman should immediately create 
havoc with his combo of size, speed and agility. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Jacob Eason, QB, Washington 
After losing his starting job to Jake Fromm at 
Georgia, the strong-armed local quarterback came 
home, much to the Huskies’ delight. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Jalen Moore, S, Oregon State 
There’s nothing fun about meeting the Pac-12’s 
ninth-leading tackler last season in the open field. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Mike Leach, head coach, Washington State 
The pirate-obsessed coach’s famed tangents last 
season involved topics such as disco, Bigfoot, 
raccoon tracking and wedding planning. 


» MOST INNOVATIVE COACH 
Chip Kelly, UCLA 
Maybe the shine from his Oregon success wore off 
somewhat in the NFL, but the Bruins’ improvement 
in 2018 shows he still has a knack for figuring it out. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Andy Avalos, DC, Oregon 
Oregon doubled the salary of the former Boise 
State DC to bring over his aggressive system. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Clay Helton, USC 
The schedule suggests the pressure on Helton will 
be felt well before October. 


» BEST FACILITIES 
Oregon 
Special training-facility touches: Italian furnishings, 
marble showers, barber shop in the players’ lounge. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 

Justin Herbert, Q8, Oregon 

The Heisman hopeful is a straight-A biology major. 
» BEST TWEETER 

Paulson Adebo, CB, Stanford 

The bio on his refreshingly understated, oft- 


philosophical Twitter page says, in French, that the 
things that are understood do not need to be said. 
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FAST FACTS 


Mario Cristobal 
Second year (9-5) 


CAREER RECORD: 36-52 


Cristobal 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Marcus Arroyo (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Andy Avalos (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Autzen Stadium 
CAPACITY: 54,000 
TICKETS: 800-WEB-FOOT 
SITE: Eugene, Ore. 
WEBSITE: goducks.com 
TWITTER: @oregonfootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A.31 Auburn* 

S7 Nevada 

S14 Montana 

$21 @Stanford 

O5 California 

O11 Colorado 

019 @Washington 
0.26 Washington State 
N2  @usc 

N16 Arizona 

N.23 @Arizona State 
N.30 Oregon State 


“Arlington, TX 


2018 RESULTS: 9-4 


DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
Si Bowling Green 58-24 
S.8 Portland State 62-14 
S15 San Jose State 35-22 
S.22 Stanford (OT) 31-38 
$.29 @California 42-24 
O13 Washington (OT) 30-27 
0.20 @Washington State 20-34 
0.27 @Arizona 15-44 
N.3 UCLA 42-21 
N10 @Utah 25-32 
N.17 Arizona State 31-29 
N.23 @Oregon State 55-15 
D.31_ Michigan State* 7-6 
*Redbox Bowl 


TREGH 


ODUCKS » 


If Justin Herbert didn’t grow up just 
a few miles from Autzen Stadium—he 
was a little kid when fellow Oregonian 
Kellen Clemens quarterbacked the 
Ducks, then a teenager when Marcus 
Mariota won the Heisman—maybe his 
decision would have been different. 
For that, Oregon can be thankful. 
Expected to be possibly the top 

quarterback taken in this year’s 

NFL Draft, the Ducks’ big, strong-armed 

standout opted to return for his senior 

season, noting that Oregon “has been 

a special place for me as long as 

I can remember.” He also says 

“nothing could pull me away 

from the opportunities we have 

in front of us.” 

That’s actually something 

of a two-way street. The Ducks 

have those opportunities largely 

because Herbert is back. It helps 

also that linebacker Troy Dye 

similarly held off on the NFL to lead the 

Oregon defense while an absurdly veteran 


SMR. 


QB Justin Herbert ff —_ 7 \ 


\ 
TOP NFL PROSPECT 
QB Justin Herbert 


Herbert will enter a more quarterback-heavy 
draft in 2020 than he would have in 2019, but 
it gives him time to revive the accuracy that 
dipped last season, especially on big plays. 

He has long been on the NFL radar for his 
combination of size, mobility, arm strength and 
intelligence. 


offensive line returns along with 
many other key playmakers. 

As a bonus, Herbert also may 
get to throw to little brother 
Patrick Herbert, now a freshman 
tight end. But Patrick is just one 
of many available targets Justin 

will have this time around: Cam 
McCormick is back at tight end 
after breaking his leg in last season’s 
opener and, while prolific wide receiver 
Dillon Mitchell is gone, Penn State transfer 


CRISTOBAL: RICK SCUTERI/ AP: HERBERT: BRIAN MURPHY / ICON SPORTSWIRE 
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VERDELL: THOMAS BOYD / AP 


Juwan Johnson can fill in capably if he rehabs his once-valuable 
NEL stock at receiver. Johnson caught 54 passes for 701 yards 
with the Nittany Lions in 2017, but his production dipped last 
season while he dropped passes and was banged up. 

Oregon also returns 5-8 junior wideout Jaylon Redd (38 
catches for 433 yards in 2018), plus additional experienced 
pass-catchers in Johnny Johnson III and Brenden Schooler. 
Oh, and highly skilled freshman Mycah Pittman should help 
right away. 

Oregon’s running game is solid; CJ Verdell rushed for 
1,018 yards last season while Travis Dye had another 739. 

In addition, Darrian Felix returns after missing 11 games last 
season with a foot injury. 

No matter what the Ducks do offensively, their line will 
make it easier. Oregon returns six offensive linemen with 
significant starting experience from a unit that allowed 22 
sacks last season. That includes second-team All-Pac-12 guard 
Shane Lemieux and versatile tackle Calvin Throckmorton. The 
Ducks have so much depth that even the top junior-college 
lineman in the country last season, Malaesala Aumavae-Laulu, 
will have to fight for a spot inside. 

While Oregon has some continuity in scheme and 
personnel on defense, coaching is a different story. The Ducks 
experienced a divorce of sorts in February, when defensive 
coordinator Jim Leavitt finally left what appeared to be an 
awkward relationship with Mario Cristobal. Leavitt helped 
vastly improve Oregon’s once-woeful defense in 2017. However, 
after Cristobal was hired over him to replace Mark Helfrich as 
head coach for 2018, the defense regressed. After Leavitt left, 
safeties coach Keith Heyward was initially expected to take 
over as defensive coordinator, but Cristobal instead hired Andy 
Avalos, who ran a stingy defense at Boise State, while Heyward 
was given the title of assistant head coach. 

Under Avalos, the Ducks will continue to run a base 3-4, 
but it will morph into a four-man front and other formations, 
sometimes before the ball is snapped. A versatile “stud” 
linebacker ties it all together, which is where La’Mar Winston 
Jr. fits in as well as hybrid talents D.J. Johnson, a transfer from 
the University of Miami, and freshman Kayvon Thibodeaux, 

a five-star recruit with elite athleticism and instincts. With 313 
career tackles already, Dye will again quarterback the Ducks’ 
defense at middle linebacker, while Oregon has four players 
in the secondary with starting experience. 

If the Ducks’ defense can stiffen up again, they have enough 
offensively to suggest a North Division title and maybe even an 
entrance to the CFP conversation. That would mean Herbert, 
who isn’t likely to go any higher in the 2020 NFL Draft than 
in 2019, might just be rewarded in another way: as an Oregon 
hometown legend. 


2aysrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES BOE. 
1 Kayvon Thibodeaux, ©© 

2 Jonah Tauanu'u, OF 2 

3 Mykael Wright, > 4» 


The Ducks finished 
with the No. 1 class in 
the Pac-12, and it was 
bolstered by signing 
the No. 2 player in the 
country in Kayvon Thibodeaux from Westlake Village (Calif.) 
Oaks Christian. Oregon also grabbed an elite cornerback in 
Mykael Wright from Antelope Valley (Calif.), an All-America 
offensive lineman in Jonah Tauanu’u from Harbor City (Calif.) 
Narbonne and two more top-100 prospects in outside 
linebacker Mase Funa from Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei and 
receiver Mycah Pittman from Calabasas (Calif.). 


RB CJ Verdell 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 
Justin Herbert 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 


13 1447 | 240-404-8594 3151 29° 242.4 
“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 


C)Verdell. 13 202| 1018 5.0 10 78.3 
“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Jaylon Redd 13) 38 | 433 11.475 | 333 
~ TACKLES __GP Solo Assist Total 
Troy Dye 3 66 49° «115 
~ SACKS _GP_ No. _ Yards 
Gus Cumberlander 2. 40 23 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 10 
JevonHolland 5 | 8 1 16 | 0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC _| ORE | OPP | 
SCORING 453 330 
Points Per Game 34.8 25.4 
FIRST DOWNS 279 272 
Rushing 118 102 
Passing 140 147 
Penalty 21 23 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2332 1876 
Yards gained rushing 2640 2243 


Yards lost rushing 308 367 
Rushing Attempts 529 503 
Average Per Rush 4.4 3.7 
Average Per Game 179.4 144.3 
TDs Rushing 28 13 
PASSING YARDAGE 2 141 
Comp-Att-Int 246-418-8 257-453-17 
Average Per Pass 77 6. 
Average Per Catch 13.1 12.2 
Average Per Game 247.8 241.6 
TDs Passing 29 24 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5554 5017 
Total Plays 947 956 
Average Per Play 5.9 5.2 


PUNTRETURNS:8-YDS 22-263 14-103 
INTRETURNS: #-YDS 17-137 8-54 


KICK RETURNAVG. 20.2 22.7 
PUNT RETURN AVG. 12.0 74 
INTRETURNAVG. 8.1 6.8 
FUMBLES-LOST 21-10 20-6 
PENALTIES-YARDS 65-623 77-583 
Average Per Game 47.9 448 
PUNTS-YARDS 68-2689 67-2833 
Average Per Punt 39.5 42.3 
Net punt average 36.9 37.2 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME = 27:55 32:05 


3RD-DOWNCONV. 84/196 
3rd-Down Pet. 43% 37% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 17/28 10/25 
4th-Down Pct 61% 40% 


TDSSCORED 62 38 
FG-ATTEMPTS 6-11 23-27 
ATTENDANCE 371114 205496 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/53016 _5/41099 
Neutral Site Games 1/30212 


OREGON 94 153 96 104 6 453 
Opponent 53 103 80 84 10 330 
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CT: Conference Title + BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 


TylerShough (6-5, 210, Fr.) 

RB CJVerdell* (5-9, 209, So.) 
Travis Dye (5-10, 197, So.) 

LT PeneiSewell* (6-6, 345, So.) 
George Moore (6-6, 320, Sr.) 

LO ShaneLemieux* (6-4, 317, Sr.) 
Alex Forsyth (6-4, 297, So.) 

C = JakeHanson* (6-5, 297, Sr.) 
Ryan Walk (6-2, 282, So.) 

RG Dallas Warmack* (6-2, 316, Sr.) 
Malaesala Aumavae-Laulu (6-6, 332, Jr.) 

RT Calvin Throckmorton* (6-5, 318, Sr.) 
Brady Aiello* (6-7, 310, Sr.) 

TE CamMcCormick (6-5, 259, Jr.) 
Jacob Breeland* (6-5, 248, Sr.) 

WR Juwan Johnson (6-4, 230, Sr.) 
Bryan Addison (6-5, 192, Fr.) 

WR JaylonRedd* (5-8, 185, Jr.) 
Mycah Pittman (5-11, 195, Fr.) 

WR Johnny Johnsoniti* (6-0, 197, Jr.) 
Brenden Schooler* (6-2, 193, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Gary Baker* (6-3, 310, Sr.) 
Gus Cumberlander (6-7, 254, Sr.) 
DT JordonScott* (6-1, 329, Jr.) 
Sione Kava (6-6, 270, Sr.) 
DE Austin Faoliu* (6-3, 285, Jr.) 
Drayton Carlberg (6-5, 282, Sr.) 
LB La’Mar Winston Jr.* (6-2, 223, Sr.) 
Kayvon Thibodeaux (6-5, 240, Fr.) 
LB Sampson Niu (6-1, 212, Jr.) 
Isaac Slade-Matautia (6-1, 220, So.) 
LB TroyDye* (6-4, 224, Sr.) 
Isaac Slade-Matautia (6-1, 220, So.) 
LB —D.J. Johnson (6-5, 270, So.) 
Keith Simms (6-3, 227, Jr.) 
CB DeommodoreLenoir* (5-11, 196, Jr.) 
Mykael Wright (5-11, 180, Fr.) 
CB ThomasGraham Jr. (5-11, 191, Jr.) 
Kahlef Hailassie (6-2, 200, So.) 
S Nick Pickett* (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
Brady Breeze (6-0, 195, Jr.) 
S$ JevonHolland (6-1, 192, So.) 
Billy Gibson (6-1, 181, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K CamdenLewis (6-0, 196, Fr.) 
P — TomSnee* (6-3, 205, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 
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PAC-12 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH. 

Chris Petersen 
Sixth year (47-21) 

CAREER RECORD: 139-33 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bush Hamdan (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Pete Kwiatkowski (sixth year) 
Jimmy Lake (fourth year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Husky Stadium 
CAPACITY: 70,138 
TICKETS: 206-543-2200 
SITE: Seattle 

WEBSITE: gohuskies.com 
TWITTER: @UW Football 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 Eastern Washington 
SJ California 

S14 Hawaii 

S.21_ @BYU 

$.28 USC 

OS @Stanford 

O12 @Arizona 

O19 Oregon 

N.2 Utah 

N.8 @Oregon State 
N.23. @Colorado 

N,.29 Washington State 


2018 RESULTS: 10-4 


S11 Auburn* 16-21 
S.8 North Dakota 45-3 
S15 @Utah 21-7 
S.22 Arizona State 27-20 
$.29 BYU 35-7 
O06 @UCLA 31-24 
O13. @Oregon (OT) 27-30 
0.20 Colorado 27-13 
0.27 @California 10-12 
N.3 Stanford 27-23 
N17 Oregon State 42-23 
N.23. @Washington State 28-15 
N.30 Utah** 10-3 
J) Ohio State*** 23-28 


“Atlanta, GA 
**Pac-12 Championship Game 
***Rose Bowl 


WASHINGTON 


WW HUSKIES 


QB Jacob Eason 


As his Washington Huskies 
opened up spring practices, 
coach Chris Petersen tried his 
best to play defense. 

That is, defending against 
the swarm of publicity given to 
quarterback Jacob Eason, once 
a local five-star high school 
prospect who transferred 
home from Georgia and is 

expected to take over under center for 
the graduated Jake Browning this season. 
Petersen downplays the rave reviews 
Eason received at 2018 practices 
by arguing that scout team 
quarterbacking is “just looking 
pretty throwing the ball.” He says 
external pressure on Eason has 
been unfair and that he hopes 
the quarterback is ignoring it all. 
“Nobody in the NFL can play 
as good as everybody’s making 
him (Eason) out to be,” Petersen 
says. 
Fair or not, the truth is that the hype 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
QB Jacob Eason 


Turns out, there wasn’t much shame in losing 


the starting job at Georgia to Jake Fromm, 
since both might land near the top of NFL 
Draft boards. Eason is a strong-armed pocket 
passer who can throw on the run with uncanny 
accuracy, though he needs a good showing 
after sitting out last season. 


is somewhat inevitable. First, 
Eason is a compelling story—the 
local prodigy who spurned 
Washington out of high school, 
started as a freshman at Georgia 
in 2016, then lost the job in 
2017 when he was hurt in the 
first game. Eason watched Jake 
Fromm ride the Georgia QB job all 
the way to the CFP title game ... and 
then decided to return home. 


PETERSEN: ROSS D. FRANKLIN / AP: EASON: ELAINE THOMPSON / AP 
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Eason is also a big deal because, well, he’s really talented. 
At 6-6, Eason is able to fling 40- or 50-yard passes with 
uncanny accuracy on the run or in just about any position, 
and Petersen says he’s also a “really good guy” who interacts 
well with teammates. 

Moreover, Eason’s a big deal because Washington needs 
him to be a big deal. While Browning’s backup, Jake Haener, 
is back to compete for the job, the Huskies need Eason to help 
them contend for the fiercely competitive North Division title 
at a time when star rusher Myles Gaskin is gone as well as 
significant players in in every defensive unit. 

The Huskies have recruited well enough to suggest 
the defensive holes will be filled capably, but there’s an 
adjustment ahead. That starts on the line, where departed 
Greg Gaines, Shane Bowman and Jaylen Johnson left behind 
considerable size and experience. Productive returning 
tackle Levi Onwuzurike is the most experienced lineman left, 
but Josiah Bronson and John Clark have played roles, while 
redshirt freshmen Tuli Letuligasenoa and Sam Taimani have 
promise. 

The Huskies need linebacker Brandon Wellington to 
become a reliable centerpiece in the middle, having lost the 
Pac-12’s leading tackler, Ben Burr-Kirvin (12.6 per game), along 
with fellow starter Tevis Bartlett. In addition, there’s some 
question about the availability of inside linebacker DJ Beavers, 
who suffered a major leg injury in the Rose Bowl and missed 
the spring. Other replacements include senior Kyler Manu 
along with several redshirt freshmen and true freshmen. The 
secondary also lacks significant experience, though corner 
Keith Taylor returns along with nickelback Myles Bryant and 
versatile Elijah Molden. 

With Eason’s arm—and without Gaskin’s legs—the Huskies’ 
offense should be more varied. Washington’s passing offense 
was mediocre last season and rarely pulled off the big play, 
but the Huskies’ top three wide receivers—Aaron Fuller, Andre 
Baccellia and Ty Jones—all return and Eason has the potential 
to get more out of them. In addition, tight end Hunter Bryant 
should be a boost to the passing game. 

At running back, the athletic Salvon Ahmed rushed for 608 
yards last season behind Gaskin, and if a more featured role 
is too much to ask for him to take on, there’s also returnees 
Sean McGrew and Kamari Pleasant. Also watch out for highly 
regarded freshman Cameron Davis. 

The offensive line, meanwhile, loses only right tackle Kaleb 
McGary, with potential All-America left tackle Trey Adams 
returning from back surgery. 

All that means Eason should have enough around him to be 
able to grow without too much pressure—at least internally— 
the way Petersen would prefer. 

“It’s a hard game and there’s no perfect people, no perfect 
players,” Petersen says. “We gotta all keep that in mind.” 


2aysrorrs, RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES Ran 76 
1 Faatui Tuitele, 0) 4» 

2 Trent McDuffie, Gh 4» 

3 Jacob Bandes D7 4» 


The Huskies signed 
one of the best classes 
in the Pac-12 and had 
arguably the top group 
of defensive linemen in 
the country. It consisted of four top defensive tackles, all 
Polynesian Bowl selections, and two All-Americans in Faatui 
Tuitele and Jacob Bandes. They are joined by Noa Ngalu and 
Sama Paama. 


NB Myles Bryant 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 
Jake Haener 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pet. Yds. TD Avg/6 
4/1484) 9-131 |692 107/1 268 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 


SalvonAhmed 14 104 608/58 7 43.4 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


AaronFuller = 14, 58.| 874 15.1 4 62.4 
TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Myles Bryant 3/ 38} 23 | 6 
SACKS GP No. Yards 
Myles Bryant 3/35 46 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. TD 
N/A N/A N/A) NA N/A 
2018 TEAM STATS 
Bsa See 
SCORING 369 229 
Points Per Game 26.4 16.4 
FIRSTDOWNS 310 237 
Rushing 130 88 
Passing 156 135 
Penalty 24 14 


Yards gained rushing 2831 1905 


Yards lost rushing 363 279 

Rushing Attempts 564 461 

Average Per Rush 4,4 3.5 

Average Per Game 176.3 116.1 

TDs Rushing 26 13 
PASSING YARDAGE 

Comp-Att-int 264-405-12 295-457-11 


Average Per Pass 

Average Per Catch 12.6 9.0 
Average Per Game 238.4 190.1 
TDs Passing 19 12 


TOTAL OFFENSE 5805 4287 
Total Plays 969 918 
Average Per Play 6.0 47 


Average Per Game 414.6 306.2 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 16-285 42-884 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 23-122 20-204 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 11-100 12-164 


KICK RETURNAVG. 17.8 21.0 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 5.3 10.2 
INTRETURN AVG. 91 13.7 
FUMBLES-LOST N-5 23-9 


PENALTIES-YARDS 69-619 74-612 
Average Per Game 44.2 43.7 


PUNTS-YARDS 54-2188 73-2904 
Average Per Punt 40.5 39.8 
Net punt average 341 37.3 


TIMEOFPOSS,/GAME 32:21 27:39 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 88/194 81/214 


3rd-Down Pet. 45% 38% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 1/21 13/23 
4th-Down Pct. 52% 57% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 24-187 24-171 
MISC. YARDS 
TDSSCORED 46 26 
FG-ATTEMPTS 16-22 17-25 
ATTENDANCE 414405 229349 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/69068 5/45870 
Neutral Site Games vases 


WASHINGTON 117 103 64 82 3 369 
Opponent 56 63 54 50 6 229 


5-YEAR RECORD 47-21 


eG BG creG BG crac 


ro) 


8-6 7-6 12-2 10-3 
2014 | 2015 2018 


i 
1 


QB Jacob Eason (6-6, 228, Jr.) 
Jake Haener (6-0, 196, So.) 
RB Salvon Ahmed (5-11, 193, Jr.) 
Sean McGrew (5-7, 184, Jr.) 
LY = TreyAdams (6-8, 306, Sr.) 
Matteo Mele (6-5, 298, Fr.) 
LQ Luke Wattenberg" (6-5, 300, Jr.) 
Jaxson Kirkland (6-7, 320, So.) 
NickHarris* (6-1, 302, Sr.) 
Cole Norgaard (6-5, 302, So.) 
Jaxson Kirkland* (6-7, 320, So.) 
Henry Roberts (6-6, 316, Sr.) 
Jared Hilbers (6-7, 305, Sr.) 
Henry Bainivalu (6-6, 319, So.) 
Hunter Bryant (6-2, 241, Jr.) 
Cade Otton* (6-5, 250, So.) 
Aaron Fuller* (5-11, 183, Sr.) 
Chico McClatcher (5-8, 184, Sr.) 
Andre Baccellia (5-10, 175, Sr.) 
Terrell Bynum (6-1, 198, So.) 
Ty Jones® (6-4, 209, Jr.) 
Quinten Pounds (6-0, 179, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

PT TuliLetuligasenoa (6-2, 318, Fr.) 
Sam Taimani (6-2, 322, Fr.) 

OT LeviOnwuzurike (6-3, 287, Jr.) 
Josiah Bronson (6-3, 290, Sr.) 

OLB JoeTryon (6-5, 266, So.) 
Zion Tupuola-Fetui (6-3, 266, Fr.) 

{LB DJ Beavers (6-1, 211, Sr.) 
Kyler Manu (6-1, 250, Sr.) 

{LB Brandon Wellington (6-0, 223, Sr.) 
MJ Tafisi (6-0, 232, Fr.) 

OLB Ryan Bowman (6-0, 268, Jr.) 
Ariel Ngata (6-3, 216, So.) 

NB MylesBryant* (5-9, 184, Sr.) 
Dustin Bush (5-9, 180, Sr.) 

CB Keith Taylor (6-3, 198, Jr.) 
Dominique Hampton (6-2, 205, Fr.) 

CB Elijah Molden (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
Kyler Gordon (6-0, 195, Fr.) 

$s Julius Irvin (6-1, 183, Fr.) 
Cameron Williams (6-0, 185, Fr.) 

S$ _ Brandon McKinney (6-0, 201, Jr.) 
Alex Cook (6-1, 202, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K ~~ PeytonHenry* (5-11, 195, So.) 
P Joel Whitford? (6-3, 213, Sr.) 
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FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Mike Leach 

Eighth year (49-40) 

CAREER RECORD: 133-83 
STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Leach (eighth year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tracy Claeys (second year) 


STADIUM: Martin Stadium 
CAPACITY: 32,952 
TICKETS: 800-GO-COUGS 
SITE: Pullman, Wash. 
WEBSITE: wsucougars.com 
TWITTER: @WSUCougFB 


a 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31__ New Mexico State 
S? Northern Colorado 
5.13 @Houston* 

S.21 UCLA 

$.28 @Utah 

O12 @Arizona State 
O19 Colorado 

0.26 @Oregon 

N.9  @California 

N16 Stanford 

N.23 Oregon State 
N.29. @Washington 


*NRG Stadium, Houston, TX 


2018 RESULTS: 11-2 


Si @Wyoming 41-19 
S.8 San Jose State 31-0 
S.15__Eastern Washington 59-24 
$21. @USC 36-39 
$.29_ Utah 28-24 
O6 @Oregon State 56-37 
0.20 Oregon 34-20 
0.27 @Stanford 41-38 
N.3 California 19-13 
N10. @Colorado 31-7 
N17 Arizona 69-28 
N.23 Washington 15-28 
D.28 lowa State* 28-26 
“Alamo Bowl 


WASHINGTON oTATe 


COUGARS 


WR Tay Martin 


Within five months of arriving 
at Washington State as a grad 
transfer from East Carolina last August, 
quarterback Gardner Minshew maximized Mike Leach’s 
“Air Raid” offense, led the Cougars to the Alamo Bowl 
and became something of a mustachioed cult hero. 

It was a seamless adjustment, and a lot of fun, for all sides. 

Leach may have found another ideal one-year fit this season, 
too. Gage Gubrud opted to make a grad transfer from Eastern 
Washington of the FCS and he, like Minshew, has credentials 
that suggest he won’t need much time to adjust either. 

While Minshew literally studied Leach’s prolific Texas Tech 
offenses as a high school quarterback, Gubrud racked up 9,984 
passing yards in 32 games at EWU and he’s the one who actually 
gave the Cougars an education of sorts: He threw for 474 yards 
as a freshman in 2016 to lead the Eagles to a 45-42 upset win 
over the Cougars. 

After suffering a springtime injury, Gubrud will have to beat 
out returnees Trey Tinsley and Anthony Gordon in the fall for 
the job, but the winner will inherit a well-oiled system with gobs 
of depth at receiver, a veteran offensive line and an established 
pass-catching running back in Max Borghi, who rushed for 366 
yards and collected another 374 through the air last season as a 
freshman. The Cougars lost leading rusher and receiver James 
Williams, plus slot man Kyle Sweet, but return their top four 
pass-catchers, led by Tay Martin. The O-line loses all-conference 
tackle Andre Dillard but has four regulars back and will turn to 
former juco standout Robert Valencia as the fifth starter. 

Five starters are gone from WSU’s solid all-around defense 
last season, but the scheme that produced a league-high 2.92 
sacks per game helped attract 295-pound West Virginia transfer 
Lamonte McDougle, who says he wanted to do more than clog 
the middle. Linebacker Jahad Woods will try to fill the defensive 
leadership void left by leading tackler Peyton Pelluer, while 
Marcus Strong may do the same in the secondary after four-year 
starter Darrien Molton graduated. 

There will be a lot of new names all over the field but the 
Cougars’ system is firmly in place. So as Minshew proved, with 
a little preparation and talent, things can keep moving forward. 
In the air, and otherwise. 
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5-YEAR RECORD 40-24 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB  GageGubrud (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
RB = MaxBorghi (5-10, 195, So.) 

LT LiamRyan* (6-5, 300, Jr.) 

LG Robert Valencia (6-6, 300, Sr.) 
c Frederick Mauigoa®* (6-3, 310, Sr.) 
RG JoshWatson* (6-4, 300, Jr) 
RT AbrahamLucas* (6-7, 320, So.) 
WR Renard Bell (5-8, 165, Jr.) 

WR Tay Martin* (6-3, 190, Jr.) 

WR Jamire Calvin (5-10, 162, Jr.) 
WR DezmonPatmon* (6-4, 225, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Nnamdi Oguayo (6-3, 255, Sr.) 
NT Lamonte McDougle (6-0, 295, So.) 
DT WillRodgersIll* (6-5, 250, Jr.) 
LB DillonSherman (6-2, 225, Jr.) 
LB JahadWoods* (6-0, 225, Jr) 
LB Willie Taylor IlI* (6-4, 235, So.) 
NB Skyler Thomas* (5-9, 185, Jr.) 
CB MarcusStrong* (5-9, 185, Sr.) 
CB George Hicks Ill (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
FS BryceBeckman (6-2, 195, Jr.) 
SS Jalen Thompson* (6-0, 195, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Blake Mazza’ (5-9, 175, So.) 
P Oscar Draguicevich III* (5-11, 185, Jr.) 


*Roturning Starter 


Street & Smith’s All-American 
Baay'srorTs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES shana 


1 Gunner Cruz, 95 56 
2 Travion Brown, O18 S* 
3 Jamir Thomas, |\.5 3+ 


Washington State didn’t 
have to deal with any late 
overtures for coach Mike 
Leach to leave and signed a 
strong class, headlined by 
Polynesian Bowl quarterback 
Gunner Cruz, a 6-5, 225- 
pound early enrollee from 
Gilbert, Ariz. 

Joining the Cougars in the 
fall will be 6-3, 215-pound 
linebacker Travion Brown of 
Temecula, Calif., and 6-7, 
280-pound in-state tackle 
Patrick Utschinski of Walla 
Walla. 
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g 
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LEACH: YOUNG KWAK / AP: MARTIN: TIMOTHY J. GONZALEZ / AP 


SHAW: JOHN HEFTI/ AP: COSTELLO: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 48-19 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


FFENSE 

QB K.J.Costello* (6-5, 215, Sr.) 

RB  CameronScarlett (6-1, 216, Sr.) 
Walker Little* (6-7, 313, Jr.) 
Devery Hamilton’ (6-7, 287, Sr.) 
Drew Dalman (6-3, 279, Jr.) 
Dylan Powell (6-3, 281, Sr.) 
Foster Sarell (6-7, 314, Jr.) 
Colby Parkinson* (6-7, 240, Jr.) 
Michael Wilson (6-2, 200, So.) 
Connor Wedington (6-0, 198, Jr.) 
Osiris St. Brown (6-2, 186, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE DalynWade-Perry (6-4, 316, Jr.) 
DT Michael Williams* (6-2, 293, Sr.) 
DE JovanSwann* (6-2, 271, Sr.) 
OLB Jordan Fox* (6-3, 227, Sr.) 

ILB Ricky Miezan (6-2, 248, So.) 
{LB Andrew Pryts (6-1, 222, Sr.) 
OLB 
cB 
cB 
s 

s 


9 


$55853°S5 


Gabe Reid (6-2, 231, Jr.) 

Obi Eboh (6-2, 194, Sr.) 
Paulson Adebo* (6-1, 189, Jr.) 
Stuart Head (6-4, 201, Jr.) 
Malik Antoine* (5-11, 192, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jet Toner* (6-4, 201, Sr.) 
P Alex Gracey (6-3, 195, So.) 


*Retumning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


BaaysrortTs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Elijah Higgins, > 4+ 
2 Austin Jones, (5 4" 
3 Branson Bragg, )) 4* 


Stanford went national 
as usual, going into Texas, 
Kentucky and Virginia to reel 
in four-stars while also doing 
a tremendous job in the Bay 
Area, inking three four-stars 
in its back yard. Elijah Higgins 
from Bowie (Texas) High is 
the crown jewel of this class, 
while Trinity, Ky., product 
Stephen Herron flipped to 
the Cardinal from Michigan. 


oT ANTOEL 


CARDINAL 


QBK.J. Costello 


When Stanford won the Pac-12 
South title in 2013, 2015 and 2017, 
it wasn’t just some magical “odd 
years” thing. The Cardinal had somewhat 
favorable schedules, stiff defenses and star running 
backs named Tyler Gaffney (2013), Christian McCaffrey 

(2015) and Bryce Love (2017). 

In 2019, Stanford might have none of the above. 

With Love dealing with ankle issues and the offensive line 
struggling, the Cardinal finished 1th in Pac-12 rushing offense 
last season (107.9 yards per game). They shifted focus to the 
passing game, but the favorite targets of quarterback KJ. 
Costello—wide receivers JJ Arcega-Whiteside and Trenton Irwin 
plus tight end Kaden Smith—are all gone. Stanford’s offensive 
line still needs work despite the presence of gifted tackles 
Walker Little and Foster Sarell, thus limiting the opportunity 
for returning tailbacks Cameron Scarlett, Trevor Speights and 
Dorian Maddox. But Stanford can, at least, count on kicker Jet 
Toner, who converted 14 of 15 field goals and all 34 extra points 
he attempted last season. 

Costello’s passing ability also suggests there’s still something 
to build around. He threw for the second-most passing yards 
in school history (3,540) and the third-most touchdown passes 
(29) while leading the Pac-12 in passing efficiency. That Costello 
chose to face similar defensive pressure again, despite being 
eligible to leave for the NFL, also may say something. “Stanford 
is a special place,” he tweeted. “I’m excited to get after it with 
my brothers in 2019.” 

The Cardinal return six starters defensively, though the 
linebacking corps is torn up with the departures of Sean Barton, 
Bobby Okereke and Joey Alfieri. Barton, who retired from 
football, was among the Pac-12’s leading tacklers with 92, while 
Okereke ranked 12th with 96. But the Cardinal do have some 
experienced linebackers returning in Jordan Fox, Gabe Reid 
and Casey Toohill. 

Stanford was also hit with graduations in the secondary, 
losing safeties Frank Buncom and Ben Edwards, but found a 
rising star last season in cornerback Paulson Adebo, who was 
a first-team all-conference pick in his first year as a starter. 
Adebo led the nation with 24 passes defended and had four 
interceptions. 

Always with good recruiting and continuity, Stanford likely 
will unearth more breakout players this season. They just need 
a bunch of them to stay afloat in the competitive North Division. 
It’s not just Stanford and Washington anymore. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


David Shaw 
Ninth year (82-26) 


CAREER RECORD: 82-26 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tavita Pritchard (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Lance Anderson (sixth year) 


STADIUM: Stanford Stadium 
CAPACITY: 50,424 
TICKETS: 800-STANFORD 
SITE: Stanford, Calif. 
WEBSITE: gostanford.com 
TWITTER: @StanfordFball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 Northwestern 
S7__@USC 

S14 @UCF 

S21 Oregon 

$28 @Oregon State 
0.5 Washington 
O17 UCLA 

0.26 Arizona 

N.9  @Colorado 
N16 @Washington State 
N.23 California 
N.30 Notre Dame 


2018 RESULTS: 9-4 


A31 San Diego State 31-10 
$8 usc 17-3 
S15 UC Davis 30-10 
$.22 @Oregon (OT) 38-31 
$29 @Notre Dame 17-38 
O6 Utah 21-40 
018 @Arizona State 20-13 
0.27 Washington State 38-41 
N.3 @Washington 23-27 
N.10 Oregon State 48-17 
N.24 @UCLA 49-42 
Di @California 23-13 
0.31 Pittsburgh* 14-13 
*Sun Bowl 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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A.31 
$7 
Si4 
$.21 
$.27 
Os 
0.19 
0.26 
NO 
N.16 
N.23 
N.30 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD C 
Justin Wilcox 
Third year (12-13) 


CAREER RECORD: 12-13 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Beau Baldwin (third year) 


>OACH 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Tim DeRuyter (third year) 
Peter Sirmon (first year) 


STADIUM: California Memorial 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 62,467 

TICKETS: 800-GO-BEARS 
SITE: Berkeley, Calif. 
WEBSITE: calbears.com 
TWITTER: @CalFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


UC Davis 
@Washington 
North Texas 
@Ole Miss 
Arizona State 
@Oregon 
Oregon State 
@Utah 
Washington State 
USC 
@Stanford 
@UCLA 


2018 RESULTS: 7-6 


S$. North Carolina 24-17 
S8  @BYU 21-18 
S15 Idaho State 45-23 
$29 Oregon 24-42 
O6 @Arizona 17-24 
O13 UCLA 7-37 
0.20 @Oregon State 49-7 
0.27 Washington 12-10 
N.3 @Washington State 13-19 
N10. @USC 15-14 
N.24 Colorado 33-21 
D1 Stanford 13-23 
0.26 TCU* (OT) 7-10 


*Cheez-It Bowl 


CALIFOAN 


GOLDEN BEARS 


LB Evan Weaver 


A fifth-place North Division finish and appearance in 
a memorably bad snack-food bowl game doesn’t fully 
explain the improvement California made last season. 
This does: The cash-strapped school gave coach Justin 
Wilcox roughly a 50-percent raise and extended his 
contract by two years before he had even finished his 
second season. 

Progress is relative at Cal, and the Bears made a lot of it in 
2018. They turned a defense that was one of the country’s worst 
into a unit ranked No. 15 in total defense, leading the Pac-12 in 
interceptions, defensive touchdowns, turnovers gained and 
passing yards allowed per game (175.1). 

Despite a troubling offense, Cal’s defense led the Bears to 
their second bowl game in seven seasons and energized the 
fanbase, which means Wilcox could end up paying for himself. 

“We are seeing tremendous momentum with fans, alums and 
students,” says athletic director Jim Knowlton. 

With the Bears returning the core of their defense—and with 
Washington and Stanford expected to slip slightly in the North— 
Cal might look poised to move up even further this season. But 
it isn’t quite that simple. 

Cal’s overtime loss to TCU in the dreadful (or delightful, 
depending on your point of view) Cheez-It Bowl again exposed 
their toothless offense, with Cal throwing five of the game’s 
nine interceptions. This time, quarterback Chase Garbers, who 
beat out 2017 starter Ross Bowers only to slump late last season, 
will be pushed by UCLA transfer Devon Modster. Meanwhile, 
the line lost two starters and the receivers need help after Cal 
finished last in Pac-12 passing offense. The Bears hope agile 
and surehanded Michigan transfer Kekoa Crawford or junior 
Jeremiah Hawkins become the big-play threat they need. 
McCallan Castles has the athleticism to be dangerous at tight 
end. But Cal needs to replace reliable rusher Patrick Laird at 
running back. 

Defense is a different story. The Bears didn’t lose anybody 
early to the draft and have five veterans, including all four 
starters, returning to a secondary that ranked ninth nationally 
in passing yards allowed. There are questions up front but 
nose tackle Aaron Maldonado was impressive in spots as a true 
freshman last season, and Evan Weaver was an all-conference 
linebacker who posted double-digit tackles in nine games last 
season. 

The defense should have enough to keep Cal from regressing, 
but the Bears won’t move forward unless the offense can. 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB Chase Garbers* (6-2 205 So.) 
RB Christopher Brown Jr, (6-1, 230, So.) 
LT Will Craig (6-5, 270, So.) 

LG Valentino Daltaso* (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
c Michael Saffell* (6-2, 305, Jr.) 
RG Gentle Williams (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
RT JakeCurhan* (6-6, 330, Jr) 

TE McCallanCastles (6-5, 230, Fr.) 
WR KekoaCrawford* (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
WR Jeremiah Hawkins (5-8, 185, Jr.) 
WR _ Jordan Duncan’ (6-1, 205, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE LucBequette* (6-2, 295, Sr.) 
DT AaronMaldonado (6-3, 285, So.) 
DE Zeandae Johnson (6-4, 275, Sr.) 
LB CameronGoode (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
LB EvanWeaver* (6-3, 245, Sr.) 

LB  Kuony Deng (6-6, 225, Jr.) 

LB TevinPaul* (6-4, 270, Jr.) 

CB Elijah Hicks* (5-11, 195, Jr.) 

CB CamrynBynum* (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
FS _Jaylinn Hawkins* (6-2, 205, Sr.) 
SS Ashtyn Davis* (6-1, 195, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Greg Thomas* (5-9, 165, Sr.) 
P Steven Coutts* (6-4, 215, Sr.) 


"Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
Bay srorrs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES rates 


1 Kuony Deng, “15 4» 
2 BrettJohnson, 0% 5» 
3 Orin Patu, OLS 5» 


A bowl season for coach 
Justin Wilcox and the Bears 
resulted in a strong recruiting 
class for Cal. 

It grabbed a stellar 
junior-college prospect 
in Kuony Deng and then 
also lured four-star Seattle 
linebacker Orin Patu, whose 
father played with Wilcox and 
Cal linebackers coach Peter 
Sirmon at the University of 
Oregon. 

The Bears went into 
Arizona to nab three-star 
defensive lineman Brett 
Johnson. 
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WILCOX: GERRY BROOME / AP: WEAVER: RICK BOWMER / AP 


SMITH: TIMOTHY J. GONZALEZ / AP; JEFFERSON: TIMOTHY J, GONZALEZ / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 14-46 


5-7 2-10 4-8 1-11 2-10 
2014 } 2015 
COS Gs 


CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB  JakeLuton* (6-7, 230, Sr.) 

RB  Jermar Jefferson* (5-10, 216, So.) 
7 BlakeBrandel* (6-7, 303, Sr.) 
Gus Lavaka’ (6-4, 358, Sr.) 

Nous Keobounnam (6-2, 287, Jr.) 
RG ClayCordasco (6-5, 316, Sr.) 
RT BrandonKipper (6-6, 281, So.) 
Noah Togiai* (6-4, 241, Sr.) 

WR  Jesiah Irish (5-11, 172, Fr.) 

WR  TrevonBradford* (6-0, 181, Sr.) 
WR Isaiah Hodgins* (6-4, 203, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE JeromyReichner (6-2, 272, Sr.) 
DT IsaacHodgins* (6-0, 269, So.) 

DE LaMoneWilliams (6-3, 287, Sr.) 
Hamilcar Rashed Jr.* (6-4, 236, Jr.) 
Andrzej Hughes-Murray* (6-2, 241, Sr.) 
Shemar Smith* (6-1, 235, Sr.) 
Isaiah Tufaga’* (6-0, 221, So.) 
Kaleb Hayes* (6-1, 189, So.) 

Isaiah Dunn’ (6-0, 183, Jr.) 

Jalen Moore* (6-0, 215, Sr.) 

David Morris (6-3, 210, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jordan Choukair* (6-1, 195, Sr.) 
P Daniel Rodriguez* (5-10, 214, Sr.) 


° 85 


*°S3SsGGE 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2eteFSPORTS, 


RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Omar Speights, ||." 5» 
2 Ta’Ron Madison, *" 5» 
3 Luke Musgrave, |= 3« 


The first full class under 
coach Jonathan Smith was 
largely built on transfers 
from FBS programs, but OSU 
made a big in-state push 
for high school prospects. 
That group was led by tight 
end Luke Musgrave, the No. 
2 prep player in Oregon, 
and four other key signees: 
athlete Anthony Gould, 
linebacker Omar Speights, 
defensive tackle Kelsen 
Hennessy and defensive end 
Cory Stover. 


IHEGON 3 


BEAVERS 


RB Jermar Jefferson 


Life in the Pac-12 North Division is tough enough when 
you're trying to move straight ahead. 

Oregon State hasn’t even gotten to that point yet, and 
probably won’t again in Jonathan Smith’s second season 
as head coach. 

While the former OSU quarterback and his staff made 
some small strides in Year One, the Beavers were too weak in 
the talent department to stop just about anyone. They had the 
second-worst total defense in Division 1, allowing 536.8 yards 
per game, and gave up 45.7 points per outing while averaging 
26.1 themselves. 

Pushed around at the line of scrimmage and unable to stop 
the run, Oregon State had by far the league’s worst rushing 
defense, allowing 281.8 rushing yards per game. The Beavers 
managed to beat a struggling Colorado team but otherwise lost 
all of their other eight Pac-12 games by 17 points or more. 

This time, OSU still lacks much depth, size and experience on 
the defensive line, though the linebackers and defensive backs 
have somewhat more promise this time. Nebraska transfer 
Avery Roberts could help a linebacking unit that showed 
encouraging signs at times last season. The Beavers lost both 
starting cornerbacks but could get a boost at safety if David 
Morris can stay healthy. Morris had 75 tackles as a freshman 
in 2017 but missed all of last season with a foot issue and had 
hamstring issues this spring. 

Things are more encouraging offensively. The Beavers 
return workhorse running back Jermar Jefferson, the Pac-12’s 
third-leading rusher last season (115.0 yards per game) and have 
a mostly veteran line to help him. Quarterback Jake Luton was 
given a sixth season of eligibility after being a part-time starter 
in 2018, but he’ll be pushed by strong-armed Nebraska transfer 
Tristan Gebbia. Oregon State also has two of its top three 
receivers back, Isaiah Hodgins and Trevon Bradford, and hope 
capable pass-catching tight end Noah Togiai can shake off the 
ankle issues that plagued him last season. 

Before spring practice began, Smith talked about how the 
friendly competition between Gebbia and Luton will make each 
quarterback better. 

“Depth forces competition, and competition leads to better 
play,” says Smith, who adds that all of his players are stronger 
and more familiar and comfortable with the scheme. 

Those are all signs of improvement but, at least for now, the 
kind of improvement that the scoreboard isn’t likely to reflect. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 
Jonathan Smith 
Second year (2-10) 


CAREER RECORD: 2-10 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brian Lindgren (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tim Tibesar (second year) 


STADIUM: Reser Stadium 
CAPACITY: 43,363 
TICKETS: 1-800-GO-BEAVS 
SITE: Corvallis, Ore. 
WEBSITE: osubeavers.com 
TWITTER: @BeaverFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.30 Oklahoma State 
S7  @Hawaii 

$14 Cal Poly 

$.28 Stanford 

O05 @UCLA 

O12 Utah 

O19 @California 

N.2 @Arizona 

N.8 Washington 
N16 Arizona State 
N.23. @Washington State 
N.30 @Oregon 


2018 RESULTS: 2-10 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 


Si @Ohio State 31-77 
S.8 Southern Utah 48-25 
S15 @Nevada 35-37 
$.22 Arizona 14-35 
S$.29 @Arizona State 24-52 
0.6 Washington State 37-56 
0.20 California 7-49 
0.27 @Colorado (OT) 41-34 
N.3 USC 21-38 
N10. @Stanford 17-48 
N17 @Washington 23-42 
N.23 Oregon 15-55 


_| 
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FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH: 

Kyle Whittingham 
15th year (120-61) 


CAREER RECORD: 120-61 


Whittingham 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Andy Ludwig (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Morgan Scalley (fourth year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Rice-Eccles Stadium 
CAPACITY: 45,807 

TICKETS: 801-581-UTIX 

SITE: Salt Lake City 

WEBSITE: utahutes.com 
TWITTER: @Utah_Football 


RB Zack Moss 


After finally breaking through with 
their first Pac-12 South Division title 


2019 SCHEDULE last season, and returning the bulk of 
DATE| OPPONENT A : 
A29 @BYU their roster this year, the Utes now 


S.7_Northern Illinois 
$14 Idaho State 
$.20 @USC 

S.28 Washington State 
O12 @Oregon State 
O19 Arizona State 


have big-boy problems. 

There’s that ego-inflating hype to 
deal with. The fact that everyone else 
will target them. And even a schedule 
problem-—that is, it might actually be 


0.26 Californi ; : 

N2 G@Weehington too easy if Utah wants to get in the 
N16 UCLA College Football Playoff discussion with one 
N.23 @Arizona loss. 


N.30 Colorado 


2018 RESULTS: 9-5 


Good problems to have. Really good 
problems. 
Utah coach Kyle Whittingham 


F : 
A30 Weber State 41-10 is confident the Utes can take 
S.8 @Northern Illinois 17-6 care of the external ones, at least. 
se ene nee wen “It is nice for the program to 

P ashington State F . . 
06 @Stanford 40-21 be recognized as a team that is 
O12 Arizona 42410 doing some good things, but I 
2 a Piper ates don’t think there is any chance 
N3. @Arizona State 30-38 this team becomes overconfident 
N.IO Oregon 32-25 or loses its underdog mentality,” 
ae @coloredo ae he says. “But the positive is being in 
N30. Washington* 3.10 those conversations, which is better than 
D.31_ Northwestern** 20-31 not being in them, I guess.” 


That’s true. For years, it seemed, the Utes 
were always a runner-up, easy to forget 
behind USC’s annual load of talent, UCLA’s 


*Pac-12 Championship Game 
**Holiday Bowl 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


CB Jaylon Johnson 


Johnson is on schedule to graduate in 
December, which will come in handy because 
the lockdown corner likely won’t be around after 
that. Limited as a freshman with injuries, the 
6-0, 190-pound junior from Fresno, Calif., broke 
out as a sophomore with four interceptions, four 
pass breakups and 41 tackles. He combines size, 
aggressiveness, intelligence and athleticism. 


underachievement, Colorado’s 
quick rise and fall, or even the 
latest fixes at the Arizona schools. 

Not now. Utah is strong at 

virtually every position, although 
it needs to rebuild its offensive 
line and replace two of the 
program’s best-ever specialists 

in punter Mitch Wishnowsky and 

kicker Matt Gay. 

It helped that the NFL didn’t lure away 
key pieces such as running back Zack Moss, 
defensive linemen Bradlee Anae and Leki 
Fotu nor defensive back Julian Blackmon. 
Utah’s fourth-leading rusher in school 


WHITTINGHAM: RICK BOWMER / AP: MOSS: YOUNG KWAK / AP 
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HUNTLEY: RICK SCUTERI/ AP 


history, Moss would have missed many pre-draft activities with 
a knee injury he suffered in November but said he returned to 
be a part of “team goals” and had individual goals, too. 

“Time to cement my name,” he tweeted in January. “Let’s 
do the damn thing.” 

While Moss gives the Utes an unusual combination of 
power, speed, elusiveness and pass-catching ability, Utah also 
has explosiveness in 5-8 backup Devonta’e Henry-Cole, who 
missed last season with a wrist injury. Henry-Cole is expected 
to take over the No. 2 spot with Armand Shyne deciding to 
transfer in March after his production tailed off last season. 

Offensive coordinator Andy Ludwig—he returns to the 
Utes after a 10-year absence, most recently serving as 
OC at Vanderbilt from 2015-18—also has a load of proven 
receivers to turn to. At just 5-8, Britain Covey may be easiest 
to underestimate, but his anticipation, ability to change 
directions and passion all came back notably last season after 
a two-year Mormon mission. 

Utah also has a pair of sophomore tight ends, Cole 
Fotheringham and Brant Kuithe, who showed potential in 
both blocking and receiving. 

Senior quarterback Tyler Huntley is expected to lead the 
Utes again, but he’ll be pushed by Jason Shelley, who filled in 
capably over the final five games last season when Huntley 
was out with a collarbone injury. University of Texas transfer 
Cameron Rising might receive a waiver to play immediately, 
too. 

The biggest issue the Utes will have offensively is replacing 
three of five starters on the line, including All-Pac-12 players 
Jackson Barton and Jordan Agasiva. But massive London 
native Bamidele Olaseni could step in right away for Barton 
at left tackle after becoming a first-team junior-college All- 
American last season. 

Defensively, Utah suffered big losses in safety/linebacker 
Chase Hansen and linebacker Cody Barton. But Penn State 
grad transfer Manny Bowen has the physical touch and 
instincts to take over one spot if he can put his disciplinary 
issues with the Nittany Lions behind him. 

The Utes are deep at cornerback, so two-time all- 
conference corner Blackmon is shifting over to safety to help 
out. Another All-Pac-12 pick, Jaylon Johnson, stays at one 
corner spot, with Tareke Lewis and Josh Nurse also getting 
some snaps there. 

Utah’s tradition of Australian punters will continue with 
Ben Lennon, who played four seasons of Aussie rules football, 
while Chayden Johnston is expected to take over for Gay at 
kicker. Those aren’t easy replacements to make in the kicking 
game, but if the Utes are as good as expected, they’ll manage 
somehow. 


2azysrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 


The Utes finally hada § TOPSIGNEES Annee 
breakthrough last season, 1 Bamidele Olaseni, OY 4+ 
winning the Pac-12 South. 2 SataoaLaumea, OG 4» 

Utah took advantage of 3 Jordan Wilmore, 11) 4» 

that by signing four-star 

juco offensive tackle Bamidele Olaseni while also going into 
southern California to snag a pair of four-stars in offensive 
lineman Sataoa Laumea from Rialto Eisenhower High School 
and Lawndale High running back Jordan Wilmore. The Utes 
snagged Laumea away from UCLA and flipped Wilmore from 
a commitment to USC. 


QB Tyler Huntley 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


MPASSING = 
TylerHuntley 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. TD Avg/6_ 
9 140.1 | 150-234-6 | 641 1788/12 198.7 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
ZackMoss 9 179 1096 6.1 | 11 1218 


RECEIVING GP Ho, Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


BritainCovey 13 | 60 637 10.6 1 | 49.0 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Bradlee Anae 4°27 «24 | OST 
- SACKS __ GP No. Yards" 
Bradlee Anae 4 8.0 56 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. TD_ 
Jaylon Johnson 4° 126 315 (1 
2018 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC _| UTAH | OPP _| 
SCORING 393 272 
Points Per Game 28.1 19.4 
FIRST DOWNS 284 238 
Rushing 136 82 
Passing 127 128 
Penalty 21 28 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2520 1404 
Yards gainedrushing 2879 1839 


Yards lost rushing 359 435 
Rushing Attempts 563 487 
Average Per Rush 45 2.9 


Average Per Game 180.0 100.3 
TDs Rushing _ 23 14 
PASSING YARDAGE 3021 3014 


Comp-Att-Int 251-408-12 272-469-15 
Average Per Pass 7.4 6.4 
Average Per Catch 12.0. 1A 
Average Per Game 215.8 215.3 
TDs Passing 19 18 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5541 4418 
Total Plays 971 956 
Average Per Play By 46 


Average Per Game 395.8 315.6 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 16-295 22-460 
PUNTRETURNS:8-YDS 30-223 13-71 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS = 15-259 12-187 


KICK RETURNAVG. 18.4 20.9. 
PUNTRETURNAVG, 74 5,5 
INTRETURN AVG. 17.3 15.6 
FUMBLES-LOST 22-14 15-6 


PENALTIES-YARDS 7-656 64-616 
Average Per Game 46.9 44.0 


PUNTS-YARDS 62-2699 83-3467 
Average Per Punt 43.5 4, 
Net punt average 4 37.4 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 29:50 30:10 
3RD-DOWNCONV, 75/199 72/216 


3rd-Down Pct. 38% 33% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 11/20 14/31 
4th-Down Pet. 55% 45% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 37-259 32-196 
MISC. YARDS 0. 1 
TDSSCORED 45 35 
FG-ATTEMPTS 26-31 9-17 
ATTENDANCE 277992 _ 211747 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/46332 6/35291 
Neutral Site Games 2/4071 
UTAH 90 107 109 87 0 393 
Opponent 82 55 79 56 O 272 
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CT: Conference Title > BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

Tyler Huntley* (6-1, 200, Sr.) 
Jason Shelley (5-11, 192, So.) 
Zack Moss* (5-10, 215, Sr.) 
Devonta’e Henry-Cole (5-8, 194, Jr.) 
Bamidele Olaseni (6-8, 332, Jr.) 
Simi Moala (6-7, 298, Fr.) 

Nick Ford (6-5, 315, So.) 

Johnny Maea (6-4, 305, Fr.) 
Orlando Umana* (6-4, 325, Jr.) 
Kyle Lanterman (6-2, 300, Sr.) 
Paul Toala (6-4, 327, Sr.) 

Paul Maile (6-2, 300, Fr.) 

Darrin Paulo* (6-5, 318, Sr.) 
Braeden Daniels (6-4, 292, Fr.) 
Cole Fotheringham* (6-4, 250, So.) 
Brant Kuithe (6-2, 229, So.) 
Bryan Thompson (6-2, 205, So.) 
Jaylen Dixon* (5-9, 165, So.) 
Solomon Enis (6-3, 197, So.) 
Terrell Perriman (5-11, 185, Fr.) 
Britain Covey* (5-8, 170, Jr.) 
Demari Simpkins* (5-10, 181, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Bradlee Anae’* (6-3, 263, Sr.) 
Semisi Lauaki (6-3, 276, Fr.) 
BY JohnPenisini* (6-2, 318, Sr.) 
Hauati Pututau (6-3, 304, Jr.) 
DT  LekiFotu* (6-5, 327, Sr.) 
DE 
iB 
iB 


65 5 & 8 


1] 


Pita Tonga* (6-1, 301, Jr.) 
Mika Tafua* (6-3, 250, So.) 
Maxs Tupai* (6-1, 250, Jr.) 
Francis Bernard (6-0, 242, Sr.) 
Devin Lloyd (6-3, 230, So.) 
Manny Bowen (6-2, 235, Sr.) 
Sione Lund (6-0, 236, So.) 

NKL Javelin Guidry* (5-9, 186, Jr.) 
Malone Mataele (5-11, 180, Fr.) 

CB JaylonJohnson* (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
Nygel King (6-0, 180, Jr.) 

CB Tareke Lewis (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
Josh Nurse (6-3, 197, Sr.) 

FS Julian Blackmon’ (6-1, 190, Sr.) 
R.J. Hubert (6-0, 195, So.) 

SS Terrell Burgess (6-0, 191, Sr.) 
Vonte Davis (6-0, 185, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
&  Chayden Johnston (6-1, 160, So.) 
P _BenLennon (6-2, 204, Fr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 
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FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Chip Kelly 
Second year (3-9) 


CAREER RECORD: 49-16 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Justin Frye (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jerry Azzinaro (second year) 


STADIUM: Rose Bowl 
CAPACITY: 92,542 
TICKETS: 310-UCLA-WIN 
SITE: Los Angeles 
WEBSITE: uclabruins.com 
TWITTER: @UCLAFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A239 @Cincinnati 

S.7__ San Diego State 
S14 Oklahoma 
$.21__@Washington State 
$.28 @Arizona 

O.5 Oregon State 
O17 @Stanford 

0.26 Arizona State 
N.2. Colorado 

N16 @Utah 

N.23. @USC 

N.30. California 


2018 RESULTS: 3-9 


Si Cincinnati 17-26 
$8 | @Oklahoma 21-49 
S15 Fresno State 14-38 
S.28 @Colorado 16-38 
0.6 Washington 24-31 
013 @California 37-7 
0.20 Arizona 31-30 
0.26 Utah 10-41 
N.3 @Oregon 21-42 
N.10 @Arizona State 28-31 
N17 USC 34-27 
N.24 Stanford 42-49 


UCLA 


os BRUINS 


7 
Zi 


~ 


QB Dorian Thompson-Robinson 


Just one weekend into his first 
November as UCLA’s coach, Chip 
Kelly already had more losses 
with the Bruins than he did in 
four seasons at Oregon. 

By the end of the month, that 
hardly mattered anymore. They 
were a different team. 

Over their final three games, 
the Bruins nearly pulled out a 

win at Arizona State, beat USC and lost a 
wild one against Stanford in their regular- 
season finale. 

“T truly believe this is a future Pac-12 
Championship Game,” Stanford coach David 
Shaw said afterward. “It’s going to be a lot of 
fun watching these two teams play the next 
few years.” 

In his typically guarded style, Kelly said 
during spring practice he wasn’t “that 
reflective and deep” to consider what 
happened last season, but the numbers 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
RB Joshua Kelley 


Starting his career at FCS school UC Davis, 
Kelley has gone from walk-on to standout to 
NFL prospect as a Bruin. The 5-11, 204-pound 
senior still won't blow anyone away with his 
explosiveness or athleticism, but he’s powerful 
and hard to bring down, never giving up easily 
after contact. He’s also a smart, patient runner. 


speak for themselves. 

Over its first four games, UCLA averaged 
just 312.0 yards of total offense but went for 
432.9 over the final eight games. The Bruins’ 
scoring in its first four games (17.0) to its last 
four (31.3) contrasted even more. 

That upward curve should continue 
this season, maybe dramatically so. That’s 
because many of UCLA’s key players return 


KELLY: DAVID ZALUBOWSKI / AP THOMPSON-ROBINSON: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 
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HOWARD: RICK SCUTERI / AP 


both offensively and defensively to a system that is now in 
place, including standout running back Joshua Kelley, who 
opted to return for his senior season. Kelley the rusher was 

a microcosm of the Bruins’ transition to Kelly the coach: 

The rusher made little impact over the first three games but 
finished with the 10th-best rushing total in school history: 
1,243 yards, including 289 against USC. 

UCLA also returns a quarterback, Dorian Thompson- 
Robinson, who grew under fire as a freshman last season, 
having to play in the first game of the season after grad 
transfer Wilton Speight was hurt. 

Both Kelley and Thompson-Robinson benefited from an 
offensive line that gradually exceeded expectations last season 
and is now an established strength. The Bruins have to replace 
longtime starting tackle Andre James but have four returning 
starters on the offensive line, including 315-pound center Boss 
Tagaloa, who converted from nose tackle last year. 

Tight end Caleb Wilson, the Bruins’ leading receiver in 
2018, took off early for the NFL but UCLA returns its two top 
receivers in sure-handed Theo Howard and speedy Demetric 
Felton, while incoming juco transfer Jaylen Erwin also has 
impressive speed. 

Similarly, UCLA’s defense should benefit from a rough 
learning experience a year ago. The Bruins weren’t tough 
against the run and tied for last in the Pac-12 with Oregon State 
in sacks per game (1.25), allowing over 35 points in six games 
and more than 190 rushing yards in seven games. 

But seven of UCLA’s 11 starters in its regular-season 
finale against Stanford were freshmen or sophomores, 
with defensive end Rick Wade, safety Adarius Pickett and 
cornerback Nate Meadors the biggest losses this season. 

On a big but sometimes immobile defensive line, 380- 
pound Atonio Mafi has “slimmed down” and worked 
to improve his pass-rush moves. Kelly calls 315-pound 
sophomore end Otito Ogbonnia a “sky’s-the-limit guy” who 
improved as last season went on. 

UCLA lost frequently injured outside linebacker Jaelan 
Phillips to the University of Miami as a grad transfer, but the 
Bruins return sack leaders Keisean Lucier-South and Lokeni 
Toailoa to their linebacking group. Josh Woods is back from a 
knee injury that cost him all of last season, too. 

Overall, UCLA allowed 444.9 total yards per game last 
season (245.5 via passing) and was the Pac-12’s third-least- 
efficient passing defense. But Elijah Gates grew at cornerback 
while filling in for the injured Meadors. 

The Bruins are hoping punter Collin Flintoft can take over 
capably for his cousin, Stefan Flintoft, who led the Pac-12 in 
punting average (45.8) last season. 

While it was too much to expect much improvement last 
year, even with Kelly, it’s not anymore-especially if the 
Bruins pick up where they left off last November. 


zZetrsrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES refine 
1 SeanRhyan, OF 4* 

2 Mike Martinez, TE 36 

3 Shamar Martin, GE © 


UCLA’s first full class 
under coach Chip Kelly 
was different for folks 
who were used to the Jim 
Mora regime. The Bruins 
didn't get a commitment until the summer and had a curious 
approach that wasn’t necessarily fruitful for them, but they 
did sign the top offensive lineman in California in Sean 
Rhyan, a four-star All-American from Orange County. 


WR Theo Howard 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING . 
Dorian Thompson-Robinson 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pet. Yds. TD Avg/G 
10) 122.3 | 112-194-4577) 13) 7) 1311 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
JoshuaKelley W225, 1243 5.5 12) 113.0 
“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
TheoHoward 12) 51 677 113.3, 4 | 56.4 


“TACKLES _GP Solo Assist Total 
Krys Barnes 12) 53 | 32 85 
“SACKS GP No. Yards 


Keisean Lucier-South 2) 40 | 2 


“SINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 10 
Darnay Holmes 3 | 3t! 1103) 1 


2018 TEAM STATS 
|STATISTIC | UCLA | OPP | 


SCORING 295 409 
Points Per Game 24.6 34.1 

FIRSTDOWNS 253 281 
Rushing 98 121 
Passing 134 135 
Penalty 21 25 


RUSHING YARDAGE 1858 2393 
Yards gained rushing 2207 2582 


Yards lost rushing 349 189 
Rushing Attempts 451 520 
Average Per Rush 4. 46 
Average Per Game 154.8 199.4 
TDs Rushing 20 31 
PASSING YARDAGE 2853 2946 
Comp-Att-Int 239-403-410 226-371-11 
Average Per Pass 71 LY. 
Average Per Catch 11.9 13,0 
Average Per Game 237.8 245,5 
TDs Passing 13 19 
TOTAL OFFENSE 4711 5339 
Total Plays 854 891 
Average Per Play 5.5 6.0 


Average Per Game 392.6 444.9 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 9-248 22-572 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 11-100 —- 19-325 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 11-81 10-37 


KICK RETURNAVG, 27.6 26.0. 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 91 71 
INTRETURN AVG. 7.4 3. 
FUMBLES-LOST 15-7 12-7 
PENALTIES-YARDS 82-684 65-570 
Average Per Game 57.0 47.5 
PUNTS-YARDS 60-2674 49-2050 
Average Per Punt 44.6 41.8 
Net punt average 37.2 36.9 


TIMEOFPOSS,/GAME 27:34 32:26 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 66/175 85/177 


3rd-Down Pet 38% 48% 
4TH-DOWNCONV., 14/26 10/19 
4th-Down Pct. 54% 53% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 15-92 32-216 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 36 52 
FG-ATTEMPTS 14-19 14-18 
ATTENDANCE 358147 281685 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/51164 5/56337 
Neutral Site Games 0/0 
UCLA 75 68 67 85 O 295 
Opponent 81 124 115 89 O 409 
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2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

QB D. Thompson-Robinson* (6-1, 205, So.) 
Austin Burton (6-2, 196, So.) 

RB JoshuaKelley* (5-11, 204, Sr.) 
Martell Irby (5-8, 200, So.) 

LY AlecAnderson (6-4, 300, So.) 
Sean Rhyan (6-5, 309, Fr.) 

LO Michael Alves* (6-4, 322, Jr.) 
Jon Gaines (6-4, 280, So.) 

C _ Boss Tagaloa* (6-1, 315, Sr.) 
Sam Marrazzo (6-3, 290, So.) 

RG Christaphany Murray* (6-2, 298, So.) 
Baraka Beckett (6-3, 280, So.) 

RT JakeBurton* (6-4, 302, Jr.) 
Alec Anderson (6-4, 300, So.) 

TE DevinAsiasi (6-3, 250, Jr.) 
Jordan Wilson (6-4, 250, Jr.) 

WR DemetricFelton* (5-9, 184, Jr.) 
Michael Ezeike (6-5, 215, So.) 

WR Chase Cota (6-4, 206, So.) 
Dymond Lee (6-1, 187, Jr.) 

WR TheoHoward* (6-0, 182, Sr.) 
Jaylen Erwin (5-11, 173, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Otito Ogbonnia* (6-4, 315, So.) 
Tyler Manoa (6-4, 290, So.) 

DT  Atonio Mafi* (6-2, 380, So.) 
Martin Andrus Jr. (6-1, 298, Jr.) 

DE Osa Odighizuwa* (6-2, 280, Jr.) 
Datona Jackson (6-4, 270, Jr.) 

OLB Odualsibor* (6-3, 250, So.) 
Jayce Smalley (6-0, 226, So.) 

ILB Tyree Thompson* (6-1, 220, Sr.) 
Josh Woods (6-2, 235, Sr.) 

1L8 Krys Barnes* (6-1, 235, Sr.) 
Lokeni Toailoa (6-1, 240, Sr.) 

OLB KeiseanLucier-South* (6-4, 235, Jr.) 
Elijah Wade (6-5, 255, So.) 

CB Darnay Holmes* (5-10, 198, Jr.) 
Jay Shaw (5-11, 191, So.) 

CB Elijah Gates (5-10, 180, So.) 
Rayshad Williams (6-2, 183, So.) 

s Quentin Lake* (6-0, 185, Jr.) 
Kenny Churchwell Ill (6-1, 190, So.) 

$ Stephan Blaylock (5-10, 180, So.) 
Mo Osling Il (6-1, 187, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = SJMolson* (6-1, 185, Sr.) 
P Collin Flintoft (6-1, 185, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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PAC-12 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH, 
Clay Helton 
Fifth year (32-17) 


CAREER RECORD: 32-17 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Graham Harrell (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Clancy Pendergast (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum 
CAPACITY: 77,500 
TICKETS: 213-740-GOSC 
SITE: Los Angeles 
WEBSITE: usctrojans.com 
TWITTER: @USC_Athletics 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31_ Fresno State 
SJ Stanford 

S14. @BYU 

$.20. Utah 

$.28 @Washington 
O12 @Notre Dame 
O19 Arizona 

0.25 @Colorado 
N.2 Oregon 

N.S @Arizona State 
N16 @California 


N.23 UCLA 

2018 RESULTS: 5-7 

Si UNLV 43-21 
S.8 @Stanford 3-17 
S15 @Texas 14-37 
5.21 Washington State 39-36 
S.29 @Arizona 24-20 
0.13 Colorado 31-20 
0.20 @Utah 28-41 
0.27 Arizona State 35-38 
N.3| @Oregon State 38-21 
N10 California 14-15 
N17?) @UCLA 27-34 
N.24 Notre Dame 17-24 


ol 


TROJANS 


QB JT Daniels 


At the end ofa day when a “Fire Clay Helton” banner 
flew over the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, fans 
booed his appearance on the video board and the 
Trojans lost to finish their season 5-7, the USC coach says 
athletic director Lynn Swann told him “there are better 
days ahead.” 

Are there? 

The Trojans already faced questions about their offense 
even before hiring Kliff Kingsbury as offensive coordinator 
and watching him bolt a month later for the Arizona Cardinals 
for just a $150,000 buyout. There was no telling if USC would 
be able to clean up a mess of turnovers, penalties and other 
self-inflicted issues. And Helton’s team faces a brutal opening 
schedule that doesn’t bode well for a program surrounded by 
perennial impatience. 

But the Trojans are still loaded with talent, didn’t lose a single 
player early to the NFL Draft and play in a fairly open Pac-12 
South Division. 

Any upward mobility probably begins with sophomore 
quarterback JT Daniels living further up to his hype under new 
offensive coordinator Graham Harrell, the former Mike Leach 
protégé and Texas Tech quarterback who ran the prolific North 
Texas offense the past three seasons. 

Harrell isn’t expected to deploy a full Leach-like “Air Raid” 
mode-rushers will likely more often be incorporated into his 
scheme-but his simpler approach could better take advantage 
of the Trojans’ talented receivers. 

Productive wideouts Michael Pittman Jr., Tyler Vaughns 
and Amor-Ra St. Brown all return, while sophomore Devon 
Williams showed promise last season. Harrell is likely to also 
take more advantage of the pass-catching ability of running 
backs Stephen Carr and Vavae Malepeai. 

Defensively, the Trojans should be in a more stable place. 
Their defensive line returns mostly intact. Christian Rector is 
able to dominate at end or linebacker and Marlon Tuipulotu a 
force in the middle. USC lost linebacker Cameron Smith after he 
led the Trojans in tackles for three straight seasons but returns 
playmakers such as John Houston Jr., Jordan Iosefa and Palaie 
Gaoteote IV. In the secondary, longtime cornerstones such as 
Marvell Tell If], Iman Marshall and Ajene Harris will be replaced 
with young talent that includes Talanoa Hufanga and Greg 
Johnson, who briefly considered a transfer. 

At punter, 27-year-old “freshman” Ben Griffiths arrives from 
Australia after playing Aussie rules football. 

In the month of September, USC will host Stanford and Utah 
while facing BYU and Washington on the road. It won’t take 
long to see what kind of days really are ahead. 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB JTDaniels* (6-3, 210, So.) 

Vavae Malepeai (6-0, 215, Jr.) 
Austin Jackson* (6-6, 305, Jr.) 
Alijah Vera-Tucker (6-4, 310, So.) 
Brett Neilon (6-2, 295, So.) 
Andrew Vorhees* (6-6, 315, Jr.) 
Jalen McKenzie (6-5, 310, So.) 
Josh Falo(6-6, 230, Jr.) 

Michael Pittman Jr.* (6-4, 225, Sr.) 
Amon-RaSt. Brown* (6-1, 195, So,) 
Tyler Vaughns* (6-2, 185, Jr.) 


EFENSE 

Christian Rector* (6-4, 275, Sr.) 
Marlon Tuipulotu* (6-3, 305, So.) 
Jay Tufele (6-3, 310, So.) 

Hunter Echols (6-5, 240, So.) 
Jordan losefa* (6-2, 230, Sr.) 
John Houston Jr." (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
Elijah Winston (6-3, 235, Fr.) 
Greg Johnson (5-11, 190, So.) 
Chase Williams (6-2, 190, Fr.) 
Isaiah Pola-Mao* (6-4, 200, So.) 
Talanoa Hufanga® (6-1, 215, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
Michael Brown‘ (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
Ben Griffiths (6-5, 230, Fr.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a sPorTs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES TARA 


1 Kyle Ford, Wit 4» 
2 Drake Jackson, 0E 4 
3 Max Williams, ©5 4* 


USC rallied to close strong, 
as Bru McCoy and Kyle Ford 
announced for the Trojans at 
the All-American Bowl, but 
then McCoy announced his 
transfer to Texas shortly after 
enrolling. That put a damper 
on the signing class, along 
with the short tenure of Kliff 
Kingsbury as USC's offensive 
coordinator. Still, the signing 
of Ford, the West's top 
receiver, was big, even if he’s 
coming off an ACL injury. USC 
did well in southern California, 
signing three players from 
prep powerhouse Corona 
Centennial. 
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2018 


HELTON: ALEX GALLARDO / AP: DANIELS: MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / AP 


EDWARDS: RALPH FRESO / AP. BENJAMIN: RICK SCUTERI / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 35-29 
8G BG 8 BG 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB DillonSterling-Cole (6-3, 215, Jr.) 
RB EnoBenjamin* (5-10, 201, Jr.) 
LT ZachRobertson* (6-6, 336, Sr.) 
LG AlexLosoya* (6-3, 294, Sr.) 

© — Cohl Cabral’ (6-5, 291, Sr.) 
RG  RoyHemsley (6-6, 335, Sr.) 

RT Steven Miller* (6-4, 333, Sr.) 
TE Tommy Hudson* (6-5, 247, Sr.) 
WR Brandon Aiyuk (6-1, 195, Sr.) 
WR KyleWilliams* (5-11, 182, Sr.) 
WR Frank Darby* (6-0, 192, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE GeorgeLea (6-3, 275, Sr.) 

NT D.J, Davidson (6-4, 325, So.) 

DE Jermayne Lole (6-2, 270, So.) 
LB Tyler Johnson’ (6-4, 258, So.) 
LB Darien Butler* (5-11, 232, So.) 

LB MerlinRobertson* (6-3, 235, So.) 
CB  ChaseLucas* (6-0, 175, Jr.) 

CB  KobeWilliams* (5-10, 169, Sr.) 

$ — TylerWhiley (6-0, 217, Sr.) 

S _ AashariCrosswell* (6-0, 190, So.) 
S CamPhillips (6-1, 170, Fr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& Brandon Ruiz* (5-10, 174, Jr.) 
P Michael Turk (6-1, 220, So.) 


*Roturning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Jayden Daniels, 00 4« 
2 Stephon Wright, © 4% 
3 Joey Yellen, 95 4% 


After closing strong with 
the 2018 class, the Sun 
Devils were even better with 
their first full class under 
second-year coach Herm 
Edwards. They signed the 
No. 2 dual-threat quarterback 
in the country in Jayden 
Daniels after not even being 
in his top eight last summer. 
They also pulled in two more 
quarterbacks in Mission Viejo 
(Calif.) four-star Joey Yellen 
and West Linn (Ore.) three- 
star Ethan Long. 
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ARIZONA 


SUN DEVILS 


RB Eno Benjamin 


After Arizona State introduced Herm Edwards and its 
- corporate-style “New Leadership Model” last year, the 
Sun Devils’ new coach became an easy target. 
Until the season began and he started winning. 
The Sun Devils finished second in the Pac-12 South 
and didn’t lose a single regular-season game by more 
than a touchdown. Edwards developed a power-running game 
with Eno Benjamin, who had the best rushing season (1,642 
yards) in school history. He coaxed big years out of receiver 
N’Keal Harry and quarterback Manny Wilkins, while defensive 
coordinator Danny Gonzales quickly shored up weak spots with 
amore reliable 3-3-5 scheme. 

Harry and Wilkins are gone now but Benjamin and ASU’s 
veteran offensive line, led by Rimington Trophy favorite 
Cohl Cabral at center, will give the new quarterback a solid 
foundation. Redshirt junior Dillon Sterling-Cole was the early 
leader to take over for Wilkins. Jayden Daniels is the most 
intriguing of the Sun Devils’ three freshman quarterbacks. 

He’s poised and athletic but carries only 180 pounds on his 6-3 
frame. 

A committee might be needed to replace Harry’s unique 
skills. Potential wideout targets include Brandon Aiyuk, who 
finished strongly last season as a juco transfer, along with Frank 
Darby and Kyle Williams. The Sun Devils will also deploy two 
tight ends on occasion; Tommy Hudson is a reliable blocker 
and short-passing target, while freshman Nolan Matthews has 
pass-catching skills. 

That the Sun Devils’ defense improved last season despite 
starting five freshmen says something. Linebacker Merlin 
Robertson was the Pac-12’s Defensive Freshman of the Year but 
had injury and behavior issues, while safety Aashari Crosswell 
also stood out. Corners Kobe Williams and Chase Lucas add a 
veteran touch, along with safety Tyler Whiley, who received 
NCAA clearance for a sixth season. 

Arizona State also has a solid kicker in Brandon Ruiz and a 
punter, Michael Turk, who was so impressive in practices as a 
redshirt transfer last season that starter Michael Sleep-Dalton 
transferred. The elusive Aiyuk might be the Sun Devils’ best 
returner, too. 

While Edwards’ style and philosophy went over well last 
season, the challenge is different this time: He’ll need to replace 
some key parts just when the rest of the South Division is 
improving. A continued leap forward won’t be easy. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Herm Edwards 
Second year (7-6) 


CAREER RECORD: 7-6 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rob Likens (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Danny Gonzales (second year) 


STADIUM: Sun Devil Stadium 
CAPACITY: 53,599 
TICKETS: 480-727-0000 
SITE: Tempe, Ariz. 

WEBSITE: thesundevils.com 
TWITTER: @ASUFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.29. Kent State 

S.6 Sacramento State 
$14 @Michigan State 
$.21 Colorado 

$27 @California 

0.12 Washington State 


O19 @Utah 

0.26 @UCLA 

N9 USC 

N16 @Oregon State 

N.23 Oregon 

N.29 Arizona 

2018 RESULTS: 7-6 

Si UTSA 49-7 
S.8 Michigan State 16-13 
$15 @San Diego State 21-28 
$22. @Washington 20-27 
$.29 Oregon State 52-24 
06 @Colorado 21-28 
O18 Stanford 13-20 
0.27 @USC 38-35 
N.3 Utah 38-20 
N1O UCLA 31-28 
N17 @Oregon 29-31 
N.24 @Arizona 41-40 
D15 Fresno State” 20-31 
*Las Vegas Bowl 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH'S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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PAC-12 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Kevin Sumlin 
Second year (5-7) 


CAREER RECORD: 91-50 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Noel Mazzone (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Marcel Yates (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Arizona Stadium 
CAPACITY: 55,675 

TICKETS: 520-621-2287 

SITE: Tucson, Ariz. 

WEBSITE: arizonawildcats.com 
TWITTER: @ArizonaFBall 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A24 @Hawaii 

S7__ Northern Arizona 
S14 Texas Tech 
$.28 UCLA 

05 @Colorado 
0.12 Washington 
0.19 @USC 

0.26 @Stanford 

N.2.| Oregon State 
N16 @Oregon 
N.23 Utah 

N.29 @Arizona State 


2018 RESULTS: 5-7 


Si BYU 23-28 
S.8 @Houston 18-45 
S15 Southern Utah 62-31 
$.22. @Oregon State 35-14 
$.29 USC 20-24 
O06 California 24-17 
O12 @Utah 10-42 
0.20 @UCLA 30-31 
0.27. Oregon 44-15 
N.2__ Colorado 42-34 
N17 @Washington State 28-69 
N.24 Arizona State 40-41 


ARIZONA 


WILDCATS 


QB Khalil Tate 


Just two games into the 2018 season, Arizona 
quarterback Khalil Tate turned from potential superstar 
into a confounding question. 
Many questions, actually. 
How bad was the ankle injury he suffered in the 
Wildcats’ second game? How rough was the adjustment 
to new head coach Kevin Sumlin and offensive coordinator Noel 
Mazzone? Did he really want to trade in his electric running 
of 2017 to become a pocket passer—or did he have to, either 
because of injury or coaching? 

Basically, where did he go? 

Tate opted to return as a senior this season to answer that 
query. Having rushed for roughly one-sixth of the 1,411 yards he 
picked up in 2017—and 10 fewer rushing touchdowns-Tate says 
because of the “circumstances” he was dealing with last season, 
he couldn’t perform to the best of his ability and was glad he 
had a year to learn the new offense. 

Arizona can only hope he reverts back somehow, especially 
because the Wildcats lost their top three receivers (Shun 
Brown, Shawn Poindexter and Tony Ellison) after Tate made 
progress, at least, as a passer last season. Tate threw for an 
average of 230.0 yards per game, with 26 touchdowns and eight 
interceptions while completing 56.3 percent of his passes. 

This time, Mazzone says he wants Tate to work in the system 
more often—and then roll out some “pizzazz plays” instead of 
relying on them—while Tate can have confidence handing off to 
J.J. Taylor, Gary Brightwell and the lightly used Nathan Tilford. 
But the Wildcats have an offensive line with significant depth 
issues. 

A perennially shaky defense unearthed a surprise on the 
line last season in junior-college transfer PJ Johnson, but he 
left for the NFL after one year, so Arizona will again need new 
help around speedy, long-edge rusher Jalen Harris and tackle 
Finton Connolly. Colin Schooler and Tony Fields II will lead the 
linebackers, while the secondary should get a boost from the 
return of cornerback Jace Whittaker and his nose for the ball. 

Despite all the questions, Arizona has time to answer them. 
The early schedule is soft and expectations will be low. Tate and 
the Wildcats likely will have until they host Washington on Oct. 
12 to figure out who they are. 
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OFFENSE 

Khalil Tate* (6-2, 215, Sr.) 

J.J. Taylor* (5-6, 184, Jr.) 

Josh Donovan (6-5, 317, Jr.) 
Cody Creason’ (6-4, 295, Sr.) 
Josh McCauley* (6-3, 292, Jr.) 
Robert Congel (6-3, 320, So.) 
Paiton Fears (6-5, 308, So.) 
Bryce Wolma* (6-3, 245, Jr.) 
Boobie Curry (6-2, 206, Fr.) 
Stanley Berryhill Ill (5-9, 172, So.) 
Cedric Peterson* (5-11, 195, Sr.) 


FENSE 
JB Brown* (6-3, 258, Jr.) 
Myles Tapusoa (6-1, 330, Jr.) 
Finton Connolly (6-5, 305, Sr.) 
Jalen Harris (6-4, 242, So,) 
Tony Fields I* (6-1, 230, Jr.) 
Colin Schooler* (6-0, 236, Jr.) 
Jace Whittaker (5-11, 195, Sr.) 
Lorenzo Burns* (5-10, 181, Jr.) 
Tristan Cooper’ (6-1, 195, Sr.) 
Scottie Young Jr.* (5-11, 200, Jr.) 
Christian Young (6-1, 209, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Lucas Havrisik* (6-2, 184, Jr.) 
P Matt Aragon (6-5, 222, Sr.) 
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"Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
2a srortTs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES PR 


1 Boobie Curry, Wh 46 
2 Grant Gunnell, 05 3* 
3 Bobby Wolfe, C8 3 


The first full class under 
coach Kevin Sumlin was solid 
but not spectacular. 

Four-star receiver Boobie 
Curry was the highest-rated 
player in the group, but 
Sumlin also reunited with his 
former Texas A&M commit, 
Grant Gunnell, a prolific prep 
quarterback out of the Lone 
Star State. 

Another Texan, three-star 
cornerback Bobby Wolfe, was 
a late surprise. 


SUMLIN: YOUNG KWAK / AP: TATE: RICK SCUTERI/ AP 


TUCKER: DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/ AP: SHENAULT: DAVID ZALUBOWSKI / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 26-37 
BG 


CT: Conference Title - BG: Bow! Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB Steven Montez* (6-5, 230, Sr.) 
Beau Bisharat (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
William Sherman* (6-4, 305, So.) 
Brett Tonz* (6-4, 275, Sr.) 

Colby Pursell* (6-4, 295, So.) 

Tim Lynott* (6-3, 300, Sr.) 

Frank Fillip (6-7, 285, So.) 

Jalen Harris (6-5, 255, Sr.) 

K.D. Nixon*(5-8, 190, Jr.) 
Laviska Shenault Jr.* (6-2, 225, Jr.) 
Dimitri Stanley (5-11, 185, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE  TerranceLang (6-7, 275, So.) 
DT  JalenSami (6-6, 320, Fr.) 

DE Mustafa Johnson’ (6-2, 290, Jr.) 
OLB Jacob Callier (6-2, 225, So.) 
ILB  Akil Jones (6-0, 235, Jr.) 

ILB  NateLandman* (6-3, 230, Jr.) 
OLB Carson Wells* (6-4, 245, So.) 
CB Delrick Abrams Jr. (6-3, 180, Sr.) 
CB ChrisMiller (6-0, 190, So.) 

FS Trey Udoffia (6-0, 185, Jr.) 

SS _DavionTaylor* (6-2, 220, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K James Stefanou (6-1, 195, Jr.) 
P Alex Kinney (6-1, 205, Sr.) 


SSSd58°5 5a 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a4SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Jash Allen, 8 4% 

2 Vontae Shenault, Wi 5 
3 Jaren Mangham, “T} 34 


The only coaching 
change in the Pac-12 was at 
Colorado with Mel Tucker, 
the former Georgia defensive 
coordinator, taking over 
for Mike Macintyre. The 
Buffs had a strong class 
considering how little time 
Tucker had to put it together. 
They held on to the majority 
of their class, which included 
four-star juco linebacker Jash 
Allen as the top prize. 
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COLORADO 


BUFFALOES 


ai 


WR Laviska Shenault Jr. <i. 


A seven-game losing streak to end last season—and the 

Colorado coaching career of Mike MacIntyre—might 

have brought back memories of the Buffs’ rough early 

years in the Pac-12. 

But things aren’t quite dialed all the way back that 

far. New coach Mel Tucker inherits a number of key 
playmakers on both sides of the ball—including all-league wide 
receiver Laviska Shenault Jr., quarterback Steven Montez and 
linebacker Nate Landman-—while Tucker’s hard-nosed approach 
and SEC background suggests he might find sustainable success. 

The early returns have been good, at least. The Buffs 
appeared to respond well to a nine-week program of strength 
and conditioning work that was so intense Montez said the 
beginning of spring practices were “kind of like a blessing.” And 
that’s not to say they were laid-back, either. 

“Coach Mac gota little intense from time to time, but coach 
Tuck brings that energy every single day,” Montez says. “I love 
it. I know the players feed off of it.” 

Behind a line that includes bulked-up sophomore tackle 
William Sherman, Montez will need to be more of a dual threat 
in a more varied, pro-style look after rushing for just 238 yards 
last season. Tucker’s desire for a more powerful style of running 
back could come in the form of 6-2, 225-pound senior Beau 
Bisharat, a former linebacker. 

Shenault, meanwhile, could be all over the place under 
offensive coordinator Jay Johnson, possibly even in the slot, 
in motion or out of the backfield. With Auburn transfer Jalen 
Harris now on board, tight end could be more of a passing 
target, too. 

The Buffaloes return only five defensive starters. They do 
have menacing end Mustafa Johnson but need more help 
at linebacker around juniors Akil Jones and Landman, who 
was the Pac-12’s fourth-leading tackler last season (10.3 per 
game). Jones is returning from an ankle injury that limited him 
last season. Both safety spots are open, and former hybrid 
linebacker/safety Davion Taylor could shift over to that position. 

Buy-in from Tucker’s more hard-nosed approach could 
help the Buffaloes exceed their low expectations. Maybe that 
happens. 

“It’s a ‘yes sir, no sir’ group of guys, which is a credit to their 
character,” Tucker says of his team. “There’s something about 
this group of guys that I think is special.” 
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FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH: 
Mel Tucker 


First year 
STAFF - 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jay Johnson (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Tyson Summers (first year) 


STADIUM: Folsom Field 
CAPACITY: 50,183 
TICKETS: 800-87-BUFFS 
SITE: Boulder, Colo. 
WEBSITE: cubuffs.com 
TWITTER: @RunRalphieRun 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A430 Colorado State* 

S7 Nebraska 

S14. Air Force 

S21 @Arizona State 

O5_ Arizona 

O11 @Oregon 

O19 @Washington State 
usc 


N2 @UCLA 
N.9 Stanford 
N.23 Washington 


N.30 @Utah 

“Denver, CO 

2018 RESULTS: 5-7 
DATE | OPPONENT RESULT 
4.31 Colorado State* 45-13 
S.8 @Nebraska 33-28 
$15 New Hampshire 45-14 
$.28 UCLA 38-16 
06 Arizona State 28-21 
013. @USC 20-31 
0.20 @Washington 13-27 
0.27 OregonState(OT) 34-4) 
N.2. @Arizona 34-42 
N10 Washington State 731 
N17 Utah 7-30 
N.24 @California 21-33 
*Denver, CO 
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SOUTHEASTERN 
CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST DIVISION 
Georgia 


BOWL PROJECTION: Fiesta Bowl 
(CFP Semifinal) 


Florida 


BOWL PROJECTION: Orange Bow! 


Missouri 


BOWL PROJECTION: Music City Bowl 


South Carolina 


BOWL PROJECTION: Liberty Bow! 


Tennessee 
BOWL PROJECTION: Gator Bow! 


Kentucky 


BOWL PROJECTION: Independence Bow! 


Vanderbilt 


900000 6 


WEST DIVISION 
Alabama 


BOWL PROJECTION: Peach Bow! 
(CFP Semifinal) 


LSU 


BOWL PROJECTION: Sugar Bow! 


Texas A&M 


BOWL PROJECTION: Citrus Bow! 


Auburn 
BOWL PROJECTION: Outback Bow! 


Mississippi State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Belk Bowl 


Arkansas 


Ole Miss 


pe. 


90000006 


Jared Pinkney 
TE, Vanderbilt 


Gus Malzahn has 
taken over play- 
calling duties 
inanattemptto 
make Auburn 
afactor inthe 
West again. 


OFFOEASON WAS A RELATIVELY 
CALM ONE BY SEC STANDARDS 


BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


year after nearly half the SEC 
schools made coaching changes, 
there was significant calm on the 
sideline front, as no schools decided 
it was necessary to find someone 
else to lead their programs. Of 
course, after six teams did that after 
2017, some stability was expected, because 
even in today’s win-now-or-else college 
football world, coaches usually get more 
than a year to prove themselves. 

That doesn’t mean there aren’t some 
places where coaches aren’t feeling a bit 
uncomfortable. At Auburn, Gus Malzahn has 
taken over calling plays in an attempt to help 
the Tigers become factors in the West again. 
Everybody in the East is trying to catch 
Georgia, which looks like it will be the best in 
that division. 


STORIES N WATCH 


TRENCING 


And everybody is still chasing Alabama. 

As long as Nick Saban continues to have 
the Crimson Tide atop the conference, 
the rest of the SEC coaches are going to 
be on edge. Even though ‘Bama wasn’t 
able to complete a 15-0 campaign, falling 
short in the CFP title game to Clemson, 
Saban remains the boss of the league and 
enters 2019 with a great quarterback (Tua 
Tagovailoa), plenty of other returning talent 
and the usual complement of five-stars 
waiting for the chance to step forward. 

And anyone who thinks the Tide’s 
unsavory ending to the 2018 campaign is 
some indication that the SEC is somehow 
moving back toward the pack of the Power 
Five hierarchy had better forget about that 
right now. No conference is as physical, and 
none has the depth and quality of talent. 

“There are a lot of physical teams in the 
SEC, and you have to be at your best every 
game,” Alabama safety Xavier McKinney says. 
“You have to make sure you prepare the right 
way mentally and physically. That’s a big 
factor when you play in the SEC every week.” 


Replacements under center. Even 

though plenty of quarterback talent 
returns in the conference, nearly half the 
schools are replacing steady starters and 
will call on a menagerie of transfers and 
youngsters to fill the voids. 


134 


2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


MALZAHN: JOHN BAZEMORE / AP: PINKNEY: MARK HUMPHREY / AP: TAGOVAILOA: BUTCH DILL / AP 


2019 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by Barton Simmons, 247Sports r=rorr™ COMPOSITE 
H oh ee tte em 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR  3-STAR 
SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS 4) 

@ ALABAMA 27 3 23 1 317.50 
© GEORGIA 24 5 15 4 308.98 
© TEXAS A&M 27 2 14 n 285.46 
© Lsu 25 3 " 10 284.06 
© FLORIDA 25 (a) 7 8 276.85 
© AUBURN 21 2 12 7 271.94 
@ TENNESSEE 23 2 u 10 271.93 
© SOUTH CAROLINA 24 1 6 7 248.99 
© oOLEMiss 31 1 7 23 238.11 
© ARKANSAS 25 (a) 1 14 237.17 
© Mississippi STATE 21 1 5 15 235.81 
©® KENTUCKY 22 (e) 3 19 203.49 
© missouri 22 (0) 3 19 202.13 
© VANDERBILT 21 (0) (0) 20 179.20 


ALL=SEC 


OFFENSE 

QB TuaTagovailoa Jr., Alabama 

RB Ke’Shawn Vaughn Sr., Vanderbilt 
RB D’Andre Swift Jr., Georgia 

OL AndrewThomas Jr., Georgia 

OL AlexLeatherwood Jr., Alabama 
OL  Tre’Vour Wallace-Simms Sr., Missouri 
OL Donell Stanley Sr., South Carolina 
OL DamienLewis Sr., LSU 

TE Jared Pinkney Sr., Vanderbilt 

WR Jerry Jeudy Jr., Alabama 

WR KalijaLipscomb Sr, Vanderbilt 


DEFENSE 

Raekwon Davis Sr., Alabama 

Derrick Brown Sr., Auburn 

Jabari Zuniga Sr., Florida 

Rashard Lawrence Sr., LSU 

Dylan Moses Jr., Alabama 

De’Jon Harris Sr., Arkansas 

Erroll Thompson Jr., Mississippi State 
Cameron Dantzler Jr., Mississippi State 
J.R. Reed Sr., Georgia 

Grant Delpit Jr., LSU 

Xavier McKinney Jr., Alabama 


SPECIALISTS 
K Rodrigo Blankenship Sr., Georgia 
P Braden Mann Sr., Texas A&M 
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ON THE RISE 


FLORIDA 
» Dan Mullen’s first year leading 


the Gators ended in great fashion, with 
big wins over Florida State and Michigan. 
Florida is recruiting well and is getting 
closer to challenging Georgia at the top 
of the East. 


Back to the top. Last year’s CFP 

title game loss to Clemson stung 
the Crimson Tide and its fans. Plenty 
returns for another run, but it will be 
interesting to see how Nick Saban’s staff 
changes alter his way of doing business. 


>» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


Halfway through last year, it 
looked as if Alabama quarterback 


had the trophy in 

his possession. But 

a small late-season 

sag dropped him into 

the runner-up spot. 
This year, the prolific passer and 
touchdown producer is the clear 
preseason favorite. 


ON THE WANE 


KENTUCKY 
es » The Wildcats won't be taking a 


huge step back, but the losses of standout 
running back Benny Snell Jr. and award- 
winning linebacker Josh Allen won’t make 
it easy for UK to duplicate last year’s 10- 
win performance. 


© There were no 
coaching changes in the SEC 
following 2018, but that just means that 
there could be some significant 
upheaval coming next winter for those 
who don’t win this season. 


RATING THE SEC 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Henry Ruggsill, Alabama 
The former high school sprint champ is the 
speediest of a fast bunch of Tide receivers. 


» BEST HANDS 
Kalija Lipscomb, WR, Vanderbilt 
Not a burner but as reliable a target as you'll find. 


» BEST PASSING QB 
Tua Tagovailoa, Alabama 
His 69-percent completion rate gave Nick Saban 
confidence to open up the Tide attack. 


» BEST RUNNING QB 
Kelly Bryant, Missouri 
At Clemson in 2017, Bryant ran for 665 yards and 11 
scores while leading the Tigers to a CFP berth. 


MOST ELUSIVE RB 

D’Andre Swift, Georgia 

The Bulldog burner has shown he can run past 
people and also make them miss in space. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Jabari Zuniga, DE, Florida 
He is a terror coming off the edge because of his 
speed, agility, strength and body control. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Tua Tagovailoa, QB, Alabama 
The NFL is a quarterback’s league, and the Bama 
passer could well go first overall. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Derek Stingley Jr., CB, LSU 
When Stingley Jr. picked off starting QB Joe Burrow 
in the Tigers’ spring game, he delighted fans who 
expect him to start this season. 


» TOP TRANSFER 
Jonathan Greenard, DE, Florida 
The Gators needed some pass-rushing help, and 
the former Louisville star should provide that. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Cale Garrett, |.8, Missouri 
He may not be the fastest guy on the field, but 
Garrett knows how to find and punish ballcarriers. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Ed Orgeron, head coach, LSU 
He went into the interview Hall of Fame when video 
surfaced of him telling players to keep it down last 
year during a press conference. 


» MOST INNOVATIVE COACH 
Dan Mullen, Florida 
Before he turned Mississippi State into a national 
factor and took over in Gainesville, Mullen had a 
big hand in making Tim Tebow one of the greatest 
players in college football history as a UF assistant. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Jim Chaney, OC, Tennessee 
Jeremy Pruitt made big news by luring Chaney away 
from Georgia to give the UT attack a needed jolt. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Gus Maizahn, Auburn 
It’s not win-or-else mode for Malzahn, but it’s never 
a good thing on The Plains to lose by 31 to Alabama. 


» BEST FACILITIES 
Texas A&M 
The combination of the futuristic football building 
and ever-improving Kyle Field makes A&M No. 1. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Blake Ferguson, LS, LSU 
The four-time SEC Academic Honor Roll member 
has a degree in marketing and has chaired the 
conference's Leadership Council. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Dan Mullen, head coach, Florida 
The Gators’ boss fills his feed with videos, photos 
and retweets that entertain and inform—and, of 
course—promote UF. 
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FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Kirby Smart 
Fourth year (32-10) 
CAREER RECORD: 32-10 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
James Coley (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Dan Lanning (first year) 
Glenn Schumann (first year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Sanford Stadium 
CAPACITY: 92,746 
TICKETS: 877-542-1231 
SITE: Athens, Ga. 

WEBSITE: georgiadogs,com 
TWITTER: @FootballUGA 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31 @Vanderbilt 
S.7_ Murray State 
$14 Arkansas State 
$.21_ Notre Dame 
O05 @Tennessee 


012 South Carolina Georgia head coach Kirby Smartisbig = TOP NFI,PROSPECT 
Re Renny on slogans. Last year, he used Billie am 
N.9. Missouri Jean King’s “pressure is a privilege” OT Andrew Thomas 
N6. Save adage. This season, he has come up Thomas is not only athletic, with long 
N30 @Georgia Tech with, “if it doesn’t challenge you, it arms and good size, but he has outstanding 
“Jacksonville. FL doesn’t change you.” Some might technique, a calling card of his since high 
: wonder why the coach of a team that school. The 6-5, 320-pound junior has played 
M went 11-3 wants his players to change. both tackle positions for the Bulldogs, but he 

2018 RESULTS: 11-3 One bokkatthe Bulldogs’ Gnaltwo 3 i be most at home on the left side in the 
games will provide the answer. = 
$8 @South Carolina a7 Georgia held a 28-14 third-quarter lead 
S15 Middle Tennessee 49-7 on Alabama in the SEC title game but 
5.22. @Missouri 43-29 surrendered three unanswered NY 
S.29 Tennessee 38-12 ‘ 4 
O6 Vanderbilt 41-13 touchdowns and lost its chance © = 
O13 @LSU_ 16-36 to play in a second consecutive like a different ending this year. & 
O2T -lorkds ScaNl College Football Playoff. The Georgia dropped the CFP title s 

3 @Kentucky 34-17 : Ss 
N10. Auburn 2740 Bulldogs then lost a 28-21 game to Alabama during the = 
N.17__ Massachusetts 66-27 decision to a fired-up Texas team 2017 season and lost its last two = 
N.24--Georgla Tech 45:21 in the Sugar Bowl, turning what Cette contests in 2018. 2 
D1 Alabama 28-35 Sirsel 6 Sati's : os 
J) Texas*** 1-28 could have been a season to 2019 NATIONAL RANK The most obvious changes for = 
“Jacksonville. FL. remember into one that crash- the program have nothing to do 2 
**SEC Championship Game landed in disappointment. with attitude. Georgia has three & 
“Sugar Bowl Smart doesn’t want a complete new coordinators. Former offensive = 

alteration of team culture, but he would coordinator Jim Chaney left for Tennessee, 5 
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and Smart replaced him with Bulldogs quarterbacks coach 
James Coley. And with Mel Tucker off to become the head 
coach at Colorado, UGA assistants Dan Lanning and Glenn 
Schumann will run Smart’s defense. 

Coley isn’t making big changes on offense, not with Jake 
Fromm returning at quarterback and already comfortable in 
the scheme. Fromm has started every game but one during 
his two years at Georgia and in 2018 completed 67.3 percent 
of his passes for 2,749 yards and 30 TDs with just six picks. It’s 
hard to imagine Fromm being much better this year, but he 
should become even more accurate and capable of handling 
more attempts per game than the modest 21.9 he had in 2018. 

Of course, Coley will have to make sure his wide-receiving 
corps is ready for more work, since four of the top five 
wideouts from last year are gone. Only junior Jeremiah 
Holloman (24 catches, 5 TDs, 17.4-yard average) has significant 
experience. Senior Tyler Simmons and a collection of redshirt 
freshmen will attempt to step forward. 

There is no doubt who will be the main running back. 
Junior D’ Andre Swift rushed for 1,049 yards last season and 
scored 10 times. With Elijah Holyfield (1,018 yards) gone, Swift 
is in for plenty of work. Senior Brian Herrien is in line to be 
the top backup, but former five-star recruit Zamir White, who 
missed last year with a torn ACL, should be healthy and has 
the potential to be dangerous. 

Four starters return on the offensive line, led by junior 
tackle Andrew Thomas. All-SEC center Lamont Gaillard is 
gone, but sophomore Trey Hill should be a solid replacement. 

Although Lanning and Schumann are listed as the defensive 
coordinators, Smart sets the tone for that unit, and last year it 
allowed only 19.2 points per game. But the Bulldogs gave up 
63 points in their final two outings, and that is unacceptable. 

Junior Monty Rice and senior Tae Crowder return at inside 
linebacker and are quite productive. The defensive backfield 
is sturdy at safety, thanks to the returns of junior Richard 
LeCounte and senior J.R. Reed, last year’s top two tacklers. 
Sophomore Tyson Campbell showed promise at cornerback 
in 2018. 

The Bulldogs need help at outside linebacker and defensive 
end. Junior Jermaine Johnson has plenty of talent at the 
second level, and classmate Malik Herring had moments 
off the edge last season that made people think he had star 
potential. 

Kicker Rodrigo Blankenship is back and is reliable, while 
sophomore Jake Camarda showed some talent last year at 
punter. The Bulldogs must shore up their return units, which 
were quite vulnerable last year. 


way srorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES yastatne 
1 Nolan Smith, O18 5 
2 Nakobe Dean, |\.5 S* 
3 Travon Walker, 0) S* 


Fresh off of a No.1 
recruiting class in 2018, 
Georgia fell just short of 
back-to-back crowns in 
2019 but was a clear tier 
above every program not named Alabama. Georgia landed 
the top player in the country in Nolan Smith to provide 
immediate pass-rush impact on the edge. It also landed an 
immediate contributor at inside linebacker in Nakobe Dean. 
Coach Kirby Smart's staff successfully stole the state of 
Alabama’s top two prospects in center/guard Clay Webb 
and former Auburn commit George Pickens, a wide receiver 
capable of offering early production in place of some 
departing NFL talent. 


RB D’Andre Swift §} 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 
Jake Fromm 
GP _Effic. Cmp-Att-lnt Pct. Yds. 1D _Avg/6 
14) 171.2 | 206-306-6 | 673 2749/30 196.4 
RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
D'Andre Swift 14/163 1049 6.4 10) 74.9 
“/RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


JeremiahHolloman 14\ 24 | 418 174 5 | 29.9 


TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Richard LeCounte 4/45) 29 14 
“SACKS GP No. Yards _ 
Channing Tindall 4 20 1 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Tae Crowder 2 56 | 280 0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
STATISTIC UGA 

SCORING : 530 269 
Points Per Game 37.9 19.2 
FIRSTDOWNS 331 240 
Rushing 169 99 
Passing 141 121 
Penalty 21 20 


RUSHINGYARDAGE 3343 1876 
Yards gainedrushing _ 3595 2122 


Yards lost rushing 252 246 
Rushing Attempts 567 467 
Average Per Rush 5.9 4.0 


Average Per Game 738.8 134.0 
TDs Rushing 30 18 


PASSING YARDAGE 3177 2524 
Comp-Att-Int 242-357-6 258-423-8 
Average Per Pass 8.9 6.0 
Average Per Catch 13.1 9.8 
Average Per Game 226.9. 180.3 
TDs Passing 34 13 

TOTAL OFFENSE 6520 4400 
Total Plays 924 890 
Average Per Play 71 49 


Average Per Game 4657 314.3 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 20-457 ‘10-313 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 22-366 5-64 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 8-169 6-38 


KICK RETURN AVG. 22.9 31.3 
PUNTRETURN AVG. 16.6 12.8 
INTRETURN AVG. 214 6.3 
FUMBLES-LOST 21-8 23-9 


PENALTIES-YARDS 77-694 67-525 
Average Per Game 49.6 37.5 


PUNTS-YARDS 43-1830 74-3153 
Average Per Punt 42.6 42.6 
Net punt average 37.3 36.0 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME —_ 31:29 28:31 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 77/162, «65/191 


3rd-Down Pct. 48% 34% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 8/13 13/27 
4th-Down Pct. 62% 48% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 24-152. 20-122 

MISC, YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 68 32 
FG-ATTEMPTS 19-23 15-18 
ATTENDANCE 649222 307288 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/92746 4/76822 
Neutral Site Games 3/77684 


GEORGIA 124 189 136 81 O 530 
Opponent 51 69 52 97 O 269 
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CT: Conference Title - BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 

Jake Fromm* (6-2, 220, Jr.) 
Stetson Bennett (5-11, 190, So.) 
D‘Andre Swift (5-9, 215, Jr.) 
Brian Herrien (6-0, 210, Sr.) 

3 Andrew Thomas* (6-5, 320, Jr.) 
Cade Mays* (6-6, 318, So.) 
Solomon Kindley* (6-4, 335, Jr.) 
Jamaree Salyer (6-4, 325, So.) 
Trey Hill (6-4, 330, So.) 

Warren Ericson (6-4, 305, Fr.) 
BenCleveland (6-6, 335, Jr.) 
Clay Webb (6-3, 290, Fr.) 

Isaiah Wilson* (6-7, 340, So.) 
Owen Condon (6-7, 310, Fr.) 
Charlie Woerner (6-5, 245, Sr.) 
John FitzPatrick (6-6, 230, Fr.) 
Jeremiah Holloman (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
Kearis Jackson (6-0, 200, Fr.) 
Tyler Simmons’ (6-0, 201, Sr.) 
Dominick Blaylock (6-1, 195, Fr.) 
Demetris Robertson (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
Lawrence Cager (6-5, 220, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Malik Herring (6-3, 280, Jr.) 
David Marshall (6-3, 274, Sr.) 
Tyler Clark* (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Devonte Wyatt (6-3, 301, Jr.) 
Jordan Davis (6-6, 330, So.) 
Michael Barnett (6-4, 304, Sr.) 
Brenton Cox (6-4, 245, So.) 
Azeez Ojulari (6-3, 240, Fr.) 
Monty Rice* (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
Channing Tindall (6-2, 218, So.) 
Tae Crowder* (6-3, 235, Sr.) 
Quay Walker (6-4, 240, So.) 
Divaad Wilson (6-0, 195, Fr.) 
Tyrique McGhee* (5-10, 187, Sr.) 
Eric Stokes (6-1, 185, So.) 

DJ Daniel (6-1, 185, Fr.) 

Tyson Campbell’ (6-2, 185, So.) 
Mark Webb (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
Richard LeCounte* (5-11, 190, Jr.) 
Lewis Cine (6-1, 185, Fr.) 

4,R. Reed* (6-1, 194, Sr.) 

Otis Reese (6-3, 210, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
M = Rodrigo Blankenship* (6-1, 191, Sr.) 
P Jake Camarda* (6-2, 180, So.) 


6 5 8 @ 


g $435 4%5338° 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Dan Mullen 
Second year (10-3) 


CAREER RECORD: 79-49 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Billy Gonzales (second year) 
John Hevesy (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Todd Grantham (second year) 
TEAM INFO -- 

STADIUM: Ben Hill Griffin 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 88,548 

TICKETS: 800-34-GATOR 
SITE: Gainesville, Fla. 
WEBSITE: floridagators.com 
TWITTER: @GatorsFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.24_ Miami (Fla.)* 
S77 UT Martin 
S14 @Kentucky 
S.21_ Tennessee 
$.28 Towson 

0.5 Auburn 
O12 @LSU 

0.19 @South Carolina 
N.2 Georgia** 
N9Q Vanderbilt 
N16 @Missouri 
N.30 Florida State 


*Orlando, FL 
*Yacksonville, FL 


2018 RESULTS: 10-3 


DATE OPPONENT RESULT 
S1__ CharlestonSouthern 53-6 
$8 Kentucky 16-27 
$15 Colorado State 48-10 
S.22 @Tennessee 47-21 
$.29_ @Mississippi State 13-6 
O6 LSU 27.19 
O13 @Vanderbilt 37-27 
0.27 Georgia" 17-36 
N.3 Missouri 17-38 
N10 South Carolina 35-31 
N17 Idaho 63-10 
N.24 @Florida State 41-14 
D.29_ Michigan** 4115 
Yacksonville, FL 


**Peach Bowl 


FLOAIL 


@ GATORS 
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There couldn’t have been too 
many better endings to the 
Florida season than blowing out 
Florida State and Michigan and 
scoring 41 points each time. In 
those contests, the offense Gator 
fans imagined when Dan Mullen 
took over was in full effect, and 
Florida looked to be poised for a 
return to contention for the SEC 


Those triumphs were satisfying, indeed, 
but the Gators’ hopes of becoming a 
serious player in the conference 
rely heavily on replenishing 
several key positions as the 
2019 season approaches. Mullen 
and his staff must replace 
four starters on the offensive 
line, sack-master Jachai Polite 
and leading tackler Vosean 
Joseph, while also finding a way 
for quarterback Feleipe Franks to 
continue his improvement. Yes, there is 
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TOP NFL PROSPECT 
(CB CJHenderson: 


When Henderson came to Gainesville, he was 
extremely raw, but the 6-1, 191-pound junior has 
great size, speed and athletic ability that he has 
combined into a strong cover-man package. 
The Miami native won't be throttling opposing 
runners, but Henderson is great against the 
pass—and getting better. 


hae = a 


plenty of reason for optimism, but 
there remains a substantial gap 
between the Gators and Georgia, 
which has ascended to the top of 
the East. 

Not that Franks didn’t step 
forward last year. His pass- 
efficiency rating jumped from 

113.3 in 2017 to 143.4 last year. But 
the junior struggled with his accuracy 
(58.4 percent) and wasn’t able to create 
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large passing numbers week-in and week-out. Even though 
he had some big plays against Michigan in the Peach Bowl, 
Franks missed some open receivers in the first half and could 
have broken the game open then. If he continues to improve, 
Florida’s offense will look a lot like it did in the final two 
games of the season. 

That is assuming the Gators’ offensive line can be rebuilt. 
Four starters are gone from last year’s front five, which 
allowed only 18 sacks in 2018 after surrendering 37 in 2017. 
Center Nick Buchanan is the lone returning starter, while 
junior guard Brett Heggie has star potential, if he can stay 
healthy. 

There are plenty of skill-position players returning. Senior 
Lamical Perine (826 yards, 7 TDs, 6.2 average) was Florida’s 
top rusher last year and has the ability to hit 1,000 yards this 
year. While the Gators don’t have many proven backs behind 
Perine, they are blessed with an abundance of receivers. 
Even though last year’s leading pass catcher, senior Van 
Jefferson, caught a modest 35 balls, he, senior Josh Hammond 
(28 catches, 4 TDs, 13.2-yard average), junior Trevon Grimes 
(26, 2, 14.0) and junior Kadarius Toney (25, 1, 10.4) provide 
Franks with established targets. 

Last year, the Gators were pretty stingy on defense, 
piling up 37 sacks, picking off 14 passes and holding enemy 
quarterbacks to 54.2-percent completion success. A lot of 
that success began up front, and the loss of end Polite and 
linebacker Joseph will force Florida to retrench somewhat. 

Senior middle linebacker David Reese II is a tremendous 
leader and a strong tackler, while sophomore James Houston 
IV should step into Joseph’s spot. Up front, the Gators need 
senior Jabari Zuniga, who had 6.5 sacks, to step up at one end. 
Junior Kyree Campbell is a sturdy force in the middle, while 
Jeremiah Moon, a junior, will get first crack at Polite’s spot. 
Louisville transfer Jonathan Greenard, who posted 9.5 sacks 
and 22.5 tackles for loss during 2016-17 but missed almost all of 
last year with a wrist injury, will get a long look, however. 

The Florida secondary returns almost intact and also 
should welcome back cornerback Marco Wilson, who tore his 
ACL early last season. Corners CJ Henderson and Trey Dean 
Ill are experienced cover men, and safeties Brad Stewart Jr., 
who picked off two passes last year, and Donovan Stiner are 
sturdy along the back line. 

Senior punter Tommy Townsend averaged 45.4 yards per 
kick last year and put nearly half of his punts inside opposing 
20-yard lines. He’s one of the SEC’s best. Sophomore Evan 
McPherson converted 17 of 19 placement tries in 2018 with a 
long of 48 yards. 


2aysrorrs RECRUITING REPORT 


Florida is getting a TOP SIGNEES agente 
familiar influx of defensive 1 ChrisSteele, ©! 4+ 
talent in 2019 behind two =. 2: Kaiir Elam, GS 4” 
of the best cornersinthe 3 KhrisBogle, 0 © 4= 
country—Chris Steele 
and Kaiir Elam—and one of the nation’s best pass rushers in 
Khris Bogle. You're also not going to find a more athletic trio 
of linebackers than Mohamoud Diabate, Ty’Ron Hopper and 
Diwun Black. Offensively, Florida bulked up the offensive line 
with seven signees up front. The Gators also brought in four 
receivers and one of the nation’s most athletic tight ends in 
Keon Zipperer. At quarterback, coach Dan Mullen brought in 
what has historically been a prototype for him: a big, athletic, 
raw passer in Jalon Jones. 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


“PASSING 


Feleipe Franks 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
13 143.4 | 188-322-6 | 58.4 2457 24 189.0 
“ARUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
LamicalPerine 13 134 826 | 6.27 | 63.5 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


Van Jefferson 13| 35 | 503 14.4) 6 | 38.7 
TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
David Reese ll 10122155 | 77 
Jabari Zuniga 3) 65 54 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Brad Stewart Jr. 2 1 1151 1 
CJ Henderson 2 | 0} 00.1 0 
Donovan Stiner 2) 0 |} 0010 
2018 TEAM STATS 
|staTistic | FLA | OPP | 
SCORING 455 260 
Points Per Game 35.0 20.0 
FIRST DOWNS 284 231 
Rushing 144 105 
Passing 123 99 
Penalty 7 27 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2771 2113 
Yards gained rushing 3047 2444 
Yards lost rushing 276 331 
Rushing Attempts 526 492 
Average Per Rush 5.3 4.3 
Average Per Game 213.2 162.5 
TDs Rushing 23 13 
PASSING YARDAGE 2776 2350 
Comp-Att-Int 217-364-6_ 206-380-14 
Average Per Pass 7.6 6.2 
Average Per Catch 12.8 11.4 
Average Per Game 213.5 180.8 
TDs Passing 28 16 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5547 4463 
Total Plays 890 872 
Average Per Play 6.2 51 


Average Per Game 4267 343.3 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 11-212. 34-663 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 27-265 16-137 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS = 14-266 6-24 


KICK RETURNAVG. 19.3 19.5 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 9.8 8.6 
INTRETURNAVG. 19.0 4.0 
FUMBLES-LOST 17-8 16-12 
PENALTIES-YARDS 95-789 _ 87-681 
Average Per Game 60.7 
PUNTS-YARDS 56-2444 73-3125 
Average Per Punt 43.6 42.8 
Net punt average 39.8 39.2 


TIMEOFPOSS/GAME = 29:56 30:04 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 72/1773 73/195 


3rd-Down Pct. 42% 37% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 11/20 9/23 

4th-Down Pet. 55% 39% 
SACKSBY-YARDS 37-217 18-121 
MISC. YARDS 
TDSSCORED 57 30 
FG-ATTEMPTS 18-20 17-23 
ATTENDANCE 576299 264504 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/82328 4/66126 
Neutral Site Games 2/79234 


FLORIDA 67 170 90 128 0 455 
Opponent 62 60 78 60 0 260 
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2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
B FeleipeFranks* (6-6, 240, Jr.) 
Emory Jones (6-2, 199, Fr.) 
8 Lamical Perine (5-11, 227, Sr.) 
Dameon Pierce (5-10, 216, So.) 

¥ Stone Forsythe (6-7, 323, Jr.) 

T.J. Moore (6-5, 300, So.) 

Brett Heggie (6-4, 314, Jr.) 

Deyavie Hammond (6-4, 350, Fr.) 

Nick Buchanan’ (6-3, 291, Sr.) 

Griffin McDowell (6-3, 295, Fr.) 

RG NoahBanks (6-5, 309, Sr.) 
Christopher Bleich (6-6, 321, Fr.) 

RT Richard Gouraige (6-4, 303, Fr.) 
Jean Delance (6-4, 313, Jr.) 

TE KylePitts (6-6, 246, So.) 
Lucas Krull (6-6, 255, Jr.) 

WR VanJefferson* (6-2, 197, Sr.) 
Freddie Swain (6-0, 199, Sr.) 

WR JoshHammond* (6-0, 194, Sr.) 
Tyrie Cleveland* (6-2, 206, Sr.) 

WR_ TrevonGrimes (6-5, 210, Jr.) 
Kadarius Toney (5-11, 190, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE JonathanGreenard (6-4, 263, Sr.) 
Jeremiah Moon (6-6, 232, Jr.) 

DY KyreeCampbell* (6-3, 304, Jr.) 
Tedarrell Slaton (6-5, 343, Jr.) 

DT AdamShuler* (6-4, 275, Sr.) 
Marlon Dunlap Jr. (6-3, 295, Jr.) 

DE  JabariZuniga* (6-4, 257, Sr.) 
Zachary Carter (6-4, 277, So.) 

OLB James HoustonIV (6-1, 233, So.) 
Kylan Johnson (6-2, 232, Sr.) 

MLB David Reese ll* (6-1, 248, Sr.) 
Ventrell Miller (6-0, 229, So,) 

CB TreyDeanili* (6-3, 194, So.) 
Amari Burney (6-2, 222, So.) 

CB CJHenderson* (6-1, 191, Jr.) 
Kaiir Elam (6-1, 187, Fr.) 

CB MarcoWilson (6-0, 190, So.) 
Chris Steele (6-1, 185, Fr.) 

FS JeawonTaylor* (6-1, 202, Sr.) 
Shawn Davis (5-11, 202, Jr.) 

SS Brad Stewart Jr.* (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
John Huggins (6-1, 206, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& Evan McPherson* (5-11, 177, So.) 
P Tommy Townsend* (6-2, 183, Sr.) 
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“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH. 
Barry Odom 
Fourth year (19-19) 


CAREER RECORD: 19-19 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Derek Dooley (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Ryan Walters (fourth year) 


TEAMINFO 


STADIUM: Faurot Field 
CAPACITY: 71,168 
TICKETS: 800-CAT-PAWS 
SITE: Columbia, Mo. 
WEBSITE: mutigers.com 
TWITTER: @MizzouFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31_ @Wyoming 
S7 West Virginia 
S14 Southeast Missouri 
S.21_ South Carolina 
O5 Troy 

0.12 Ole Miss 

O19 @Vanderbilt 
0.26 @Kentucky 
N.9  @Georgia 

N16 Florida 

N.23 Tennessee 
N.30. @Arkansas* 


*Little Rock, AR 


2018 RESULTS: 8-5 


SUT Martin 51-14 
S.8 Wyoming 40-13 
S15 @Purdue 40-37 
S.22 Georgia 29-43 
O06 @South Carolina 35-37 
O13. @Alabama 10-39 
0.20 Memphis 65-33 
0.27. Kentucky 14-15 
N.3_ @Florida 38-17 
N10 Vanderbilt 33-28 
N17 @Tennessee 50-17 
N.23. Arkansas 38-0 


D.31__ Oklahoma State* 33-38 
*Liberty Bowl 


log OUR 


TIGERS 


ad, 


RB Larry Rountree Ill 


Missouri has won more games 
than the previous season in 
each of the past three years, 
and though record-setting 
quarterback Drew Lock has 
moved on to the NFL, the team 
is expected to continue the 
prosperity. 
But it won’t be easy. The 
offseason brought a wrinkle that 
could make things quite tough this year. 
Thanks to some academic misconduct that 
has impacted several sports throughout 
the athletic department, Missouri received 
NCAA sanctions and will be unable to play in 
a bowl game this season. 

“The guys understand they have zero to 
do with any of this,” Missouri coach Barry 
Odom says. “This is a life lesson. You never 
know what life is going to throw at you.” 

Odom has been impressed with his 
team’s response to the sanctions and the 
uncertainty of whether an appeal will go 
in the Tigers’ favor. What he does know 
is that his seniors have been great leaders 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
TE Albert Okwuegbunam 


You don’t often hear coaches talk about tight 
ends as “technicians,” but Okwuegbunam’s 
strength is his ability to run precise routes, 
something that should make him productive 
early in the NFL. The 6-5, 255-pound junior 
has excellent hands and the size and athletic 
ability to create mismatches against opposing 
linebackers and safeties. 


throughout the ordeal. 

“It speaks to the type of people the 
seniors are, the character they have,” Odom 
says. “They continue to work through 
adversity and they care deeply about this 
place and care about having a really good 
football team.” 

Things were made a bit easier when 
former Clemson quarterback Kelly Bryant 
joined the team as a graduate transfer. 
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His arrival softened the loss of Lock. “He has tremendous 
leadership skills,” Odom says of Bryant. 

Bryant lost his job last year to freshman Trevor Lawrence 
but led the Tigers to the 2017 College Football Playoff 
semifinal. He completed 66.2 percent of his passes during 
his time at Clemson and also proved that he was a dangerous 
runner. He scored 11 touchdowns on the ground in 2017. 

Bryant won’t have to throw for 4,000 yards, thanks to 
the return of junior running back Larry Rountree III (1,216 
yards, 11 TDs, 5.4-yard average), a significant ground weapon. 
Sophomore Tyler Badie (437, 2, 4.9) is a solid backup. The 
passing game should be solid, not just because of Bryant. 

Junior tight end Albert Okwuegbunam caught 43 passes last 
year in nine games, averaged 10.8 yards per catch and scored 
six touchdowns. He runs great routes. Senior Johnathon 
Johnson (59 catches, 5 TDs, 12.5-yard average) is a good target, 
and sophomore Jalen Knox (27, 3, 15.5) showed last year 
that he has the potential to be a downfield threat, as does 
sophomore Kam Scott. 

The Missouri offensive line is led by senior right guard 
Tre’Vour Wallace-Simms and returns two other starters, left 
tackle Yasir Durant and center Trystan Colon-Castillo, both of 
whom started every game last season. 

The Tigers’ defense was stingy against the run last year, 
allowing opposing backs just 3.7 yards per carry, but 
surrendered 262.0 yards per game through the air. During 
Missouri’s three-game losing streak last year, the defense gave 
up 119 points. Granted, two of the opponents were Georgia 
and Alabama, but it will be unwise to engage in shootouts this 
year, even if Bryant gets comfortable under center quickly. 

Leading the way on defense is senior linebacker Cale 
Garrett (112 tackles), who is a standout performer against 
the run. But he will be flanked by a pair of youngsters. 
Sophomore Nick Bolton played in every game last season but 
made just 22 tackles, while redshirt freshman Gerald Nathan 
Jr. is quick and athletic. 

There are three returning starters in the defensive 
backfield. Junior Tyree Gillespie is a sturdy tackler, while 
senior DeMarkus Acy and junior Christian Holmes are good 
pass defenders. Up front, junior ends Chris Turner and Akial 
Byers showed some ability to get to the passer last year, while 
tackle Jordan Elliott was third on the team with 8.0 tackles for 
loss. 

Tucker McCann made just 24 of 33 placement tries last year 
and was a mediocre 8-of-14 from 40 yards and beyond. He has 
a big leg but needs to become more accurate. It’s likely he'll 
punt, too, now that Corey Fatony is gone. Both the Missouri 
return and coverage areas need to be improved. 


2aysrorrs, RECRUITING REPORT 


Defensive backs were —TOPSIGNEES inner 
clearly an area of need 1 Jalani Williams, © 4* 
this cycle for Missouri as it 2 Jack Buford, OO 46 
went out and found seven 3 ConnorBazelak, 9" 4* 
of them in the class led 
by long and athletic in-state talent Jalani Williams. Louisianan 
Ishmael Burdine also provides a lot of versatility, upside and 
length in the secondary. Missouri capitalized on a strong 
year in the Show-Me State for receivers with the signings of 
C.J. Boone and Maurice Massey. Big, strong-armed passer 
Connor Bazelak will be delivering the ball to them. Also 
watch out for Georgia linebacker Jamie Pettway, who's got a 
chance to be special. 


LB Cale Garrett 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 
Taylor Powell 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
6 1233 614-0 | 429 1340) 223 


RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/6 
LarryRountreelll 13 225 1216 54 11, 93.5 
“SRECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 
JohnathonJohnson 13° 59 737 125 5 567 


TACKLES _ GP Sola Assist Total 
Cale Garrett 3 69 43) «WW 
SACKS GP No. Yards 
Jordan Elliott 31 3.0 28 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 10 
DeMarkus Acy 3 | 73 | 24310 
2018 TEAM STATS 
hia sn 
SCORING 4 331 
Points Per Game 36.6 25,5 
FIRSTDOWNS 320 244 
Rushing 129 84 
Passing 160 137 
Penalty 31 23 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2631 1644 
Yards gained rushing 2838 1937 


Yards lost rushing 207 293 
Rushing Attempts 553 444 
Average Per Rush 48 3.7 
Average Per Game 202.4 126.5 
TDs Rushing 27 "1 


PASSING YARDAGE 3632 3406 
Comp-Att-int or <ihi aan 


Average Per Pass 

Average Per Catch 12.9 13.7 

Average Per Game 279.4 262.0 

TDs Passing 28 24 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6263 5050 

Total Plays 1004 889 

Average Per Play 6.2 5.7 


Average Per Game 481,8 388.5 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 17-334 29-612 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 20-52 13-131 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS = 10-117 8-107 


KICK RETURN AVG, 19.6 211 
PUNTRETURNAVG, 2.6 10.1 
INTRETURN AVG. 1.7 13.4 
FUMBLES-LOST 18-7 14-6 
PENALTIES-YARDS 90-800 87-759 
Average Per Game 61.5 58.4 
PUNTS-YARDS 51-2222 65-2545 
Average Per Punt 43.6 39.2 
Net punt average 39.4 37.7 


TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 30:53 29:07 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 96/207 63/184 


3rd-Down Pet 46% 34% 
4TH-DOWN CONV. 8/15 7/25 
4th-Down Pct 53% 28% 
SACKSBY-YARDS 27173 13-98 
MISC. YARDS 0 29 
TDSSCORED 58 39 
FG-ATTEMPTS 25-34 20-25 
ATTENDANCE 360261 391558 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/51466 _5/78312 
Neutral Site Games 1/51587 


MISSOURI N2 175 117 72 0 476 
Opponent 64 109 101 57 O 33) 


5- YEAR RECORD 35-29 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 

OFFENSE 

QB KellyBryant (6-3, 225, Sr.) 
Taylor Powell (6-2, 210, So.) 

RB LarryRountreeIIl* (5-10, 210, Jr.) 
Tyler Badie (5-9, 190, So.) 

LT Yasir Durant* (6-7, 330, Sr.) 
Javon Foster (6-6, 315, Fr.) 

LO LarryBorom (6-6, 340, So.) 
Case Cook (6-5, 295, So.) 

© __ TrystanColon-Castillo* (6-4, 315, Jr.) 
Jonah Dubinski (6-2, 295, Sr.) 

RO Tre'Vour Wallace-Simms* (6-5, 330, Sr.) 
Mike Ruth (6-7, 320, Fr.) 

RT HyrinWhite (6-6, 305, So.) 
Bobby Lawrence (6-8, 300, Fr.) 

TE AlbertOkwuegbunam’ (6-5, 255, Jr.) 
Daniel Parker (6-4, 260, So.) 

WR Johnathon Johnson* (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
Dominic Gicinto (5-9, 180, So.) 

WR JalenKnox* (6-0, 195, So.) 
Alex Ofodile (6-2, 200, Sr.) 

WR KamScott (6-2, 170, So.) 
Richaud Floyd (5-11, 195, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE AkialByers* (6-4, 280, Jr.) 
Trajan Jeffcoat (6-3, 245, So.) 

DT Jordan Elliott (6-4, 315, Jr.) 
Markell Utsey (6-4, 295, Jr.) 

DT  Kobie Whiteside (6-1, 310, Jr.) 
Antar Thompson (6-5, 300, Jr.) 

DE Chris Turner* (6-4, 255, Jr.) 
Jatorian Hansford (6-4, 245, So.) 

OLB Nick Bolton (6-0, 235, So.) 
Jacob Trump (6-3, 230, Sr.) 

MLB CaleGarrett* (6-3, 230, Sr.) 
Jamal Brooks (6-1, 240, Jr.) 

OLB Gerald Nathan Jr. (6-1, 215, Fr.) 
Bryson Clayton (6-3, 215, Fr.) 

CB DeMarkus Acy* (6-2, 195, Sr.) 
Terry Petry (6-1, 175, So.) 

CB TyreeGillespie* (6-0, 210, Jr.) 
Christian Holmes* (6-1, 200, Jr.) 

FS JoshuahBledsoe (6-0, 205, Jr.) 
Jordan Ulmer (6-2, 190, Jr.) 

SS Ronnell Perkins (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
Khalil Oliver (6-1, 210, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Tucker McCann* (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
Pp Tucker McCann (6-2, 215, Sr.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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SOUTHEASTERN 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH: 

Will Muschamp 
Fourth year (22-17) 
CAREER RECORD: 50-38 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bryan McClendon (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Travaris Robinson (fourth year) 
TEAM INFO - 

STADIUM: Williams-Brice 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 80,250 

TICKETS: 800-4SC-FANS 

SITE: Columbia, S.C. 

WEBSITE: gamecocksonline.com 
TWITTER: @GamecockFB 


Muschamp 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 North Carolina* 
S7_ Charleston Southern 
S.i4 Alabama 

$.21. @Missouri 

$.28 Kentucky 

O12 @Georgia 

O19 Florida 

0.26 @Tennessee 

N2 Vanderbilt 

N.S Appalachian State 
N16 @Texas A&M 
N.30 Clemson 


*Charlotte, NC 


2018 RESULTS: 7-6 


S1 Coastal Carolina 49-15 
S.8 Georgia 17-41 
$.22 @Vanderbilt 37-14 
S.29 @Kentucky 10-24 
0.6 Missouri 37-35 
O13 Texas A&M 23-26 
0.27 Tennessee 27-24 
N3  @Ole Miss 48-44 
N10 @Florida 31-35 
N17 Chattanooga 49-9 
N.24 @Clemson 35-56 
D1 Akron 28-3 
D.29 Virginia* 0-28 
*Belk Bowl 


oUUTh CAROL 


GAMECOCKS 


QB Jake Bentley 


OK, so it was unreasonable to think that South Carolina 
was going to keep increasing its win total by three every 
year under Will Muschamp, but a drop from nine to 
seven was unexpected. 
Muschamp has no trouble identifying the culprits. 
“We were minus-six in turnovers in the SEC and 
lacked the ability to run the ball against good people and stop 
the run,” Muschamp says. “We emphasized that this spring.” 

Since Muschamp thinks the Gamecocks will have improved 
depth along the two lines, they should be better on the ground. 
As for the turnovers, a lot of that falls on senior quarterback 
Jake Bentley, who threw 14 interceptions—six in the red zone— 
last year. 

“Even if we just kick field goals on those six interceptions, 
that’s still 18 points and could have been the difference in two or 
three games,” Muschamp recalls. 

Expect a better ground game, thanks to the return of four 
of South Carolina’s top five rushers, led by Rico Dowdle (654 
yards, 4 TDs, 5.3-yard average). There is talent at receiver, 
especially senior Bryan Edwards (55 catches, 7 TDs, 15.4-yard 
average) and junior Shi Smith (45, 4, 15.0). OrTre Smith, who 
missed last year after knee surgery, caught 30 balls in 2017. 

The line is led by standout senior right guard Donell Stanley, 
while sophomore right tackle Dylan Wonnum has plenty of 
potential. 

The defense returns much of the front seven, with tackle 
Javon Kinlaw (10.0 tackles for loss) and linebackers T.J. Brunson 
(106 tackles) and Sherrod Greene (73), last year’s top two 
tacklers, the main men. Junior-college end Devontae Davis 
should make an impact. The Gamecocks must find three new 
starters in the secondary to play with holdover corner Jaycee 
Horn. Expect sophomore R.J. Roderick to be a solid safety. 

Senior punter Joseph Charlton is one of the SEC’s best, while 
junior kicker Parker White is reliable inside 40 yards. 


5-YEAR RECORD 32-32 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Jake Bentley* (6-4, 220, Sr.) 
RB RicoDowdle* (6-0, 210, Sr.) 
Sadarius Hutcherson’ (6-4, 312, Jr.) 
Jordan Rhodes (6-4, 325, So.) 
Hank Manos (6-4, 287, Fr.) 
Donell Stanley’ (6-3, 322, Sr.) 
Dylan Wonnum* (6-5, 311, So.) 
Kiel Pollard (6-1, 232, Sr.) 
Bryan Edwards* (6-3, 215, Sr.) 
Shi Smith* (5-10, 186, Jr.) 
OrTre Smith (6-4, 224, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Devontae Davis (6-3, 284, Jr.) 
DT JavonKinlaw* (6-6, 302, Sr.) 
DT KeirThomas* (6-2, 276, Sr.) 
DE  D.J.Wonnum (6-5, 255, Sr.) 
OLB SherrodGreene* (6-1, 228, Jr.) 
MLB T.J.Brunson* (6-1, 235, Sr.) 
OLB Daniel Fennell (6-2, 245, Sr.) 
CB Jaycee Horn* (6-1, 200, So.) 
CB Jamel Cook (6-4, 202, Jr.) 

FS  JaylinDickerson (6-1, 190, So.) 
SS R.J.Roderick (6-0, 200, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Parker White* (6-5, 201, Jr.) 
P Joseph Charlton‘ (6-5, 193, Sr.) 


S5S5055°SS 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 
2a sPoRTs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES STARA 


1 Zacch Pickens, )) 5» 
2 Ryan Hilinski, 60 46 
3 Joseph Anderson, ) 4© 


Above all else, coach 
Will Muschamp has another 
quarterback. The fear of a QB 
drought after the departure 
of Jake Bentley can be 
quelled with the addition of 
Ryan Hilinski, one of the top 
passers in the 2019 class. 
There's the typical Muschamp 
talent on defense coming 
in as well, most notably one 
of the best tackles in the 
country in Zacch Pickens 
and a lockdown candidate at 
corner in Cameron Smith. 


MUSCHAMP: SEAN RAYFORD / AP: BENTLEY: JOHN RAQUX / AP 
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5-YEAR RECORD 34-29 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 
OFFENSE 


QB Jarrett Guarantano* (6-4, 215, Jr.) 
RB TyChandler* (5-11, 201, Jr.) 

LT — Wanya Morris (6-4, 309, Fr.) 

LG JahmirJohnson* (6-5, 270, Jr.) 

c Ryan Johnson* (6-6, 313, Jr.) 

RG JeromeCarvin* (6-5, 305, So.) 
RT Darnell Wright (6-6, 320, Fr.) 

TE 


Dominick Wood-Anderson* (6-4, 264, Sr.) 


WR Josh Palmer* (6-2, 204, Jr.) 
WR _ JauanJennings* (6-3, 216, Sr.) 
WR Marquez Callaway* (6-2, 199, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE JohnMincey (6-3, 280, So.) 

NT EmmitGooden (6-3, 302, Sr.) 
DE Matthew Butler (6-4, 285, Jr.) 
OLB Deandre Johnson (6-3, 241, Jr.) 
ILB Daniel Bituli* (6-3, 243, Sr.) 

ULB Darrin Kirkland Jr-* (6-1, 225, Sr.) 
OLB Darrell Taylor* (6-4, 255, Sr.) 
CB Alontae Taylor* (6-0, 190, So.) 


CB Bryce Thompson’ (5-11, 184, So.) 
FS Trevon Flowers (5-11, 189, So.) 
SS Nigel Warrior* (6-0, 191, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K _ Brent Cimaglia* (6-0, 209, Jr.) 
P = JoaDoyle* (6-0, 209, So.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


2SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Darnell Wright, 07 5* 
2 Wanya Morris, OY 5* 
3 Henry To’oto’o, \= 4" 


Tennessee got bigger, 
stronger and tougher in the 
2019 cycle. It landed two of 
the best offensive tackles 
in the country in Wanya 
Morris and Darnell Wright. 
On defense, the Vols landed 
tone-setters like 344-pound 
nose tackle Elijah Simmons, 
high-motor playmaker Roman 
Harrison and one of the best 
linebackers in the country in 
Henry To’oto’o. This group 
should fit the culture coach 
Jeremy Pruitt is trying to 
build. 


TENNEGoce 


VOLUNTEERS 


RB Ty Chandler 


It didn’t take Jeremy Pruitt too long to realize the 

Tennessee offense needed a jolt after a lackluster 2018 

season when the Volunteers scored just 22.8 points 

per game and managed only 325.5 yards per game. 

So, in comes Jim Chaney to coordinate the attack 

and Tee Martin—hero of the 1998 Tennessee national 
championship team-—to serve as passing-game coordinator. 

“1 think (Chaney has) done a really nice job with our staff,” 
Pruitt says. “He’s very efficient with his time. He’s a very 
good teacher. I’ve sat in lots of meetings, and he’s simple to 
understand.” 

Real progress will only come if the team’s quarterback play 
improves. Junior Jarrett Guarantano had some moments last 
year, but he must be more consistent and get the ball downfield 
more. If he can’t move forward, big-armed redshirt freshman 
J.T. Shrout or confident true frosh Brian Maurer will get a shot. 

Whoever is under center would benefit from a more potent 
running attack. The Vols averaged just 3.7 yards per rush last 
year. Juniors Ty Chandler (630 yards, 4 TDs, 5.5-yard average) 
and Tim Jordan (522, 3, 4.0) are solid options who will benefit 
from better play on the offensive line. That has been a problem 
the past two years, but the arrivals of two heralded freshman 
tackles—Wanya Morris and Darnell Wright—should help things, 
especially if standout junior tackle Trey Smith can return from 
blood-clot problems in his lungs that have disrupted his career. 

Tennessee’s wideouts are experienced, and Marquez 
Callaway (37 catches, 2 TDs, 16.0 yards per catch) and Jauan 
Jennings (30, 3, 14.6) can get downfield. 

The Vols return plenty on defense—other than along the 
defensive front, which must be rebuilt. Look for senior nose 
tackle Emmit Gooden to be a stalwart inside. Inside linebacker 
Daniel Bituli is a productive tackler, and outside man Darrell 
Taylor can get to the passer. Safety Nigel Warrior is productive, 
and cornerback Bryce Thompson had three picks last year. 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 
Jeremy Pruitt 
Second year (5-7) 
CAREER RECORD: 5-7 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jim Chaney (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Derrick Ansley (first year) 
Chris Rumph (second year) 


STADIUM: Neyland Stadium 
CAPACITY: 102,455 
TICKETS: 800-332-VOLS 
SITE: Knoxville, Tenn. 
WEBSITE: utsports.com 
TWITTER: @Vol_Football 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31 Georgia State 
S7 BYU 

$14 Chattanooga 
S.21 @Florida 

O5 Georgia 

O12 Mississippi State 
O19 @Alabama 
0.26 South Carolina 
N.2 UAB 

N9  @Kentucky 
N.23. @Missouri 
N.30 Vanderbilt 


2018 RESULTS: 5-7 


Si West Virginia* 14-40 
S8 East Tennessee St. 59-3 
S15. UTEP 24-0 
$.22 Florida 21-47 
S$.29 @Georgia 12-38 
O13 @Auburn 30-24 
0.20 Alabama 21-58 
0.27. @South Carolina 24-27 
N.3__ Charlotte 14-3 
N10 Kentucky 24-7 
N17 Missouri 17-50 
N.24 @Vanderbilt 13-38 


*Charlotte, NC 
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FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH: 

Mark Stoops 
Seventh year (36-39) 


CAREER RECORD: 36-39 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Eddie Gran (fourth year) 
Darin Hinshaw (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brad White (first year) 


STADIUM: Kroger Field 
CAPACITY: 61,000 
TICKETS: 800-928-CATS 
SITE: Lexington, Ky. 
WEBSITE: ukathletics.com 
TWITTER: @UKFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


ASI Toledo 

S77 Eastern Michigan 
$14 Florida 

S.21_ @Mississippi State 
$.28 @South Carolina 
O12 Arkansas 

O19 @Georgia 

0.26 Missouri 

N.9 Tennessee 

N16 @Vanderbilt 
N.23. UT Martin 

N.30 Louisville 


2018 RESULTS: 10-3 


S._ Central Michigan 35-20 
S.8 @Florida 27-16 
S.15_ Murray State 48-10 
$.22. Mississippi State 28-7 
$.29 South Carolina 24-10 
O06 @Texas A&M (OT) 14-20 
0.20 Vanderbilt 14-7 
0.27 @Missouri __ 15-14 
N3 Georgia 17-34 
NJO. @Tennessee 7-24 
N17 Middle Tennessee = 34-23 
N.24 @Louisville 56-10 
Ji Penn State* 27-24 
*Citrus Bowl 


KENTUCKY 


WILDCATS 


During coach Mark Stoops’ six seasons in Lexington, 
Kentucky has made steady improvement. Now, it’s 
about sustaining. Last year brought the breakthrough. 
The Wildcats won 10 games and defeated Penn State in 
the Citrus Bowl. 

Stoops believes more success is possible, even 
without all-time leading rusher Benny Snell Jr. and 2018 Chuck 
Bednarik Award winner Josh Allen. 

“We absolutely expect to keep moving forward,” Stoops says. 
“We know what it looks like now and what the blueprint is. Our 
young guys did learn from the leaders last year and from the 
guys who are departing. They know what the foundation looks 
like.” 

If the Wildcats are to keep winning, they must get better 
play from quarterback Terry Wilson, who improved during the 
second half of the 2018 campaign. This year, he must be able 
to get the ball downfield more rather than settling for shorter 
gains. Stoops reports he made an “enormous jump” in that area 
during the offseason. 

Whether he has the talent at receiver to do that is another 
question. Lynn Bowden Jr. caught 67 passes as a sophomore last 
year but averaged only 11.1 yards per catch. The loss of tight end 
CJ. Conrad and transfer of Tavin Richardson means that Josh 
Ali (10) and speedy true freshman Tae Tae Crumes must step 
forward at wide receiver. Junior Asim Rose (442 rushing yards, 
5 TDs, 6.2 yards per carry) gets the first shot at replacing Snell 
after showing well as a backup. The offensive line will be strong 
on the left side, thanks to guard Logan Stenberg and tackle 
Landon Young, who is returning from injury. 

There is good depth along the defensive line, and junior 
nose man Quinton Bohanna is sturdy in the middle. Expect 
junior-college transfer Marquez Bembry to get a shot at Allen’s 
outside-linebacker spot, and senior Kash Daniel is a stalwart 
inside. Juco newcomer Quandre Mosely will help fill in the gaps 
at comer, and junior Davonte Robinson showed last year he will 
be a steady safety. 
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5-YEAR RECORD 34-29 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Terry Wilson* (6-3, 203, Jr.) 
Asim Rose (6-1, 210, Jr.) 
Landon Young (6-7, 324, Jr.) 
Logan Stenberg* (6-6, 322, Sr.) 
Drake Jackson* (6-2, 313, Jr.) 
Luke Fortner (6-6, 304, Jr.) 
Darian Kinnard (6-5, 324, So.) 
Keaton Upshaw (6-5, 244, Fr.) 
Lynn Bowden Jr.* (6-1, 199, Jr.) 
Isaiah Epps (6-2, 187, Jr.) 

Josh Ali (6-0, 188, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Joshua Paschal (6-3, 284, So.) 
NG Quinton Bohanna* (6-4, 361, Jr.) 
DE Calvin Taylor Jr.* (6-9, 310, Sr.) 
OLB MarquezBembry (6-3, 217, So.) 
1LB Kash Daniel’ (6-1, 221, Sr.) 

ILB Chris Oats (6-3, 227, So.) 

OLS Jamar Watson’ (6-3, 242, Jr.) 
CB Brandin Echols (5-11, 174, Jr.) 
CB Quandre Mosely (6-2, 180, Jr.) 
FS Tyrell Ajian (6-0, 194, So.) 
$S__Davonte Robinson (6-2, 197, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Chance Poore (6-2, 216, Fr.) 
P = Max Duffy* (6-1, 186, Jr.) 


SSSR 55°95 558 


"Returning Starter 


Street & Smith’s All-American 
2a"sPoRTs 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES a 


1 Jared Casey, |S 4+ 
2 J.J. Weaver, D& 4+ 
3 Moses Douglass, 5 4» 


Kentucky has had some 
quarterback limitations as 
of late, so it went out and 
got two impact signees 
with Amani Gilmore out of 
Louisiana and Nik Scalzo 
from Florida. 

There’s plenty to be 
excited about on the 
defensive side of the ball 
with this class, as in-state 
talents Jared Casey and J.J. 
Weaver have huge potential 
at linebacker and on the line, 
respectively. Ohio safety 
Moses Douglass and Georgia 
linebacker K.D. McDaniel are 
also playmakers. 


STOOPS: CHARLIE RIEDEL / AP: BOWDEN JR: BRYAN WOOLSTON / AP 


L WOODS / AP; VAUI 


5-YEAR RECORD 24-38 
86 8G 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

Riley Neal (6-5, 218, Sr.) 
Ke'Shawn Vaughn* (5-10, 215, Sr.) 
Johnathan Stewart (6-7, 310, So.) 
Cole Clemens* (6-6, 310, Jr.) 
Grant Miller (6-4, 285, So.) 

Sean McMoore (6-4, 305, Jr.) 
Devin Cochran* (6-7, 315, Jr.) 
Jared Pinkney’ (6-4, 255, Sr.) 
Kalija Lipscomb’ (6-1, 200, Sr.) 
Chris Pierce* (6-4, 215, Jr.) 

C.J. Bolar* (6-3, 190, So.) 


EFENSE 

Dayo Odeyingbo* (6-6, 265, Jr.) 
Drew Birchmeier* (6-4, 295, Jr.) 
Rutger Reitmaier (6-3, 275, So.) 
Caleb Peart (6-1, 235, Sr.) 

Colin Anderson (6-2, 225, So.) 
Dimitri Moore* (6-3, 225, So.) 
Kenny Hebert (6-4, 230, Jr.) 
Dontye Carriere-Williams (5-1), 185, Jr.) 
Randall Haynie (6-0, 190, So.) 
Frank Coppet* (5-11, 185, Jr.) 
Tae Daley* (6-0, 190, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Ryley Guay* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
Pp Harrison Smith (6-1, 180, So.) 


m §$§5H538°S 558 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


2a srorrs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Anfernee Orji, © 5 

2 D. Carriere-Williams, Go 3% 
3 Daevion Davis, 0) 5» 


This is an interesting 
class for Vanderbilt, It 
features unique players like 
6-8, 280-pound offensive 
lineman Donald Fitzgerald, 
who has one year of football 
experience; a 6-2, 215-pound 
QB in Jamil Muhammad who 
has the potential to play a 
number of positions; and 
physical safety Anfernee Orji, 
who could eventually slide 
down to linebacker. There’s 
also a couple of offensive 
tackles with great athleticism. 
It's a high-upside, high- 
reward group with the right 
development. 


VANDERBILT 


COMMODORES 


RB Ke'Shawn Vaughn“ 


Even though coach Derek Mason’s 24-38 record during 
his five years in Nashville is hardly glittering, he received 
a contract extension in February. Mason has led 
Vanderbilt to a pair of bowl appearances and his teams 
have posted consistently high APR scores. 
“I think it shows that Vanderbilt football and the 
athletic administration are on the same page on how we see 
the trajectory of the program, what we have done in terms of 
foundational groundwork and where we believe we can go,” 
Mason says. 

Some might believe the Commodores won’t be going too far, 
given the SEC’s traditional strength and some of the admissions 
limitations the school faces. But it’s instructional to remember 
that current Penn State coach James Franklin led Vandy to an 
18-8 mark in 2012-13, so there is growth potential, even if Mason 
has never won more than six games in a season during his 
tenure. 

If Mason is to get the Commodores moving even further 
ahead, he must improve the team’s performance in one- 
possession games. Over the past three years, Vanderbilt is 5-9 in 
those contests, including 2-4 last season. 

Doing that this year will require big performances from a trio 
of standouts: running back Ke’Shawn Vaughn (1,244 rushing 
yards, 12 TDs, 7.9-yard average), wideout Kalija Lipscomb (87 
catches, 9 TDs) and tight end Jared Pinkney (50 catches, 7 TDs). 

But that trio needs someone to emerge at quarterback after 
the graduation of three-year starter Kyle Shurmur. Junior Deuce 
Wallace was suspended last year but was the primary backup 
in 2016-17. However, the arrival of Ball State transfer Riley Neal, 
who completed 60.0 percent of his passes in four seasons with 
the Cardinals, could keep Wallace as a reserve. Two returning 
O-line starters will help whoever emerges stay relatively clean. 

The defense is led by sturdy sophomore linebacker Dimitri 
Moore (84 tackles) and junior end Dayo Odeyingbo (6.5 TFL), 
but the Commodores lack experience along the front seven and 
must replace a pair of starting cornerbacks. Wisconsin transfer 
Dontye Carriere-Williams should step in there. 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Derek Mason 
Sixth year (24-38) 
CAREER RECORD: 24-38 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Gerry Gdowski (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jason Tarver (second year) 


STADIUM: Vanderbilt Stadium 
CAPACITY: 40,550 

TICKETS: 615-322-GOLD 

SITE: Nashville 

WEBSITE: vucommodores.com 
TWITTER: @VandyFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 Georgia 

S.7 @Purdue 

5.2) LSU 

5.28 Northern Illinois 
O5 @Ole Miss 

O12 UNLV 

O19 Missouri 

N.2. @South Carolina 
N.9  @Florida 

N16 Kentucky 

N.23 East Tennessee State 
N30 @Tennessee 


2018 RESULTS: 6-7 


S1 Middle Tennessee 35-7 
S8 Nevada 4110 
S15 @Notre Dame 17-22 
§.22 South Carolina 14-37 
5.29 Tennessee State 31-27 
06 @Georgia 13-41 
O13 Florida 27-37 
0.20 @Kentucky 7-14 
0.27: @Arkansas 45-31 
N10. @Missouri 28-33 
N17 Ole Miss (OT) 36-29 
N.24 Tennessee 38-13 
0.27 Baylor* 38-45 
*Texas Bowl 
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FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Nick Saban 

13th year (146-21) 

CAREER RECORD: 237-63-1 


Beall SI, 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Steve Sarkisian (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Pete Golding (second year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Bryant-Denny Stadium 
CAPACITY: 101,821 

TICKETS: 205-348-BAMA 

SITE: Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

WEBSITE: rolitide.com 


TWITTER: @AlabamaFTBL 
2019 SCHEDULE 
A31 Duke* 
S77 New Mexico State = 7 , 
$14 @South Carolina QB Tua Tagovailoa IS 
$.21_ Southern Miss 
S.28 Ole Miss 
ae ween So ae is what a “down” year TOP NFL PROSPECT 
0.26 Arkansas = looks like in Tuscaloosa: 14-1 
page Ferenc with a 44-16 national title game QB Tua Tagovailoa 
N.23 iar Sieg shellacking at the hands of Clemson. Thanks to Baker Mayfield’s success in 
N.30 @Auburn Coach Nick Saban’s bid for a sixth Cleveland, the 6-1 Tide passer doesn’t have to 
“Atlanta, GA championship at Alabama died an worry about NFL teams thinking he’s too short 
ugly death in Santa Clara, Calif., and for the job. There can be no questioning his 
it didn’ ion, which is th It of tremend 
2018 RESULTS: 14-1 for many it didn’t really matter that proaeion bike ale hiasceieet Ca 
the Crimson Tide had finished third SPIE leec Garena, 2 atrong. arm anc:tn6 

| creativity to make big plays when none seem 
$1 Louisville* 51-14 nationally in scoring offense, sixth in available. 
2 = Arepees State att total offense and had blasted through much 
Sate ea re of its SEC campaign. The last game was the 
$.29 Louisiana 56-14 most important game, and ‘Bama had been 
0.6 @Arkansas 65-31 blown out. : & 
oh nae ay So, what comes next? For > team. We are excited to learn = 
N3 @LSU 29-0 Alabama, it’s the same as always. \ from our new coaches.” E 
N10 Misslasipn! State 260 Wave farewell to the departing There are seven of those, = 
NATTA 59-91 players—seniors and otherwise— which is one more fresh staff 2 
D1 Georgia** 35-28 and get ready to watch another member than arrived on campus 3 
b28 Oklahoma’ 45-34 crop of young stars become in 2018. Such is the price of = 
sora A _ major contributors. And always 2019 NATIONAL RANK success and the byproduct of E 
eibinststls keep looking ahead. working under an exactingcoach = & 

ampionship Game a ease é A s 
***Orange Bowl We feel good,” junior safety like Saban. There is change. There z 
****CFP National Championship Xavier McKinney says. “We know is turnover. But there ismeverasense 2 

it’s a new start to the season and a new of remorse or feeling sorry for oneself. EA 
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JEUDY- CHRIS 


Last year didn’t work out perfectly? It’s time to move on. 

“We always look forward,” McKinney says. “We want to 
keep improving and get better each day. There’s not too much 
dwelling on the last game that we played.” 

McKinney, his teammates and Tide fans have plenty of 
reasons to be excited about 2019, even if Alabama lost 21 
players from its two-deep chart. The defense has proven 
performers at every level, while Heisman runner-up Tua 
Tagovailoa quarterbacks an offense that should be extremely 
potent once again. 

“The young guys have done a great job competing,” 
McKinney says. “The guys who played last year and are 
sophomores took advantage of their playing time last year.” 

Tagovailoa certainly made the most of his 2018 season, 
passing for 3,966 yards and 43 touchdowns against only 
six picks while completing 69.0 percent of his passes. His 
outstanding performance led former starter Jalen Hurts to 
transfer to Oklahoma and makes him this year’s Heisman 
favorite. “He looks off defenders well, goes through his reads 
and throws pretty much a perfect ball,” McKinney says. 

The Tide returns four receivers who accounted for 38 
touchdowns among them. Juniors Jerry Jeudy (68 catches, 

14 TDs, 19.3-yard average), Henry Ruggs III (46, 11, 16.1) and 
DeVonta Smith (42, 6, 16.5), along with sophomore Jaylen 
Waddle (45, 7, 18.8), can all get downfield and put huge 
pressure on defenses. Junior Najee Harris (783 yards, 4 TDs, 
6.7-yard average) returns to lead the running backs, with 
classmate Brian Robinson Jr. (272, 2, 4.3) in reserve. Look for 
five-star true freshman Trey Sanders, a great blend of size and 
speed, to see carries as well. 

It’s rare to worry about an Alabama offensive line, but the 
losses of All-America tackle Jonah Williams and center Ross 
Pierschbacher will hurt. Plenty of talent returns in the form 
of junior guards Deonte Brown (although he was suspended 
by the NCAA for the first four games of this year) and Alex 
Leatherwood and tackle Jedrick Wills Jr. Expect to see true 
freshman Evan Neal in the rotation early on. 

The Tide defense didn’t look so good in the Clemson loss, 
but considering it anything other than fire-breathing in 2019 
would be a mistake. Raekwon Davis posted 5.5 tackles for 
loss last year and appears ready to assume a featured role. 
Sophomore Phidarian Mathis will be a force in the middle of 
the line. 

Expect another big year from Dylan Moses (86 tackles) at 
weakside linebacker, while Terrell Lewis is expected to return 
from injury at the strongside position and brings excellent 
pass-rushing abilities. McKinney (73 tackles) is a force at strong 
safety, while cornerback Patrick Surtain II and safety Shyheim 
Carter are excellent cover men. 


2eersrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES tr. 
1 Antonio Alfano, = 5» 

2 Trey Sanders, \5 S* 

3 Evan Neal, 0) S© 


Last year Nick Saban 
fell from the No. 1 
recruiting perch for the 
first time in eight years. 
This year he’s back on 
top powered by one of the nation’s best group of linemen. 
The defensive line is highlighted by Antonio Alfano, perhaps 
the biggest physical specimen in the entire class. The 
offensive line is anchored by massive 6-7, 360-pound Evan 
Neal. Trey Sanders brings juice to the offense as the nation’s 
top-ranked running back, and there’s also a pair of familiar 
names at quarterback in Taulia Tagovailoa (Tua’s younger 
brother) and Paul Tyson (Bear Bryant's great grandson). 


Jerry Jeudy 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


PASSING 


Tua Tagovailoa 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/ 
15 199.5  245-355-6 69.0 3966 43 264.4 
“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Najee Harris 


15\ 117 783 67 4 52.2 
“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avo/G 


Jerry Jeudy 15 68 1315 193 14 B77 
~ TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Dylan Moses 6 45 41 86 
= SACKS GP No. _Yards 
Anfernee Jennings 5 65 30 
“SINTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Shyheim Carter 2. 89 #445 2 
Xavier McKinney 2 ems) 1S 14 


2018 TEAM STATS 
|STATISTIC | ALA | OPP _| 


SCORING 684 271 
Poinis Per Game 45.6 18.1 
FIRSTDOWNS 371 253 
Rushing 155 93 
Passing 195 131 
Penalty 21 29 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2976 1819 
Yards gained rushing 3219 2225 
Yards lost rushing 243 406 
Rushing Attempts 571 516 
Average Per Rush 5.2 3.5 
Average Per Game 198.4 121,3 
TDs Rushing 33 "1 
PASSING YARDAGE 4854 3010 
Comp-Att-Int 301-438-8 244-465-14 
Average Per Pass 11 6.5 
Average Per Catch 16.1 12.3 
Average Per Game 323.6 200.7 
TDs Passing §2 22 
TOTAL OFFENSE 7830 4829 
Total Plays 1009 981 
Average Per Play 78 4.9 
Average Per Game 522.0 321.9 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 22-523 41-825 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 17-250 9-24 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 14-276 8-149 
KICK RETURN AVG. 23.8 20.1 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 147 27 
INTRETURN AVG. 19.7 18.6 
FUMBLES-LOST 16-7 14-7 
PENALTIES-YARDS 87-796 92-776 
Average Per Game 53.1 51.7 
PUNTS-YARDS 42-1502 93-3896 
Average Per Punt 35.8 41.9 
Net punt average 34,7 36.6 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 30:20 29:40 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 86/165 _ 76/222 
3¢d-Down Pet 52% 34% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. WS n/24 
4th-Down Pet 47% 46% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 45-270 15-121 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 92 35 
FG-ATTEMPTS 15-20 9-15 
ATTENDANCE 710931 _ 327301 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/101562 4/81825 
Neutral Site Games 4/68860 


ALABAMA 233 202 143. 106 0 684 
Opponent 59 85 64 63 0 271 


.! 


5- YEAR RECORD 67-6 


CreG ChBG-NT Chas BENT Cres 


72-2 14-1 14-1 13-1 14-1 
2014 § 2015 | 2016 | 2017 


CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
Tua Tagovailoa* (6-1, 218, Jr.) 
Mac Jones (6-2, 205, So.) 
B NajeeHarris (6-2, 227, Jr.) 
Trey Sanders (6-0, 214, Fr.) 
~  MattWomack (6-7, 325, Sr.) 
Pierce Quick (6-5, 285, Fr.) 
Deonte Brown (6-4, 342, Jr.) 
Emil Ekiyor Jr. (6-3, 338, Fr.) 
Chris Owens (6-3, 315, Jr.) 
Emil Ekiyor Jr. (6-3, 338, Fr.) 
RG AlexLeatherwood* (6-6, 310, Jr.) 
Scott Lashley (6-7, 307, Jr.) 
RT  Jedrick Wills Jr.* (6-5, 316, Jr.) 
Evan Neal (6-7, 360, Fr.) 
TE Kedrick James (6-5, 260, Jr.) 
Miller Forristall (6-5, 234, Jr.) 
WR DeVontaSmith* (6-1, 175, Jr.) 
wr 
wr 


r] 


e 


° 


Tyrell Shavers (6-6, 205, So.) 
Jerry Jeudy* (6-1, 192, Jr.) 
Jaylen Waddle (5-10, 182, So.) 
Henry Ruggslll* (6-0, 190, Jr.) 
Xavier Williams (6-1, 195, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Raekwon Davis* (6-7, 309, Sr.) 
Stephon Wynn Jr. (6-4, 295, Fr.) 

NG Phidarian Mathis (6-4, 317, So.) 
Tevita Musika (6-1, 342, Sr.) 

DE  LaBryanRay (6-5, 285, Jr.) 
Antonio Alfano (5-4, 288, Fr.) 

OLB Anfernee Jennings* (6-3, 259, Sr.) 
Christopher Allen (6-4, 250, So.) 

ILB Dylan Moses* (6-3, 235, Jr.) 
Joshua MeMillon (6-3, 237, Sr.) 

LB AleKaho (6-1, 224, So.) 
Markail Benton (6-2, 235, So.) 

OLB Terrell Lewis (6-5, 252, Jr.) 
Eyabi Anoma(6-5, 252, So,) 

CB Patrick SurtainII* (6-2, 203, So.) 
Josh Jobe (6-1, 186, So.) 

CB TrevonDiggs* (6-2, 200, Sr.) 
Jalyn Armour-Davis (6-1, 182, Fr.) 

FS  ShyheimCarter* (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
Daniel Wright (6-1, 190, So.) 

SS  XavierMcKinney* (6-1, 196, Jr.) 
Jared Mayden (6-0, 200, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K — JosephBulovas* (6-0, 203, So.) 
P Skyler DeLong (6-4, 188, So.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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SOUTHEASTERN 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH. 

Ed Orgeron 
Fourth year (25-9) 


CAREER RECORD: 41-36 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Steve Ensminger (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Dave Aranda (fourth year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Tiger Stadium 
CAPACITY: 102,321 
TICKETS: 800-960-8587 
SITE: Baton Rouge, La. 
WEBSITE: Isusports.net 
TWITTER: @LSUfootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A3\_ Georgia Southern 
S.? @Texas 

5.14 Northwestern State 
S.21 @Vanderbilt 

O.5 Utah State 

O12 Florida 

O19 @Mississippi State 
0.26 Auburn 

N.9 @Alabama 

N16 @Ole Miss 

N.23. Arkansas 

N30 Texas A&M 


2018 RESULTS: 10-3 


S.2. Miami (Fla.)* 33-17 
S.8 Southeastern La. 31-0 
$15 @Auburn 22-21 
$.22 Louisiana Tech 38-21 
$.29 Ole Miss 45-16 
O6 @Florida 19-27 
O13 Georgia 36-16 
0.20 Mississippi State 19-3 
N.3 Alabama 0-29 
N10. @Arkansas 24-17 
N17 Rice 4210 
N.24 @TexasA&M(7OT) 72-74 
Ji UCF** 40-32 
“Arlington, TX 

**Fiesta Bowl 


QB Joe Burrow 


There are those who believe 
LSU did college football a favor 
January 1st by dumping UCF 

in the Fiesta Bowl and keeping 
the Knights from declaring 
themselves back-to-back 
national champions. 

But LSU helped itself a lot 
more than the football world 
at large with the 40-32 victory, 

because it capped off a relatively surprising 
10-3 campaign that featured a win over 


Georgia and a zany, 74-72 loss to Texas A&M 


in seven overtimes. Although there are 
some holes to fill in Baton Rouge— 
most notably at running back, 
linebacker and cornerback—the 
Tigers are well-positioned to take 
a strong shot at SEC contention 
and perhaps even move ahead 
of Alabama for the first time in 
eight years. 

Coach Ed Orgeron has always 
been a half-full kind of guy, so his 


Zh \) 
& 


reel &Sguth's 
2019 NATIONAL RANK 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 
S Grant Delpit 


There’s a reason the Tigers gave Delpit the 
coveted No. 7 “playmaker” jersey this season: 
his combination of strength, speed and 
instincts. With Devin White gone to the NFL, LSU 
needs someone to create sudden change, and 
the 6-3, 203-pound junior can cover man-to- 
man, play center field and rush the passer with 
equal success. 


trademark optimism can sometimes 
be dismissed as a function of his 
gregarious personality. But this 
is a good LSU team, and if it can 
field a more consistent offense 
and keep smacking people 
around on defense, it can be a 
great one. 
The biggest change to the 
Tigers can be found on the 
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coaching staff, where Joe Brady comes to the program from 
the New Orleans Saints to coordinate the passing game. 

He inherits a quarterback, senior Joe Burrow, who threw 

for 2,894 yards and 16 touchdowns last year. His overall 
completion percentage of 57.8 was not impressive, but 
Burrow connected on 66.9 percent of his throws over the last 
four games of the 2018 season and only tossed five picks all 
year. Add in Burrow’s ability to run (399 yards, 7 TDs), and 
Brady has a strong player with whom to work. 

“We can put a lot on (Burrow),” Orgeron says. “Joe’s tough. 
Joe can make decisions. We’! let him do a lot of things at the 
line of scrimmage-let him check out of plays, let him handle 
the offense in a lot of situations, going hurry-up. Joe’s smart. 
He can do it.” 

He won’t have to break in a bunch of new targets because 
the Tigers’ four top pass-catchers from last year return. Junior 
Justin Jefferson (54 catches, 6 TDs, 16.2 yards per catch), 
sophomore Ja’Marr Chase (23, 3, 13.6) and senior Derrick 
Dillon (22, 2, 14.0) can put pressure on defenses, as can senior 
tight end Stephen Sullivan (23, 2, 15.8). Former five-star 
recruit Terrace Marshall Jr. is a sophomore who is ready to 
make an impact. 

Orgeron isn’t shy about raising expectations for the Tiger 
running backs, even with last year’s leading rusher, Nick 
Brossette (1,039 yards, 14 TDs), gone. Junior Clyde Edwards- 
Helaire (658, 7) showed himself to be solid last season, but 
Orgeron wants to see sophomore Chris Curry step up. Speedy 
John Emery Jr. and powerful Tyrion Davis-Price, a pair of 
freshmen, could boost the LSU ground profile considerably. 

Senior guard Damien Lewis leads an offensive line that 
has four returning starters, but the Tigers need to average 
more than 4.0 yards per carry and cut back on the 35.0 sacks 
allowed last year. 

There is plenty of talent on the defense, beginning with 
junior safety Grant Delpit, who will wear the coveted No. 7 
“playmaker” jersey this year. He had five picks and 5.0 sacks 
last season and will be one of the nation’s best at his position. 
Greedy Williams’ decision to exit for the NFL early leaves a 
hole at cornerback, but senior Kristian Fulton broke up nine 
passes last season, and Orgeron believes true freshman Derek 
Stingley Jr. could step into a starting spot. 

The loss of last year’s Butkus Award winner, Devin White, 
leaves a big hole at linebacker that junior Patrick Queen hopes 
to fill. Sophomore Micah Baskerville has a lot of potential, and 
senior Michael Divinity Jr. is a force on the outside. Up front, 
the Tigers will rely heavily on ends Glen Logan and Rashard 
Lawrence, who made 10.5 stops in the backfield last year. 


@eersrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 
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TOP SIGNEES é 
1 Derek Stingley Jr., —9 5» 
2 John Emery Jr., © S& 

3 Marcel Brooks,  S* 


Tigers coach Ed 
Orgeron and his staff are 
following the script with 
their 2019 class, They 
have your prototypical 
LSU lockdown cornerback in Derek Stingley Jr. Expect him to 
be one of the best freshmen in college football this fall. They 
also have a prototypical LSU running back in John Emery 
Jr. Expect him to be one of the most explosive players in 
the country. The Tigers have their prototypical head hunter 
in Marcel Brooks. Expect him to flash any time he’s on the 
field on defense. Orgeron’s team also got bigger with three 
different prospects who check in at more than 350 pounds, 
most notably defensive tackle Siaki Ika. 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


» PASSING 

Joe Burrow 

GP Effic. Cmp-Att-int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/6 
13 133.2 219-379-5578 2894 16! 222.6 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
C.Edwards-Helaire 13 146 658 45 7 506 


‘RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G 


JustinJefferson 13 54 875 16.2 6 673 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Jacob Phillips 12.) 32} -55) 9). 87 
“SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
GrantDelpit 3. 5.0 44 
Michael Divinity Jr. 2 50 27 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Grant Delpit 5 1 02 0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
statistic | LSU | OPP | 
SCORING 421 283 
Points Per Game 32.4 21.8 
FIRST DOWNS 295 254 
Rushing 129 107 
Passing 132 N16 
Penalty 34 31 
RUSHING YARDAGE 2257 1802 
Yards gained rushing 2571 2191 
Yards lost rushing 314 389 
Rushing Attempts 563 466 
Average Per Rush 4.0 3.9 
Average Per Game 173.6 138.6 
TDs Rushing 29 15 
PASSING YARDAGE 2970 2601 
Comp-Att-int 224-387-5 223-449-17 
Average Per Pass 77 5.8 
Average Per Catch 13.3 N7 
Average Per Game 228.5 200.1 
TDs Passing 17 18 
TOTAL OFFENSE 5227 4403 
Total Plays 950 915 
Average Per Play 5.5 48 
Average Per Game 402.1 338.7 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS 18-444 6-126 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 17-99 13-64 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 17-127 5-119 
KICK RETURN AVG. 24.7 21.0 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 5.8 49 
INTRETURNAVG. 75 23,8 
FUMBLES-LOST 10-8 10-8 
PENALTIES-YARDS 83-794 102-906 
Average Per Game 611 69.7 
PUNTS-YARDS 67-2889 78-3323 
Average Per Punt 43.1 42.6 
Net punt average 41.0 40.3 
TIMEOFPOSS,/GAME 31:50 28:10 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 82/205 70/198 
3rd-Down Pet 40% 35% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 9/12 12/23 
4th-Down Pct 75% 52% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 34-254 35-190 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 48 35 
FG-ATTEMPTS 29-33 13-17 
ATTENDANCE 705733 342706 
Games/AvgPerGame 7/100819 4/85676 
Neutral Sie Games 2/63044 
LSU 107 118 62 93 41 421 
Opponent 36 71 46 87 43 283 
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5- YEAR RECORD 44-19 
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2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
QB JoeBurrow* (6-4, 216, Sr.) 
Myles Brennan (6-5, 183, So.) 
8 Clyde Edwards-Helaire (5-9, 212, Jr.) 
Chris Curry (6-0, 219, So.) 
Saahdiq Charles* (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
Cameron Wire (6-7, 296, Fr.) 
LG ChasenHines (6-4, 336, So.) 
Kardell Thomas (6-3, 358, Fr.) 
Lloyd Cushenberry Ill* (6-4, 309, Jr.) 
Cole Smith (6-3, 285, Fr.) 
RG DamienLewis* (6-3, 322, Sr.) 
Donavaughn Campbell (6-4, 351, Jr.) 
RT Austin Deculus* (6-7, 321, Jr.) 
Badara Traore (6-7, 323, Sr.) 
TE Stephen Sullivan (6-7, 232, Sr.) 
Jamal Pettigrew (6-7, 241, Jr.) 
WR Justin Jefferson* (6-2, 185, Jr.) 
Terrace Marshall Jr. (6-4, 209, So.) 
WR Ja'Marr Chase’ (6-1, 205, So.) 
wR 


faa 


o 


Dee Anderson (6-6, 229, Sr.) 
Derrick Dillon (5-11, 184, Sr.) 
Jonathan Giles (6-1, 186, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Rashard Lawrence* (6-3, 317, Sr.) 
Neil Farrell Jr. (6-5, 295, Jr.) 
NT BreidenFehoko* (6-4, 291, Sr.) 
Tyler Shelvin (6-3, 362, So.) 
DE GlenLogan* (6-4, 297, Jr.) 
Justin Thomas (6-5, 268, Jr.) 
OLB Michael Divinity Jr.* (6-2, 238, Sr.) 
Andre Anthony (6-4, 238, Jr.) 
LB Patrick Queen (6-2, 232, Jr.) 
Micah Baskerville (6-2, 233, So.) 
LB Jacob Phillips* (6-4, 229, Jr.) 
Damone Clark (6-4, 238, So.) 
OLB Ray Thornton (6-4, 226, Jr.) 
Jarell Cherry (6-3, 235, Fr.) 
CB Derek Stingley Jr. (6-1, 195, Fr.) 
Kary Vincent Jr.* (5-10, 181, Jr.) 
CB Kristian Fulton® (6-0, 192, Sr.) 
Kelvin Joseph (6-1, 195, So.) 
FS  ToddHarris Jr. (5-11, 186, Jr.) 
Eric Monroe (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
Grant Delpit* (6-3, 203, Jr.) 
JaCoby Stevens (6-2, 225, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K —- ConnorCulp (6-0, 203, Jr.) 
P Zach VonRosenberg* (6-5, 245, Jr.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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SOUTHEASTERN 


FAST FACTS 
Jimbo Fisher 
Second year (9-4) 
CAREER RECORD: 92-27 


STAFE 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Darrell Dickey (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Elko (second year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Kyle Field 
CAPACITY: 102,733 
TICKETS: 888-99-AGGIE 
SITE: College Station, Texas 
WEBSITE: 12thman.com 
TWITTER: @AggieFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE QB Kellen Mond 


A29 Texas State 
S7? @Clemson 


ey Year One of that expensive G NIG ORO 
ye bamnet Jimbo Fisher experiment in TOP NFL PROSPECT 
S 28 Arkarase? College Station went pretty well. WR Kendrick Rogers 
019 @Ole Miss Texas A&M won nine games, the * The Aggies’ passing game is blossomin: 
0.26. Mississippi State first time the Aggies had reached under Soh jimbo Fisher, and one of QB Kellen 
N z. ursh. Garling that mark in five years. They Mond’s primary targets will be the 6-4, 204- 
N23 @Georgia finished with four straight wins, pound Rogers, who showed last year that he has 
N30 @LSU including a wild, seven-overtime the ability to be a key contributor by scoring five 
“Arlington, TX triumph over LSU and a 52-13 touchdowns on just 27 catches. The junior from 
bowl rout of N.C. State. In early Frankston, Texas, has good size, solid speed and 

2018 RESULTS: 9-4 February, they completed a recruiting the potential to take a big step up this season. 
class that was ranked fourth nationally and dT 
A30 Northwestern State 59-7 followed up well on the quickly assembled— 
28 Clone — ree though impressive nonetheless—2018 A) 
22) @dlsberac dass aggregation Fisher and his staff sat build a team capable of handling = 
S$.29  Arkansas* 24-17 were able to land. the best competition out there, 5 
O6 an : ae : : 3 2 
08. Poe yee Zo4 Getting past that total is going and we're going to learn this year 5 
0.27 @MississippiState 13-28 to be mighty tough considering whether the former Florida State 3 
N33 @Auburn 24-28 the Aggies add Georgia to the boss has made any significant = 
N 10 Cle Miss as e8 slate, travel to Clemson to play : progress toward that goal. Split = 
N24 LSU(7OT) 772 the defending national champs NS those four games, and the Aggies = 
D.3]_N.C. State** 52-13 and still must deal with Alabama can start talking about how they s 
“Arlington, TX and LSU. Oh, and A&M’s six top are ready to take a step toward 8 
**Gator Bowl tacklers from last season have left SEC contention. e 

town. The Aggies brought Fisher on to Fisher was happy during the offseason 2 


150 2019 STREET & SMITH'S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


DAVIS: DAVID J, PHILLIP / AP 


with the continuing adaptation of the culture he and his staff 
have been trying to instill in the players. He spoke about 
how they understand why they are being asked to do things 
and how they are responding now to expectations. And he 
had more of an opportunity to let his staff do their jobs after 
“coaching the coaches” following his arrival in December 
2017. 

One player Fisher and his staff are working particularly 
hard to improve is junior quarterback Kellen Mond, who 
played better late last season but still only completed 57.4 
percent of his throws and must continue to get better at 
making decisions. Mond threw for 3,107 yards in 2018 and is a 
strong runner who scored seven times on the ground. 

“(He needs to improve) everything,” Fisher says. “Decision- 
making, accuracy, getting in and out of checks, getting out of 
things. Also, the guys around him have got to function. We 
always put it on the quarterback. This game, it doesn’t matter 
what your quarterback does if the guys around him don’t 
function.” 

There will be plenty of receivers functioning at strong levels 
around Mond. Although standout tight end Jace Sternberger 
is gone, juniors Quartney Davis (45 catches, 7 TDs, 13.0-yard 
average), Camron Buckley (34, 1, 13.9) and Jhamon Ausbon (31 
catches) are talented. Look out for freshman Kam Brown, who 
could make a big splash this year. 

The ground game is not in such great shape because of 
the departure of workhorse Trayveon Williams and his 1,760 
yards and 18 touchdowns. Sophomore Jashaun Corbin (346 
yards) has potential, and UCF transfer Cordarrian Richardson 
will push for playing time as well. Corbin will be aided by 
the return of four starters on the offensive line, most notably 
junior tackles Dan Moore Jr. and Carson Green. 

The Aggies have some work to do on defense, although 
Fisher believes the front four will be in good shape. Tackle 
Justin Madubuike had 5.5 sacks last year, and sophomore 
Bobby Brown III has the ability to make an impact at end. 
Junior Buddy Johnson is a solid outside linebacker, and the 
Aggies hope sophomore Anthony Hines III, who missed all but 
one game last year with a knee injury, can return to form on 
the other side. He had 6.0 tackles for loss in 2017. 

The secondary is solid, thanks to corners Charles Oliver, a 
senior, and junior Debione Renfro. Junior Derrick Tucker is 
solid at strong safety. 

Sophomore Seth Small is back to kick field goals, but 
he must become more accurate after going just 13-for-20 
from 30-49 yards last year. Senior Braden Mann averaged a 
whopping 51.0 yards per punt last year. As usual, the Aggie 
coverage units are stout. 


2aysrorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES Tana 
1 DeMarvin Leal, ©) &* 

2 KenyonGreen, oF S» 

$% Baylor Cupp, Y= 4» 


Coach Jimbo Fisher is 
inching closer to being 
ready to mount a real 
challenge to Alabama 
in the SEC West with 
this top-five recruiting class. Defensive lineman DeMarvin 
Leal made a case to be the best prep player in the country. 
Kenyon Green is one of the nation’s top offensive linemen 
and Baylor Cupp is the perfect tight end for Fisher's offense 
as a big, athletic in-line talent. The class brings in a loaded 
secondary led by safeties Demani Richardson and Brian 
Williams, a rare talent at receiver in Dylan Wright and the 
best running back in Texas, Isaiah Spiller. 


WR Quartney Davis 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 
“PASSING 

Kellen Mond 


‘GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 
13) 135.0 | 238-415-9 | 57.4 | 3107/24 239.0 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
Kellen Mond 13/1491 4743.27) 36.5 


“RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. - Avg/G 


Quartney Davis 13) 45 | 585 13.0 7 45.0 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
JustinMadubuike =» 13.) «182240 
“SACKS _ GP No. ‘Yards 
Justin Madubuike 13: 55 3 
“INTERCEPTIONS No, Yards Avg. 1D 
Leon O'Neal Jr. 1)25- 125.0 10 
Charles Oliver 1/0 00 60 
Larry Pryor 1) 0 | 00 ].0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
|sTaTistic __| TAMU | OPP _| 
SCORING 468 329 
Points Per Game 36.0 25.3 
FIRSTDOWNS 336 221 
Rushing 151 76 
Passing 154 124 
Penalty 31 21 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2847 1238 
Yards gained rushing 3225 1604 


Yards lost rushing 378 366 
Rushing Attempts 538 383 
Average Per Rush 5.3 3.2 
Average Per Game 219.0 95,2 
TDs Rushing 28 14 
PASSING YARDAGE 
Comp-Att-Int 254-442-9 244-402-7 
Average Per Pass p kK 
Average Per Catch 12.9 13.5 
Average Per Game 252.6 253.2 
TDs Passing 25 26 
TOTAL OFFENSE 6131 4529 
Total Plays 980 785 
Average Per Play 6.3 5.8 


Average Per Game 471.6 348.4 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 22-549 —_ 17-281 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 24-209 21-182 
INT RETURNS: #-YDS 7-15 9-44 


KICKRETURNAVG. 25.0 16.5 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 8.7 6.3 
INT RETURN AVG. 16.4 49 
FUMBLES-LOST 


19-9 19-4 
PENALTIES-YARDS 80- oe 87-737 
Average Per Game 50. 56,7 
50- 3540 84-3708 


PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Per Punt 51.0 44) 
Net punt average 447 4.2 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 34:27 25:33 
3RD-DOWNCONV. 70/170. 49/162 
3rd-Down Pct 1% 30% 
4TH-DOWNCONV., 5/10 5/10 


4th-Down Pet 50%. 50% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 37-213 - 35-223 
MISC. YARDS 88 a 


TDSSCORED §7 43 
FG-ATTEMPTS 23-33 9-18 
ATTENDANCE 698908 — 321722 


Games/AvgPerGame 7/99844 4/80430 
Neutral Site Games 2/46794 


TEXASARM 79 136 91 113 49 468 
Opponent 62 72:68 86 41 329 
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2019 DEPTH CHART 
OFFENSE 
QB KellenMond* (6-2, 217, Jr.) 
Connor Blumrick (6-5, 210, So.) 
RB JashaunCorhbin (6-0, 207, So.) 
Cordarrian Richardson (6-0, 246, So.) 
LT = DanMoore Jr.* (6-5, 325, Jr.) 
Kellen Diesch (6-5, 298, Jr.) 
LO  GraysonReed (6-5, 305, So.) 
Tank Jenkins (6-3, 320, Fr.) 
C = RyanMcCollum* (6-5, 305, Jr.) 
Colton Prater (6-4, 298, Sr.) 
Jared Hocker* (6-5, 323, Jr.) 
Luke Matthews (6-4, 315, Fr.) 
Carson Green* (6-6, 315, Jr.) 
Colten Blanton (6-7, 303, Fr.) 
Baylor Cupp (6-6, 245, Fr.) 
Glenn Beal (6-5, 260, So.) 
Jhamon Ausbon* (6-2, 218, Jr.) 
Hezekiah Jones (5-11, 187, Jr.) 
Quartney Davis* (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
Kendrick Rogers (6-4, 204, Jr.) 
Camron Buckley (6-2, 194, Jr.) 
Roshauud Paul (6-0, 180, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE TyreeJohnson (6-4, 250, So.) 
Michael Clemons (6-5, 272, Sr.) 

DT JustinMadubuike* (6-3, 304, Jr.) 
Derick Hunter (6-4, 290, Fr.) 

DY JaydenPeevy (6-6, 298, Jr.) 
TD Moton (6-3, 308, Jr.) 

DE BobbyBrownlll (6-4, 325, So.) 
Jeremiah Martin (6-5, 244, So.) 

OLB Anthony Hines Ill (6-3, 226, So.) 
Braden White (5-11, 224, Jr.) 

MLB tkenna Okeke (6-3, 225, So.) 
Keeath Magee lll (6-0, 223, Jr.) 

OLB Buddy Johnson* (6-2, 228, Jr.) 
Tarian Lee Jr. (6-2, 217, Fr.) 

CB Charles Oliver* (6-2, 196, Sr.) 
Elijah Blades (6-2, 180, Jr.) 

CB DebioneRenfro* (6-2, 198, Jr) 

Fs 

ss 


Travon Fuller (6-1, 174, Jr.) 
Leon O'Neal Jr. (6-1, 206, So.) 
Keldrick Carper (6-2, 200, Jr.) 
Derrick Tucker* (6-1, 202, Jr.) 
Larry Pryor (6-0, 211, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Seth Small* (5-11, 205, So.) 
® Braden Mann’ (5-11, 195, Sr.) 


*Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 
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SOUTHEASTERN 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Gus Malzahn 
Seventh year (53-27) 


CAREER RECORD: 62-30 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Kenny Dillingham (first year) 
Kodi Burns (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kevin Steele (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Jordan-Hare Stadium 
CAPACITY: 87,451 

TICKETS: 855-282-2010 

SITE: Auburn, Ala. 

WEBSITE: auburntigers.com 
TWITTER: @AuburnFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A.3! Oregon* 

S7 Tulane 

S14 Kent State 

S.21 @Texas A&M 
$.28 Mississippi State 
O5 @Florida 

O19 @Arkansas 
0.26 @LSU 

N.2 Ole Miss 

N16 Georgia 

N.23 Samford 

N.30 Alabama 


“Arlington, TX 


2018 RESULTS: 8-5 


5.1 Washington* 21-16 
S.8 Alabama State 63-9 
$15 LSU 21-22 
S.22 Arkansas 34-3 
$.29 Southern Miss 24-13 
O6 @Mississippi State 9-23 
O13 Tennessee 24-30 
0.20 @Ole Miss 31-16 
N3 Texas A&M 28-24 
N10 @Georgia 10-27 
N17 Liberty 53-0 
N.24 @Alabama 21-52 
0.28 Purdue** 63-14 
“Atlanta, GA 

**Music City Bowl 


AUD 


TIGERS 


The easy narrative for Auburn 
in 2018 is that a pair of losses by 
a combined seven points robbed 

them of a 10-win season. But those 

defeats—home losses to LSU by one and Tennessee by 
six—coupled with a 52-21 drubbing by Alabama, led to 
an 8-5 finish and a heightened sense of urgency for 2019. 

The biggest question mark entering the season is the offense. 
Coach Gus Malzahn will call the plays this year and has added 
Kenny Dillingham as co-offensive coordinator (with Kodi Burns) 
and quarterbacks coach. 

Dillingham’s biggest assignment is finding a signal-caller to 
replace Jarrett Stidham. Junior Malik Willis threw all of seven 
passes last year and struggled when he did play. Athletic 6-5 
redshirt freshman Joey Gatewood has plenty of potential, and 
heralded recruit Bo Nix, son of former Tiger star QB Patrick, 
enrolled early and is an accurate passer. Willis should start, but 
he had better be good quickly. 

Last season was the first time Malzahn didn’t have a 1,000- 
yard rusher since 2009. JaTarvious Whitlow (787 yards, 6 TDs, 
5.2 yards per carry) has the potential to be a 1,000-yard man, 
while Kam Martin (458, 1, 4.4) is a solid backup. The receiving 
corps loses its top two targets, so Seth Williams (26 catches, 

5 TDs, 20.5-yard average) and Anthony Schwartz (22, 2, 16.2) 
must step forward. 

The offensive line returns all five starters, and it must 
improve in the run game and pass protection. Tackle Prince 
Tega Wanogho leads the way for this unit. 

There is good news throughout the defensive depth chart, 
except at linebacker, where veteran defensive coordinator 
Kevin Steele must replace all three starters. Junior middle 
man K,J. Britt has the best chance of breaking out there. The 
defensive line returns three starters, with junior end Nick Coe 
a strong pass rusher and senior end Marlon Davidson also very 
productive. 

The defensive backfield welcomes back all four starters, 
with senior safeties Daniel Thomas and Jeremiah Dinson being 
stalwarts. Cornerback Noah Igbinoghene has star potential. 


5-YEAR RECORD 41-25 


Grr 2776 
2014 § 2015 | 2016 § 2 
COS Gas 


CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Malik Willis (6-1, 195, Jr.) 

JaTarvious Whitlow (6-0, 216, So.) 
Prince Tega Wanogho* (6-7, 307, Sr.) 
Marquel Harrell* (6-3, 307, Sr.) 
Kaleb Kim* (6-4, 300, Sr.) 

Mike Horton* (6-4, 324, Sr.) 

Jack Driscoll* (6-5, 300, Sr.) 

John Samuel Shenker (6-3, 248, So.) 
Seth Williams* (6-3, 210, So.) 
Anthony Schwartz (6-0, 180, So,) 
Sal Cannella (6-5, 232, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE NickCoe* (6-5, 282, Jr.) 

DT Derrick Brown’ (6-5, 325, Sr.) 
DT Tyrone Truesdell (6-2, 314, Jr.) 
DE Marlon Davidson’ (6-3, 278, Sr.) 
OLB Chandler Wooten (6-2, 231, Jr.) 
MLB K.J. Britt (6-0, 228, Jr.) 

OLB Zakoby McClain (6-0, 205, So.) 
CB Javaris Davis* (5-10, 187, Sr.) 
CB Noahlgbinoghene’ (5-11, 196, Jr.) 
FS Jeremiah Dinson* (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
SS Daniel Thomas* (5-11, 208, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
x Anders Carlson* (6-5, 210, So.) 
Ps ArrynSiposs* (6-2, 205, Jr,) 
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*Roturning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


2<7'SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES er 
1 Owen Pappoe, |) 5* 

2 BoNix, 9 5* 

3 Charles Moore, »> 4* 


Coach Gus Malzahn got a 
great option at quarterback 
in this class with the signing 
of Bo Nix. Whether he 
immediately wins the starting 
job or not, he’s probably 
Auburn‘s best passer already. 

Owen Pappoe is the most 
athletic incoming freshman 
linebacker in the country 
and one of the most athletic 
regardless of position. 

The Tigers also landed two 
dynamic running backs and a 
bushel of talented defensive 
linemen out of Mississippi. 
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MOORHEAD: TYLER KAUFMAN / AP: THOMPSON: JM LYTLE / AP 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bow! Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 


QB 
RB 


Keytaon Thompson (6-4, 225, Jr.) 
Kylin Hill* (5-11, 215, Jr.) 

Tyre Phillips (6-5, 345, Sr.) 
LaQuinston Sharp (6-3, 315, Jr.) 
Darryl Williams* (6-2, 310, Sr.) 
Stewart Reese* (6-5, 340, Jr.) 
Greg Eiland* (6-8, 335, Jr.) 
Farrod Green (6-4, 240, Sr.) 
Osirus Mitchell* (6-5, 210, Jr.) 
Stephen Guidry (6-4, 195, Sr.) 
Deddrick Thomas* (5-9, 190, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 


DE 
DT 
DT 
DE 
OLB 


Kobe Jones (6-4, 270, Jr.) 

Lee Autry (6-2, 310, Sr.) 
Kendell Jones (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Chauncey Rivers (6-3, 275, Sr.) 
Leo Lewis* (6-2, 245, Sr.) 


MLB Erroll Thompson’ (6-1, 250, Jr.) 


Willie Gay Jr.* (6-2, 235, Jr.) 
Cameron Dantzler* (6-2, 185, Jr.) 
Maurice Smitherman (5-10, 195, Sr.) 
Jaquarius Landrews (6-0, 195, Sr.) 
Brian Cole (6-2, 210, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 


Jace Christmann* (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
Corliss Waitman (6-2, 205, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


odldd 


BULLODGS 


QB KeytaonThompson' . 


Although Joe Moorhead’s 
first season as head coach in 
Starkville included some undeniable 
highlights—like wins over Texas A&M and then-No. 8 
ranked Auburn-the Bulldogs scored fewer than 10 
points in four games, quite unusual for a team directed 
by one of the country’s top offensive minds. If the Mississippi 
State offense is to improve, it must start at quarterback, where 
a replacement for Nick Fitzgerald needs to be found. There’s 


| 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 
Joe Moorhead 
Second year (8-5) 
CAREER RECORD: 46-18 
STAFF 


’ OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Joe Moorhead (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bob Shoop (second year) 

TEAM INFO - 

STADIUM: Davis Wade Stadium 
CAPACITY: 61,337 

TICKETS: 888-GO-DAWGS 
SITE: Starkville, Miss. 
WEBSITE: hailstate.com 
TWITTER: @HailStateFB 


Moorhead 


some work to do on defense also, thanks to the departures of 


standout linemen Montez Sweat and Jeffery Simmons. 
The whole Mississippi State passing attack needs an overhaul 


2019 SCHEDULE 


2a srorrs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Charles Cross, OF 5S 

2 Nathan Pickering, 0! 4» 
3 De'Monte Russell, 0& 4» 


There may not be a more 
athletic offensive lineman in 
the country than incoming 
Mississippi State freshman 
Charles Cross, an early 
enrollee and future NFL 
talent at offensive tackle. 
There also aren’t many 
players at defensive tackle 
with the kind of upside that 
Nathan Pickering has. Edge 
rusher De’Monte Russell 
and some long, versatile 


defensive backs also power a 


top-25 class from coach Joe 
Moorhead. 


after it produced just 173.8 yards per game last year. Junior A:31_Louisiana® 


Keytaon Thompson played in nine games but completed just 
46.2 percent of his 39 passes. He’s a strong runner, though. 
Redshirt freshman Jalen Mayden saw a bit of time last year but 
not enough to make an impression. This area will be a concern 
heading into the season. 

Although experience returns at receiver, Osirus Mitchell’s 
26 catches led the team last year, so it’s not like this crop is 
filled with proven stars. Still, he, Stephen Guidry and Deddrick 
Thomas can all get downfield. Junior Kylin Hill is a strong 
rusher, while senior Nick Gibson is a steady reserve. They’ll run 
behind a line that is experienced at center and on the right side 
but needs help on the left. Junior-college newcomer LaQuinston 
Sharp should help immediately at guard. 

Losing Sweat and Simmons hurts, but the other two starters 
on the front four are gone, too. Senior Chauncey Rivers and 
junior Kobe Jones showed the ability to get into the backfield 
last year from the end spots. Junior linebacker Erroll Thompson 
is a reliable tackler in the middle, while senior Leo Lewis can 
make plays on the outside. 

The secondary loses three starters, leaving corner Cameron 
Dantzler to anchor this year’s quartet. Seniors Jaquarius 
Landrews and Brian Cole, along with junior CJ. Morgan, will get 
chances at the starting safety spots. The Bulldog special teams 
must improve all around, from kicking and punting to coverage. 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 


$7 Southern Miss 
$14 Kansas State 
$.21 Kentucky 
$28 @Auburn 
0.12. @Tennessee 
O19 LSU 

0.26 @Texas A&M 
N.2 @Arkansas 
N16 Alabama 
N.23. Abilene Christian 
N.28 Ole Miss 


“New Orleans, LA 


2018 RESULTS: 8-5 


Si _ Stephen F. Austin 63-6 
S8 @Kansas State 31-10 
S15 Louisiana 56-10 
$.22. @Kentucky 7-28 
S.29 Florida 6-13 
O06 Auburn 23-9 
0.20 @LSU 3-19 
0.27 Texas A&M 28-13 
N.3__Louisiana Tech 45-3 
N10 @Alabama 0-24 
N.17__ Arkansas 52-6 
N.22 @Ole Miss 35-3 
Jj___lowa* 22-27 
*Outback Bowl 
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SOUTHEASTERN 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Chad Morris 
Second year (2-10) 
CAREER RECORD: 16-32 
STAFE 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Joe Craddock (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
John Chavis (second year) 


STADIUM: Donald W. Reynolds 
Razorback Stadium and War 
Memorial Stadium 
CAPACITIES: 76,212 and 54,120 
TICKETS: 800-982-4647 

SITE: Fayetteville, Ark. 
WEBSITE: arkansasrazorbacks. 


com 
TWITTER: @RazorbackFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A.31_ Portland State 

S?  @Ole Miss 

S14 Colorado State 
5.21 San Jose State 
5.28 Texas A&M* 

O12 @Kentucky 

O19 Auburn 

0.26 @Alabama 

N.2_ Mississippi State 
N.9 Western Kentucky 
N.23 @LSU 

N.30 Missouri** 


“Arlington, TX 
“Little Rock, AR 


2018 RESULTS: 2-10 


Si Eastern Illinois 55-20 
S.8  @Colorado State 27-34 
S15 North Texas 17-44 
$22 @Auburn 3-34 
5.29 Texas A&M* 17-24 
O6 Alabama 31-65 
O13 Ole Miss** 33-37 
0.20 Tulsa 23-0 
0.27 Vanderbilt 31-45 
N10 LSU 17-24 
N17 @Mississippi State 6-52 
N.23 @Missouri 0-38 


“Arlington, TX 
“*Little Rock, AR 


ARKANGAS 


RAZORBACKS — 


RB Rakeem Boyd 


After suffering through the first 10-loss season in 

Arkansas football history, the Razorbacks must improve 

considerably in all phases. Second-year coach Chad 

Morris attributed part of last year’s struggles on offense— 

Arkansas was last in the SEC and 113th nationally in 

scoring—to not having players who fit his style. That 
excuse won't necessarily apply this season, especially at 
quarterback, where a pair of graduate transfers appear better 
suited to pilot his attack than last year’s two starters (Ty Storey 
and Cole Kelley) did. 

Ben Hicks, who threw for 2,582 yards and 19 TDs at SMU 
last year and played for Morris there in 2016-17, has a year of 
eligibility left and should emerge as the starter, while former 
Texas A&M QB Nick Starkel has two seasons left to play. 

The offensive line loses three starters and must come 
together quickly. Tackle Colton Jackson and center Ty Clary are 
solid, and the Hogs are hoping a pair of junior-college transfers, 
tackle Chibueze Nwanna and guard Myron Cunningham, can 
contribute quickly. At receiver, Deon Stewart (22 catches) and 
Mike Woods (18) must step up and will be joined by impressive 
true freshman Trey Knox. Cheyenne O’Grady (30 catches, 

6 TDs, 13.3-yard average) is a good target at tight end, but 
LaMichael Pettway (30, 4, 16.6) transferred. 

Development at running back was hampered this spring by 
injury, but Rakeem Boyd (734 rushing yards, 2 TDs, 6.0 yards 
per carry) and Devwah Whaley (368, 2, 4.5) are solid. 

Arkansas must improve a defense that was generous against 
the run and pass last year and surrendered 34.8 points per 
game. Senior linebacker De’Jon Harris (118 tackles) is a stalwart, 
while safety Kamren Curl is solid. The Hogs managed just 26 
sacks last season and must hope McTelvin Agim (4.5 sacks) gets 
some help up front. 

The punting game must be improved after netting just 34.1 
yards per kick and allowing 11.6 yards per return. 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Ben Hicks (6-1, 214, Sr.) 

Rakeem Boyd* (6-0, 200, Jr.) 
Colton Jackson* (6-5, 301, Sr.) 
Austin Capps (6-4, 311, Sr.) 
TyClary* (6-4, 287, Jr.) 

Myron Cunningham (6-6, 300, Jr.) 
Chibueze Nwanna (6-7, 315, Jr.) 
Cheyenne O’Grady* (6-4, 251, Sr.) 
Deon Stewart’ (5-11, 161, Sr.) 

Mike Woods* (6-1, 190, So.) 

Trey Knox (6-5, 218, Fr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE JamarioBell (6-5, 247, Sr.) 

DT T.J.Smith* (6-3, 304, Sr.) 

DT McTelvin Agim’ (6-3, 279, Sr.) 

DE DorianGerald (6-3, 260, Sr.) 

OLB Bumper Pool (6-2, 223, So.) 

MLB De'Jon Harris* (5-0, 245, Sr.) 

OLB HaydenHenry (6-2, 222, Jr.) 

CB  Jarques McClellion* (6-0, 173, So.) 
CB Montaric Brown (6-0, 187, So.) 
FS 
ss 


SSSRRS°S SER 


Myles Mason (6-2, 208, So.) 
Kamren Curl* (6-2, 201, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Connor Limpert* (6-1, 175, Sr.) 
P Reid Bauer* (5-11, 198, So.) 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith’s All-American 


2aysrorTs 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES fans 
1 Treylon Burks, = 46 

2 HudsonHenry, '© 4% 

3 Trey Knox, 4% 


Arkansas parlayed a two- 
win season into a top-25 class 
in 2019 by recruiting out of 
its mind on the defensive 
line and at receiver. Mataio 
Soli heads up the group 
of defensive linemen after 
racking up 22.5 sacks as a 
prep senior. On offense, 
how’s this for size at receiver: 
Trey Knox (6-5, 218), Shamar 
Nash (6-2, 194), Treylon Burks 
(6-3, 225), Hudson Henry 
(6-5, 235) and TQ Jackson 
(6-4, 195)? Coach Chad 
Morris also inked a quality 
quarterback in KJ Jefferson of 
Mississippi. 


MORRIS: MICHAEL WOODS / AP. BOYD: MICHAEL WOODS / AP 


154 2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


LUKE: BRYNN ANDERSON / AP: PHILLIPS: THOMAS GRANING / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 35-27 
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CT: Conference Title + BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB MattCorral (6-1, 207, Fr.) 
Scottie Phillips* (5-8, 211, Sr.) 
Bryce Matthews (6-6, 302, Jr.) 
Chandler Tuitt (6-4, 325, Jr.) 

Eli Johnson (6-1, 298, Jr.) 

Ben Brown’ (6-5, 315, So.) 

Alex Givens* (6-6, 303, Sr.) 
Octavious Cooley (6-3, 263, Sr.) 
Elijah Moore (5-9, 182, So.) 
Dontario Drummond (6-1, 204, Jr.) 
Braylon Sanders (6-0, 189, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Ryder Anderson (6-6, 265, Jr.) 
NG Benito Jones* (6-1, 326, Sr.) 

DE SamWilliams (6-3, 258, Jr.) 
OLB Qaadir Sheppard* (6-3, 250, Sr.) 
ILB Mohamed Sanogo* (6-2, 233, Jr.) 
ILB_ Willie Hibbler* (6-3, 262, Sr.) 
OLB Charles Wiley (6-2, 249, Jr.) 

CB MylesHartsfield’* (5-11, 216, Sr.) 
CB VernonDasher* (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
FS  JaylonJones (5-11, 182, Jr.) 

SS KeidronSmith (6-2, 196, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K —_ LukeLogan* (5-11, 177, Jr.) 
Ps MacBrown* (6-3, 203, Jr.) 


c 


SSSR ROS 55 


“Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


‘2eaa7srorrs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Jerrion Ealy, ©" 5* 

2 Dannis Jackson, |)" 4% 
3 Jonathan Mingo," 4» 


Coach Matt Luke did an 
admirable job landing a 
top-25 class despite some 
on-field struggles and NCAA 
issues, 

Out of the junior-college 
ranks, defensive end Sam 
Williams, linebacker Lakia 
Henry and safety Jon Haynes 
could be immediate starters. 
Out of the high school ranks, 
five-star running back Jerrion 
Ealy is as dangerous as any 
player in the nation; as long 
as he’s not playing Major 
League Baseball, he will be 
a big-play threat with every 
touch. 


OVA AChE} 


ILE Mi 


REBELS 


RB Scottie Philice Bi + 


Just being clear of NCAA sanctions isn’t enough for 

Ole Miss coach Matt Luke, who enters 2019 with a 

pair of new coordinators, each of whom has head- 
coaching experience, and the hope of moving closer to 
contention. 

Rich Rodriguez will take over the offense and run a 
pure version of his spread attack, while Mike MacIntyre inherits 
the defense and will shift to a 3-4 configuration. 

“The first and most obvious thing (about Rodriguez and 
MacIntyre) is experience,” Luke says. “There is also a quicker 
buy-in from the players. They know (Rodriguez and MacIntyre), 
and they have had success as coordinators and head coaches. 
That’s important.” 

Rodriguez must produce a potent attack that has a new 
triggerman. Redshirt freshman Matt Corral will likely take 
over for Jordan Ta’amu, who threw for 3,918 yards and 19 
touchdowns last year. Luke lauds Corral’s competitiveness, 
energy and ability to run and throw on the move. “He’s a 
sneaky-good runner,” Luke says. 

The Rebels have a strong backfield contingent. Senior 
Scottie Phillips, who rushed for 928 yards and 12 scores last 
year while averaging 6.1 yards per carry, is steady. Sophomore 
Isaiah Woullard (428 rushing yards, 4 TDs) is a strong backup. 
“Running back is probably the strongest part of our offense,” 
Luke says. 

Ole Miss lost its top two receivers, but sophomore Elijah 
Moore caught 36 balls last year, and junior-college newcomer 
Dontario Drummond showed promise during the spring. 

Luke considers the offensive line the Rebels’ “biggest 
concern” and hopes he can rebuild around sophomore guard 
Ben Brown and senior right tackle Alex Givens. 

Expect the Rebels’ defense to be better than last year’s 
version, which allowed 483.4 yards per game. Inside linebacker 
Mohamed Sanogo is a stalwart, and outside man Qaadir 
Sheppard should find his way into enemy backfields often. 
Junior-college end Sam Williams should make an impact. 

The secondary has some experience and will rely heavily on 
safeties Keidron Smith and Jaylon Jones, who missed much of 
last year with an injury. 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Matt Luke 

Third year (11-13) 
CAREER RECORD: 11-13 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rich Rodriguez (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Macintyre (first year) 


STADIUM: Vaught-Hemingway 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 64,038 

TICKETS: 888-732-8587 

SITE: Oxford, Miss. 

WEBSITE: olemisssports.com 
TWITTER: @OleMissFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A3l @Memphis 

S? Arkansas 

5.14 Southeastern Louisiana 
$21 California 

$28 @Alabama 

O5 Vanderbilt 

O12 @Missouri 

O19 Texas A&M 

N2  @Auburn 

N.O New Mexico State 
N16 LSU 

N.28 @Mississippi State 


2018 RESULTS: 5°7 


Si Texas Tech* 47-27 
S& Southern Illinois 76-41 
S15 Alabama 7-62 
$22 Kent State 38-17 
S$.29 @LSU 16-45 
O86 Louisiana-Monroe 70-21 
013 @Arkansas 37-33 
020 Auburn 16-31 
N.3 South Carolina 44-48 
NjO @Texas A&M 24-38 


N17 @Vanderbilt (OT) 29-36 
N.22 Mississippi State 3:35 


*Houston, TX 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SS YEARBOOKS 
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SUN BELT 
CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST DIVISION 


 ) 
2 ) 
3] 
4) 
5] 


Appalachian State 


BOWL PROJECTION: New Orleans Bow! 


Troy 


BOWL PROJECTION: Camellia Bow! 


Georgia Southern 


BOWL PROJECTION: Arizona Bow! 


Georgia State 


Coastal Carolina 


WEST DIVISION 


Louisiana 


BOWL PROJECTION: Dollar General Bow! 


Arkansas State 


BOWL PROJECTION: Cure Bow! 


Louisiana-Monroe 


Texas State 


South Alabama 


Chip Lindsey (right) replaces Neal Brown as head coach 


Ww 


at Troy after stints as offensive coordinator yo 
at Auburn, Arizona State and Southern Miss. | 


FOUR NEW COACHES INCLUDE 
~HIGH-DCTANE OFFENSIVE GURUS 


BY TIM BUCKLEY 
Lafayette (La.) Daily Advertiser 


oo many bowl-eligible teams, not 
enough bowl tie-ins. 

That was the Sun Belt 
Conference’s predicament last year, 
when six teams were postseason- 
eligible but only five went. 

Louisiana-Monroe (6-6) was 

the odd team out after a last-second 

loss to Louisiana. The Ragin’ Cajuns 
proceeded to play in the inaugural Sun Belt 
Championship Game and the Cure Bowl. 
Along with Arkansas State, one of just three 
Group of Five programs to play in at least 
eight straight bowl games, and ULM, they’re 
SBC West postseason contenders again. 

It’s in the East, though, that the 
conference’s current power brokers reside— 
and appear poised to stay, despite major 
changes. Appalachian State popped into 
the Top 25 last season but stayed just one 
week as quarterback Zac Thomas—back this 
year—got hurt in a loss to fellow East rival 
Georgia Southern. 

App State beat Louisiana in the title 
game and won the New Orleans Bowl. 

The 11-victory Mountaineers are ready for 


STORIES TO WATCH 


another run, but they’ll do it without SBC 
Coach of the Year Scott Satterfield, who 
left to take over at Louisville. Ex-N.C. State 
and Boise State offensive coordinator Eliah 
Drinkwitz was hired to succeed him. 

On the Mountaineers’ tail is Troy, which 
lost coach Neal Brown to West Virginia after 
a 10-win season. Ex-Auburn, Arizona State 
and Southern Miss offensive coordinator 
Chip Lindsey-set to be Les Miles’ OC at 
Kansas before the Trojans came calling— 
steps in as the replacement. 

With two wins over Power Five 
opponents since 2017, Troy has a chance for 
another with a visit to Missouri. Appalachian 
State and Troy meet in the regular season’s 
final week, perhaps to decide the SBC East. 

But don’t discount Georgia Southern, 
coming off a 10-win campaign. Afterward, 
the Eagles reworked and extended coach 
Chad Lunsford’s contract through 2023. 
Quarterback Shai Werts’ return helps GSU, 
but the Eagles must travel to Appalachian 
State, Troy and Arkansas State—a tough task. 

Drinkwitz and Lindsey aren’t the only 
two new coaches. Joe Moglia stepped 
aside and was replaced by his offensive 
coordinator, Jamey Chadwell, at Coastal 
Carolina, while Jake Spavital, who spent 
the last two years as OC at West Virginia, 
succeeds the fired Everett Withers at Texas 
State. 


Home sweet home. Arkansas State 

has enjoyed 14 consecutive winning 
seasons on its home field, including a 5-1 
record at Centennial Bank Stadium last 
year. 
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2019 RECRUITING RANKINGS 


by John Garcia, 247Sports 2a2xronr= COMPOSITE 
eee eee ee 
TOTAL 5-STAR 4-STAR  3-STAR 
SCHOOL PLAYERS RECRUITS RECRUITS RECRUITS J) jr) 

@ LOUISIANA 28 (0) (0) 22 158.63 
® TROY 22 fe) Ce) 18 157.12 
© ARKANSAS STATE 26 O (0) 16 145.17 
© APPALACHIAN STATE 18 (0) O 16 139.00 
© GEORGIASTATE 21 (a) ) 12 134.16 
© GEORGIA SOUTHERN 24 0 (0) 9 125.24 
@ SOUTH ALABAMA 30 (0) fo) 7 122.80 
© COASTAL CAROLINA 26 (0) (0) 7 117.62 
© LOUISIANA-MONROE 19 (0) (a) 8 114,23 
@ TEXAS STATE 15 (0) (0) 4 105.31 
ALL-SUN BELT 
OFFENSE 


QB Zac Thomas Jr., Appalachian State 
RB DarryntonEvans Jr., Appalachian State 
RB B.J. Smith Sr., Troy 

QL KevinDotson Sr,, Louisiana 

OL NoahHannon Jr., Appalachian State 
OL RobertHunt Sr., Louisiana 

OL Victor Johnson Sr., Appalachian State 
OL KirkKelley Sr, Troy 

TE Javonisisaac Jr., Arkansas State 

WR Kirk Merritt Sr., Arkansas State 

WR Corey Sutton Jr., Appalachian State 


DEFENSE 

DL William Bradley-King Jr, Arkansas State 
DL Raymond JohnsonIll Jr, Georgia Southern 
DL Forrest Merrill Jr., Arkansas State 

DL Tyree Turner Sr,, South Alabama 

LB  AkeemDavis-Gaither Sr., Appalachian State 
LB JordanFehr Sr., Appalachian State 

LB BryanLondonil Sr., Texas State 

DB Monquavion Brinson Sr, Georgia Southern 
DB DesmondFranklin Sr., Appalachian State 
DB Jerry Jacobs Jr., Arkansas State 

DB Kindle Vildor Sr., Georgia Southern 


SPECIALISTS 


K  TylerBass Sr., Georgia Southern 
P Brandon Wright Sr., Georgia State 


ON THE RISE 

LOUISIANA 

» Inhis first season as a head 
coach, Billy Napier merely won a division 


title and went to a bowl. More could be 
in store. 


ON THE WANE 

GEORGIA STATE 

» In 2017, Georgia State went 7-5 
and beat Western Kentucky in the Cure 
Bowl. In 2018, the Panthers were 2-10, 
beating only one FBS opponent. 


(2) Leaving early. Georgia State 


receiver Penny Hart and 
Appalachian State cornerback Clifton 
Duck both declared for the 2019 NFL 
Draft, bypassing another Sun Belt 
season. Who's next? 


» HEISMAN HOPEFUL 


The numbers speak volumes for 
Sun Belt Offensive Player of the Year 
and New Orleans 
Bowl MVP Zac 
Thomas, who led 
the league in points 
responsible for per 
game, QB rating and 
passing efficiency. He was one of 
five quarterbacks in the FBS to have 
at least 20 passing touchdowns and 
10 rushing scores. 


Honorable achievement. 
3) Arkansas State has had the SBC 
Player of the Year five of the last eight 
seasons—Justice Hansen (2018), Ja'Von 
Rolland-Jones (2016-17) and Ryan Aplin 
(2011-12). 


RATING THE SUN BELT 


» FASTEST RECEIVER 
Jalen Virgil, Appalachian State 
Virgil has posted a 100 meters time of 10.29, the 
second fastest in Appalachian State track history. 


» BEST HANDS 
Kirk Merritt, WR, Arkansas State 
Merritt was the only player in the Sun Belt with 
more than 900 receiving yards (1,005) last year. 


» BEST PASSING QB 
Zac Thomas, Appalachian State 
Thomas was intercepted just six times while making 
254 throws last season. 


» BEST RUNNING QB 
Shai Werts, Georgia Southern 
Last year, Werts ran 182 times for 908 yards (5.0- 
yard average) and 15 TDs out of an option offense 
geared to taking advantage of its QB’s speed. 


» MOST ELUSIVE RB 
Raymond Calais Jr., Louisiana 
Calais used his track speed to average a Sun Belt- 
high 9.3 yards per carry and bust three runs of 
60-plus yards last season. 


» BEST ATHLETE 
Wesley Kennedy Ill, WR/RB, Georgia Southern 
Kennedy can play running back and out of the slot 
and should take on a prominent role this season. 


» TOP NFL PROSPECT 
Kirk Merritt, WR, Arkansas State 
Merritt is used similarly to how the Red Wolves 
deployed former ASU great and current Seattle 
Seahawk J.D. McKissic—out of the slot. 


» TOP FRESHMAN 
Reddy Steward, CB, Troy 
A two-time first-team All-State selection in 
Alabama, Steward was a prized three-star pickup. 
» TOP TRANSFER 
Khalil McClain, WR, Troy 


McClain was 247Sports’ No. 4 juco wide receiver 
after a stellar campaign at Hutchinson (Kan.) CC. 


» HARDEST HITTER 
Akeem Davis-Gaither, 8, Appalachian State 
The Mountaineers’ top tackler last season had 105 
total stops, including 10.0 for loss. 


» BEST INTERVIEW 
Robert Hunt, OT, Louisiana 
From tales of hunting squirrels for dinner to his 
brutally candid answers, Hunt often entertains, 


» MOST INNOVATIVE COACH 
Eliah Drinkwitz, head coach, Appalachian State 
The Guz Malzahn disciple was formerly OC for high- 
scoring offenses at Boise State and N.C. State. 


» COORDINATOR TO WATCH 
Zac Spavital, DC, Texas State 
One of Jake Spavital’s first moves as Texas State's 
new head coach was to hire his brother Zac, a 
former co-defensive coordinator at Texas Tech. 


» HOTTEST SEAT 
Shawn Elliott, Georgia State 
Elliott went 7-5 in his first year at Georgia State, but 
just 2-10 in his second. 


» BEST FACILITIES 
Arkansas State 
ASU has a relatively new indoor practice facility and 
a premium-seating expansion project under way. 


» TOP SCHOLAR 
Darrynton Evans, 88, Appalachian State 
With a 3.52 GPA in communication studies, Evans 
was an Academic All-District pick last year. 


» BEST TWEETER 
Coastal Carolina @CoastalFootball 
Coastal Carolina's Twitter feed keeps the Chants’ 
news coming in an interesting, fast-paced way. 
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SUN BELT 
5- YEAR RECORD 48-16 
F AST FACTS 8G crag Cres cres 
HEAD COACH 
Eliah Drinkwitz ees SS Fs SS SS 
First year MOUNTAINEERS Se es ee ee ee 
‘STAFE A ee SS ee ee 
= = SS —E —EESES—Ee 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: f 7 =a ees Ses Se 
Eliah Drinkwitz (first year) 7h — a 
« ’ SS SS SSS SSS SSS 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 75. 12 y 03. 0-3 “Od 4 ee 
Ted Roof (first year) 
2 El Ps) Bod Be 
STADIUM: Kidd Brewer Stadium CID CoE 
CAPACITY: 30,000 CT: Conference Title » BG: Bow! Game 
TICKETS: 828-262-2079 o> 
SITE: Boone, N.C. 2019 PROJECTED 
WEBSITE: appstatesports.com STARTERS 
TWITTER: @AppState_FB 
OFFENSE 
QB ZacThomas* (6-1, 200, Jr.) 
. a RB Darrynton Evans* (5-11, 191, Jr.) 
At 37.3 points a game, Appalachian State was the Sun Belt’s LT Victor Johnson’ (6-5, 296, Sr.) 
highest-scoring team last season. Giving up 15.5 per contest, LG RyanNeuzil* (6-3, 260, Jr) 
it was also the conference’s stingiest with the points. © —NoahHannon’ (6-1, 270, Jr.) 
> ‘ $ RG  BaerHunter* (6-2, 286, Jr.) 
That’s a recipe for success and why the Mountaineers RT ColeGarrison (6-4, 283, Jr) 
finished first in the SBC East, won the league’s first-ever TE  CollinReed* (6-4, 248, Sr.) 
title game and blew out Middle Tennessee in the New WR Sone Howion (et 26, Jr) 
Ss a ae ai P WR = Malik Williams (5-10, 183, Jr, 
Orleans Bowl, 45 13, to finish 11-2. It s also why App State is a tem” Gorey Suiiee? (6-8 205 8) 
Sun Belt favorite again—the ingredients are much the same. 2 : 
Chief among the notably absent: head coach Scott Satterfield, DEFENSE : 
who left to take over the Louisville program, giving 36-year-old - ieee eins a 
Eliah Drinkwitz his first top job. Drinkwitz, previously the DE Elijah Diarrassouba® (6-1, 250, Jr.) 
offensive coordinator at N.C. State and Boise State, has lots to OLB Noel Cook* (6-0, 212, Sr) 
work with. ILB Logan Doublin (6-0, 216, So.) 
After throwing for 2,039 yards and 21 touchdowns over Ste ee cok noe ee is 
12 games last season—and running for 504 yards and 10 CB ShaundJolly (5-9, 171, So) 
TDs—Zac Thomas showed he’s a worthy successor to four-year cB Seamer toot ae (5-11, 181, Jr.) 
E i F apnred F FS Desmond Franklin® (6-0, 200, Sr) 
starter Taylor Lamb. Thomas is back for his junior campaign, a LATED eS 
surrounded by weapons. 
F The biggest may be All-Sun Belt runnin Darrynton SPECIALISTS 
Drinkwitz e bigg mee Sul u6 peep enan K Chandler Staton* (5-11, 184, Jr) 
Evans, who finished second last season in SBC all-purpose P _Cleytontowell" 6-0, 183, So) 
59019 SCHEDULE yards, including 1,187 on the ground and 490 in kick returns. ene > 
And App State has ample quality backfield depth in Marcus SERSEE RE AICANSHIGaR 
A31 East Tennessee State Williams Jr. (561 rushing yards), Camerun Peoples (9.6 yards 
SJ Charlotte per carry on 17 carries) and Daetrich Harrington. Also back is x 
$.21. @North Carolina . . SEF SPORTS. 
$28 Coastal Carolina leading receiver Corey Sutton, who averaged 17.6 yards per RECRUITING REPORT 
09 @lLouisiana catch with 773 receiving yards and 10 TD grabs as a sophomore 
0.19 Louisiana-Monroe after transferring from Kansas State, Juniors Thomas Hennigan, TOP SIGNEES ARATE 
O26 @Soutn Aspens Jalen Virgil and Malik Williams—each of them averaged more 1 David Baldwin-Griffin, 0 5+ 
0.31 Georgia Southern 2 Raykwon Anderson, © © 5 
N29 @South Carolina than 11 yards on 17 or more catches last season—are other 3 reudan VerHactan aie 
N us @Georgia State experienced wideouts, while returning tight ends Collin Reed aid 
es ada and Henry Pearson both compiled double-digit receptions in Despite a coaching Se 
2018. Four of five starters return on the offensive line, including change, new head coach Ss 
2018 RESULTS: 11-2 All-Sun Belt left tackle Victor Johnson. Eliah Drinkwitz was able 2 
All-Sun Belt nose guard MyQuon Stout’s graduation could to maintain a strong = 
~ : . group of pledges, and 3 
S1 @PennState(OT) 38-45 prove painful for the Mountaineer defense, and the same can tis Moantat tuall 3B 
S8 @Charlotte 45-9 be said regarding All-Sun Belt cornerback Clifton Duck, who pe ee ae z 
$.22 Gardner-Webb 72-7 Meclarediearietcr te L Draft. Lineback 1 improved on their ranking = 
$.29 South Alabama 527 eclared early for the NFL Draft. Linebacker Anthony Flory, compared to the 2018 haul. 2 
O.2 @Arkansas State 35-9 App’s No. 2 tackler, is also finished. But All-Sun Belt picks The smaller group of 18 was a 
920 Loulsione penis er Jordan Fehr (linebacker) and Desmond Franklin (safety) return, highlighted by prospects e 
rr SSeS Fos as do senior linebackers Akeem Davis-Gaither, the team’s top from North Carolina (6) and = 
N10 @Texas State 38-7 tackler in 2018, and Noel Cook (11.5 tackles for loss), plus senior Florida (5), including their QB = 
N17 Georgia Stats ae-17 safety Josh Thomas, who tied Franklin for the team lead with of the future in dual-threat = 
Da Teieigoae an four interceptions. On special teams, Duck’s punt-return work lefty David Baldwin-Griffin of Pe 
oulsiana : r . f IMG Academy. An impressive BE 
D5 Middle Tennessee** 45-13 will be missed, but kicker Chandler Staton and punter Clayton group of defensive backs s 
*Sun Belt Championship Game Howell are both solid and still around. represents three of the five i 
“New Orleans Bowl With so much experience back, the Mountaineers are a good highest-rated signees. z 
bet to win a bowl game for the fifth straight season. 2 
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w TAUY TROJANS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COAGH 
Chip Lindsey 


First year 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Ryan Pugh (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brandon Hall (first year) 


STADIUM: Veterans Memorial 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 30,402 
TICKETS: 877-878-WINS 
SITE: Troy, Ala. 

WEBSITE: troytrojans.com 
TWITTER: @TroyTrojansFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 

4.3) Campbell 

S14 Southern Miss 

S.21. @Akron 

5.28 Arkansas State 

OS @Missouri 

O16 South Alabama 38-17 
026 @Georgia State 37-20 
N.2 @CoastalCarolina 45-21 
N.9 Georgia Southern 35-21 
N16 @Texas State 12-7 
N.23 @Louisiana 26-16 
N.30 Appalachian State 10-21 


2018 Record: 10-3 


Beat Buffalo 42-32 inthe 
Dollar General Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Sawyer Smith* (6-3, 219, Jr.) 
RB B.J.Smith* (5-9, 203, Sr.) 
Austin Stidham* (6-5, 295, So.) 
Kirk Kelley* (6-4, 320, Sr.) 
Dylan Bradshaw (6-3, 292, Jr.) 
Tristan Crowder* (6-4, 336, Sr.) 
JL. Gaston* (6-4, 295, Sr.) 

Sam Letton (6-2, 223, Jr.) 
Reggie Todd (6-5, 200, Jr.) 
Khalil McClain (6-4, 227, Jr.) 
Luke Whittemore (6-2, 190, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE JarvisHayes* (6-4, 241, Sr.) 
NT Will Choloh Jr, (6-0, 289, So.) 
DT Marcus Webb* (6-3, 279, Sr.) 
BAN Kevin Nixon (6-1, 222, Jr.) 

LB Carlton Martial* (5-10, 216, So.) 
LB A.J.Smiley (6-3, 229, Sr.) 

NB Tyler Murray* (6-1, 209, Jr.) 
CB LevonFletcher (5-11, 166, Fr.) 
CB Terence Dunlap* (5-11, 184, Jr.) 
FS KyleNixon (6-1, 201, Jr) 

SS MelvinTyus* (6-0, 207, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& — Tyler Sumpter* (5-10, 221, Jr.) 
P —TylerSumpter* (5-10, 221, Jr.) 


SSSn58°SS 


"Returning Starter 


Street & Smith’s All-American 


With Neal Brown leaving 

for the head-coaching job 

at West Virginia, offense- 

minded Chip Lindsey takes 
over a Troy team that opened 
last year 5-1, lost to Liberty in 
its first full game after starting 
quarterback Kaleb Barker injured 
a knee and finished with a Dollar 
General Bow! win over Buffalo. 

Barker, Sawyer Smith, Gunnar 
Watson, juco transfer Jacob Free 
and high school signee Gavin 
Screws all took reps during 
spring ball. But only Smith and 
Barker have significant FBS 
experience, with Smith having 
taken over after Barker—who 
finished his abbreviated junior 
season with a school-record 
73.0-percent completion 
percentage—got hurt. 

Standout receivers Deondre 
Douglas, Sidney Davis and All- 
Sun Belt pick Damion Willis (876 
receiving yards, 10 TDs) exit, but 
junior-college imports Reggie 
Todd and Khalil McClain arrive 
to replace them. 

All-Sun Belt running back B,J. 
Smith (1,186 rushing yards) is 
back, and with Tristan Crowder, 
J.L. Gaston and AIl-SBC pick Kirk 
Kelley still doing the blocking, 
another 1,000-yard season is 
possible. 

Promoted defensive 
coordinator Brandon Hall 
will oversee a unit that had 
the most turnovers nationally 
the last three years. The Troy 
defense loses plenty, including 
All-Sun Belt lineman Trevon 
Sanders, linebacker Hunter 
Reese and Cedarius Rookard in 
the secondary. Defensive back 
Marcus Jones, the 2018 All-Sun 
Belt return specialist, and 
linebacker Tron Folsom entered 
the NCAA transfer portal. But 
D-linemen Antione Barker and 
Jarvis Hayes and defensive back 
Tyler Murray remain, as does 
former walk-on linebacker 
Carlton Martial, a Freshman 
All-America pick who had 76 
tackles. 

Solid kicker/punter Tyler 
Sumpter also returns. 

The Trojans could make 
noise this year, especially if 
Appalachian State stumbles. 


@ GEORGIA SOUTHERN EAGLES 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

Chad Lunsford 
Third year (12-7) 


CAREER RECORD: 12-7 
‘STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bob DeBesse (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Scot Sloan (second year) 


STADIUM: Allen E. Paulson 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 25,000 
TICKETS: 800-GSU-WINS 
SITE: Statesboro, Ga. 
WEBSITE: gseagles.com 
TWITTER: @GSAthletics_FB 


2019 SCHEDULE 

A31 @LSU 

S7 Maine 

S14 @Minnesota 

$28 Louisiana 

O83 @South Alabama 48-13 
019 Coastal Carolina 4117 
026 New Mexico State 48-31 
0.31 @Appalachian State 34-14 
N9  @Troy 21-35 
N16 Louisiana-Monroe 25-44 
N.23 @Arkansas State 28-21 
N.30 Georgia State 35-14 


2018 Record: 10-3 


Beat Eastern Michigan 23-21in 
the Camellia Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Shai Werts* (5-11, 200, Jr.) 
Logan Wright (6-0, 225, So.) 
Jarrod Leeds (6-4, 270, So.) 
Jake Edwards (6-4, 280, Sr.) 
Jakob Cooper* (6-3, 295, Sr.) 
Lawrence Edwards (6-6, 300, Jr.) 
Brian Miller* (6-3, 285, So.) 
Cam Brown (6-2, 235, Jr.) 
Malik Murray (6-0, 170, Jr.) 
Obe Fortune (6-1, 190, Sr.) 
Mark Michaud (6-4, 220, Sr.) 


FENSE 

Raymond Johnson Iil* (6-3, 240, Jr.) 
Ty Phillips* (6-3, 290, Sr.) 

Traver Viiem (6-4, 255, Jr.) 

Jay Bowdry* (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Reynard Ellis (6-1, 220, So.) 

Rashad Byrd (6-0, 230, Jr.) 

Randy Wade Jr.* (6-2, 250, Jr.) 
Monquavion Brinson* (5-11, 180, Sr.) 
Kindle Vildor* (5-11, 190, Sr.) 
Kenderick Duncan Jr. (6-3, 205, So.) 
Darrell Baker Jr. (6-1, 190, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K _TylerBass* (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
P “Magill Bauerle* (6-1, 200, Jr.) 


S #88e58°5588 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Shai Werts sure can 
scoot. 
Georgia Southern’s 

quarterback ran for 908 
yards last season, averaging 
5.0 per carry out of a tricky 
option offense, helping 
spur a 10-win season for 
Chad Lunsford capped by a 
Camellia Bowl-victory over 
Eastern Michigan. 

But now—with 1,050-yard 
running back Wesley Fields 
finished, and Jeremiah 
Culbreth and All-Sun Belt 
pick Curtis Rainey gone 
from the line-the Eagles 
seek to diversify with more 
looks and maybe even 
some unsuspected passing. 
How much of that actually 
happens is uncertain, but it’s 
at least something opponents 
must ponder. With good 
vision, Werts runs the show. 
Matt LaRoche, who had 
107 spring-game yards on 11 
carries, and Logan Wright 
could help compensate 
for losing Fields and No. 

2 running back Monteo 
Garrett. Wesley Kennedy III 
is a weapon out of the slot 
who also plays running back, 
and Jarrod Leeds—who’s 
dealt with injuries but is 
healthy now—should help the 
offensive line. 

Losing starting safeties 
Joshua Moon and Sean 
Freeman hurts a Georgia 
Southern defense that 
installed its new 3-4 look last 
year. But super cornerbacks 
Kindle Vildor, an All-Sun Belt 
selection with four picks, and 
Monquavion Brinson remain, 
which should help stabilize 
the secondary. Logan Hunt 
exits up front but keeping 
Raymond Johnson III (8.0 
tackles for loss) and Ty 
Phillips is key. 

All-Sun Belt kicker Tyler 
Bass’s return also is big for 
the Eagles. 

Georgia Southern is built 
for another winning season, 
but an opener at LSU and 
some tough Sun Belt road 
games don’t make things 
easy. 


J 
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SUN BELT 


@ GEORGIA STATE PANTHERS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH; 
Shawn Elliott 
Third year (9-15) 


CAREER RECORD: 10-20 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brad Glenn (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Nate Fuqua (third year) 


STADIUM: Georgia State Stadium 
CAPACITY: 24,333 

TICKETS: 404-413-4020 

SITE: Atlanta 

WEBSITE: georgiastatesports. 
com 

TWITTER: @GeorgiaStateFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 @Tennessee 

SJ. Furman 

S.14. @Western Michigan 15-34 
S.21 _@Texas State 

05 Arkansas State 35-51 
O12. @CoastalCarolina 34-37 
O19 Army West Point 

0.26 Troy 20-37 
N.9 @lLouisiana-Monroe 46-14 
N16 Appalachian State ‘17-45 
N.23 South Alabama 

N.30 @Georgia Southern 14-35 


2018 Record: 2-10 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB  DanEllington* (6-3, 205, Sr.) 

RB TraBarnett (5-10, 185, Sr.) 
Hunter Atkinson* (6-5, 295, Sr.) 
Shamarious Gilmore®* (6-3, 295, Jr.) 
Malik Sumter (6-1, 285, So.) 

Pat Bartlett (6-4, 295, So,) 

Travis Glover (6-6, 330, Fr.) 
Camrin Knight’ (6-3, 240, Sr.) 
Cornelius McCoy* (5-11, 180, So,) 
Devin Genary* (5-10, 195, Sr.) 
Tamir Jones (6-0, 190, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Terry Thomas* (6-3, 270, Sr.) 
NG Dontae Wilson* (6-0, 275, Jr.) 
DE MarioDungy (6-3, 290, Jr.) 
OLB Jordan Strachan (6-4, 215, So.) 
MLB EdCurney* (5-11, 220, Sr.) 

LB T.Stephens-McQueen (6-1, 225, Jr.) 
OLB Victor Heyward* (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
CB  Jaylon Jones* (5-11, 180, So.) 
CB Quavian White’ (5-10, 185, So.) 
S Remy Lazarus* (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
S Chris Bacon (6-1, 185, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
® Brandon Wright* (5-10, 180, Sr.) 
P Brandon Wright* (5-10, 180, Sr.) 


$39028°8S 


*Roturning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Quarterback Dan 

Ellington averaged 192.6 

passing yards per game 

and was intercepted just 
five times in 292 attempts last 
season for Georgia State, but 
going forward it’s critical that 
he get his completion rate 
above 60 percent. 

Ellington loses top 
receiver Penny Hart, who left 
early to chase NFL dreams. 
But he and new offensive 
coordinator Brad Glenn, who 
came over from Western 
Carolina, welcome back 
Cornelius McCoy, who had 
35 catches for 495 yards as 
a true freshman last season 
even with Hart pulling in 49 
passes. Left tackle Hunter 
Atkinson and left guard 
Shamarious Gilmore again 
will head up the protection 
for Ellington, who was also 
the Panthers’ top rusher last 
season with 625 yards, and 
running back Tra Barnett 
(551). 

End Terry Thomas, 
nose guard Dontae Wilson 
and linebacker Ed Curney 
(team-high 81 tackles) are the 
top returnees on a defense 
that allowed a Sun Belt-worst 
489.5 yards per game last 
season. Help arrives from 
five D-line signees led by 
freshmen Javon Denis and 
Miles Dickens and junior- 
college transfer Tahji Gilbert. 
That pressure up front should 
help a secondary that had no 
one with more than a single 
interception last season. 

With Hart gone to the 
pros, Georgia State needs a 
new return man on special 
teams. But the Panthers 
retain All-Sun Belt punter 
Brandon Wright, who 
averaged a league-high 48.2 
yards per boot last year while 
also handling kicking duties. 

Georgia State won just 
two games last season, 
one over an FCS program. 

If the defense doesn’t get 
better quickly after opening 
at Tennessee, it could be 
another long year for coach 
Shawn Elliott’s club. 
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@ (OASTALCAR. CHANTICLEERS 


FAST FACTS 


HEAD COACH 

Jamey Chadwell 
Second year (3-9) 
CAREER RECORD: 63-44 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Newland Isaac (first year) 
Willy Korn (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Marvin Sanders (third year) 
TEAMIINEO ~- 

STADIUM: Brooks Stadium 
CAPACITY: 15,000 

TICKETS: 877-4-CHANTS 
SITE: Conway, S.C. 

WEBSITE: goccusports.com 
TWITTER: @CoastalFootball 


2019 SCHEDULE 


4.31 Eastern Michigan 

$7 @Kansas 

S14 Norfolk State 

5.21. @Massachusetts 24-13 
S.28 @Appalachian State 7-23 


0.12 Georgia State 37-34 
O19 @GeorgiaSouthern 17-4) 
N.2. Troy 21-45 
N7_ Louisiana 30-28 


N16 @ArkansasState _—‘16-44 
N.23 @Louisiana-Monroe 20-45 
N.30 Texas State 


2018 Record: 5-7 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE: 

QB Fred Payton (6-2, 200, So.) 

RB CJMarable* (5-10, 190, Jr.) 

RB JacqezHairston (5-7, 180, Jr.) 
LT Steven Bedosky* (6-2, 285, Jr.) 
LO Jack Franklin (6-4, 315, Jr.) 

C ‘Trey Carter* (6-1, 305 Jr.) 

RG SeanFitzgerald* (6-1, 300, So.) 
RT  AntwineLoper (6-3, 280, So.) 
TE ShadellBell* (6-1, 225, Sr.) 

WR Ky'JonTyler* (5-9, 180, Sr.) 
WR Jeremiah Miller* (6-0, 190, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Wallace Cowins (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
Sterling Johnson* (6-4, 300, Sr.) 
Jonathan Clayton* (6-2, 285, Jr.) 
Tarron Jackson* (6-2, 265, Jr,) 
Silas Kelly* (6-4, 230, Jr.) 

Teddy Gallagher (6-1, 235, Jr.) 
Michael Makins* (5-11, 200, So.) 
Chandler Kryst (5-9, 170, Sr.) 
Mallory Claybourne* (5-11, 200, Sr.) 
Alex Spillum (6-2, 180, So.) 
Brayden Matts (6-1, 195, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& = Massimo Biscardi* (5-11, 195, So.) 
P Charles Ouverson* (6-2, 185, Jr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Jamey Chadwell 


Joe Moglia, Coastal 
Carolina’s only coach in its 
short FBS history, retired 
after a 2018 season that 
ended with four straight losses, 
squashing bowl hopes. He 
eased the transition by turning 
over a young team to offensive 
coordinator Jamey Chadwell, the 
ex-Charleston Southern head 
coach who was Coastal’s interim 
leader when Moglia was on 
medical leave in 2017. 

It doesn’t help the Coastal 
cause that two key linemen— 
Brock Hoffman on offense, 
All-Sun Belt pick Jeffrey Gunter 
(14.0 tackles for loss) on defense— 
transferred, as did several other 
Chanticleers. 

Defensively, the Chants are 
thin up front—although end 
Tarron Jackson is back after 
making 11.0 tackles for loss last 
year—and in a secondary that 
is coming off a league-low four 
picks. Leading team tackler Fitz 
Wattley is finished, but back for 
Coastal’s defense is linebacker 
Silas Kelly, who’s coming off a 
60-tackle season despite missing 
two games to injury. 

With quarterback Kilton 
Anderson also transferring, 
youngsters Fred Payton (four 
late-season starts in 2018) and 
Bryce Carpenter (two starts) 
are the top candidates to run 
Coastal’s spread offense. Absent 
are Malcolm Williams (724 
receiving yards as a senior) and 
Marcus Outlow (661 rush yards) 
but returning are experienced 
O-line starters Steven Bedosky 
and Trey Carter and leading 
rusher CJ Marable (719 yards). 

Coastal also returns kicker 
Massimo Biscardi, who was 13-of- 
16 on field goals as a freshman, 
including a 50-yarder in an upset 
win at Louisiana and a game- 
winner at Georgia State. 

Chadwell thinks he has a title 
contender, but the transfer losses 
put a serious dent in those hopes. 


CHADWELL: STEVE CANNON / AP 


NAPIER: DAVID ROSENBLUM / ICON SPORTSWIRE: RAGAS: BUTCH DILL / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 31-33 
8G BG 86 


= SS [mal 
SS Gee) Ge et Se 
ee ee 
St SS aE SS 
SS EEE eee eee 
———— 
SS a es 
Sa WS ee ee 
ss Ge es See oe 
SS oe es ee ae ee 
9-4 48 67 57 7-7 
2015 | 2016 2018 
[WINS|LOSSES| 


CT: Conference Title » BG: Bowl Game 


2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

Levi Lewis (5-11, 185, Jr.) 

RB Trey Ragas* (5-11, 227, Jr.) 

Rico Robinson’ (6-5, 308, Sr.) 
Ken Marks* (6-4, 300, Sr.) 

Cole Prudhomme (6-3, 293, Sr.) 
Kevin Dotson* (6-4, 315, Sr.) 
Robert Hunt* (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
Johnny Lumpkin’ (6-6, 266, Jr.) 
Jamal Bell (6-0, 184, Jr.) 

Jarrod “Bam” Jackson (6-0, 190, Sr.) 
Ja'Marcus Bradley* (6-1, 195, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

RE = Zi'YonHill* (6-2, 283, So.) 

NT Masry Mapieu (6-4, 283, So.) 

DE BennieHiggins* (6-0, 276, Sr.) 
OLB Chauncey Manac* (6-3, 252, Jr.) 
MLB Jacques Boudreaux* (6-1, 229, Sr.) 
WLB Ferrod Gardner (6-2, 215, Sr.) 
OLB Joe Dillon (6-3, 232, Jr.) 

CB Michael Jacquet Iil* (6-2, 201, Sr.) 
CB EricGarror (5-9, 180, So.) 
Fs 
ws 


gg9458°55 


Terik Miller* (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Deuce Wallace* (5-11, 210, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Stevie Artigue (5-10, 170, Sr.) 
P Rhys Byrns* (6-0, 182, So.) 


*Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


2F'SPORTS. 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Kendall Wilkerson, |= 3» 
2 Brandon Legendre, © 1) 5« 
3 Tyler Guidry, 9.0 5* 


Coach Billy Napier’s Ragin’ 
Cajuns edged Troy for the 
top class in the conference 
while improving in the 
national rankings by nearly 
30 spots (to No. 76 overall) 
compared to the 2018 cycle, 
when it finished outside of 
the top 100 programs in the 
country. 

The feat was 
accomplished with a strong 
stance within state lines as 
Louisiana kept more than half 
the class local, including the 
top three signees. 


LOUISIANA 


AAGIN CAJUNS 


RB Trey Ragas 


At 7-7, the record doesn’t pop off the paper. 

But consider this: In his first year coaching the Ragin’ 
Cajuns, Billy Napier won the Sun Belt’s West Division, went 
to the first SBC title game and played in the Cure Bowl. 

So, when considering those accomplishments, Louisiana’s 
2018 resume is a good bit more impressive. 

What’s scary now is the return of standout running backs 
Trey Ragas (1,181 rushing yards), Raymond Calais Jr. (754) and 
Elijah Mitchell (985, 16 total TDs) from an offense that averaged 
31.9 points per game. Ragas should be fine despite getting a 
knee scoped after spring ball’s opening day. 

The Cajuns also return intact their entire starting offensive 
line, all seniors: Ken Marks, Rico Robinson, Robert Hunt, center 
Cole Prudhomme and All-Sun Belt guard Kevin Dotson. Max 
Mitchell, who shared time with left tackle Robinson as a true 
freshman, is back too. 

Losing receiver Ryheem Malone hurts, but playmakers 
Ja’Marcus Bradley (608 yards, 10 touchdowns) and Jarrod 
“Bam” Jackson remain, as do tight ends Chase Rogers and 
Johnny Lumpkin. But with Andre Nunez finished, the big 
question is at quarterback. Lefty Levi Lewis, who played every 
fourth series last year, has been toiling to fend off starting-job 
contenders who include juco transfer Jai’ave Magalei and early 
high school enrollee Clifton McDowell. 

D-linemen Zi’ Yon Hill (shoulder) and Bennie Higgins (wrist) 
both had offseason surgeries. The linebacker group appears 
sound, led by Jacques Boudreaux (team-high 93 tackles) in the 
middle with Ferrod Gardner and Chauncey Manac flanking him. 
Joe Dillon should provide a big boost to that group following 
major hip surgery that cost him last year. Losing safety Corey 
Turner hurts the secondary, but Terik Miller and Deuce Wallace 
remain while Michael Jacquet III is a pro prospect and Eric 
Garror a promising youngster on the corners. 

Louisiana loses kicker Kyle Pfau and must replace punt 
returner Malone. But 2017 starter Stevie Artigue is kicking again 
after sitting out 2018 with an ACL tear, Aussie punter Rhys 
Byrns is fine after breaking his wrist in the bowl game and Calais 
and Bradley are kick-return threats. 

Topping last year seems challenging, but with their stable 
of running backs and outstanding offensive line, a return to 
the Sun Belt Championship Game and a bowl victory are both 
within reasonable reach for Napier’s Cajuns. 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

Billy Napier 
Second year (7-7) 


CAREER RECORD: 7-7 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Rob Sale (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Ron Roberts (second year) 


STADIUM: Cajun Field 
CAPACITY: 41,426 
TICKETS: 337-265-2104 
SITE: Lafayette, La. 
WEBSITE: ragincajuns.com 
TWITTER: @RaginCajunsFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.31 Mississippi State* 
SJ Liberty 

S14 Texas Southern 
$.21|_ @Ohio 

$28 @Georgia Southern 
09 Appalachian State 
0.17 @Arkansas State 
N.2 Texas State 

N.7 @Coastal Carolina 
N16 @South Alabama 
N.23. Troy 

N.30 Louisiana-Monroe 


*New Orleans, LA 


2018 RESULTS: 7-7 

Si Grambling State 49-17 
$15 @MississippiState 10-56 
5.22 Coastal Carolina 28-30 


$29 @Alabama 14-56 
O6 @Texas State 42-27 
O13 New Mexico State 66-38 
020 @Appalachian St. 17-27 
027 Arkansas State 47-43 
N.3  @Troy 16-26 
N10 Georgia State 36-22 
N17 South Alabama 48-38 


N.24 @Louisiana-Monroe 31-28 
D1 @Appalachian St.* 19-30 


D15 Tulane** 24-41 
*Sun Belt Championship Game 
**Cure Bowl 
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SUN BELT 


Gi) ARKANSAS STATE RED WOLVES = LA-MONAOE WARHAWKS 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Blake Anderson 
Sixth year (39-25) 
CAREER RECORD: 39-25 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Keith Heckendorf (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
David Duggan (first year) 


STADIUM: Centennial Bank 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 30,406 

TICKETS: 870-972-ASU1 

SITE: Jonesboro, Ark. 
WEBSITE: astateredwolves.com 
TWITTER: @AStateFB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A31 SMU 


S.7 @UNLV_ 27-20 
S14. @Georgia 

$.21_ Southern Illinois 

$.28 @Troy 

O5 @Georgia State 51-35 
O17 Louisiana 43-47 


0.26 Texas State 

N.2 @Louisiana-Monroe 31-17 
N.i6. Coastal Carolina 4416 
N23 Georgia Southern 21-28 
N.30 @South Alabama 38-14 


2018 Record: 8-5 


Lost to Nevada 16-13 in OT in the 
Arizona Bowl 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Logan Bonner (6-1, 215, Jr.) 

RB Marcel Murray (5-11, 197, So.) 
N.-Eddine Seidnaly* (6-5, 324, Sr.) 
Andre Harris Jr.* (6-5, 342, So.) 
Jacob Still* (6-1, 296, Jr.) 

Jacob Atnip (6-5, 309, Jr.) 
Justin Dutton (6-4, 331, So.) 
Javonis Isaac* (6-2, 248, Jr.) 
Kirk Merritt* (6-0, 215, Sr.) 
Omar Bayless* (6-3, 207, Sr.) 
Dahu Green (6-5, 197, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Noel lwuchukwu (6-2, 235, Jr.) 
NO Forrest Merrill* (6-1, 338, Jr.) 
DT Kevin Thurmon* (6-3, 298, Sr.) 
BDT William Bradley-King (6-4, 248, Jr) 
WLB Derrick Bean* (6-2, 226, So.) 
MLB Tajhea Chambers* (6-2, 240, Jr.) 
NKL Logan Wescott (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
CB Jerry Jacobs* (5-11, 204, Jr.) 
CB Jeremy Smith (5-11, 174, Sr.) 

FS _B.J.Edmonds* (6-0, 204, Sr.) 
$8 _Darreon Jackson* (6-0, 205, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Blake Grupe* (5-8, 150, So.) 
P = Cody Grace* (6-2, 228, Sr.) 


$59823°55 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


For an Arkansas State team 

that’s won outright or shared 

five of the last eight Sun Belt 

Conference titles, the news 
is mixed. 

The Red Wolves lose 
quarterback and 2018 Sun Belt 
Player of the Year Justice Hansen, 
reigning SBC Defensive Player of 
the Year Ronheen Bingham, all- 
conference picks Lanard Bonner 
(offensive line) and Justin Clifton 
(secondary), along with 792-yard 
rusher Warren Wand at tailback. 

However, 
they do return 
receiver and 
Sun Belt 
Newcomer of 
the Year Kirk 
Merritt (83 
catches, 1,005 
yards) and 
SBC Freshman 
of the Year Marcel Murray (860 
rushing yards) at running back 
from an eight-victory team that 
won five of its final six regular- 
season games and went to the 
Arizona Bowl. 

The search is on for anew 
starting quarterback, however, 
with last year’s backup, Logan 
Bonner, trying to hold off true 
freshman Coltin Clack. 

Indeed, change is in the 
Jonesboro air. 

Coach Blake Anderson has 
an almost completely new 
staff of assistants. The new 
coordinators are ex-Southern 
Miss defensive coordinator 
David Duggan and former North 
Carolina quarterbacks coach 
Keith Heckendorf, who'll take 
over play-calling duties from 
Anderson. Heckendorf has 
offensive weapons to use in big 
senior receivers Omar Bayless 
(6-3) and Dahu Green (6-5), while 
center Jacob Still anchors things 
up front. 

Duggan’s defense has several 
key returnees, including linemen 
William Bradley-King, Forrest 
Merrill and Kevin Thurmon and 
defensive backs Jerry Jacobs and 
Darreon Jackson. Punter Cody 
Grace returns as well. 

Arkansas State’s success should 
continue, but with so much 
turnover it won't come easy. 


FAST FACTS 

READ COACH 

Matt Viator 

Fourth year (14-22) 
CAREER RECORD: 92-55 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Matt Kubik (fourth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Mike Collins (fourth year) 


STADIUM: Malone Stadium 
CAPACITY: 30,427 
TICKETS: 318-342-HAWK 
SITE: Monroe, La. 

WEBSITE: ulmwarhawks.com 
TWITTER: @ULM_FB 


2019: SCHEDULE 
A.3i_ Grambling State 
S.7 @Florida State 
S.21 @lowa State 


$.28 South Alabama 38-10 
0.5 Memphis 

O10 @Texas State 20-14 
O19 @Appalachian State 

N:2 _ Arkansas State 17-31 
N.9 Georgia State 14-46 


N16 @GeorgiaSouthern 44-25 
N23 Coastal Carolina 45-20 
N.30 @Louisiana 28-31 


2018 Record: 6-6 


2019. PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Caleb Evans* (6-2, 210, Sr.) 
Austin Vaughn (5-8, 218, Sr.) 

LT Trace Ellison* (6-4, 301, Sr.) 
Devin Jackson Jr." (6-5, 354, Sr.) 
Bobby Reynolds’ (6-2, 281, Sr.) 
T.J. Fiailoa* (6-4, 360, Jr.) 
Eastwood Thomas* (6-5, 310, Sr.) 
Josh Pederson (6-5, 227, Jr.) 

RJ Turner (6-2, 204, Sr.) 

Markis McCray (5-11, 171, Sr.) 
Josh Newton (5-10, 181, Fr.) 


FENSE 
Sam Miller* (6-3, 239, Sr.) 
Larance Shaw* (5-11, 277, Sr.) 
Jaylen Veasley* (6-2, 278, Sr.) 
Donald Louis Jr,* (6-3, 270, Sr.) 
Cortez Sisco Jr. (5-11, 211, Sr.) 
Chase Day (6-1, 235, Sr.) 


$55058°5 


BERSSRE 


CB Kenderick Marbles (5-9, 166, Jr.) 
$ Austin Hawley* (6-0, 215, Jr.) 
s Tyler Glass (6-2, 201, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jared Porter (5-11, 175, So.) 
P Jared Porter* (5-11, 175, So.) 


"Returning Starter 
Smith's All-American 


After going 231-of-374 
(61.8 percent) for 2,869 
passing yards, rushing 
for 10 touchdowns 
and averaging 291.8 yards 
per game of total offense 
last season, dual-threat 
quarterback Caleb Evans is 
critical for Louisiana-Monroe 
in 2019. But he must trim last 
year’s 12 interceptions. 

Losing top rusher Derrick 
Gore and All-Sun Belt 
receiver Marcus Green, a 
return man who exits as the 
Warhawks’ career leader in 
all-purpose yardage, hurts 
ULM’s offense. But No. 2 
receiver RJ Turner returns, 
as does the Warhawks’ 
entire starting offensive line 
led by right guard TJ. Fiailoa 
and center Bobby Reynolds. 

Louisiana-Monroe also 
loses linebacker David 
Griffith, its career tackles- 
for-loss leader, froma 
defense that yielded just 
17.3 points per game during 
a four-game Sun Belt win 
streak, yet 31.8 per outing 
overall. So more may fall up 
front now on Jaylen Veasley, 
Donald Louis Jr. and end 
Kerry Starks, who had 11.0 
tackles for loss last year but 
was suspended indefinitely 
in February for an arrest. 
Three returning starters 
in the secondary include 
fast-improving safety Jabari 
Johnson, who had 51 tackles 
over 10 games and started 
the final seven contests. 

Kicker Craig Ford, who 
finished second on ULM’s all- 
time scoring list, is finished, 
but Jared Porter remains 
after averaging 42.1 yards 
per punt as a freshman. 

The Warhawks were 
bowl-eligible with six wins 
last season but didn’t receive 
a postseason bid after two 
late losses. It may again take 
more than six victories for an 
invite in 2019. The nucleus 
is there to get it done but 
losing Green and Gore is a 
blow for coach Matt Viator’s 
club, putting more of the 
onus on QB Evans. 
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® TEXAS STATE BOBCATS 


RAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 

Jake Spavital 
First year 

STAFF - 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Bob Stitt (first year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 
Zac Spavital (first year) 
Archie McDaniel (first year) 


STADIUM: Bobcat Stadium 
CAPACITY: 30,000 

TICKETS: 512-245-2272 

SITE: San Marcos, Texas 
WEBSITE: txstatebobcats.com 
TWITTER: @TXSTATEFOOTBALL 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A29 @Texas A&M 


S7 Wyoming 

S14. @SMU 

5.2) Georgia State 40-31 
$28 Nicholls 

Q10 Louisiana-Monroe 14-20 


0.26 @Arkansas State 7-33 


N.2 @lLouisiana 27-42 
N9 South Alabama 31-4) 
N16 Troy 7-12 


N.23 @Appalachian State 7-38 
N.30. @Coastal Carolina 


2018 Record: 3-9 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Tyler Vitt* (6-2, 205, So.) 

RB Anthony D. Taylor (5-10, 205, Sr.) 
LT KylarCooks (6-5, 270, Fr.) 

LO Jacob Rowland’ (6-5, 290, Sr.) 
© — AaronBrewer* (6-3, 270, Sr.) 
RG Reece Jordan* (6-3, 275, Jr.) 
RT Kameron Jemison (6-5, 310, Jr.) 
TE BrendonRushing (6-4, 235, Sr.) 
WR JavenBanks (6-2, 170, So.) 

WR Hutch White (6-1, 195, Sr.) 

WR Jeremiah Haydel’ (6-0, 170, Jr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE Ishmael Davis* (6-2, 260, Sr.) 
NT NicoEzidore (6-2, 290, So.) 
DT Caeveon Patton’ (6-2, 285, Jr.) 
OLB Frankie Griffin* (6-0, 205, Sr.) 
{LB Clifton Lewis Jr. (6-1, 225, Sr.) 
LB Nikolas Daniels* (6-0, 235, Sr.) 
OLB BryanLondonil* (6-2, 232, Sr.) 
CB  Jarron Morris* (5-9, 158, So.) 
CB  Kordell Rodgers* (5-11, 165, Jr.) 
s Anthony J. Taylor* (5-8, 185, Sr.) 
$  JaShonWaddy* (5-11, 185, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
& — Chris Kessler (5-9, 160, Fr.) 
P Clayton Stewart* (6-1, 200, So.) 


"Returning Starter 
Street & Smith’s All-American 


| | With Everett Withers 
_ ousted after three seasons 

as head coach of the 
Bobcats—none with more 

than three wins—Texas State 

begins anew under ex-Texas 

A&M, California and West 

Virginia offensive coordinator 

Jake Spavital. 

Billed as a brilliant offensive 
mind who has worked 
with quarterbacks like Case 
Keenum, Geno Smith, Kyle 
Allen, Johnny Manziel, Kyler 
Murray, Davis Webb and Will 
Grier, Spavital seeks to turn 
around a program that had the 
Sun Belt’s least productive 2018 
offense with averages of 330.2 
yards and 19.8 points per game. 

Soon after being hired, 
Spavital signed junior-college 
QB Gresch Jensen, who 
threw for 2,531 yards and 20 
touchdowns as a freshman at 
Montana under ex-Grizzlies 
head coach/new Texas State 
offensive coordinator Bob 
Stitt. Jensen will compete with 
returning starter Tyler Vitt 
(1,159 passing yards in nine 
games as a freshman) and 
Jaylen Gipson. But last year’s 
leading rusher, QB Willie Jones 
Ill, left following a season- 
ending shoulder injury. 

The Bobcats also beefed up 
their depth on an offensive 
line that returns five starters, 
including versatile Aaron 
Brewer, who started 2018's last 
six games at center and the first 
six at left tackle. 

Texas State lost All-Sun Belt 
tight end Keenen Brown, who 
had 51 catches last season, but 
the team’s second- and third- 
leading receivers, wideouts 
Hutch White and Jeremiah 
Haydel, both of whom double 
as return men, remain. 

Also back are nine defensive 
starters that include three 
of the four linebackers, with 
Bryan London I, an All-Sun 
Belt pick with a league-high 109 
tackles last season, highlighting 
that group. 

A season opener at Texas 
A&M won’t make it any easier 
for the Bobcats to chase their 
first winning record since 2014. 


> SOUTH ALARAMA JAGUARS 


FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH 

Steve Campbell 
Second year (3-9) 
CAREER RECORD: 63-32 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Kenny Edenfield (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Greg Stewart (second year) 


STADIUM: Ladid-Peebles Stadium 
CAPACITY: 33,471 

TICKETS: 251-461-1USA 

SITE: Mobile, Ala. 

WEBSITE: usajaguars.com 
TWITTER: @WeAreSouth_FB 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A.3) @Nebraska 
5.7 Jackson State 


S14 Memphis 35-52 
5.21 @UAB 

5.28 @Louisiana-Monroe 10-38 
08 Georgia Southern 13-48 
O16 @Troy 17-38 
026 Appalachian State 7-52 
N.9 @Texas State 41°31 
N16 Louisiana 38-48 
N.23 @Georgia State 

N.30 Arkansas State 14-38 


2018 Record: 3-9 


2019 PROJECTED STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

QB Cephus Johnson (6-5, 225, Fr.) 
RB TraMinter* (5-9, 200, Sr.) 

LT = Josh McCulloch (6-3, 330, So.) 
LO Hadon Merchant’ (6-3, 300, So.) 
C Brian Ankerson* (6-), 295, Jr.) 
RG Roy Albritton’ (6-2, 325, Sr.) 
RT = Troy Thingstad’* (6-5, 280, Sr.) 
TE Khameron Taylor (6-4, 250, Jr.) 
WR Malik Stanley (6-3, 220, Sr.) 
WR KawaanBaker* (6-1, 210, Jr.) 
WR Jalen Tolbert (6-3, 200, So.) 


DEFENSE 

DE JordanBeaton* (6-1, 300, Sr) 
Sean Brown (6-2, 310, Sr.) 
Tyree Turner* (6-1, 285, Sr) 
Riley Cole (6-3, 235, So.) 

Roy Yancey (6-1, 220, Jr.) 

Nick Mobley* (5-11, 225, So.) 
Khalil McDonald (5-11, 225, Sr.) 
Jalen Thompson’ (6-0, 180, Sr.) 
Devin Rockette (5-10, 175, So.) 
DJ Daniels (5-10, 190, Sr.) 
Sterrling Fisher (6-0, 210, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Frankie Onate (5-11, 185, Jr.) 
Pp Frankie Onate (5-11, 185, Jr.) 


POSSEEEERF 


*Roturning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


In his second season at 
South Alabama, coach 
Steve Campbell will have a 
new starting quarterback. 
With Evan Orth and Cole Garvin 
finished, spring competition 
opened among redshirt 
freshman Cephus Johnson (19 
passing attempts last season), 
juco transfer Tylan Morton and 
true freshman Desmond Trotter 
(NFL Hall-of-Famer Ozzie 
Newsome’s grandson). 

The offense’s biggest loss 
is receiver Jamarius Way 
(61 catches, 855 yards), but 
Kawaan Baker (13 TDs) is back 
and juco transfer Jamel Thomas 
arrives with high expectations. 
Running back Tra Minter also 
returns after rushing for 801 
yards last season, including a 
school-record 203 in his last 
game. Unlike last year, though, 
he’ll have an experienced 
offensive line to run behind: 
center Brian Ankerson (12 
starts) remains, Troy Thingstad 
has a full season of experience, 
Hadon Merchant started all 12 
games as a freshman and juco 
transfers Jacob Shoemaker and 
Conner Estes are expected to 
have an immediate impact. 

Defensively, USA must 
replace three linebackers from 
a team that yielded a league- 
worst 38.8 points per game. 
But returning Nick Mobley 
helps the position group. Ditto 
for Roy Yancey, a projected 
2018 starter who was limited 
by injury to just one game. 
Tyree Turner (10.0 tackles 
for loss) and Jordon Beaton 
are back up front to lead the 
line, and juco cornerback 
Devin Rockette is expected to 
contend for a starting job after 
strong season at Northwest 
Mississippi CC. 

True freshman Noah 
Karwacki could elevate the 
kicking game, but punter 
Corliss Waitman transferred 
out. Frankie Onate both kicks 
and punts and will compete for 
a starting spot. 

If the QB situation is sound, 
the O-line lives up to its 
promise and new linebackers 
step up, USA could improve. 


FOLLOW STREET & SMITH’S YEARBOOKS ON TWITTER @SSYEARBOOKS 
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INDEPENDENT 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 
Brian Kelly 
10th year (81-35) 


CAREER RECORD: 252-92-2 


+t | bes) 


STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Chip Long (third year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Clark Lea (second year) 


TEAM INFO 


STADIUM: Notre Dame Stadium 
CAPACITY: 80,795 

TICKETS: 574-631-7356 

SITE: South Bend, Ind. 
WEBSITE: und.com 

TWITTER: @NDFootball 


QB lan Book 


otre Dame did not get the 
desired finish, but the 2018 
season was a major step 
forward for Brian Kelly, who 
enters his 10th year as head 
coach in South Bend. 


BOWL PROJECTION: Orange Bowl 


2019 SCHEDULE 


S.2  @Louisville 
S14 New Mexico 


Sat @Gencnia The Fighting Irish finished 
2 irginia -() i 

O5 Bowling Green 12-0 in the regular season and 
0.12 usc reached the College Football 


0.26 @Michigan 
N.2_ Virginia Tech 
N9 @Duke 

N16 Navy 

N.23 Boston College 
N.30 @Stanford 


2018 RESULTS: 12-1 


Playoff for the first time in 
school history, but a 30-3 loss to Clemson 
in the Cotton Bowl showed there is still 
a sizable step left to take before Notre 
Dame can compete for its first national 
championship since 1988. In some ways 
the season resembled 2012, when 


BPE ee RESULT the Irish finished 12-0 but lost 
Sj Michigan 2417 ' 
$8 Ball State 24-16 42-14 to Alabama in the BCS 


$15 Vanderbilt 22-17 Championship Game. 

$.22 @Wake Forest 56-27 “ ie 

$29 Stanford 38-17 Kelly has had an ie and down 
06  @Virginia Tech 45-23 tenure with the Irish, and it is 
0.13. Pittsburgh 19-14 worth noting that he is just the 
0.27 Navy* 44-22 ‘ ; 

tha? esnesiiawaatorn ot fifth coach in school history to 
N10. Florida State 42-13 last 10 seasons or more. Knute 
N17 Syracuse** 36-3 Rockne (1918-30), Frank Leahy 
N24 @USC 24-17 f zi : 
eas Gheraaes en (1941-43, 1946-53), Ara Parseghian 


: (1964-74) and Lou Holtz (1986-96) are the 
‘San Diego, CA 


*"Bronx, NY 
***Cotton Bowl 
to bring that claim back to Notre Dame. 


2019 NATIONAL RANK 


others. Those four coaches combined for 10 
national championships. Kelly is still looking 


NOTRE DAME 


3+ FIGHTING IRISH 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


RG Tommy Kraemer 


The Irish have developed several first-round 
NFL offensive linemen in recent seasons—Zack 
Martin (2014), Ronnie Stanley (2016), Quenton 
Nelson (2018) and Mike McGlinchey (2018)—and 
the 6-6, 319-pound Kraemer has all the tools and 
potential to be the next one. The senior from 
Cincinnati, who has started 21 games over the 
past two seasons, will be counted on to keep 
Notre Dame's strong ground attack at its usual 
high standard. 


Ce eee 8 
oN} Kelly has renovated the program 
oe) around coordinators Chip Long 
~ and Clark Lea, leading to a 22-4 
record over the last two seasons. 
Clemson, Alabama, Ohio State 
and Oklahoma are the only 
Power Five schools with better 
records during that stretch. The 
Crimson Tide and the Tigers 
are the powerhouses everyone— 
including the Irish—will chase in 2019. 
Ian Book returns as the starting 
quarterback, and he will not have 
competition this time around from Brandon 
Wimbush, who transferred to UCF. Kelly’s 


KELLY: LYNNE SLADKY / AP; BOOK: MARK J, TERRILL / AP 
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CLAYPOOL: PAUL SANCYA / AP 


decision to turn to Book as the starter last season jump-started 
the offense and led to the CFP run. 

Book was a better fit for this scheme, passing for 2,628 yards 
and 19 TDs with only seven interceptions. The 6-0, 208-pound 
senior from California hit 70 percent of his passes in games 
(68.2 overall last season), and the difference in the Clemson 
loss is that percentage dropped to 50 percent. The backup 
quarterback is always worth mentioning with Kelly, and 6-5 Phil 
Jurkovec is a talented sophomore waiting for his opportunity. 

The Irish will have new pieces in Book’s supporting cast 
on offense. Feature back Dexter Williams has graduated, 
taking his 995 rushing yards, 6.3 per-carry average and 12 
touchdowns from 2018 with him, meaning upperclassmen 
Jafar Armstrong and Tony Jones Jr. will likely split carries early 
in the year. Notre Dame also loses its top receiver in Miles 
Boykin (59 receptions), but Chase Claypool, Chris Finke and 
tight end Cole Kmet are capable targets in the passing game. 
The offensive line, which will revolve around 6-6, 300-pound- 
plus seniors Tommy Kraemer and Liam Eichenberg, should, 
as usual, be a team strength. 

The defense loses several key pieces such as All-Americans 
Jerry Tillery and Julian Love on the line and in the secondary, 
respectively, along with team leaders Te’von Coney and Drue 
Tranquill at linebacker. Julian Okwara is the top-returning 
pass rusher after compiling 8.0 sacks last season. Linebacker 
Asmar Bilal totaled 50 tackles in 2018, and lineman Khalid 
Kareem finished with 10.5 tackles for loss. Safety should be a 
strength as seniors Alohi Gilman, the top returning tackler, 
and Jalen Elliott, who led the Irish with four interceptions, are 
both back as starters. 

Kicker Justin Yoon, the school’s all-time leading scorer, 
graduated, but strong-legged junior Jonathan Doerer, who 
handled kickoffs for the Irish the past two seasons, will get the 
first crack to replace him. Alabama freshman Jay Bramblett, who 
played in the Under Armour All-America Game, could be the 
new punter, but Doerer can also man the position. The Irish’s 
recruiting class was heavy on offensive linemen, with four-star 
prospects Zeke Correll and Quinn Carroll at the top of that list. 

Notre Dame will look to get to double-digit wins for the 
fourth time in five seasons against a tough schedule. The Irish 
have road games at Louisville and Georgia in September, play 
USC at the midpoint, then travel to Michigan and Stanford 
later in the season. The lack of a conference championship 
game continues to be a talking point, but the Irish would be in 
the CFP hunt again with even one loss. 

—Bill Bender 


Zar srorrs. RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES ripen 
1 Kyle Hamilton, © 4» 

2 Zeke Correll, © 4» 

3 Quinn Carroll, ©) 4» 


The Irish put 

together 247Sports’ 
No, 15 recruiting class, 
highlighted by one of the 
best offensive-line hauls 
in the country: Center Zeke Correll, Quinn Carroll, Andrew 
Kristofic and John Olmstead were all Top247 recruits. 
The defensive line, headlined by end Isaiah Foskey, was 
pretty good as well. The five-star of the class is safety Kyle 
Hamilton, who will bolster the secondary along with Top247 
defensive backs Isaiah Rutherford and Litchfield Ajavon as 
Notre Dame continues to add more talented personnel on 
defense over the last few classes. Linebacker was also a big 
pickup area for the Irish this cycle. 

—Steve Wiltfong 


WR Chase Claypool 


RETURNING 
STAT LEADERS 


‘PASSING 
lan Book 
GP Effic. Cmp-Att-Int Pct. Yds. TD Avg/G 


12/ 154.0 | 214-314-7 68.2 2628/19 219.0 


“RUSHING GP Att. Net Avg. TD Avg/G 
TonyJonesJr. 13/83 392 47 3 302 


RECEIVING GP No. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/6 


ChaseClaypool 13 50 639 128 4 49.2 
“TACKLES GP Solo Assist Total 
Atohi Gilman 13) 59 | 36 | 95 
“SACKS GP No. ‘Yards 
Julian Okwara 13\ 80 57 
“INTERCEPTIONS No. Yards Avg. 1D 
Jalen Elliott 4 66 165 0 
2018 TEAM STATS 
statistic | ND | opp | 
SCORING 408 237 
Points Per Game 31.4 18.2 
FIRST DOWNS 304 259 
Rushing 127 95 
Passing 156 141 
Penalty 21 23 


RUSHING YARDAGE 2374 1813 
Yards gainedrushing 2695 2154 


Yards lost rushing 321 341 
Rushing Attempts 536 472 
Average Per Rush 4.4 3.8 
Average Per Game 182.6 139,5 
TDs Rushing 27 16 
PASSING YARDAGE 7 27 
Comp-Att-Int 268-418-13 276-485-12 
Average Per Pass I 5. 
Average Per Gatch 12.5 9.8 
Average Per Game 257.5 207.9 
TDs Passing 23 10 
TOTAL OFFENSE §721 4516 
Total Plays 954 957 
Average Per Play 6.0 47 
Average Per Game 4401 347.4 
KICKRETURNS:#-YDS_ 13-276 33-762 
PUNTRETURNS:#-YDS 20-196 18-149 
INTRETURNS:#-YDS 12-159 13-132 
KICK RETURN AVG. 21.2 23.1 
PUNTRETURNAVG. 9.8 8.3 
INTRETURN AVG. 13.2 10.2 
FUMBLES-LOST 10-4 16-9 
PENALTIES-YARDS 67-596 65-548 
Average Per Game 45.8 42.2 
PUNTS-YARDS 54-2367 69-2856 
Average Per Punt 43.8 M4 
Net punt average 377 37.1 
TIMEOFPOSS./GAME 29:04 30:56 
3RD-DOWN CONV, 83/193 82/211 
3rd-Down Pet 43% 39% 
4TH-DOWNCONV. 16/25 13/25 
Ath-Down Pet 64% 52% 
SACKS BY-YARDS 34-238 25-141 
MISC. YARDS 0 0 
TDSSCORED 51 28 
FG-ATTEMPTS 18-22 14-25 
ATTENDANCE 465732 203875 
Games/AvgPerGame 6/77622 4/50969 
Neutral Site Games 3/61304 
NOTREDAME 115 104103 86 O 408 
Opponent 33 82 52 70 O 237 


5- YEAR RECORD 44-20 
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CT: Conference Title * BG: Bowl Game 
NT: National Title 


2019 DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE 
QB lanBook* (6-0, 208, Sr.) 
Phil Jurkovec (6-5, 225, So.) 
‘B Jafar Armstrong (6-1, 220, Jr.) 
Tony Jones Jr. (5-11, 227, Sr.) 
T LiamEichenberg* (6-6, 305, Sr.) 
Cole Mabry (6-5, 273, So.) 
© AaronBanks* (6-6, 325, Jr.) 
Dillan Gibbons (6-4, 308, Jr.) 
C Jarrett Patterson (6-5, 300, So.) 
Trevor Ruhland (6-4, 293, Sr.) 
RO Tommy Kraemer* (6-6, 319, Sr.) 
Josh Lugg (6-7, 310, Jr.) 
RT Robert Hainsey* (6-5, 298, Jr.) 
Quinn Carroll (6-7, 285, Fr.) 
TE ColeKmet* (6-6, 255, Jr.) 
Brock Wright (6-5, 250, Jr.) 
WR ChaseClaypool* (6-4, 229, Sr.) 
Kevin Austin Jr, (6-2, 210, So.) 
WR Chris Finke* (5-10, 182, Sr.) 
Lawrence Keys Ill (5-10, 172, So,) 
WR Michael Young (5-10, 190, Jr.) 
Braden Lenzy (5-11, 184, So.) 


DEFENSE 
DE Julian Okwara* (6-5, 240, Sr.) 
Daelin Hayes (6-4, 268, Sr.) 
DT Myron Tagovailoa-Amosa (6-3, 286, Jr.) 
Jayson Ademilola (6-3, 285, So.) 
DT KurtHinish (6-2, 295, Jr.) 
Jacob Lacey (6-2, 294, Fr.) 
DE Khalid Kareem* (6-4, 262, Sr.) 
Adetokunbo Ogundeji (6-4, 250, Sr.) 
LB = Asmar Bilal* (6-2, 227, Sr.) 
Jordan Genmark Heath (6-1, 231, Jr.) 
LB BoBauer (6-3, 230, So.) 
Jonathan Jones (6-0, 227, Sr.) 
LB = ShayneSimon (6-3, 230, So.) 
J. Owusu-Koramoah (6-2, 215, Jr.) 
CB Troy Pride Jr.* (6-0, 194, Sr.) 
Avery Davis (5-11, 200, Jr.) 
CB Houston Griffith (6-0, 205, So.) 
TaRiq Bracy (5-10, 172, So.) 
s Alohi Gilman* (5-11, 201, Sr.) 
Paul Moala (6-0, 210, So.) 
S = JalenElliott* (6-1, 210, Sr.) 
Derrik Allen (6-2, 220, So.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Jonathan Doerer (6-3, 200, Jr.) 
P Jay Bramblett (6-2, 189, Fr.) 
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FAST FACTS 

HEAD COACH: 

Kalani Sitake 
Fourth year (20-19) 
CAREER RECORD: 20-19 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Jeff Grimes (second year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
llaisa Tuiaki (fourth year) 


STADIUM: LaVell Edwards 
Stadium 

CAPACITY: 63,470 
TICKETS: 801-422-BYU-1 
SITE: Provo, Utah 
WEBSITE: byucougars.com 
TWITTER: @BYUfootball 


BOWL PROJECTION: Hawaii Bowl 


2019 SCHEDULE 
A239 Utah 
S./@Tennessee 

$14 USC 

$2] Washington 
$.28 @Toledo 

O12 @South Florida 
O19 Boise State 

N.2. @Utah State 

N.Q Liberty 

N16 Idaho State 

N.23 @Massachusetts 
N.30 @San Diego State 


2018 RESULTS: 7-6 


Si @Arizona 28-23 
S8 California 18-21 
5.15 @Wisconsin 24-21 
S.22. McNeese 30-3 
$.29 @Washington 7-35 
OS Utah State 20-45 
O13 Hawaii 49-23 
0.27 Northern Illinois 67 
N3  @Boise State 16-21 


N10. @Massachusetts* 35-16 
N17 New Mexico State 45-10 
N.24 @Utah 27-35 
D.2| Western Michigan** 49-18 
*Foxborough, MA 

**Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 


al 


COUGARS 


QB Zach Wilson 


here’s an air of excitement around the Brigham Young 
football program that hasn’t been felt in years and it’s 
all due to a young quarterback that’s reminding fans 
of the glory days in Provo when BYU was known as 
Quarterback U. 

Zach Wilson, a true freshman who wasn’t even 
recruited by his hometown University of Utah, was handed the 
reins to the Cougar offense by coach Kalani Sitake in the seventh 
game of 2018, taking over for senior Tanner Mangum, who had 
started off and on for four seasons. By the end of the season, 
Wilson was reminding fans of the likes of Jim McMahon, Steve 
Young and Ty Detmer, despite being just a teenager. 

Wilson immediately showed his potential by leading the 
Cougars to a 49-23 win over Hawaii and followed that with a 
couple of close losses and two more wins. Then, in the final 
regular-season game against archrival Utah, he led the Cougars 
to a 27-7 third-quarter lead before the defense collapsed in a 
35-27 loss. 

The former Corner Canyon High standout saved his best 
for last with a perfect 18-for-18 passing performance for 317 
yards and four touchdowns in a 49-18 victory over Western 
Michigan in the Famous Idaho Potato Bowl. Wilson finished his 
abbreviated rookie campaign with solid numbers: 1,578 yards 
passing on 65.9-percent completions with 12 touchdowns and 
just three interceptions. 

During the offseason, Wilson underwent shoulder surgery for 
a minor problem he’d had since high school and, after missing 
spring practice, is expected to be ready by early summer. 
Sophomore Joe Critchlow and redshirt freshman Jaren Hall 
performed well in spring ball and will back up Wilson. 

Wilson should have some good targets to throw to: tight end 
Matt Bushman, last year’s leading receiver with 29 receptions 
for 511 yards, and wideouts Aleva Hifo (28 receptions) and Talon 
Shumway (22). 

One of the big question marks for BYU will be in the running 
game. Last year, the Cougars tried several different players in 
the backfield after graduated starter Squally Canada was injured 
and no one rushed for more than the 423 yards gained by 
Lopini Katoa, who is back for his sophomore season. 

The Cougar defense was solid last year, ranking 18th 
nationally in total defense (324.1 yards per game) and 24th in 
scoring defense. Among the top returnees for BYU on that side 
of the ball: end Trajan Pili, tackle Bracken El-Bakri, nose tackle 
Khyiris Tonga, linebackers Isaiah Kaufusi and Zayne Anderson 
and three returning starters in the secondary with Austin Lee, 
Chris Wilcox and Dayan Ghanwoloku. 

—Mike Sorensen 


5-YEAR RECORD 37-28 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 


OFFENSE 

Zach Wilson* (6-3, 200, So.) 
RB LopiniKatoa (6-1, 210, So,) 
Darius McFarland (6-2, 253, Fr.) 
Brady Christensen’ (6-6, 295, So.) 
Kieffer Longson (6-7, 315, Jr.) 
James Empey* (6-4, 300, So.) 
Tristen Hoge®* (6-5, 301, Jr.) 
Chandon Herring (6-7, 302, Jr.) 
Matt Bushman* (6-5, 240, Jr.) 
Talon Shumway* (6-3, 212, Sr.) 
Aleva Hifo* (5-10, 190, Sr.) 


FENSE 
Trajan Pili* (6-2, 260, Sr.) 
Khyiris Tonga* (6-4, 340, Jr.) 
Bracken El-Bakri* (6-3, 292, Jr.) 
Zac Dawe (6-4, 273, Jr.) 
Isaiah Kaufusi* (6-2, 210, Jr.) 
Jackson Kaufusi (6-2, 220, Fr.) 
Zayne Anderson (6-2, 210, Sr.) 
Chris Wilcox* (6-2, 197, Sr.) 
D’Angelo Mandell (6-1, 178, So.) 
Austin Lee* (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
Dayan Ghanwoloku* (5-11, 205, Sr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K = Skyler Southam* (6-0, 200, So.) 
P Danny Jones (6-4, 245, Jr.) 
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*Returning Starter 


Street & Smith's All-American 


2a sPoRTs. 
RECRUITING REPORT 
TOP SIGNEES aan 
1 Jacob Conover, ')) 4» 
2 Cade Albright, ©. 5» 
3 EliUnutoa, o> 5» 

The Cougars bounced 


back with a bow! win this 
past season, and they also 
saw improvement on the 
recruiting trail by signing 
four-star quarterback Jacob 
Conover, an Elite 11 finalist 
and Polynesian Bowl starter, 
as the headliner in the class. 
BYU signed pass-rushing 
specialist Cade Albright 
out of southern California, 
landing him over UCLA and 
Utah, and it inked a pair of 
top-10 Utah prospects in 
athlete Blake Freeland and 
receiver Chase Roberts. 
—Brandon Huffman 


2019 STREET & SMITH'S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


SITAKE: RICK BOWMER / AP. WILSON: STEVE CONNER / AP 


HOPKINS JR. MONKEN: SUE OGROCKI / AP 


5-YEAR RECORD 35-28 
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2019 PROJECTED 
STARTERS 

OFFENSE 

QB KelvinHopkins Jr.’ (5-10, 205, Sr.) 
RB Kell Walker* (5-9, 195, Sr.) 
RB Artice Hobbs IV (5-9, 175, Jr.) 
FB ConnorSlomka (6-0, 240, Sr.) 
LY Luke McCleery (6-5, 260, Jr.) 
LO JaxsonDeaton* (6-4, 310, Sr.) 
c Alex Herndon (6-2, 260, Jr.) 
RG PeytonReeder* (6-6, 290, Jr.) 
RT JBHunter* (6-4, 265, Jr.) 

TE JakeLauer (6-3, 235, Jr.) 

WR_ GlenCoates (6-0, 195, Sr.) 


DEFENSE 

DE  Edriece Patterson (6-3, 245, Jr.) 
DY RodStoddard (5-11, 280, Sr.) 
DE Jacob Covington (6-2, 260, Sr.) 
LB ColeChristiansen* (6-2, 225, Sr.) 
LB Ryan Parker (6-0, 230, Sr.) 

LB JoeStephenson (6-0, 205, Jr.) 
LB Amadeo West (6-2, 255, Sr.) 
CB ElijahRiley* (6-0, 205, Sr.) 

CB Cameron Jones (6-0, 200, Sr.) 
S = JaylonMcClinton* (5-10, 200, Sr.) 
S § JavhariBourdeau* (5-8, 180, Jr.) 


SPECIALISTS 
K Landon Salyers (6-1, 190, Jr.) 
P = Zach Potter (5-10, 200, Sr.) 


“Returning Starter 
Street & Smith's All-American 


Say srorts 
RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP SIGNEES 

1 Simon Dellinger, *= 5» 
2 Joshua Doyle, ©5 3» 

3 Fabrice Voyne, © 5* 


After wrapping up one of 
their best seasons in recent 
memory, which included a 
spot in the final Associated 
Press Top 25 (No. 20) poll, 
the Black Knights will bring in 
a strong class. 

Army signed 13 three-star 
prospects, including a pair of 
talented California defensive 
backs in Joshua Doyle and 
Fabrice Voyne, plus six other 
three-star high schoolers 
from Texas. 

—Brandon Huffman 


NAM WEST POINT. 


BLACK KNIGHTS 


QB Kelvin Hopkins Jr. 


rmy West Point is one of 13 FBS 
programs with at least 21 wins in 
the last two seasons. 

The Black Knights are 21-5, and the 

short list of schools with better winning percentages 
includes UCF, Clemson, Alabama, Ohio State, 
Oklahoma, Notre Dame and Georgia. That is how far sixth-year 
coach Jeff Monken has elevated the program. 

Army claimed the Commander-in-Chief’s trophy for the 
second consecutive season, beat Navy for the third straight 
year and routed Houston 70-14 in the Armed Forces Bowl. The 
Cadets will be ranked across several preseason publications this 
year as a result. 

Brent Davis returns as the offensive coordinator for a unit 
that will be built around the talents of senior quarterback Kelvin 
Hopkins Jr. The Black Knights were second in the FBS with 312.5 
rushing yards per game in 2018. Hopkins passed for 1,026 yards 
and rushed for 1,017. That dual-threat ability made Army’s 
offense more effective, but in key situations Hopkins will run 
the ball. He scored 17 TDs on the ground last year. 

The offense must replace the production of tailback Darnell 
Woolfolk, and that presents an opportunity for Kell Walker and 
Artice Hobbs IV. Senior Connor Slomka will be the fullback in 
the middle, and the offensive line returns three starters. 

The defense loses coordinator Jay Bateman, who joined 
Mack Brown’s new staff at North Carolina. That is a big loss 
considering the Black Knights allowed just 17.7 points per game, 
which ranked 10th in the FBS. John Loose was the defensive 
coordinator in the Armed Forces Bowl, where Army had 10 
sacks against Houston. 

The front seven loses several key performers and will bank 
on the leadership of senior linebacker Cole Christiansen. He’s 
the top returning tackler who had a team-best 12.0 tackles 
for loss in 2018. Cornerback Elijah Riley and safety Jaylon 
McClinton lead an experienced secondary. 

Army will again have a good chance to achieve all of the 
program standards, and there is a chance to capture national 
attention Sept. 7 at Michigan. The Black Knights took Oklahoma 
to overtime in a 28-21 loss last season. A win in the Big House 
could vault Army into New Year’s Day Six bowl consideration. 

If Monken can lead the program to another season with 
double-digit victories, Army will continue to elevate into even 
bigger discussions on the national stage. 

That’s how far this independent program has come, and 
there is room to move up. 

—Bill Bender 


FAST FACTS 
HEAD COACH 


Jeff Monken 
Sixth year (35-28) 


CAREER RECORD: 73-44 
STAFF 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
Brent Davis (sixth year) 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
John Loose (first year) 


STADIUM: Michie Stadium 
CAPACITY: 38,000 

TICKETS: 877-TIX-ARMY 

SITE: West Point, N.Y. 

WEBSITE: goarmywestpoint.com 
TWITTER: @ArmyWP_Football 


BOWL PROJECTION: Frisco Bow! 


2019 SCHEDULE 


A30 Rice 

$7 @Michigan 

$14 @UTSA 

$.21 Morgan State 
05 Tulane 

O12 @Western Kentucky 
O19 @Georgia State 
0.26 San Jose State 
N.2— @Air Force 

N.S Massachusetts 
N16. VMI 

N.30 @Hawaii 

D114. Navy* 


*Philadelphia, PA 


2018 RESULTS: 11-2 


A311 @Duke 14-34 
$8 Liberty 38-14 
S.15 Hawaii 28-21 
$22 @Oklahoma (OT) 21-28 
$.29 @Buffalo 42-13 


0.13 @San Jose State* 52-3 


0.20 Miami(Ohio)(20T) 31-30 
0.27 @Eastern Michigan 37-22 
N.3 _ Air Force 17-14 
N10 Lafayette 31-13 
N17 Colgate 28-14 
D8 Navy** 17-10 
D.22 Houston*** 70-14 


*Santa Clara, CA 
“Philadelphia, PA 
***Armed Forces Bowl 
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UMASS MINUTEMEN 


n the first day of spring Uw 
| practice, Massachusetts’ —A_IVE 
players talked about a new 
energy. 

That’s a good thing because the 
Minutemen need 
all the energy 
they can muster 
as they face a 
major rebuilding 
project. Most 


2019 SCHEDULE 
4.30 @Rutgers 

S.7 Southern Illinois 
S14 @Charlotte 


of the bright 5.21 Coastal Carolina 
5.28 Akron 

spots from ©5 @Florida Intl. 
last year’s 4-8 O12 @Louisiana Tech 
team-—consensus 0.26 Connecticut 

i ‘ N.2. Liberty 
All-America 9 @Army West Point 
wide receiver N.I6. @Northwestern 
Andy Isabella, N.23 BYU 
quarterback 
Andrew Ford, 


running back Marquis Young and 
linebacker Bryton Barr—are gone. 

In many ways, the Minutemen are 
starting from scratch. 

That’s why new coach Walt Bell, who 
replaces Mark Whipple, might be a good 
fit. He’s 35 and in his first season as a 
head coach. He was previously offensive 
coordinator at the Power Five likes of 
Florida State and Maryland. 

Although the UMass offense may 
appear depleted, there’s some reason for 
hope because Michael Curtis is likely to 
take over at quarterback. The junior- 
college transfer played in six games last 
season and showed good accuracy while 
completing 26 of 40 passes. But the other 
skill positions are up for grabs and tackles 
Larnel Coleman and Ray Thomas-Ishman 
are the only returning starters on the 
line. 

It’s the same on defense, where end 
Jake Byczko, cornerback Isaiah Rodgers 
and linebacker Chinedu Ogbonna 
will form the core. Bell is high on his 
recruiting class, but it’s likely going to 
take some time for UMass to turn the 
corner. 

—Pat Yasinskas 


E ————— 
FAST FACTS 


COACH: Walt Bell (First year) 

CAREER RECORD: N/A 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Walt Bell (first year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

Aazaar Abdul-Rahim (first year), Tommy Restivo 
(first year) 

TEAMIINFO 

STADIUM: McGuirk Alumni Stadium (17,000) 
TICKETS: 866-UMASS-TIX 

SITE: Amherst, Mass. ONLINE: umassathletics.com 
TWITTER: @UMassFootball 


2018 RECORD: 4-8 


NEW MEXICO STATE AGGIES 


n most ways, New Mexico 

| State’s 2018 season was a : 
major disappointment. But, in 

the middle of all the misery, a reason for 


hope this year surfaced. 

That was the 
play of redshirt 
freshman 2019 SCHEDULE 
quarterback 

* 4.31 @Washington State 

Josh Adkins, 57 @Alabama 
who took over S14 San Diego State 
the starting job 5.21. @New Mexico 
after the Aggies 5.28 Fresno State 


O5 Liberty 
0.12 @Central Michigan 
0.26 @Georgia Southern 


were dismal on 
offense while 


suffering blowout 1 fheamate Word 
losses in their N23 UTEP 

first four games. N.30 @Liberty 

New Mexico 

State ended with 

a3-9 record, but the offense became 
respectable. 


Coach Doug Martin has a reputation 
for using a pass-happy offense, but he 
was conservative with Adkins at first. 
That didn’t last as Adkins developed 
faster than expected and Martin opened 
up the attack. With Adkins entering 
his second year as the starter, 
the offense should be much 
improved. Aside from Adkins, 
the Aggies have seven other 
starters returning on an offense 
that includes all-purpose running 
back Jason Huntley and a pair of 
solid receivers in Drew Dan and 
OJ Clark. 

The defense may be more of 
a work-in-progress after the loss 
of three of the unit’s best players 
last season. But the cupboard is not bare. 
The Aggies will look for leadership from 
linebacker Javahn Fergurson, the nation’s 
top tackler last season, and defensive 
back Shamad Lomax. 

It’s likely the offense will have to carry 
NMSU early on, but a winning season is a 
possibility if the defense develops. 

—Pat Yasinskas 


SSS 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 3-9 


COACH: Doug Martin (Seventh year, 20-53) 
CAREER RECORD: 49-106 

STAFF 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Doug Martin (seventh year) 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Frank Spaziani (fourth year) 

TEAMINEO 

STADIUM: Aggie Memorial Stadium (28,853) 
TICKETS: 575-646-1420 

SITE: Las Cruces, N.M. 

ONLINE: nmstatesports.com 

TWITTER: @NMStateFootball 


Stephen Calvert 


LIBERTY FLAMES 


wo years ago, it appeared as 
if Hugh Freeze might never 


get another chance to be a 
head coach. Now, he’s got that chance 
with a program that appears poised for 
success. 


At Liberty - , 5 
University, 2019 SCHEDULE 
Freeze has 
; ‘ A.31 Syracuse 
inherited the 57 @Louisiana 
nucleus of a S14 Buffalo 
team that went 3 3 Hampton 

a 2 lew Mexico 
66 last years the O5 @New Mexico State 
school’s first FBS 019 Maine 
season. Not bad 026 enue, = 

N.2 jassacnuset 

for a guy who No @BYU 
was forced to N23 @Virginia 
resign from Ole \.30 New Mexico State 
Miss in July 2016 
amid several 
embarrassing scandals. 


Freeze’s predecessor, Turner Gill, 
who retired at the end of last season, left 
behind a strong roster. That’s particularly 
true on offense, where quarterback 
Stephen “Buckshot” Calvert, wide 
receiver Antonio Gandy-Golden and 
running back Frankie Hickson return. 

There should be balance 
on offense. Calvert threw for 
21 touchdowns last season 
and the receiving corps 
is loaded. Gandy-Golden 
has topped the 1,000-yard 
receiving mark in each of 
the last two campaigns and 
slot receiver DJ Stubbs also 
returns. Hickson rushed 
for 1,032 yards last season. 
Maine transfer Josh Mack, 
who led the FCS in rushing yards per 
game in 2017, should also get some work. 

The defense is also well-stocked 
with seven starters returning. End 
Jessie Lemonier (10.0 sacks last year), 
linebacker Solomon Ajayi and strong 
safety Elijah Benton should be the leaders 
of this unit. 

~Pat Yasinskas 


ifs ee] 
FAST FACTS 2018 RECORD: 6-6 


COACH: Hugh Freeze (First year) 
CAREER RECORD: 69-32 

STAFE 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 

Kent Austin (first year), Maurice Harris (first year) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 

Scott Symons (first year) 

TEAMINEO 

STADIUM: Williams Stadium (25,000) 
TICKETS: 434-582-7328 

SITE: Lynchburg, Va. 

ONLINE: liberty.edu/flames 
TWITTER: @LibertyFootball 


CALVERT: VASHA HUNT / AP 
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PRESEASON TOP 25 


© James Madison 

© North Dakota State 
© South Dakota State 
© Eastern Washington 
© Jacksonville State 
© Weber State 

® UC Davis 

© Wofford 

© Towson 

© Maine 

© Colgate 

© Nicholls 

© Indiana State 

© Furman 

© Illinois State 

© Montana State 

© Delaware 

© Elon 

© North Carolina A&T 
© Northern lowa 

® Montana 

© Southeast Missouri 
® Duquesne 

® San Diego 

© Monmouth 


ALL-AMERICA TEAM 
OFFENSE 

QB Jake Maier UC Davis, Sr. 

RB A.J. Hines Duquesne, Sr. 

RB James Robinson Illinois State, Sr. 

OL Zack Johnson North Dakota State, Sr. 
OL Kyle Murphy Rhode Island, Sr. 

OL  BrandonFloores Incarnate Word, Sr. 
OL Justus Basinger Wofford, Sr. 

OL J'VonBrown Central Connecticut State, Sr. 
TE Briley Moore Northern lowa, Sr. 

WR Michael Bandy San Diego, Sr. 

WR Josh Pearson Jacksonville State, Sr. 


DEFENSE 

DL Darryl Johnson Jr. North Carolina A&T, Sr. 
DL Sully Laiche Nicholls, Sr. 

DL  NickWheeler Colgate, Sr. 

DL Maurice Jackson Richmond, Sr. 

LB ZachHall Southeast Missouri, Sr. 

LB Dante Olson Montana, Sr. 

LB Jabril Cox North Dakota State, Jr. 

DB RashadRobinson James Madison, Sr. 
DB IsiahSwann Dartmouth, Sr. 

DB MarlonBridges Jacksonville State, Sr. 
DB  TyreeRobinson East Tennessee State, Jr. 


SPECIALISTS 

K ~~ Grayson Atkins Furman, Jr. 

P Chris Faddoul Florida A&M, Jr. 
RET D'Angelo Amos James Madison, Jr. 
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UC Davis QB Jake Maier 


BEAT GOES ON 


Despite losing head coaches to FBS jobs, James Madison and 
NDSU should keep their championship momentum going. 


BY RANDY REINHARDT | Bloomington (Ill.) Pantagraph 


uccess has taken the head 
coaches from FCS national 
powerhouses James Madison 
and North Dakota State 
but plenty of football talent 
remains on the campuses in 
Harrisonburg, Va., and Fargo. 
Mike Houston, who directed 
James Madison to the 2016 national 
championship, left the Dukes to become 
head coach at East Carolina. Chris 
Klieman said farewell to North Dakota 
State to assume the reins at Kansas State, 
leaving the Bison to chase an eighth 
FCS crown in nine years under different 
leadership. 

The new men in charge have 
interesting backgrounds. James Madison 
plucked Curt Cignetti from Colonial 
Athletic Association rival Elon, and North 
Dakota State bumped up defensive 
coordinator Matt Entz to the head 
coach’s office. 

James Madison was upended by 
Colgate in the second round of the 
playoffs last season but is packed to 
the brim with the experience of 12 
returning All-CAA players, and standout 
cornerback Rashad Robinson returns 


from an injury. 

The Bison suffered heavy graduation 
losses but have skill-position players 
capable of assuming more prominent 
roles and will build around linebacker 
Jabril Cox and safety James Hendricks on 
defense. 

Last season’s other three semifinalists— 
South Dakota State, Maine and Eastern 
Washington—are threats for another deep 
playoff run. Nick Charlton is Maine’s 
new head coach after a promotion from 
offensive coordinator. 

A stellar collection of senior 
quarterbacks left the FCS level after last 
season. Yet another group that includes 
UC Davis’ Jake Maier, Jacksonville State’s 
Zerrick Cooper and Towson’s Tom Flacco 
is ready to shine. 

In league shuffling, Hampton 
and North Alabama are joining the 
Big South, while Long Island and 
Merrimack become part of the Northeast 
Conference. Savannah State is dropping 
from the MEAC to the Division 2 level. 

North Dakota will play one more 
season as an independent before 
becoming a Missouri Valley member in 
2020. 


MAIER: JIM GENSHEIMER / AP 


UNBALANCED 
SCHEDULE GIVES 
EWU THE EDGE 


BY MIKE SORENSEN 
The (Salt Lake City) Deseret News 


Last year, the Big Sky was 
as strong as any conference 
in FCS football with three 
schools making it to the national 
quarterfinals and one, Eastern 
Washington, advancing to the 
championship game. However, 
the Big Sky wasn’t able to 
capture its first national title since 
2010 as North Dakota State beat 
the Eagles for its seventh title in 
eight years. 

The trio that advanced to 
the quarterfinals—EWU, Weber 
State and UC Davis—should be 
the cream of the crop again this 
season. Who ends up winning 
the title could come down to the 
unbalanced league schedule, 
which gives certain teams 
an advantage because of the 
unwieldy 13-team conference. 

This year it’s Eastern 
Washington, which avoids 
playing both Weber State and 
UC Davis as well as the fourth Big 
Sky team in the playoffs in 2018, 
Montana State. 


Eastern Washington (12-3, 
7-1 Big Sky) returns just nine 
full-time starters, but several 
others with starting experience 
are back. Leading the way is 
quarterback Eric Barriere, who 
passed for 2,450 yards and 24 
touchdowns last year after taking 
over for injured Gage Gubrud, 
who transferred to Washington 
State. Wideout Andrew Boston, 
the team’s second-leading 
receiver (43 catches) returns, 
along with three starters on the 
O-line. On defense, linebacker 
Chris Ojoh and safety Dehonta 
Hayes, the second- and third- 
leading tacklers from last year, 
respectively, are back, along 
with linemen Dylan Ledbetter, 
Jim Townsend and Freshman 
All-American Mitchell Johnson. 

(10-3, 7-1) has 
shared Big Sky championships 
the past two years and could 


PREDICTIONS 


© Eastern Washington 
© WeberState 

© uUCDavis 

© MontanaState 

© Montana 

© Northern Arizona 
@ IdahoState 

© Portland State 

© Idaho 

© CalPoly 

© Northern Colorado 
© Southern Utah 

© Sacramento State 


TOP NEL 
PROSPECT 
Case Cookus 


QB, Northern Arizona 


After setting an FCS 
record with 37 touchdown 
passes his freshman 
campaign when he was 
named FCS Freshman of 
the Year, the future looked 
bright for Cookus. Injuries 
have slowed him the past 
three seasons, but Cookus 
has the size (6-4, 205 
pounds) and the arm to play 
at the next level if he can 
stay healthy. 


very well get another title in 

2019 under sixth-year coach Jay 
Hill. The Wildcats return two of 
the best FCS defensive linemen 
in Jonah Williams and Adam 
Rodriguez as well as running 
back Josh Davis, who won the 
Jerry Rice Award as the top 
freshman in the FCS after rushing 
for 1,362 yards. Also back is 
quarterback Jake Constantine 
(2,205 passing yards, 18 TDs) and 
top receiver Rashid Shaheed (41 
catches, 442 yards). 

UC Davis (10-3, 7-1) reached 
new heights last year under Dan 
Hawkins, the former Boise State 
and Colorado head coach who 
led the Aggies to their first FCS 
quarterfinal berth in history in 
just his second season. Reigning 
Big Sky Offensive Player of 
the Year Jake Maier returns at 
quarterback after passing for 
302.4 yards per game (fourth in 
the FCS). He'll direct an offense 
that also includes sophomore 
running back Ulonzo Gilliam, 
who rushed for 976 yards and 


caught 57 passes as a freshman. 
Also back is all-conference tight 
end Wes Preece and Freshman 
All-America linebacker Montell 
Bland, who was second on the 
team in tackles last year. 

Montana State (8-5, 5-3) 
defeated Incarnate Word in the 
first round of the playoffs but 
ran into eventual champion 
North Dakota State in the second 
round and was beaten 52-10. 

The Bobcats return all-league 
quarterback Troy Andersen, 

who accounted for 2,607 yards 
rushing and passing combined in 
2018, and linebacker Bryce Sterk, 
who had 61 tackles and 8.5 sacks. 

Montana (6-5, 4-4), once the 
dominant team in the Big Sky 
with 15 championships between 
1993 and 20039, looks to get back 
into title contention under coach 
Bobby Hauck, who returned to 
Missoula last year after serving as 
coach of the Grizzlies from 2003- 
O9 before leaving to be head 
coach at UNLV from 2010-14. The 
Grizzlies have perhaps the most 
experienced team in the league 
with 22 starters back. Dalton 
Sneed, the Big Sky Newcomer of 
the Year, returns at quarterback 
and first-team all-league 
linebacker Dante Olson is back to 
anchor the defense. 

At Northern Arizona (4-6, 
3-4), Chris Ball replaces longtime 
coach Jerome Souers, who 
stepped down after 21 seasons. 
Ball will have 17 starters to work 
with, including Case Cookus, an 
All-America candidate before 
he got hurt in the second game 
last year. Cookus has thrown for 
7,968 yards and 74 touchdowns 
in his career. Senior cornerback 
Khalil Dorsey returns to lead 
the defense after nabbing three 
interceptions last year. 

After being picked 12th in the 
preseason coaches’ poll, Idaho 
State (6-5, 5-3) was the surprise 
team in the conference in 2018. 
The Bengals need to replace 
Tanner Gueller at QB, but his 
brother Mitch (62 receptions) and 
Michael Dean (49) are back at 
wide receiver to lead the offense, 
with linebacker Kody Graves and 
defensive back Adkin Aguirre 
the top players returning on the 
other side of the ball. 

Portland State (4-7, 3-5) did 
better than expected in 2018 


BIG SKY 


BIGSKYCONF.COM 


after being picked to finish last 
in preseason polls and will return 
17 starters this season. Rutgers 
transfer Jalen Chatman could 
challenge returning starter Davis 
Alexander at quarterback. They'll 
have second-team All-America 
tight end Charlie Taumoepeau to 
throw to. 

The first season back in the 
Big Sky for original member 
Idaho (4-7, 3-5) wasn’t great 
as the Vandals finished with a 
losing record. Junior linebacker 
Christian Elliss, the son of former 
NFL Pro Bowler Luther Elliss, 
was the leading tackler last year. 
Quarterback Mason Petrino, the 
son of head coach Paul Petrino, 
returns as the starter after 
passing for 1,933 yards and 15 
touchdowns last year. 

Cal Poly (5-6, 4-4) must 
replace a slew of offensive 
starters that include FCS rushing 
leader Joe Protheroe and 
quarterback Khaleel Jenkins and 
will count on Washington State 
transfer D‘'Angelo McKenzie 
in the secondary to improve a 
defense that ranked 11th in the 
league last year. 

(2-9, 
2-6) quarterback Jacob Knipp 
will try to get through an entire 
campaign healthy after three 
straight years with season-ending 
injuries. Leading rusher Milo 
Hall is back as is linebacker 
Luke Nelson, the team’s leading 
tackler with 86 stops last year. 

A year after tying for the 
league title and advancing to 
the FCS playoffs, Southern: 
Utah (1-10, 1-7) struggled in 2018 
with a young team under coach 
Demario Warren. Running back 
Jay Green, who ran for 829 yards, 
will lead the rushing attack. 

The Thunderbirds used three 
quarterbacks last year and junior 
Chris Helbig and sophomore 
Tyler Skidmore will battle it out 
this fall for the starting job. 

(2-8, 
0-7) will try to move up in the 
standings behind new coach 
Troy Taylor, who takes over 
after serving as Utah’s offensive 
coordinator the past two years. 
Taylor will seek to implement a 
strong passing game, but this 
year will count on Elijah Dotson, 
who rushed for 1,154 yards as a 
sophomore. 
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UNA SET FOR 
HOC CHALLENGE 


BY GREGG DEWALT 
Florence (Ala.) TimesDaily 


North Alabama brings a 
storied football history to its 
first season in the Big South 
Conference. The Lions won three 
consecutive Division 2 national 
titles from 1993 to 1995 and 
played for the D2 championship 
as recently as 2016. 

That history probably won't 
mean much as it steps into a full 
FCS schedule for the first time. 
The Lions cobbled together a 7-3 
mark against a split schedule in 
2018 while waiting to become 
a full-time Big South member 
this season. They beat FCS foes 
Southern Utah, Alabama A&M 
and Jackson State, but lost at 
national champion North Dakota 
State and to Campbell. 

Coach Chris Willis is looking 
forward to seeing how his Lions 
fare on a weekly basis. Although 
not eligible for the league 
championship, the Lions can have 
a say on who wins it. Willis admits 
that the first season offered some 
eye-opening moments. 

“The depth and the offensive 
and defensive lines and the length 
are probably what stood out the 
most,” he recalls. “They are just 
taller and their wing spans (are 
longer). We went to North Dakota 
State—the best program on our 
level—and what stood out was 
how long those guys are.” 

With a year in the FCS under 
its belt, UNA will find out early 
what it learned from those 
first-year lessons. The Lions open 
at home Aug. 29 against Missouri 
Valley contender Western Illinois 
and then travel to longtime FCS 
power Montana on Sept. 7. 


At Monmouth (8-3, 4-1 
Big South), the Hawks are still 
stinging from a playoff snub 
despite their second-place finish 
in the conference standings last 
year. Kevin Callahan begins his 
27th year as head coach and 
the Hawks are in line to wrest 
the conference title away from 
Kennesaw State. 


re 


Why the optimism? The Hawks 
averaged 33.2 points per game 
and three key members of the 
offense return, including QB Kenji 
Bahar, who threw for 2,626 yards 
and 20 touchdowns last season. 
Five-foot-10 running backs 
Pete Guerriero and Juwon Farri 
form the best one-two rushing 
tandem in the league. Guerriero 
flirted with 1,000 yards in 2018, 
finishing with 918 yards and eight 
touchdowns, while Farri pieced 
together a 1,024-yard, eight-TD 
season that earned him Big South 
Freshman of the Year. 

There’s work to do ona 
defense that allowed 31.5 points 
per game. The Hawks return 
three key members of the 
secondary and two linebackers 
but must replace three players on 
the defensive line. 

Kennesaw State (11-2, 5-0) 
has dominated the Big South for 
the past two seasons despite still 
being a relative newcomer to 
football—this will be only the fifth 
year for the KSU program. The 
Owls are coming off a second 
consecutive playoff berth, but 
coach Brian Bohannon will 
have to retool a club that lost 
several key starters, including 
QB Chandler Burks, the 2018 Big 
South Offensive Player of the 
Year, and linebacker Anthony 
Gore, the league's reigning 
Defensive Player of the Year. 

Kennesaw State likely will rely 
on its experienced defense to 
carry it early in the season while 
the new offensive faces settle 
in. Four first-team all-conference 
players—linebacker Bryson 
Armstrong, defensive back 
Dorian Walker and linemen 
Andrew Butcher and Desmond 
Johnson Jr.—are among eight 
returning starters from a unit that 
allowed 15.4 points per game. 

Running back Shaquil Terry 
is the top returning offensive 
player after rushing for 576 
yards and five touchdowns last 
season, and the 2018 Big South 
Special Teams Player of the Year, 
sophomore running back Isaac 
Foster, is a dangerous weapon 
whenever he touches the ball. 

A new era begins at 

(5-6, 3-2) 
as Autry Denson begins his first 
season as head coach. Denson 
takes over for Mark Tucker (11-11 
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PREDICT IONS 


© Monmouth 

© Kennesaw State 

© Charleston Southern 
© Campbell 

© North Alabama 

© Gardner-Webb 

© Hampton 

© Presbyterian 


TOP NFL 
PROSPECT 


J.D. Sosebee 
LB, Charleston Southern 


The 6-0, 215-pound 
senior linebacker continued 
his steady improvement 
last year, jumping from 
second-team All-Big South 
in 2017 to first team in 
2018. The Gainesville, Ga., 
product was again among 
the leading tacklers in the 
conference with 72 and 
he showed a nose for the 
ball with three fumble 
recoveries. He’s made 14.5 
tackles for loss over the last 
two seasons. 


in two seasons), who resigned 
in December. Denson spent the 
past four seasons as running 
backs coach at Notre Dame. 

One of Denson’s priorities will 
be to shore up a passing game 
that produced only 913 yards and 
six touchdowns spread among 
three quarterbacks last year. 
London Johnson threw four of 
the TD passes and was also the 
team’s second-leading rusher 
with a modest 427 yards. 

The first season of scholarship 
football at Campbell produced a 
6-5 record, including a 1-4 mark 
in BSC play. Now that the Camels 
and coach Mike Minter have that 
out of the way, look for them to 
improve in their second year. 

Daniel Smith, the program’s 
all-time passing leader, returns 
at QB after rushing for 13 
touchdowns and passing for 13 
while producing 2,250 yards of 
offense. Smith will be operating 
behind an experienced line 
and has receiver Caleb Snead 
(810 receiving yards, 9 TDs) 
and running back Rocky Reid 
(614 rushing yards) returning as 


offensive weapons. 

On defense, the Camels lose 
leading tackler Jack Ryan but 
have key playmakers returning in 
safety Deontae Henderson and 
lineman Damien Dozier. 

North Alabama (7-3) gets its 
first shot at playing every team 
in the Big South. The Lions lost 
30-7 last season to Campbell, 
their only conference opponent 
while playing as an FCS 
independent. Coach Chris Willis 
has an experienced offense at his 
disposal, led by versatile senior 
quarterback Christian Lopez, 
who was efficient while throwing 
14 TD passes against two 
interceptions in 283 attempts last 
season. Homegrown Alabama 
receivers Jakobi Byrd, Cortez Hall 
and Dexter Boykin combined for 
14 touchdowns and 1,604 yards 
on 122 catches. Four offensive 
linemen also return, and Willis 
hopes to shore up the run game. 

Defensively, the Lions have 
to retool the entire line, but two 
linebackers and three starters in 
the secondary return. 

Gardner-Webb (3-8, 2-3) 
coach Carroll McCray received 
good news in the offseason 
when standout nose guard Josh 
Ramseur was given a sixth year 
of eligibility. Ramseur was a 
preseason all-conference pick 
in 2018 before sustaining a 
season-ending injury in practice. 
The Bulldogs should improve on 
last season’s 20-point scoring 
average as QB Jordan Smith, 
three running backs and four 
offensive linemen return. 

Robert Prunty begins his 
second season as head coach at 
Hampton (7-3) looking to replace 
some key pieces from a team 
that ended the 2018 campaign 
with a six-game winning streak. 
Leading rusher Will Robinson 
(799 yards, 7.1 per carry) is the 
top player returning for a Pirates 
team that went 1-2 against Big 
South teams last year. 

(2-8, 0-5) 
enters its final season in the Big 
South looking to move up in 
the standings as it transitions to 
nonscholarship football. Tommy 
Spangler, who begins his 17th 
year on the Blue Hose staff and 
ninth as head coach, must find 
a new quarterback but has five 
returning offensive linemen. 


NO HOUSTON, 
NO PROBLEM 
FOR MADISON 


BY JOHN O'CONNOR 
Richmond Times-Dispatch 


James Madison has a new 
coach, but the outlook remains 
the same. The Dukes, once again, 
appear to be the team to beat 
in a league that sent six teams 
to the 2018 FCS playoffs. No 
conference had ever qualified 
that many members. 

Curt Cignetti spent two years 
at CAA school Elon and then 
shifted to JMU last December 
after Mike Houston left to 
become head coach at East 
Carolina. Cignetti led Elon to a 
pair of FCS bids and 14-9 record. 
The Phoenix went 12-45 in the 
five seasons prior. 

Maine was the surprise 
winner of the title last year. The 
Black Bears made it to the FCS 
semifinals for the first time in 
school history, but coach Joe 
Harasymiak left to become an 
assistant at Minnesota. 


James Madison (9-4, 6-2 
CAA last season) brings back an 
experienced team that's strong 
in key positions. Senior QB Ben 
DiNucci, a former starter at 
Pittsburgh, is back for his second 
season, and cornerback Rashad 
Robinson returns after missing 
last season with a foot injury. 

Former UCF running back 
Jawon Hamilton is projected to 
take over as JMU’s lead runner, 
and 6-5 wide receiver Riley 
Stapleton (62 catches, 710 yards) 
has been instrumental in some of 
the Dukes’ biggest wins during 
the last two years. 

The star of the defensive line 
is senior Ron’Dell Carter, who 
transferred from Rutgers. Senior 
Dimitri Holloway is one of the 
league's best linebackers, and 
the secondary is loaded with 
Robinson and safeties D’Angelo 
Amos and Adam Smith. 

There wasn’t much expected 
from Towson (7-5, 5-3) last 
season. As a junior, QB Tom 
Flacco, who had spent time 


PREDICTIONS 


© James Madison 
© Towson 

© Maine 

© Delaware 

© Elon 

© Stony Brook 

© Rhode Island 
© Richmond 

© New Hampshire 
© Villanova 

© William & Mary 
© Albany 


TOP NFL 
PROSPECT 


CB, James Madison 


Robinson was a second- 
team All-American in 2017 
and then missed last season 
with a foot injury suffered 
during August camp. Two 
years ago, he had seven 
interceptions and broke up 
nine passes. He also made 
38 unassisted tackles and 
was in on SL stops. That 
involvement as a tackler 
seems odd from a player 
who didn’t see action on 
defense until he reached 
college. Robinson played 
only quarterback in high 
school. 


at FBS Western Michigan and 
Rutgers, led the league in total 
offense (742 rushing yards, 3,251 
passing yards) and was named 


CAA Offensive Player of the Year. 


Coach Rob Ambrose returns 
senior offensive weapons Shane 
Simpson (711 rushing yards) and 
Shane Leatherbury (67 catches, 
885 receiving yards). 

The defense’s backbone is 
linebacker Robert Heyward (10.5 
tackles for loss last season). 

Maine (10-4, 7-1) coach Nick 
Charlton returns a couple of key 
offensive players: 6-4 QB Chris 
Ferguson (2,372 passing yards, 
22 TDs) and running back Ramon 
Jefferson (1,037 yards). 

But Maine's calling card is its 
"Black Hole” defense that led the 
FCS against the rush (79.2 yards 
per game) in 2018 and finished 
fourth nationally with 47.0 sacks. 
Lineman Kayon Whitaker had 9.5 


sacks and linebacker Deshawn 
Stevens chipped in 9.0. 

Delaware (7-5, 5-3) is coming 
off the program’s first playoff 
appearance since 2010. Coach 
Danny Rocco returns QB Pat 
Kehoe, a 6-4, 240-pound senior 
who passed for 2,075 yards 
and 17 touchdowns last year. 
The rushing game is led by 
5-7 scatback DeJoun Lee (606 
rushing yards), and four starters 
return on the offensive line. 

On defense, Caleb Ashworth 
and Cam Kitchen are stellar up 
front, while junior Colby Reeder 
and Penn State transfer Dae’Lun 
Darien will start at linebacker. 

Elon (6-5, 4-3) moves forward 
without coach Curt Cignetti, 
who was succeeded by Tony 
Trisciani, previously the Phoenix’s 
defensive coordinator. 

Elon sets up as one of the 
CAA’‘s better offensive teams 
with the return of junior QB Davis 
Cheek, the 2017 CAA Offensive 
Rookie of the Year, who started 
six games last year before a 
season-ending knee injury. Also 
back is 2018 CAA Offensive 
Rookie of the Year Jaylan Thomas 
(761 rushing yards). 

On defense, the Phoenix will 
lean on two seniors: lineman 
Marcus Willoughby and corner 
Greg Liggs Jr. (4 INTs). 

(7-5, 5-3) 
coach Chuck Priore returns 
eight defensive regulars as the 
Seawolves look to make a third 
straight postseason trip. 

Stony Brook needs a new QB 
and running backs to operate 
behind 2018 Freshman All- 
America guard Kyle Nunez. 

Lineman Sam Kamara (9.0 
sacks) and cornerback Gavin 
Heslop will lead the defense. 

Rhode Island (6-5, 4-4) 
broke through last year with its 
first winning season since 2001. 
Coach Jim Fleming must settle 
ona new QB. Whoever emerges 
will try to get the ball to 6-3 
Aaron Parker, who led the CAA 
in receiving yards (972) and TD 
catches (10) in 2018. A defense 
led by linebacker Branyan Javier- 
Castillo and end L.B. Mack III 
will get help from juco transfers 
Andre Blackett at linebacker and 
Jordan Jones in the secondary. 

Richmond (4-7, 2-6) spent the 


offseason working on eliminating 
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interceptions. Only VMI threw 
more than the Spiders in 2018, 
and coach Russ Huesman 
believes those airborne turnovers 
cost UR at least a couple of wins. 

The Spiders, coming off their 
first losing season since 2011, 
return tailback Xavier Goodall, a 
junior who missed last year with a 
knee injury. The defensive anchor 
is senior end Maurice Jackson 
(CAA-leading 10.0 sacks). 

Entering last year, New 
Hampshire (4-7, 3-5) had 
made the FCS playoffs for 14 
consecutive seasons, and then 
posted its first losing campaign 
since 2003. Coach Sean 
McDonnell looks to perk up an 
offense that averaged 17.8 points 
per game, next to last in the CAA. 

The Wildcats’ defense will be 
led by linebacker Quinlen Dean 
(6.0 sacks). Safety Pop Lacey tied 
Dean for the team lead in tackles. 

Villanova (5-6, 2-6) coach 
Mark Ferrante played three 
quarterbacks and was missing 
key players for much of the 
season as injuries took their toll. 

The Wildcats may go with 6-7 
freshman Qadir Ismail at QB, and 
their run game will feature junior 
Justin Covington and sophomore 
Jalen Jackson. 

Sophomore Christian Benford 
(league-leading 5 INTs), the 
reigning CAA Defensive Rookie 
of the Year, returns along 
with juniors Jaquan Amos and 
Nowoola Awopetu as starters in 
the secondary. 

William & Mary (4-6, 3-4) has 
anew coach for the first time 
since 1980. Mike London, who 
directed programs at Richmond, 
Virginia and Howard, takes over 
for Jimmye Laycock, who retired 
after 39 years as head coach. 

The Tribe are again seeking a 
consistently productive QB for a 
unit that averaged a league-low 
13.6 points per game last season. 
Junior Shon Mitchell has the most 
experience under center. 

Albany (3-8, 1-7) aims to 
win close games this year after 
dropping three contests by a 
touchdown or less, all in the final 
minute, last season. Coach Greg 
Gattuso is looking for sophomore 
QB Jeff Undercuffler, 5-8 wideout 
Dev Holmes (50 catches) and 
junior running back Karl Mofor 
(596 yards) to lead the offense. 
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PRINCETON, 
DARTMOUTH SET 
TO BATTLEIT OUT 
FORIVY AGAIN 


BY J.P. PELZMAN 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


Princeton helped get college 
football started 150 years ago, 
and the Tigers will be hoping for 
a real celebration in the sport's 
sesquicentennial season as they 
attempt to capture their second 
consecutive lvy League title and 
third in four years. As part of the 
Ivy's celebration of the milestone, 
the Tigers will face former 
season-ending rival Dartmouth 
on Nov. 9 at Yankee Stadium. 

Dartmouth’s only league loss 
in 2018 was to Princeton, so it’s 
possible the conference title 
could be on the line in The Bronx. 
The Ivy enters its second season 
of regional geographic matchups 
for its league finales, so the 
Tigers will visit Penn to close 
things out on Nov. 23. 


Princeton (10-0, 7-0 Ivy 
League) is coming off its first 
undefeated season since 
1964 but will have to replace 
do-everything quarterback John 
Lovett, the 2018 Ivy Offensive 
Player of the Year for the second 
time in three seasons. His likely 
replacement will be senior 
Kevin Davidson, who threw 
for five touchdowns with no 
interceptions in 50 attempts 
during limited duty last season. 
He'll get some competition for 
the spot from sophomore Brevin 
White, who saw only JV action 
last year but was a four-star prep 
recruit who had scholarship 
offers from several FBS schools. 
Running back Collin Eaddy 
averaged 7.1 yards per tote on 93 
carries. However, no returning 
wide receiver has more than the 
12 catches Eaddy came up with in 
2018. Defensively, safety TJ Floyd 
is back after coming up with six 
interceptions last season, but the 
Tigers must replace three of their 
top four leading tacklers. 


The only blemish for 
Dartmouth (9-1, 6-1) last season 
was a 14-9 defeat at Princeton. 
The Big Green return 11 starters, 
including six on defense. Senior 
cornerback Isiah Swann, a first- 
team FCS All-American and Ivy 
League Defensive Player of the 
Year, made nine interceptions in 
2018. Dartmouth led the league 
in five defensive categories, 
including points and total 
yardage. On offense, veteran 
head coach Buddy Teevens is 
again likely to use a QB tandem 
of passing specialist Derek Kyler 
(13 TD passes, 2 interceptions) 
and dual-threat option Jared 
Gerbino, who rushed for 700 
yards and accounted for 12 
touchdowns last year, including 
four through the air. Four of the 
five starters on the offensive 
line graduated, and Teevens is 
hoping to get a medical-redshirt 
year of eligibility for fifth-year 
senior Zach Sammartino. 

Harvard (6-4, 4-3) finished 
2018 on a three-game winning 
streak and should be solid on 
defense with seven returning 
starters plus cornerback Isaiah 
Wingfield, who was a starter in 
2017 before missing all of last 
season with an injury. Starting 
QB Tom Stewart graduated but 
backup Jake Smith (4 TD passes) 
returns. Smith, who entered the 
spring atop the depth chart, 
has already played in 16 games 
for the Crimson. Running back 
Aaron Shampklin rushed for 
1,053 yards and nine touchdowns 
as a sophomore in 2018, but 
his offensive line must replace 
four starters. On special teams, 
returning kicker Jake Mcintyre 
is a consistent weapon, having 
connected on all 31 extra points 
and 13 of 15 fields goals last 
season. 

Columbia (6-4, 3-4) couldn't 
quite match its watershed 
campaign of 2017, when its 8-2 
record was the school’s best 
since 1996. Injuries were part 
of the problem, and there were 
more than 25 players on the 
Lions’ spring roster who were 
back after being hurt during the 
2018 season. Columbia returns 
16 starters, including nine on 
defense. Josh Bean, now a 
junior, won the QB job in training 
camp last year but was limited 
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© Princeton 

© Dartmouth 
© Harvard 

© Columbia 

© Yale 

© Pennsylvania 
© Cornell 

© Brown 


TOP NEL 
PROSPECT 
Isiah Swann 
CB, Dartmouth 


The 6-0, 190-pound 
Swann was a consensus 
first-team FCS All- 
American last season and 
needs one interception to 
set a school record with 
14, He is not a press-man 
corner because Dartmouth 
doesn't use that type of 
scheme, but he possesses 
good closing speed and 
does an excellent job of 
reading both quarterbacks 
and receivers, which is why 
he is such a ballhawk. He 
could be a good fit in the 
right NFL system. 


to four games due to injuries. 
Wide receiver Josh Wainwright, 
who had 78 receptions for a 
school-record 1,001 yards in 
2017, returns after missing all but 
one game last year because of a 
torn ACL. Defensive end Daniel 
DeLorenzi returns after making a 
school-record 9.5 sacks in 2018. 
Yale (5-5, 3-4) returns all three 
quarterbacks who saw significant 
action last season, including 
senior Kurt Rawlings (1,562 yards 
passing, 9 TDs) and sophomore 
Griffin O'Connor. O'Connor took 
over after Rawlings suffered a 
season-ending leg injury in 2018 
and won Ivy League Rookie of 
the Year despite playing only 
three games. Also back is senior 
wide receiver Reed Klubnik (73 


receptions, 9 TDs). Nine of the 
Bulldogs’ top 10 tacklers return, 
including senior linebacker Ryan 
Burke (6.0 sacks). 

Penn (6-4, 3-4) gained 
valuable bonding and 
camaraderie by traveling 
overseas in early March and 
spending a week in China 
participating in the Global 
Ambassadors Bowl against 
a team of Chinese players. 
Quarterback Ryan Glover 
returns at quarterback for the 
Quakers after accounting for 
nine TDs (seven passing) and six 
interceptions in 205 attempts last 
year. Also back is leading rusher 
Karekin Brooks, who totaled 
1,109 yards from scrimmage. The 
offensive line returns four starters 
but must replace All-lvy second- 
team left tackle Tommy Dennis. 
The defense has six starters back, 
led by free safety Jacob Martin. 

‘Cornell (3-7, 2-5) finished 
2018 on a four-game skid and 
must replace QB Dalton Banks. 
Senior Mike Catanese and junior 
Richie Kenney both saw limited 
action under center last season, 
and top offensive weapon 
Harold Coles (710 yards rushing, 
5.4-yard average, 7 TDs) returns 
for his senior season at running 
back, But the offensive line must 
be rebuilt after the graduation 
of three starters. Seven starters 
return to the defense, but 
improvement is needed after that 
unit finished next to last in the 
Ivy in both points and yardage 
allowed. Senior cornerback David 
Jones has seven picks over the 
last two seasons, including one 
for a TD last year. 

Brown (1-9, 0-7) was winless 
in league play for the second 
consecutive season in 2018. 

The Bears finished last in the 
conference in points scored 
and allowed, total offense and 
defense, plus rushing defense, 
among other categories. At least 
Brown has a potential building 
block in returning QB Michael 
McGovern, who threw for 2,202 
yards and eight TDs a year ago. 
The top four receivers are back, 
including senior Livingstone 
Harriott (31 receptions). The 
Bears came up with only nine 
sacks last season, but senior 
linebacker Brendan Pyne did 
contribute 8.0 tackles for loss. 
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THREEPEAT LIKELY 
FOR RAISING FCS 
POWER N.C. A&T 


BY LUT WILLIAMS 
Black College Sports Page 


North Carolina A&T rose 
into the top five in FCS polls 
last season after knocking off 
nationally ranked Ohio Valley 
Conference and FCS power 
Jacksonville State to open 
the season and FBS American 
Athletic Conference member 
East Carolina a week later. 
Despite a couple of hiccups in 
conference play, the Aggies went 
on to claim back-to-back MEAC 
and Celebration Bowl titles. 

The big question in the MEAC 
is whether A&T, with a 2020 
date looming at seven-time FCS 
champion North Dakota State, 
can continue its rise as the “Beast 
of the Mideast.” 

New coaches at Howard, 
North Carolina Central and 
Morgan State and the departure 
of Savannah State from 
the league are the newest 
developments in the now nine- 
member (for football) MEAC. The 
new hires mean six of the nine 
coaches will be in either their first 
or second year. 


Sam Washington inherited 
a veteran team in his first year 
at North Carolina A&T (10-2, 
6-1 MEAC). He returns just three 
starters on offense and five on 
defense with particular concern 
at quarterback and on the 
offensive and defensive lines. A 
nice haul of 21 recruits will help 
fill the void. East Carolina transfer 
Kingsley Ifedi will challenge 
returning backup Kylil Carter for 
the signal-calling duties. 

Washington can count on 
seven returning all-conference 
performers: linebacker Antoine 
Wilder (67 tackles), All-America 
cornerback Mac McCain III, 
running back Jah-Maine Martin 
(656 rushing yards, 7 TDs), 
defensive lineman Justin Cates, 
offensive lineman Marcus 
Pettiford and wide receivers 
Elijah Bell (48 receptions, 6 TDs) 
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PREDICTIONS 

© North Carolina A&T 

© FloridaA&M 

© Bethune-Cookman 

© South Carolina State 
© Howard 

© North Carolina Central 
© Norfolk State 

© Delaware State 

© Morgan State 


TOP NFL 
PROSPECT 


Jequez Ezzard 
WR, Howard 


Like former NFL star 
Steve Smith, Howard 
senior Jequez Ezzard packs 
breakaway speed, power and 
production in a small (5-9, 
190 pounds) but solid frame 
as his FCS-leading 26.6-yard 
receiving average from 2018 
attests. Despite missing 
parts of four games with an 
assortment of injuries, he 
was by far the league’s most 
explosive player with two 
200-yard receiving games 
and three contests in which 
he produced between 149 
and 191 yards in catches. 
He averaged a gaudy 43.2 
yards on his 12 touchdown 
receptions. 


and Zachary Leslie (50, 9). 

In its first year under coach 
Willie Simmons, Florida A&M 
(6-5, 5-2) offset a five-game 
midseason winning streak that 
had the Rattlers on the verge of a 
conference title before they lost 
the last three games. 

Expect them back in the 
championship mix with senior 
QB Ryan Stanley at the helm of 
an offense that features receivers 
Chad Hunter (43 receptions, 6 
TDs) and Xavier Smith (52, 4). 
Running back Deshawn Smith 
(640 rushing yards, 4 TDs) 
is one of a trio of productive 
ballcarriers. The top punter in 
the FCS last year, Chris Faddoul 
(46.8-yard average), also returns 
as a weapon. Linebacker Elijah 
Richardson is back as the tackles 
leader and Terry Jefferson makes 
big plays in the secondary. 

Playing without injured 
quarterback Akevious Williams 


last year, Bethune-Cookman 
(7-5, 5-2) still finished strong, 
winning its final three league 
games with David Israel at the 
controls. Williams and Israel 
return but will be missing key 
playmakers on offense as well as 
both kickers. 

The Wildcats’ strength is 
on defense. Playmakers there 
include lineman Marques Ford 
(8.5 sacks), defensive backs 
Tydarius Peters (68 tackles, 4 
interceptions) and Trevor Merritt 
(4 interceptions) and linebacker 
Marquis Hendrix (83 tackles). 

In a return to prominence of 
sorts, (5-6, 
4-3) won five of its last seven 
games and earned 18th-year 
coach Buddy Pough a new 
contract. The catalyst, junior 
quarterback Tyrece Nick (903 
rushing yards, 12 TDs; 1,163 
passing yards, 5 TDs), is back but 
needs to improve his passing 
numbers. Lineman Paul McKeiver 
(6-4, 290 pounds) is a stalwart on 
an always-tough defensive unit. 

Former Kansas State head 
coach Ron Prince, an offensive 
analyst at Michigan last year, 
inherits an embarrassment of 
offensive riches as the new 
coach at Howard (4-6, 4-3). 
Junior Caylin Newton, brother 
of NFL Carolina Panthers star 
Cam Newton, returns as the 
quarterback, where he produced 
3,133 yards of total offense last 
year and 22 passing touchdowns. 

He has plenty of weapons to 
turn to, including all-conference 
statistical leaders like senior wide 
receivers Jequez Ezzard (1,064 
receiving yards, 12 TDs) and Kyle 
Anthony (53 receptions) and 
sophomore running back Dedrick 
Parson (706 rushing yards, 9 TDs). 
With only eight returning starters 
overall, however, there are plenty 
of holes to fill elsewhere. 

Under interim coach Granville 
Eastman, North Carolina 
Central (5-6, 3-4) posted its first 
losing season in five years. The 
NCCU brass turned to former 
Eagle player and coach Trei 
Oliver, who spent the last three 
years coordinating the defense 
at Southern. That's the side of 
the ball that needs the most work 
after the Eagles finished near 
the bottom of the MEAC in just 
about every defensive statistical 
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category. 

The offense is solid, though, 
returning 10 starters with 
quarterback Chauncey Caldwell, 
running back Isaiah Totten (768 
yards, 7 TDs) and placekicker 
Adam Lippy (11 field goals, 63 
points). 

For Norfolk State (4-7, 2-5) 
to rise in the standings, the 
Spartans have to cut down on 
turnovers. That starts with junior 
quarterback Juwan Carter, who 
showed his promise (230.2 
passing yards per game) and 
problems (14 interceptions, 4 
lost fumbles) last season. Ten 
returning starters on offense 
include a veteran offensive line 
that should boost an anemic 
rushing attack (103.0 yards per 
game). 

The defense features linebacker 
Nigel Chavis (71 tackles, 5.5 sacks) 
up front and defensive back 
Bobby Price (59 tackles, 8 pass 
breakups) on the back end. 

Former NFL lineman Rod 
Milstead made progress in his 
first season coaching his alma 
mater, (3-8, 2-5). 
The three wins were DSU’s best 
showing since 2013. If he can get 
the rest of the Hornets to play 
like linebacker Brian Cavicante 
(89 tackles, 17.0 tackles for 
loss) and safety Jahad Neibauer 
(70 tackles, 3 interceptions), 
they should continue to 
improve. Look for breakout 
years from quarterback Shayne 
Smith, wideout Trey Gross (31 
receptions, 480 yards, 4 TDs) and 
running back Michael Chris-lke. 

(4-7, 3-4) 
looked into the pro ranks and 
plucked former Michigan and 
NFL running back and recent 
Jacksonville Jaguars assistant 
Tyrone Wheatley as its new 
head coach. He will not have 
the benefit of spring practice, 
but this is the final year the 
Bears will suffer from that APR 
sanction, Despite enduring that 
significant disadvantage a year 
ago, the Bears went on the road 
and upset N.C. A&T and had four 
single-digit losses. Quarterbacks 
DeAndre Harris and DJ Golatt are 
back to lead the offense. A tough 
defense features linebackers lan 
McBorrough and Rico Kennedy, 
defensive back Donte Small and 
and lineman Malachi Washington. 
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CAN BISON KEEP 
AUN GOING UNDER 
NEW COACH? 


BY RANDY REINHARDT 
Bloomington (Ill.) Pantagraph 


The North Dakota State 
Bison stampede of Missouri 
Valley Football Conference 
championships has thundered 
on under three quarterbacks and 
two head coaches while winning 
outright or sharing the past eight 
league championships. 

North Dakota State will try to 
extend that remarkable streak— 
while simultaneously gunning for 
an even more remarkable eighth 
national championship in the 
past nine years—with both a new 
coach and a new signal-caller. 

Betting against NDSU, 
however, has proven to be quite 
the losing proposition. 

The Bison are not alone in 
seeking a new offensive leader. 
The Valley's other two 2018 
playoff teams—South Dakota 
State and Northern lowa—also 
graduated their quarterbacks. 

In contrast, conference playoff 
hopefuls Indiana State, Illinois 
State and South Dakota all boast 
experienced players under 
center. 


(15-0, 
8-0 MVFC) now has former 
defensive coordinator Matt Entz 
in the head coach’‘s office with 
Chris Klieman taking over at 
Kansas State. The Bison suffered 
significant graduation losses 
but a reload instead of a rebuild 
is a given. lowa State transfer 
Zeb Noland will compete with 
redshirt freshman Trey Lance 
for the quarterback job vacated 
by Easton Stick, the winningest 
quarterback in FCS history. 

The running back position 
remains strong with Ty Brooks, 
Adam Cofield and Seth Wilson 
returning, and offensive tackle 
Zack Johnson among the nation’s 
elite blockers. All-America 
linebacker Jabril Cox is among 
just three full-time returning 
starters on defense. 


South Dakota State (10-3, 
6-2) also has a record-setting 
quarterback to replace in Taryn 
Christion. Arizona State transfer 
Kurt Walding and junior Kanin 
Nelson are the top candidates. 
The signal-caller who emerges 
will have 1,100-yard rusher Pierre 
Strong Jr. and receiver Cade 
Johnson as appealing options. 

The Jackrabbits are still 
seeking the elusive trip to the 
FCS title game after being ousted 
in last season's semifinals by 
the nemesis Bison. However, a 
defense that returns six starters 
on the front seven, including 
All-America linebacker Christian 
Rozeboom, might pave the way. 

Indiana State (7-4, 5-3) went 
from 0-11 in 2017 to the brink of 
the FCS playoffs in its second 
season under coach Curt Mallory. 
The motivation of the playoff 
snub should serve the Sycamores 
well. Quarterback Ryan Boyle was 
last season’s MVFC Newcomer of 
the Year and has quality receiving 
targets in Dante Hendrix and 
Dante Jones II. Linebacker Jonas 
Griffith has two 100-tackle 
campaigns on his resume. 

Illinois State (6-5, 3-5) 
disappointed in 2018 after 
an early-season FBS win over 
Colorado State. The Redbirds 
fell short of the playoffs for the 
second straight year after three 
consecutive postseason berths 
that included a trip to the 2014 
national championship game. 

Coach Brock Spack’s offense 
should be among the league’s 
best with returning quarterback 
Brady Davis, All-America tailback 
James Robinson and receiver 
Andrew Edgar. The offensive line 
features six players with starting 
experience and a 6-6, 320-pound 
transfer from the University of 
Illinois in Adam Solomon. Safety 
Luther Kirk and cornerback Devin 
Taylor lead a stout secondary. 

(7-6, 5-3) 
should be fine on the offensive 
line and at receiver but lost its 
leading passer and rusher. Tight 
end Briley Moore is a budding 
star coming off a 39-catch 
campaign. 

Cornerback Xavior Williams 
and safety Korby Sander 
spearhead the defense for a 
Panthers team that advanced 
to the second round of the 
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TOP NFL 
PROSPECT 

Jabril Cox 

LB, North Dakota State 


Last year, the junior 
from Kansas City was the 
first sophomore to win 
MVFC Defensive Player of 
the Year since 2002. The 
6-3, 233-pound linebacker 
paced the national 
champions with 91 tackles 
in 2018, while adding 9.5 
tackles for loss, 4.0 sacks 
and four interceptions. 
The physical tools and 
sideline-to-sideline pursuit 
ability are unquestioned. 
Cox will strive to be more 
consistent as he assumes 
the leadership role on 
NDSU’s defense. 


FCS playoffs last season under 

veteran coach Mark Farley. 
(4-7, 3-5) 

boasts the reigning MVFC total 


offense leader in quarterback 
Austin Simmons but needs to 
shore up the rushing attack to 
move up in the league standings. 
End Darin Greenfield leads a 
defense that brings back six 
starters, but the Coyotes must 
improve against the rush after 
giving up 210.8 yards on the 
ground per game last season. 
(5-6, 4-4) has 
the task of moving on without 
three-year starting quarterback 
Sean McGuire and bolstering 
the Valley's least productive 
rushing attack. Linebacker 
Zach Glisan and free safety Eric 
Carrera are prominent returnees 
for a defense that will receive a 
boost from FBS transfers Bryce 
Cross (Georgia Southern) and 
Keyshawn Canady (East Carolina) 
in the secondary. 

Missouri State (4-7, 2-6) 
returns six offensive starters 
but just one up front, so 
locating adequate protection 
for quarterback Peyton Huslig 
will be critical for the Bears. 
Huslig’s primary targets are tight 
end Jordan Murray and wideout 
Lorenzo Thomas. Missouri State 
surrendered 36.0 points and 
471.6 yards per game last season 
and should be able to whittle that 
down behind linebackers Angelo 
Garbutt and McNeece Egbim. 

Southern Illinois (2-9, 1-7) 
seeks a path out of the Valley 
cellar with 10 starters returning 
to a defense headlined by all- 
league safety Jeremy Chinn and 
emerging end Anthony Knighton. 
The Salukis are in the market for 
a new quarterback to hand off 
to running back D.J. Davis and 
throw to wideout Landon Lenoir 
and 6-8 tight end Nigel Kilby. 

(4-7, 3-5) 
will miss bellcow tailback Tevin 
McCaster, who rushed for 1,235 
yards last season. The Penguins 
sport strengths at receiver 
and in the secondary but have 
uncertainties at quarterback and 
on the offensive line. 

North Dakota (6-5) has one 
more season as an independent 
before joining the Valley full time 
in 2020. The Fighting Hawks will 
play a schedule heavy on teams 
from their former conference, the 
Big Sky. Offensive line, receiver 
and linebacker loom as UND’s 
areas of prowess. 
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QUKES POISED 10 
KEEP BIG MO GOING 


BY STEVE AMEDIO 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


It will be a case of something 
old, something new in the 
Northeast Conference this 
season. 

The “old” will be traditional 
power Duquesne, which tied 
for the regular-season title with 
Sacred Heart last year and then 
advanced to postseason play 
by virtue of its victory over the 
Pioneers. Once there, the Dukes 
earned a 31-10 victory over 
Towson for their first-ever FCS 
playoff win. 

More success will be nothing 
new for the Dukes, who have won 
or shared the NEC title five of the 
past eight years. The program’s 
59 overall victories since 2011 
are eight more than any other 
conference team. 

Duquesne has plenty back, 
particularly at the skill positions, 
although the offensive line needs 
rebuilding. If an effective front 
five can be developed, it will 
once again allow senior running 
back A.J. Hines, the reigning NEC 
Offensive Player of the Year, and 
standout quarterback Daniel Parr 
to have significant success. 

The “new” involves the 
addition of two programs—Long 
Island and Merrimack—who step 
up from the Division 2 ranks 
(both were members of the 
Northeast-10 Conference last 
season) to join the NEC. 


Duquesne (9-4, 5-1 NEC) had 
a-special season in 2018 and 
could follow that up with another 
one. The Dukes not only earned 
the league's regular-season title 
but also won a first-round FCS 
playoff game (31-10 over Towson) 
for the first time in program 
history. They finished the season 
ranked 21st nationally. 

Most of the offensive 
skill-position players are back, 
including NEC Offensive Player of 
the Year A.J. Hines, who rushed 
for 1,520 yards (third in FCS). QB 
Daniel Parr, a 6-3 senior, balances 
the offense with his passing skills 
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TOP: NEL 
PROSPECT 


RB, Duquesne 


The NEC's Offensive 
Player of the Year in 2018 
was the top freshman at the 
FCS level in 2016 and has 
done nothing but improve 
since. The 5-11, 225-pound 
running back from Wilson, 
N.C., rushed for 1,520 
yards and added 17 total 
touchdowns. He was third 
nationally in FCS rushing 
yards and has both the size 
and speed to draw NFL 
interest. 


(2,447 yards). The top returning 
wideout is 6-5 senior Kellon Taylor 
(44 catches, 576 yards), and the 
receiving group adds UCF transfer 
Dontay Mayfield. The line needs 
to be replenished but does add 
6-8, 330-pound Sterling Jenkins, 
a graduate transfer from Penn 
State. 

Defensively, seven of last 
season‘s 11 starters return, 
including 6-4, 295-pound 
first-team AIl-NEC lineman Kam 
Carter and second-team pick 
Brett Zanotto, a 6-1, 215-pound 
linebacker. 


Central Connecticut State 
(6-5, 4-2) contended for the NEC 
title until the last game of the 
regular season (2 38-31 loss to 
Duquesne) and should be in the 
hunt again this season if it can 
replace graduated QB Jacob 
Dolegala (2,221 yards). Georgia 
State grad transfer Aaron 
Winchester is likely to fill that 
void. He'll be protected by a top- 
notch line group that includes 
massive second-team FCS 
All-American J’Von Brown (6-3, 
350 pounds), first-team All-NEC 
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returnee Connor Mignone (6-4, 
305) and second-teamer Cole 
Phelps. Junior running back 
Aaron Dawson returns after 
rushing for 896 yards, including 
an FCS-best 361 in one game. 
Also back is second-team All-NEC 
tight end Arthur Gilmore Jr. 
Six starters return on defense, 
including first-team All-NEC 
secondary performers Tajik 
Bagley and DJ Exilhomme. 

Sacred Heart (7-4, 5-1) was 
as close as it could get to going 
to the playoffs last year, tying for 
the NEC’s regular-season title and 
losing out only via a four-point 
loss to Duquesne. The Pioneers 
will still be strong, but they 
suffered heavy graduation losses 
on the offense. Sophomore 
running back Julius Chestnut (116 
carries, 713 yards), last season’s 
NEC Offensive Rookie of the 
Year, will carry much of this 
season’s load. The Pioneers need 
to find a QB—probably senior 
Grant Lowary (17-of-32 passing 
in 2018)—to replace standout 
Kevin Duke. His top targets will 
be seniors RJ Trimble-Edwards 
(11 catches, 143 yards) and Kezio 
Snelling (13, 213). The defense 
has a strong anchor in 6-4, 270- 
pound first-team All-NEC lineman 
Chris Agyemang, who had 15.5 
tackles for loss last season. 

Bryant (6-5, 2-4) had an 
extremely optimistic early-season 
run—including handing NEC 
co-champ Duquesne its only 
loss—before a 2-4 season-ending 
stretch. The Bulldogs have 
significant losses to replace, 
including their head coach— 
Chris Merritt replaces James 
Perry, who moved to Brown—but 
they have some strong pieces, 
including do-everything senior 
Jean Constant (43 catches, 477 
yards), who was a first-team 
FCS All-American as a return 
specialist in 2018. The likely 
new QB is Ohio State transfer 
Kory Curtis. Defensively, 
there are some returning 
standouts, including first-team 
All-NEC lineman Tomas Wright, 
linebacker Jesse Nemerowicz (73 
tackles) and cornerback Andre 
Brackett, the 2017 NEC Defensive 
Rookie of the Year. 

Wagner (4-7, 3-3) suffered 
big graduation losses from its 
offense but has reloaded with 
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transfers at key positions. The 
biggest departure is tailback 
Ryan Fulse (No. 2 in rushing yards 
nationally in 2018). His likely 
replacement is grad transfer 
Marquez Trigg from Western 
Kentucky (474 yards over three 
seasons). The quarterback duties 
should fall to Christian Alexander, 
a grad transfer from Florida 
International who was the MVP 
of last year’s Bahamas Bowl. 
Defensively, the Seahawks are 
well stocked, particularly with the 
NEC’s top linebacking corps— 
Defensive Player of the Year Cam 
Gill, first-team All-NEC Santoni 
Graham and senior Tevaughn 
Grant. Lineman Chris Williams 
was a second-team All-NEC 
defender last season. 

St. Francis (Pa.) (4-7, 2-4) 
might be the Red Flash but 
brown will be the team’s favorite 
color this season. Defensive 
tackle Jalen Brown was the 
NEC’s 2018 Defensive Rookie of 
the Year. Second-team All-NEC 
picks Cyrus Holder (47 catches, 
692 yards) at wide receiver and 
Christian Eubanks on the line lead 
the offense. 

Robert Morris (2-9, 0-6) 
struggled defensively, allowing 
43.5 points per game a year 
ago, but some of the blame is 
due to inexperience. The good 
news is nine defensive starters 
return from a year ago, and 
the Colonials add Mason Gray, 

a grad transfer from Albany. 
The top returnee on offense 

is first-team All-NEC tight end 
Matthew Gonzalez (40 catches, 
642 yards). 

Long Island (10-1 in Division 
2) can’t expect to match its 
perfect regular season and trip 
to the playoffs, where it lost a 
first-round game to Slippery 
Rock, but it does have some key 
pieces in place. Top returnees 
are wide receiver Jake Bofshever 
(22 catches, 252 yards) and 
defensive lineman Abel Joseph. 

Merrimack (5-5 in Division 2) 
won four of its final five games 
last season and returns a strong 
group as its program moves 
to a higher level. Sophomore 
QB Christian Carter was the 
Northeast-10’s Rookie of the Year 
in 2018 after leading the Warriors 
in passing (1,681 yards) and 
rushing (465). 
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THREE PLAYOFF 
BIDS AREAL 
POSSIBILITY IN OVE 


BY MICHAEL GRANT 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


If the rest of the Ohio Valley 
Conference couldn't unseat 
Jacksonville State last year, 
it seems unlikely that it will 
happen in 2019. The Gamecocks 
weren't as dominant, suffering a 
conference loss for the first time 
since 2013. But they still won 
their fifth straight OVC title. They 
should be better this year, and it 
will be harder for the opposition 
to make up ground. Southeast 
Missouri, Eastern Kentucky and 
Tennessee State could also be 
FCS playoff contenders. Last 
year, the conference had two 
representatives in the postseason 
(Jacksonville State and Southeast 
Missouri) and both schools won 
first-round games. The OVC will 
try to send three for the first time 
since 2013. 


Jacksonville State (9-4, 7-1 
Ohio Valley) returns 15 starters, 
including four first-team All-OVC 
players and three second-team 
all-conference picks. The offense 
will revolve around All-OVC 
quarterback Zerrick Cooper 
(3,416 passing yards, 32 TDs, 14 
INTs). The Clemson transfer was 
outstanding in his first season in 
the league. Cooper was fourth in 
the FCS in passing yards and tied 
for third in TD passes. He piloted 
the seventh-highest scoring 
offense in the nation (40.0 ppg). 

Of course, it helps to throw to 
All-America wide receiver Josh 
Pearson (67 catches, 1,123 yards, 
17 TDs) and Jamari Hester (59, 
864, 11). Pearson set a school 
record and led all Division 1 
players in touchdown receptions. 

The strength of the defense 
will be the secondary. Senior 
defensive backs Marlon Bridges 
(69 tackles, 2 INTs) and Traco 
Williams (66, 4) and sophomore 
cornerback Yul Gowdy (41 
tackles) led a defensive backfield 
that was 10th in the nation in 
pass-efficiency defense (108.4). 


Southeast Missouri (9-4, 
6-2) was picked to finish seventh 
last year, but the Redhawks 
had a chance to win at least a 
share of the conference crown. 
They dominated seemingly 
unbeatable Jacksonville State in 
a 37-14 victory that wasn’t even 
that close. The win snapped 
the Gamecocks’ 36-game OVC 
winning streak. 

The Redhawks bring back 
15 starters, including 10 on 
defense. Leading the way is the 
reigning Buck Buchanan National 
Defensive Player of the Year in 
linebacker Zach Hall, who led the 
nation in tackles (168) and set a 
SEMO record. He was a key part 
of a defense that ranked first 
nationally in turnovers gained 
(36), turnover margin (plus 1.85 
per game) and interceptions (23) 
and ranked third in defensive 
touchdowns (5). 

On offense, SEMO loses the 
OVC Offensive Player of the 
Year in tailback Marquis Terry. 
But it still has first-team All-OVC 
quarterback and Northern Illinois 
transfer Daniel Santacaterina 
(2,844 passing yards, 28 TDs, 

11 INTs) and second-team wide 
receiver Kristian Wilkerson (61 
catches, 894 yards, 14 TDs). 

Was it a major sign of progress 
or just a temporary blip for 
Eastern Kentucky (7-4, 5-2)? It 
has been a while since EKU, once 
the gold standard of the OVC, 
was a conference power. In his 
third season, coach Mark Elder 
guided the Colonels to their best 
season since ‘14. They closed out 
the year winning four straight. 

Eastern is adding FBS transfers 
in quarterback Conor Blount 
(ex-Oregon State) and offensive 
linemen Trey Livingood III 
(Marshall) and Eric Magwood 
(Old Dominion). They could fix 
an offense that ranked second 
to last in the league in scoring 
(26.9 ppg) and 113th in the FCS in 
passing offense (148.2 ypg). 

The defense brings back 
lineman Aaron Patrick (53 
tackles, 7.5 sacks) and Leodis 
Moore III (48 tackles, 5 INTs) in 
the secondary. The Colonels 
have a tough schedule down the 
stretch with road games at SEMO 
and Jacksonville State. 

Tennessee State (4-5, 3-4) 


struggled with injuries and an 
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TOP NFL 
PROSPECT 


DB, Jacksonville State 


Bridges played hurt 
last season due to knee 
problems. Still, he was 
a first-team All-OVC 
selection and an All- 
American. He played his 
best down the stretch, 
highlighted by a fourth- 
quarter interception return 
for a TD in the FCS opening- 
round playoff victory 
over East Tennessee State. 
Presuming he’s healthy, 
Bridges should have a 
bigger impact in his senior 
year. He'll be a candidate 
for the Buck Buchanan 
Award, given to the top 
defensive player in the FCS. 


inability to win on the road (1-4) 
last year. Coach Rod Reed's 
job status was in question after 
the season, but he will return 
with one year remaining on his 
contract. He should be helped by 
18 returning starters, including 
quarterback Demry Croft (888 
passing yards, 8 TDs, 2 INTs in 
four games), who suffered a 
midseason shoulder injury. The 
Tigers could be good on defense 
with All-OVC cornerback Dajour 
Nesbeth (58 tackles, 4 INTs) and 
senior end Mekhi Brown (4.0 
sacks), a former Alabama player. 
Murray State (5-6, 5-3) 
finished with its best conference 
record since 2011, but it could 
have been even better. The 
Racers, picked to finish second 
to last in the OVC, got off toa 
4-0 league start before faltering 
down the stretch. Coach Mitch 
Stewart was rewarded with a 
three-year contract extension. 
Murray State might have the 


league’s best special teams 
with three All-OVC stars: return 
specialist Malik Honeycutt (a punt 
return and kick return for scores), 
kicker Gabriel Vicente (15-of-19 
on field goals) and punter Steve 
Dawson (42.1-yard average). The 
team will add Florida transfer 
wide receiver DaQuon Green. 
Former Mississippi State 
offensive assistant Mark 
Hudspeth takes over at Austin’ 
Peay (5-6, 3-5) for Will Healy, 
who left for FBS Charlotte. 
Hudspeth has head-coaching 
experience at North Alabama 
and Louisiana, where he guided 
the Ragin’ Cajuns to five bowls. 
The Governors have one of the 
most exciting players in the 
country in Kentel Williams (831 
rushing yards, 7 TDs). The senior 
All-American is the league’s 
leading returning rusher. He led 
the nation in yards per carry at 
a staggering 8.0. Williams also 
finished third in the country in all- 
purpose yards (167.8 per game). 
(2-9, 2-6) was 
unlucky, losing five games by a 
touchdown or less in 2018. Four 
of those games were on the road. 
The offense could be improved 
with seven starters back, and 
the wide receivers may emerge 
as one of the best units in the 
league with Terry Williams (67 
catches, 736 yards, 3 TDs) and 
Jaylon Moore (52, 799, 8). The 
Skyhawks will also add former 
Indiana wideout Phil Benker. 
Eastern Illinois (3-8, 3-5) 
suffered its worst season since 
2011 when the Panthers went 
2-9. Out is Kim Dameron after 
five years—four without a playoff 
berth. In as the new head coach 
is Adam Cushing, a former 
Northwestern assistant. Eastern 
\Ilinois’ top returnee is second- 
team All-OVC tight end James 
Sheehan (50 catches, 544 yards). 
Tennessee Tech (1-10, 1-7) 
was one of the worst teams in the 
FCS last year. The Golden Eagles 
gave up the second-most points 
in the nation (46.1 per game), 
including 70-plus twice. Second- 
year coach Dewayne Alexander 
has nine returning offensive 
starters and seven on defense. 
Quarterback Bailey Fisher—1,661 
passing yards, 346 rushing yards 
and 13 total TDs—was the 2018 
OVC Freshman of the Year. 


WHEELER: COLGATE ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS 


RAIDERS AUN 
WONT BE 
OLOWING DOWN 


BY PATRICK STEVENS 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


Colgate stood out in last year’s 
Patriot League. Not just because 
of its 10-win season, but mainly 
because of its defense. 

The Raiders gave up just 9.3 
points per game, cruising to an 
outright Patriot title. It was the 
third time in four years Colgate 
snagged at least a share of the 
conference championship, and it 
is 21-3 in league play during that 
span. 

Little wonder the rest of the 
conference heads into 2019 
looking straight up at the Raiders. 
The gap has grown in part 
because of Colgate’s exceptional 
play, but also because of what's 
happened at some other schools. 

Last year marked the second 
consecutive season Colgate was 
the only Patriot League program 
to post an overall winning record, 
and coaching changes occurred 
at Bucknell and Lehigh. That 
makes four new coaches in two 
years in the seven-team league. 

That's not to diminish strides 
at Holy Cross and especially 
Georgetown last season, but the 
gap between the Raiders and the 
rest of the league is substantial. 
Colgate remains the clear-cut 
favorite to head back to the FCS 
playoffs. 


What does Colgate (10-2, 6-0 
Patriot) do for an encore? After 
all, the Raiders recorded five 
shutouts last season (yielding 
just two field goals in one 
seven-game span) and taking 
an undefeated record into 
mid-November. Their only losses 
came against a Top 25 FBS team 
(Army) and the FCS national 
champions (North Dakota State). 

While many of the stars 
of that defense graduated, 
defensive tackle Nick Wheeler and 
cornerback Abu Daramy-Swaray 
return for their senior seasons. 
But the Raiders weren't all about 
defense, and their offense—also 
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PREDICTIONS 


© Colgate 

© Holy Cross 
© Georgetown 
© Fordham 

© Lafayette 
© Lehigh 

© Bucknell 


the best in the Patriot League— 
could carry them at times this fall. 

That group includes 
quarterback Grant Breneman 
(1,605 passing yards), who has 
just nine interceptions in two 
seasons as a Starter, and mainstay 
offensive linemen Jack Badovinac 
and Charlie Holsopple. One 
notable hole is at running back, 
where James Holland (1,219 yards, 
12 TDs) was the league’s only 
rusher to top 800 yards last year. 

Besides Colgate, the most 
complete team in the Patriot last 
year was probably 
(5-6, 4-2), and the Crusaders 
bring back a few important pieces 
to their rushing game. Senior left 
guard Brett Boddy and junior left 
tackle Brian Foley were first-team 
all-conference picks last year, 
while senior tailback Domenic 
Cozier (643 yards, 8 TDs) was a 
second-team selection. 

Holy Cross must replace 


PATRIOT LEAGUE 


quarterback Geoff Wade, but the 
return of seven starters on offense 
provides a cushion. However, just 
four regulars are back on defense, 
a group led by safeties Alex 
Johnson and Joe Lang. 
Georgetown (5-6, 4-2) made 
an impressive jump last season, 
doing so largely because of its 
defense. Defensive lineman 
Khristian Tate led the Hoyas in 
tackles for loss (16.5) and sacks 
(10.0), earning a first-team all- 
conference nod the second year 
in a row. The senior is back to 
lead a defense that returns eight 
starters from a team that allowed 
only 298.0 yards a game. 
After recording its best record 
since 2012, Georgetown will 
need its offense to make strides 
if the program is to continue its 
progress. The Hoyas averaged 
15.6 points a game, a number that 
could rise with a veteran group 
that brings back seven offensive 
starters, including three linemen. 
Add Fordham (2-9, 2-4) to 
the list of Patriot teams whose 
most recognizable returnee 
is a defensive player. Junior 
linebacker Glenn Cunningham 
had a league-best 21.5 tackles 
for loss in 2018, and he'll be the 
centerpiece of a defense that 
improved as last year progressed. 
The Rams’ problem was 
offense. The hope in the Bronx is 
sophomore Tim DeMorat (1,633 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


Nick Wheeler 
DT, Colgate 


A mainstay on the Raiders’ miserly defense, Wheeler had 51 
tackles (16.0 for loss) and 9.0 sacks as a junior, It was a worthy 
follow-up to a stellar sophomore campaign that featured 15.5 
tackles for loss and 11.5 sacks. Few players in the Patriot are 
nearly as disruptive as the 6-2, 255-pound senior from St. Louis. 
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passing yards, 11 TDs) can take a 
step forward in his second year 
as the starting QB and a healthy 
Zach Davis can complement 
incumbent tailback Tyriek 
Hopkins to provide some punch 
in the running game. 

The numbers suggested 
Lafayette (3-8, 2-4) was probably 
a little unlucky last season. The 
Leopards ranked fourth in the 
league in total offense and third 
in total defense but were last in 
points per game and next to last 
in scoring defense. 

However, it was a young 
group, and third-year coach John 
Garrett has the benefit of seven 
returning starters on offense 
and eight on defense. The most 
promising returnee is defensive 
end Malik Hamm, who was named 
Patriot League Rookie of the Year 
after leading the Leopards in 
tackles for loss (15.0) and sacks 
(8.5). On offense, look for wideout 
Nick Pearson to be one of the 
conference’s top targets. 

Lehigh (3-8, 2-4) brought ina 
familiar face to Patriot League fans 
as its new coach. Tom Gilmore, 
who had a 14-year run at Holy 
Cross before spending last season 
as an assistant at Wake Forest, 
takes over a Mountain Hawks team 
that will try to bounce back after 
capturing at least a share of the 
conference title in 2016 and 2017. 

This year’s biggest issue is 
similar to what faced the old staff 
last year: fixing a defense that 
gave up 35.1 points and 446.0 
yards per game, the worst figures 
in the league. Two all-conference 
players return in wideout Jorge 
Portorreal (55 catches, 794 yards) 
and safety Sam McCloskey (77 
tackles), who is expected to be 
granted a fifth year of eligibility 
from the NCAA. 

Bucknell (1-10, 1-5) also 
tapped a coach well-versed with 
the Patriot League, hiring former 
Lehigh wideout and offensive 
coordinator Dave Cecchini. He is 
coming off a five-year run as the 
head coach at Valparaiso and will 
be asked to revive an offense that 
managed just 227.0 yards a game 
last year. 

The Bison’s top returnee 
is arguably junior linebacker 
Simeon Page, who was limited 
to seven games last season due 
to injury. 
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PIONEER-FOOTBALL.COM 


ROAD TRIPS 10 
DAYTON AND 
DAVIDSON COULD 
BE KEY FOR USO 


BY PATRICK STEVENS 
Street & Smith's correspondent 


Maybe, just maybe, this is the 
year for San Diego to slip. 

Until it actually happens, 
though, it’s hard to pick against 
the Toreros to win the Pioneer 
League. 

San Diego has reached the 
FCS playoffs in four of the 
last five years. It has won 29 
consecutive conference games 
and 38 out of 39. 

Nonetheless, coach Dale 
Lindsey's team edged Dayton 
by two last season and fended 
off Davidson 56-52 thanks to 
a touchdown in the final two 
minutes. Both teams could be 
better—and both are due visits 
from San Diego this fall. 

Elsewhere in the league, Drake 
appears to be well-positioned to 
remain an elite defensive team 
under a new coach, while Stetson 
will look to build off of its best 
season in more than 65 years. It 
should be a competitive race, but 
USD will surely again have a say 
in who claims the Pioneer crown. 


San Diego (9-3, 8-0 Pioneer) 
has quite the conundrum: 

How does it replace Anthony 
Lawrence, the quarterback who 
started the final 47 games of his 
career and owns school records 
in completions, passing yards 
and touchdown passes? 

Fifth-year senior Reid Sinnett 
was the favorite late in spring 
ball, but whoever wins the job 
will have the security blanket of 
senior wideout Michael Bandy, 
who led the FCS in receiving 
yards (1,698) and also caught 14 
touchdowns. 

For the Toreros to maintain 
their supremacy in the Pioneer 
League, they'll probably need to 
lean a little more on a defense 
that ranked ninth in the league in 
total yards allowed but was third 


in pass-efficiency defense. 

Drake (7-4, 6-2) opted for 
continuity after coach Rick 
Fox’s resignation in December, 
elevating defensive coordinator 
Todd Stepsis to the top job. 
Stepsis led a unit that finished 
sixth nationally in rushing 
defense and ninth in both scoring 
defense and total defense. 

Senior safety Will Warner 
was a first-team All-America 
pick last season after collecting 
eight interceptions to go with 
50 tackles. The Bulldogs will 
look to bolster an offense that 
ranked next to last in the Pioneer 
League in total yardage and last 
in rushing yards. 

It was quite the turnaround 
for Davidson (6-5, 3-5) last year, 
at least on offense. The Wildcats 
averaged 44.9 points, 557.6 
total yards and 438.6 rushing 
yards in coach Scott Abell’s first 
season. The latter two figures led 
the entire FCS, while Davidson 
was second nationally behind 
Princeton in scoring offense 
using Abell’s spread-option 
attack. 

Considering the Wildcats 
hadn‘t won a Pioneer League 
game since 2015, it was 
considerable progress. Expect 
more from a potent ground game 
led by junior Wesley Dugger, who 
rushed for 1,241 yards and 16 
touchdowns last season. 

Stetson (8-2, 6-2) is coming 
off its first winning season 
since 1951—granted, the 
school dropped football in the 
mid-1950s and didn’t resume 
play until this decade—and 
coach Roger Hughes earned a 
contract extension for last year’s 
breakout. Now the Hatters must 
move forward without star tight 
end Donald Parham and starting 
quarterback Colin McGovern. 

Still, seven starters return on 
offense, including sophomore 
tailback Jareem Westcott (774 
rushing yards, 13 TDs) and senior 
wideout Steven Burdette (769 
receiving yards, 10). The defense 
should be better if it can remain 
healthy, an issue much of last 
year. Senior linebacker Colby 
Duncan (team-high 88 tackles) 
anchors that side of the ball. 

Expect another solid season 
from Dayton (6-5, 5-3), which 
brings back seven starters on 
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TOP NFL 
PROSPECT 


WR, San Diego 


The 5-11, 190-pound 
Bandy put up monster 
numbers last season, going 
from a part-time starter as 
a sophomore to one of the 
most dangerous weapons 
in the FCS last fall. He 
had nine 100-yard games, 
including three of at least 
200 yards. Included was a 
324-yard, four-touchdown 
outburst against Davidson 
to help cement All-America 
honors. 


offense and six on defense 

from a team that won its final 
three games and dropped a 
two-point decision at San Diego. 
Quarterback Jack Cook, the 
Pioneer’s Offensive Freshman 

of the Year in 2018, is back 

after throwing for 2,421 yards, 
20 touchdowns and only two 
interceptions, while linebacker 
Andrew Lutgens (68 tackles, 10.0 
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for loss) is poised to lead the 
defense. 

Marist (5-6, 5-3) boasted 
the second-best defense in the 
Pioneer League last season, and 
that appears to again be the 
Red Foxes’ strength. Among the 
returnees are linebackers Maliek 
Carr and Grant Dixon, safety 
Justice Seales and cornerback 
Ryan Webb. All were honorable- 
mention all-conference picks 
last year. 

One of the biggest priorities for 
Butler (4-7, 2-6) will to be tighten 
up against the run. The Bulldogs 
allowed 231.7 yards per game on 
the ground last season, more than 
anyone in the Pioneer League 
other than Morehead State. 

The Bulldogs do return a pair 

of second-team all-conference 
options in safety Luke Sennett, 
who is coming off of Butler's first 
100-tackle season since 2012, and 
linebacker Mason Brunner. 

After three losing seasons 
ina row, 

(3-8, 2-6) could be poised for 
improvement. The Eagles return 
three fifth-year seniors on the 
offensive line, and tailback 
Jovan Smith (5.9 yards a carry) is 
also back. However, Morehead 
must find a replacement for 
quarterback Lawson Page, who 
accounted for 24 touchdowns 
last year and led the Eagles in 
passing and rushing. 

Jacksonville (2-8, 1-7) will 
again field a triple-option offense, 
one that piled up the third-most 
rushing yards per game in the 
FCS last year. However, the 
Dolphins must tighten up a 
defense that surrendered 6.7 
yards per play and 38.7 points 
per game—the latter number 
coming despite leading the 
Pioneer League in time of 
possession. 

Valparaiso (2-9, 2-6) stayed 
within the league to find its new 
coach when Dave Cecchini 
left for the top job at Bucknell. 
Landon Fox spent the last 
11 seasons as an assistant at 
Dayton, and the former defensive 
coordinator figures to improve 
a group that finished in the 
middle of the pack last season. 
Valpo’s greater issue, though, is 
an offense that ranked eighth in 
the Pioneer in scoring and last in 
total yardage. 
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ITS LOOKING LIKE 
TERRIER TIME 
AGAIN IN THE 
SOUTHERN 


BY PAT YASINSKAS 
Street & Smith’s correspondent 


Parity was the story of 
last season in the Southern 
Conference and that’s not likely 
to change this year. All but two of 
nine teams went .500 or better 
in conference play in 2018 and 
five teams finished with winning 
records overall. 

Traditional power Wofford 
enters this season as the favorite, 
but Furman and East Tennessee 
State should be contenders. 

The Paladins and Buccaneers 
equaled Wofford’s 6-2 record in 
conference play last year. The 
Terriers could be even better, 
though, because they have a 
year of experience in coach Josh 
Conklin’s system. 


Wofford (9-4, 6-2 SoCon) 
didn’t miss a beat last year 
as Josh Conklin took over for 
longtime head coach Mike Ayers, 
who won 207 games in 30 years 
with the Terriers. Wofford has 
nine starters returning on offense 
from a team that averaged 29.6 
points a game and five starters 
return on defense. 

The Terriers rushed 662 
times for 4,058 yards and 38 
touchdowns in 2018, but the two 
top rushers are gone. Conklin 
says he wants more out of the 
passing game this year. 

Quarterbacks Joe Newman 
and Miller Mosley split time 
last season and that likely will 
continue. The defense should get 
a boost from the return of nose 
tackle Mikel Horton, who played 
in only three games before 
suffering an injury. 

Furman (6-4, 6-2) isa 
legitimate threat to win the 
conference, but a big issue 
facing the Paladins is how to 
replace quarterback Harris 
Roberts. The most likely 
candidate for that job is redshirt 


PREDICTIONS 
© Wofford 

© Furman 

© East Tennessee State 
© Chattanooga 

© Mercer 

© Samford 

@ The Citadel 

© Western Carolina 

© vm 


freshman Darren Grainger. 

The good news is Grainger 
has a strong supporting cast. 
All five offensive linemen return 
and running backs Devin Wynn 
and Corey Watkins can take the 


pressure off of the passing game. 


Defensively, Furman will be led 
by linebacker Adrian Hope, who 
had an FCS-high 15.0 sacks as a 
freshman. 

East Tennessee State (8-4, 
6-2) was the biggest surprise 
in the SoCon last season 
as former Florida State and 
Tennessee offensive coordinator 
Randy Sanders came in and 
immediately turned things 
around. 


SOUTHERN 


The biggest question mark 
for the Buccaneers will be at 
quarterback, where part-time 
starters Logan Marchi and 
Austin Herink are both gone. 
Trey Mitchell, Cameron Lewis, 
Tyrique Sandusky and freshman 
Tyler Riddell will compete for 
the starting job. The rest of 
the offense is promising with 
sophomore running backs 
Quay Holmes and Jacob Saylors 
coming off impressive seasons. 
Safety Tyree Robinson and end 
Nasir Player are the top returning 
players on defense. 

Chattanooga (6-5, 4-4) has 
anew coach in Rusty Wright 
and the Mocs have a chance 
to be the conference's most 
improved team. The offense 
returns nine starters and receiver 
Bryce Nunnelly and quarterback 
Nick Tiano are one of the most 
explosive pass-and-catch duos 
in the conference. The defense 
returns six starters. 

Mercer (5-6, 4-4) struggled 
defensively last season, but new 
coordinator Mike Adams inherits 
eight starters. The offense has 
two decent quarterbacks in 
Robert Riddle and Kaelan Riley, 
but don’t expect the Bears to 


TOP NFL PROSPECT 


Justus Basinger 
G, Wofford 


With a strong senior season, the 6-4, 305-pound Basinger 
could work his way into the middle rounds of the NFL Draft. 
He is already on the NFL's radar after a junior season in which 
he earned third-team All-America and first-team All-Southern 
Conference honors. Basinger started all 13 games at right guard 
and helped pave the way for Wofford to average 312.2 rushing 


yards per game. 
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be a pass-happy team. Instead, 
they'll rely more on a running 
game that features Tyray 
Devezin, who averaged 5.6 yards 
a carry last season. 

No team in the conference 
suffered bigger losses to 
graduation than Samford (6-5, 
5-3). Quarterback Devlin Hodges, 
wide receiver Kelvin McKnight 
and defensive lineman Ahmad 
Gooden, each of whom earned 
All-America honors, are gone. 
Replacing Hodges will be the 
big task and no clear-cut leader 
emerged in spring practice. 
Whoever ends up calling the 
signals will have the luxury of 
playing behind a veteran line and 
throwing to 5-8 wideout Chris 
Shelling, who caught 136 passes 
and 16 touchdowns over the last 
two seasons. On defense, the 
Bulldogs will be led by linebacker 
Tre’Shun Floyd and linemen 
Justin Foster and Jalen Nash. 

The Citadel (5-6, 4-4) has a 
chance to be competitive, mainly 
because 10 starters return on 
offense. The development of 
quarterback Brandon Rainey will 
be a key. Rainey showed promise 
as he took over as the starter late 
last season and led the Bulldogs 
to a 3-1 finish. The defense needs 
to improve and that’s why new 
coordinator Tony Grantham was 
brought in. He has a building 
block in linebacker Willie Eubanks 
Wh. 

Western Carolina (3-8, 1-7), 
which faces a tough schedule 
that includes Alabama and 
N.C. State, is rebuilding. That's 
especially true on defense, where 
the Catamounts lost several 
of their top tacklers from last 
season. But the offense should 
be in better shape because 
versatile quarterback Tyrie 
Adams and talented skill-position 
players return. 

VMI (1-10, 0-8) has lost 22 
straight conference games 
dating back to 2016, but 
things could improve in 2019 
because 19 of 22 starters return. 
Quarterback Reece Udinski 
threw for 3,082 yards and 20 
touchdowns last season and 
his favorite target, junior wide 
receiver Kris Thornton, is back 
to throw to. Defensive back A.J. 
Smith is the team’s best player 
on that side of the ball. 
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SOUTHLAND 
TEAMS SHOULD 
BE SALUTING 
COLONELS AGAIN 


BY TIM BUCKLEY 
Lafayette (La.) Daily Advertiser 


Nicholls was the Southland’s 
best in 2018 but shared the 
conference title with Incarnate 
Word because the Cardinals were 
predesignated to play one fewer 
league game than the rest of the 
teams. 

Incarnate Word and Lamar 
joined the Colonels in the FCS 
playoffs; all could return, but a 
few others could go too. 


It started with an upset 
overtime win at Kansas, the only 
victory for an FCS school in 2018 
over a Power Five program. It 
ended with a second-round FCS 
playoff loss, Last season was a 
solid one for Nicholls (9-4, 7-2 
Southland), and now coach Tim 
Rebowe’'s Colonels seek a third 
straight postseason berth. They'll 
pursue it behind the school’s 
career passing leader, Chase 
Fourcade, the reigning Southland 
Player of the Year. Running back 
Dontrell Taylor (990 rushing 
yards) also returns for an offense 
that led the league in rushing but 
loses four starters up front. 

Two all-league choices— 
lineman Sully Laiche (8.5 sacks) 
and linebacker Evan Veron (22.0 
tackles for loss)—remain on a 
defense that finished seventh in 
the FCS in tackles for loss. 

Riding nine straight winning 
seasons, 

(6-5, 5-4) must regroup. After 

a 1-2 start last year, Ty Brock 
replaced Rutgers transfer Mike 
Dare and threw for 2,417 yards. 
Brock loses All-Southland wide 
receiver Davion Davis, but 1,000- 
yard receiver Nathan Stewart 
remains and University of Texas 
transfer Toneil Carter will join top 
returning rusher Kyran Jackson in 
the Bearkats’ backfield. 

Defensively, SHSU loses 
FCS All-America end Derick 


Roberson (15.0 sacks) but returns 
All-Southland cornerback Zyon 
McCollum while adding UTEP 
transfer Trace Mascorro on the 
line and ex-Oregon State starter 
Dwayne Williams at cornerback. 

Coach Mike Schultz's contract 
was extended through 2021 after 
he won his last six regular-season 
games last year, taking Lamar 
(7-5, 6-3) from 2-9 in 2017 to its 
first FCS playoff appearance. 

The Cardinals, chasing their 
first back-to-back winning 
seasons since 1966-67, lose QB 
Darrel Colbert Jr., Southland 
Offensive Lineman of the Year 
Garrett Bowery and the entire 
starting secondary. 

But 600-yard rushers Myles 
Wanza and A.J. Walker return, 
as does Old Dominion transfer 
Jordan Hoy, who made three 
starts at QB after Colbert got 
hurt and shared honors for 
Southland Newcomer of the 
Year. Lamar also has University of 
Tennessee transfer Will McBride, 
who started one game under 
center for the Volunteers in 2017, 
waiting in the wings. 

In his first season at Incarnate 
Word (6-5, 6-2), reigning 
Southland Coach of the Year 
Eric Morris turned a 1-10 team 
into one that led the league in 
total offense and made its FCS 
playoffs debut. The Cardinals 
rode the arm of surprising 
freshman QB Jon Copeland, but 
a late-season knee injury kept 
him out of spring drills, so 2017 
starter Sean Brophy is expected 
to challenge Copeland for the 
starting job after receiving first- 
team snaps in the spring. 

Morris loses conference 
rushing leader Ra’Quanne 
Dickens, All-Southland defensive 
lineman Justin Alexandre, leading 
tackler Silas Stewart and top 
receivers Kody Edwards and 
Phillip Baptiste. But linebacker 
Mar’kel Cooks remains, Ameer 
King and juco transfer Kevin 
Brown should fill the void at 
running back, Lamont Johnson is 
a quality wideout and the entire 
line, including All-Southland 
center Brandon Floores, returns 
from a 5,315-yard offense. 

After ending 2018 with three 
straight losses, MeNeese (6-5, 
5-4) replaced coach Lance 
Guidry, now Southeastern 


PREDICTIONS 


© Nicholls 

© Sam Houston State 
© Lamar 

© Incarnate Word 

© McNeese 

© Abilene Christian 
© Northwestern State 
© Southeastern Louisiana 
© Central Arkansas 
‘© Stephen F. Austin 
© Houston Baptist 


TOP NEL 
PROSPECT 
Mitchell Watanabe 


OL, Sam Houston State 


Watanabe was a first- 
team All-Southland pick 
in 2017 when he started 14 
games for an offense that 
allowed just 16 sacks and 
averaged an FCS-high 538.1 
yards per game. But injuries 
limited the 6-4, 335-pound 
left tackle to just three 
games last season, giving 
hima fifth eligibility year 
that could help his NFL 
readiness. 


Louisiana’s defensive 
coordinator, with former Texas 
and South Florida offensive 
coordinator Sterlin Gilbert. 
Cody Orgeron, LSU head 
coach Ed Orgeron’s son, is 
coming off some late-season 
starts in 2018 and opened the 
spring vying for the top QB job 
with Cam Smith and Matt Keller. 
McNeese loses All-America 
linebacker BJ Blunt, the 2018 
Southland Defensive Player of 
the Year, but all-conference 
cornerback Colby Burton returns. 
After posting its first winning 
record since 2013 and winning 
four of its last five, Abilene’ 
Christian (6-5, 5-4) returns All- 
Southland linebacker Jeremiah 
Chambers (113 tackles), QB Luke 
Anthony (3,019 passing yards) 
and Southland co-Newcomer 
of the Year Billy McCrary (8.2 
yards per carry) at running back. 
Liberty transfer Lionell McConnell 
eases the loss of five widesouts. 
With a team-high 82 tackles, 
league-high five interceptions, 
two fumble recoveries and 
a blocked kick last year, 


All-Southland safety Hayden 

Bourgeois is among seven 

defensive regulars returning at 
(5-6, 4-5), 

Quarterback Shelton Eppler 
(26 touchdown throws) and 
running back Jared West also 
return for the Demons, as does 
offensive lineman Chris Zirkle. 

Entering his second year 
at Southeastern Louisiana 
(4-7, 4-5), coach Frank Scelfo 
picked up former University 
of Arkansas quarterback Cole 
Kelley and juco transfer Mason 
Schucker to complement 2018 
starter Chason Virgil, who threw 
for a league-high 3,034 yards 
last season. That allows 2017 
Southland Newcomer of the Year 
Lorenzo Nunez to play full time at 
receiver. 

After quarterback Breylin 
Smith had ankle surgery 
following four starts last season, 
Luke Hales took over and 
Central Arkansas (6-5, 5-4) 
fell just short of a third straight 
playoff appearance. Both return 
for coach Nathan Brown, as do 
four All-Southland picks: running 
back Carlos Blackman, offensive 
lineman Hunter Watts, defensive 
end Chris Terrell and safety Juan 
Jackson. University of Arkansas 
transfers Jarrod Barnes and 
Tobias Enlow should improve 
the situation at wideout. Juco 
transfer Malik Wilson could be a 
difference-maker at linebacker. 

After Clint Conque resigned 
amid a university-policy 
investigation and Jeff Byrd 
was 2018's interim coach, 

Colby Carthel left 2017 Division 
2 national champion Texas 
A&M-Commerce for the top job 
at Stephen'F. Austin (2-8, 2-7) 
and brought his two coordinators 
with him. Safety Alize Ward, 
quarterback Jake Blumrick and 
receiver Tamrick Pace return 
for the Lumberjacks, whose 
defensive line gets a boost from 
highly touted freshman signee 
Carl Williams. 

Houston Baptist (1-10, 0-9), 
whose only 2018 win was its 
season opener against Division 
2 Southwest Baptist, returns 
experienced QB Bailey Zappe. 
Zappe still has wide receiver 
Jerreth Sterns, who led the 
Southland as a freshman with 68 
receptions. 


2019 STREET & SMITH'S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


GWAC THRONE 10 BE 
HOME OF BRAVES 


BY LUT WILLIAMS 
Black College Sports Page 


The new SWAC commissioner, 
Dr. Charles McClelland, the 
former athletic director at Prairie 
View A&M and Texas Southern, 
took the reins of the conference 
at the beginning of the year. 
One of the decisions he and 
the Council of Presidents have 
to make is where the league’s 
championship game for football 
will be played. Plans were to 
return last year’s game to Legion 
Field in Birmingham, Ala., but 
a scheduling snafu moved it to 
Alcorn State. The decision will 
likely be up for discussion when 
he and the Council meet the first 
week of June. 


EAST DIVISION 

It’s hard to pick against 
defending champion Aleorn’ 
State (9-4, 6-1 SWAC). The 
Braves have the league’s top 
dual-threat quarterback in 
senior Noah Johnson (1,080 
rushing yards, 11 TDs; 2,207 
passing yards, 15 TDs), the most 
productive running back in senior 
De’Shawn Waller (1,206 rushing 
yards, 12 TDs) and its top three 
receivers on an offense that 
returns four starting linemen, 
including three All-SWAC 
choices. 

The defense returns four 
first-team All-SWAC selections: 
pass-rushing specialist Terry 
Whittington (9.0 sacks, 14.5 
tackles for loss), linebacker 
Solomon Muhammad (64 
tackles), strong safety 
Qwynnterrio Cole (team-leading 
76 tackles) and cornerback Javen 
Morrison (4 interceptions). 

The hiring of offense-minded 
coach Connell Maynor last year 
produced a winning season for 
Alabama A&M (6-5, 5-2), the 
first since 2012. While the offense 
took off under sophomore 
quarterback Aqeel Glass (2,421 
passing yards, 20 TDs), the 
Bulldogs were among the league 
leaders in total and rushing 
defense. That unit lost four of its 


PREDICTIONS 


EAST DIVISION 

© Alcorn State 

@ Alabama A&M 

© Jackson State 

© AlabamaState 

© Mississippi Valley State 
WEST DIVISION 

© Southern 

© Prairie View A&M 
© Grambling State 

© Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
© Texas Southern 


TOP NEL 
PROSPECT 
Terry Whittington 
DE, Alcorn State 


The 6-5, 234-pound 
Whittington burst onto 
the national scene (FCS 
Defensive Player of the 
Week) last season when he 
was a one-man wrecking 
crew against Grambling 
State, posting career highs 
of 15 tackles, 6.0 tackles for 
loss, 4.5 sacks and a forced 
fumble in Alcorn's 33-26 
win over the Tigers, He's a 
quick and athletic force on 
a defense that led the FCS 
in sacks (52) and tackles 
for loss (124). His skills and 
measurables are similar 
to former All-Pro and NFL, 
Hall-of-Famer Jason Taylor. 


top five tacklers and only returns 
linebacker Armoni Holloway 
(team-leading 108 tackles). 

Running back Jordan Bentley 
(509 yards, 7 TDs) still hopes to 
regain the form that made him 
the SWAC’s Freshman of the 
Year in 2016. He'll run behind 
an experienced offensive line. 
Brian Jenkins Jr. (48 receptions), 
Zabrian Moore (24) and Nathaniel 
Dell (30.3 yards per catch, 3 TDs) 
make up a young and talented 
receiving corps. 

Jackson State (5-5, 4-3) 
made a late push for the division 
title after John Hendrick took 
over as interim head coach with 
three games to go in the season. 
Winning two of those contests 
earned him the permanent 
job. Hendrick is revamping the 
schemes and has brought in Ron 


Dickerson Jr. to coordinate the 
offense and Lionel Stokes to lead 
the defense. 

Dickerson will help decide 
between Western Michigan 
transfer Matt Little or holdover 
Derrick Ponder at quarterback. 
Ole Miss transfer D.D. Bowie, 

a former four-star recruit who 
played defensive back for the 
Rebels, is expected to line up at 
receiver for the Tigers. 

A five-overtime victory against 
Alcorn State was the highlight 
of a difficult 2018 season for 

(4-7, 3-4) and 
coach Donald Hill-Eley. New 
coordinators are on board. 
Travis Pearson was promoted 
to defensive coordinator while 
former South Carolina State 
offensive coordinator Joe 
Blackwell will run the offense. 

Hill-Eley hopes the staff 
shakeup will get more out of 
quarterback Kha‘Darris Davis 
(961 passing yards, 10 TDs) and 
multipurpose back Ezra Gray 
(384 rushing yards, 608 return 
yards), plus toughen a defense 
led by linebacker Darron Johnson 
that surrendered a league-worst 
270.8 rushing yards per game. 

Despite its record, 

Valley State (1-10, 1-6) showed 
improvement and some fight 

in its first season under coach 
Vincent Dancy last year, beating 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff and battling 
Grambling and Alabama State to 
the wire. The offense will be built 
around playmaker Dejerric Bryant 
at quarterback and running back 
John Derrick Smith. The defense 
will feature undersized but 
productive linebackers Tadarius 
Davis and Tracy Thompkins. 


WEST DIVISION 

By the end of last season, 
Ladarius Skelton (530 rushing 
yards, 8 TDs; 997 passing yards, 
10 TDs) of Southern (7-4, 6-1) 
was arguably the second-most 
productive and effective 
quarterback in the SWAC. His 
installation after the Jaguars’ 
2-3 start helped fuel a five-game 
winning streak that led to the 
West Division championship. 

Skelton should be better 
playing with an offensive line 
that returns four starters and has 
weapons in running back Devon 
Benn (788 rushing yards) and 
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wide receiver Kendall Catalon (33 
receptions, 5 TDs). The defense 
returns league sack leader Jordan 
Lewis (12.0 sacks) among nine 
starters, including six of the top 
seven tacklers. 

No team started hotter last 
season than Prairie View A&M 
(5-6, 4-3). The Panthers had 
three big early wins but lost three 
games late that knocked them 
out of contention for a division 
title. They return key players on 
offense, including quarterback 
Jalen Morton (874 rushing yards, 
10 TDs; 2,344 passing yards, 

18 TDs) running back Dawonya 
Tucker (1,096 rushing yards, 6 
TDs), receiver Tristen Wallace (38 
receptions, 629 yards, 4 TDs) and 
tight end Zarrian Holcombe (26 
receptions, 7 TDs). 

Two-time All-SWAC 
cornerback Ju’Anthony Parker 
and safety Drake Cheatum are 
the returning leaders on defense. 

Inconsistency at quarterback 
and an underperforming defense 
led to (6-5, 
4-3) losing its grip on the 
West last year after winning 
three straight division titles. 
Quarterback Geremy Hickbottom 
(500 rushing yards, 8 TDs; 1,945 
passing yards, 16 TDs) took 
control of the Tigers’ offense in 
the second half of the season and 
played well enough to throw a 
scare into Southern in a division- 
deciding game. Coach Broderick 
Fobbs needs to find playmakers 
to complement Hickbottom. 

There weren't a lot of positives 
in Cedric Thomas’ first year as 
head coach at 
Bluff (2-9, 1-6), but first-team All- 
SWAC selections Taeyler Porter 
(1,220 rushing yards, 9 TDs), 
DeJuan Miller (56 receptions, 801 
yards, 6 TDs) and Jalen Steward 
(70 tackles, 16.0 tackles for loss, 
7.0 sacks) give Thomas some 
playmakers to build around. 

Former Houston area high 
school coach Clarence McKinney 
returns to his hometown to take 
over as head coach at Texas) 
Southern (2-9, 1-6) after stints 
as an assistant to Kevin Sumlin at 
Houston, Texas A&M and Arizona. 
He plans to use his strong ties to 
the state on the recruiting trail 
to reverse the Tigers’ stretch of 
losing seasons that now stands 
at nine. 


—Al 
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2019 FCS SCHEDULES =» Compiled by Will Long 


ABILENE CHRISTIAN 
Abilene, TX 

A.31 @North Texas 

$.7__ ArizonaChristian 


$14 @Central Arkansas 716 
$.21 McNeese 21-24 
$.28 @lncarnateWord 34-44 
0.5 @lamar 

0.12 HoustonBaptist 38-13 
0.19 StephenF. Austin 21-24 
0.26 @Nicholls 28-12 
N.9 SamHouston State 17-10 
N16 Southeastern Louisiana 48-27 
N23 @Mississippi State 

COACH: Adam Dorre! 

2018 RECORD: 6-5 

ALABAMA A&M 

Normal, AL 

S.1__ Morehouse” 

S.7__ Arkansas-Pine Bluff 45-14 
$14 @NorthAlabama 20-25 
$.21, @Samford 

$.28 CentralState** 

0.5 TexasSouthern 42-21 
0.12 @GramblingState 16-29 
0.26 AlabamaState*** 27-10 
N.2  @Southern 21-29 
N.9 _JacksonState 21-16 
NAG @AlcornState 26-35 
N.23 Mississippi Valley State 42-14 
“Canton, OH; **Mobile, AL; ***Birmingham, AL 
COACH: Connell Maynor 

2018 RECORD: 6-5 

ALABAMA STATE 
Montgomery, AL 

A.29 @UAB 

S.7_ Tuskegee 26-20 
S14 KennesawState 13-62 
$.21 GramblingState 0-34 
0.5  AlcornState 28-25 
0.12 @JacksonState 2-20 
0.26 Alabama A&M* 10-27 
N.2  @Mississippi Valley State 31-24 


N.9  @Texas Southern 30-21 
N1G @Florida State 


N.28 Prairie View A&M 13-66 
“AtBirmingham, AL 

COACH: Donald Hill-Eley 

2018 RECORD: 4-7 

ALBANY 

Albany, NY 

4.29 @Central Michigan 

S.7__ Bryant 

$.14 @Monmouth 

$.21 Lafayette 

S.28 William & Mary 22-25 
0.5 @Richmond 24-27 
0.12 @Towson 28-56 
0.19 Rhodelsland 26-45 
N.2 Maine 9-28 
N.9  @Delaware 16-21 
NIG NewHampshire 10-24 
N.23 @Stony Brook 25-23 
COACH: Greg Gattuso 

2018 RECORD: 3-8 

ALCORN STATE 

Lorman, MS 

A.31 @Southern Miss 

S.7__ MississippiCollege 

$14 @McNeese 

$.21_ Prairie View A&M 21-13 
S.28 Mssissipp Valo State 56-20 
0.5 @AlabamaState 25-28 
0.12 Savannah State 

0.26 Southern 37-28 
N.9  @Grambling State 33-26 
N16 AlabamaA&M 35-26 
N.23 @JacksonState 24-3 


COACH: Fred McNair 
2018 RECORD: 9-4 


ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 
Pine Bluff, AR 


A31_ @TCU 


$7 @Alabama A&M 14-45 
$.14_ Langston 

$.21 Tennessee State* 

$.28 Southern 24-56 
0.5 Lane 

0.12 _ Mississippi Valley State i 48 
0.26 Grambling State 38-45 
N.2 @JacksonState 27-30 
N.Q  @Prairie View A&M 13-62 
N.23 Texas Southern 15-10 
“TBD 


COACH: Cedric Thomas 
2018 RECORD: 2-9 


AUSTIN PEAY 
Clarksville, TN 

A.31_ NorthCarolinaCentral 
$7 Cetra Arkansas 


0 

0.19 Sautbeast sea 

0.26 @Tennessee Tech 

LS EasternKentucky — 
T Martin 


Hy a flare ate 21-52 


COACH: Mark Hudspeth 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 


BETHUNE-COOKMAN 
Daytona Beach, FL 

S.1__ Jackson State” 
S.7SoutheasternLouisiana 
S14 @Miami( (Ha) 

ee alsa Valley State 


41-27 
35-41 
05 = it ~ 30-28 
012 — North Carolina Central 28-25 


0.19 NortolkState 

0.26 @SouthCarolinaState 28-26 

N.S @DelawareState 

N.16_ @North Carolina A&T 10-35 

N23 Florida A&M** 33-19 

*Atlanta, GA; **Orlando, FL 

COACH: Terry Sims 

2018 RECORD: 7-5 

BROWN 

Providence, RI 

$.21_ @Bryant 

$.28 @Harvard 17-31 

0.5 Rhodelsland 0-48 

0.12 HolyCross 

0.19 Princeton 10-48 

0.26 @Cornell 16-34 

N.2 nnsylvania 7-43 

N.9 Yale — 16-46 

N16 @Columbia 20-42 

N.23 Dartmouth T-49 

COACH: James Perry 

2018 RECORD: 1-9 

BRYANT 

Smithfield, RI 

A298 Ostomy Brook 2-50 

$7 eal any = 

$14 Fordham 42-41 

$.21_ Brown 

§.28 St.Francis (Pa.) 14-27 

0.5  @Merrimac 

0.12. LongIsland 

0.19 @CentralConnecticutState 14-48 
6 @Robert Mo 49-46 

N2 26-49 

2-20 
__ 36-52 

COACH: Chris Merritt 

2018 RECORD: 6-5 

BUCKNELL 

Lewisburg, PA 

Al Glemple 

$7 Sacred Heart 14-30 

S14 7-49 

$.28° Princeton 

0.5 HolyCross 19-16 

Ne ~@Colgate $27 
0.19 @Towson 

0.26 @lafayette 21-29 

N93 Lehigh 17-45 

N16 Geo Tar —— 3.44 

N.23 @Fordham 1447 

COACH: Dave Cecchini 

2018 RECORD: 1-10 

BUTLER 

Indianapolis, IN 

A.31_ North Dakota State* z— 

S.7 Indiana Wesleyan —— 

S14 Taree : 37, 

$.21 @Princeton 7-50 

0.5 @Stetson 28-23 

0.12 Drake 6-36 

0.19 @MoreheadState 24-21 

0.26 Jacksonville 44-48 
. Marist = 

NS idson 38-41 

NIG Yepersiso 17-35 

N23 @Dayton 28-38 

“Minneapolis, MN 

COACH: Jeff Voris 

2018 RECORD: 4-7 


184 2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


CALPOLY 
San Luls Obispo, CA 
A.31 SanDiego 
$7 @WeberState 17-24 
$14 @OregonState 
$.28 @SouthernUtah 38-24 
0.5  MontanaState 42-49 
0.12 @UCDavis © 10-52 
0.19 NorthDakota 
bes SacramentoState 4\-27 
paso 
Nis ‘astern Washington 17-70 
N.23 @Northern Colorado 
COACH: Tim Walsh 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 
CAMPBELL 
Buies Creek, NC 
43 Troy 
7 Som 42-0 
iy mye 
0.5 Presbyterian 34-6 
Ae Hampton 
0.26 ‘@Gardner Webb ~ ~7-35 
2 @NorthAlabama 30-7 
NO Kennesaw State 0-49 
N16 Monmouth 21-38 
N.23“@Charleston Southern TR 
COACH: Mike Minter 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
Conway, AR 
ia Biestern Kentucky 
$f eelat 
ie Christian 16-7 
foe ltl 
0.12 McNeese : 21-23 
0.19 @Northwestern State — 3-7 
0.26 paFfonston State ~ 31-34 
Lam: 24-38 
Ng utheasteraLouislana 33-25 
N16 StephenF. Austin 27-17 
N.22 @lncarnateWord 27-40 
COACH: Nathan Brown 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
CENTRAL CONN. STATE 
New Britain, CT 
A.31_ @Fordham WB 
$7 Merrimack = 
S14 @Valparaiso 
$.21 @Eastern Michigan 
0.5  @SacredHeart 2 
0.12 gtakenbie = 4-4) 
0.19 Bryant 48-14 
0.26 Long ped : 
N2 49-24 
No 1 Francis (Pa) 30-14 
ph Robert Morris 56-35 
N.23° @Duquesne = 1-38 
COACH: Ryan McCarthy 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
Charleston, SC 
A.31 @Furman 
$7 @SouthCarolina = 
$14" NorthCarolina A&T : 
aa The Citadel 14-43 
0.5 Savannah State 3-23 
ee Kennesaw State 10-38 
0.19 Herta Nisha 
0.26 3-37 
N2 re Heb = 16-0 
NS = 48-14 
Lt a res eran _ ALT 
‘ampbel W27 
cone Autry Denson 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 
CHATTANOOGA 
Chattanooga, TN 
A.31_ Easternillinois 
$7 @Jacksonville State 
$14 @Tennessee 
$.21 James Madison 
$.28 Vestere Carola 26-6 
05 piercer 9-13 
0.17 a Teanesuee Stata 14-17 
0.26 pioton 10-21 
W.2 Furman 10-16 
NS amford 27-20 
NA Citade 29-28 
VM 34-27 
COACH: Rusty Wright 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
THE CITADEL 
Charleston, SC 
A.31_ Towson 27-44 
S.7 @Elon 


Tech 
Seer 
28 om ‘ord 


$. 

S 

8. 

05 

0.12 WesternCarolina 
0.19 @Furman 

0.26 Mercer 

He — 


16 @Chattanooga 
N.23° Wofford 


COACH: Brent Thompson 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 


COLGATE 
Hamilton, NY 


A.24 Villanova 
A31 @AirForce 
S. ison 


bn ban im 
19 @C 


a6 atte 
COACH: Dan Hunt 
2018 RECORD: 10-2 


COLUMBIA 
New York, NY 

$.21 St Erecte(Pa} 
‘: 6 sorgatown 


bi 2 
0.19 Pennsylvania 

0.26 @Dartmouth 

N22 @Yal 


| Bagnoli 
2018 RECORD: 6-4 


CORNELL 
Ithaca, NY 


$.21_ @Marist 
$.28 @Yale — 


eth 
ennsylvania 

N16 rte jouth 

N23 Aan 

COACH: David Archer 

2018 RECORD: 3-7 


DARTMOUTH 
Hanover, NH 


$.21_ @Jacksonville 
8 Colgate 


COACH: Budcy Teevens 
2018 RECORD: 9-1 


DAVIDSON 
Davidson, NC 
A.31_ Georgetown 


N16 eon 
N.23 Drake 


COACH: Scott Abell 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 


DAYTON 
Dayton, OH 

S.7__ @lndiana State 
$14 efoto 
Duquesne 


2 ile ead State 
N16 @Drake 


23-0 


Face i> npr 
Seostoun 


N.23 Butler 38-28 
COACH: Rick Chamberlin 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
DELAWARE 
Newark, DE 
A.29 DelawareState 
$7 @Rhodelsland 9-21 
$.14 North DakotaState 10-38 
$.21 Pennsylvania 
$.28 ern 
0.12 ee 28-16 
0.19 NewHampshire — 38-14 
0.26 Richmont 43-28 
Hi Toerson 40-36 
oat 2116 
Nis Stony Brook 3-17 
N23 @Villanova 21-42 
COACH: Danny Rocco 
2018 RECORD: 7-5 
DELAWARE STATE 
Dover, DE 
A.29 @Delaware 
$14 Lincoln(Pa.) 
$.21 Howard 13-55 
$.28 @North Carolina A&T 6-34 
0.5  SouthCarolinaState 19-30 
012 Gucraan state 0-9 
os 
Fare acme taal 28-13 
rf Florida A&M 
N.9 Bethune-Cookman 
NAG Norfolk State 28-54 
N.23 "St.Francis (Pa.) 14-45 
COACH: Rod Milstead 
2018 RECORD: 3-8 
DRAKE 
Des Moines, |A 
A3l forth Dakota 
# ruman State 
$.14 eee Uaeaa sine 
td a farist 13-10 
jaraiso 42-25 
bn utler 36-6 
aie sled Site 3-6 
1 fis ego 10-27 
sonville 41-9 
28-17 
Hh “ellatson 
COACH: Todd Stepsis 
2018 RECORD: 7-4 
DUQUESNE 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Ss ou 5 
f stown State 
ain 
% lampshire 
05 fenteae = 
0.19 @SacredHeart 28-24 
0.26 Wagner 4AT-30. 
N.2 St.Francis (Pa.) 27-20 
Ng jobert Morris 48-24 
NAG fren 20-21 
N23 enval Connsetcat Sate — 38-31 
COACH: Jerry Schmitt 
2018 RECORD: 9-4 
EAST TENNESSEE STATE 
Johnson City, TN 
A31 lachian State 
$7 a — = 
$14 VMI 27-24 
$.21 Austin Peay 
$.28 Gruman 29-21 
0.5 Wofford 17-30 
0.17 @Chattanooga 17-14 
0.26 Renters 27-38 
N2 Cita 26-23 
N.S @Western Carolina 45-43 
NIG Mercer 21-18 
N.23° @Vanderbilt 
COACH: Randy Sanders 
2018 RECORD; 8-4 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
Charleston, IL 
4B at Sriytenoone 
ia 10-48 
41-55 
52-38 
41-48 
22-49 
24-21 
23-31 
40-41 
h § 32-38 
N.23 @AustinPeay_ 2-21 


COACH: Adam Cushing 
2018 RECORD: 3-8 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 
Richmond, KY 
A.29 Valparaiso 
$7 @Louisville 
$.14 @lndiana State 
$.21 @Preshyterian 
$.28 eonescae ake 
bia eMurays rer 
ray State 
0.26 @Easternllinois 31-23 
N.2  AustinPeay 1-13 
Ng pSoutenss Missoni 2344 
NIG Tennessee Tech 31-6 
N.23 @Jacksonville State 756 
COACH: Mark Elder 
2018 RECORD: 7-4 
EASTERN WASHINGTON 
Cheney, WA 
4.31 @Washington 
a Lindenwood (Mo.) 
$14 @Jacksonville State 
$.21 @ldaho 38-14 
$.28 NorthDakota 
0.5 @SacramentoState 
0.12 ern Colorado 48-13 
0.26 @Montana 
N.2— Northern Arizona 31-26 
Ngo sg 
NAG pa 70-17 
N23 le ae 14-23 
COACH: Aaron Best 
2018 RECORD: 12-3 
ELON 
Elon, NC 
QI inh meteahtl 
Su @Richmond 38-28 
S.21 @WakeForest 
$.28 James Madison 27-24 
0.5 @NewHampshire 30-9 
elaware 16-28 
0.26 @Rhodelsland 24-21 
illiam & Mary 
NO Maine 26-21 
N.23 @Towson 10-41 
COACH: Tony Trisciani 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
FLORIDA A&M 
ae FL 
sit fa tft Sut M7 
$.28 ortlk State 11-0 
05 h Carolina Central 55-14 
0.12 @South Carolina State 21-44 
0.19 NorthCarolinaA&T 22-21 
os Morgan State 38-3 
laleone diate 
23-31 
K B Peal ‘Cookman* 19-33 
“Orlando, FL 
COACH: Willie Simmons 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
FORDHAM 
Bronx, NY 
A.31 CentralConnecticut State 13-24 
S.7  @BallState 
$14 @Bryant 41-42 
$.21 @Stony Brook 6-28 
$.28 Richmond 752 
bi ater ti 11:23 
eorgetown Pp 
es ie 
afayette 
Ng are 0-41 
NIG 13-417 
N23 Bue! nell 14 
COACH: Joe Conlin 
2018 RECORD: 2-9 
FURMAN 
Greenville, SC 
A.31 Charleston Southern 
S.7 @GeorgiaState 
on @Virginia Tech 
S.21. Mercer 35-30 
$.28 East Tennessee State 27-29 
0.5 @Samfo 25-38 
0.19 TheCita 28-17 
0.26 @WesternCarolina 44-38 
he Gc hatanooge 16-10 
49-13 
Ni @Wofford 34-14 
N.23 Point (Ga.) 
COACH: Clay Hendrix 
2018 RECORD: 6-4 
GARDNER-WEBB 
Boiling Springs, NC 
A3I echitts 
S.7 @EastCarolina 
$14 NorthCarolina Central 
S.21 @Wofford 14-45 
0.5 @WesternCarolina 10-28 


=SoSco 
oS 
s= 
3s 
=3 
2 
> 


N16 
N.23 @Kennesaw State 
COACH: Carroll McCray 
2018 RECORD: 3-8 


GEORGETOWN 
Washington, DC 
A31 @Davidson 


$7 

$14 Catholic 
$.28 @Columbia 
oS Cornell 


-=ooes 
fr) 

Soes 

ees 


N16 @Bucknell 

N23 italy Cross 
COACH: Rob Sgarlata 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 


GRAMBLING STATE 


Grambling, LA 

A31 @louisiana-Monroe 
$7 @lLouisianaTech 
S.21 @Alabama State 


“Dallas, TX, "New Orleans, LA 


COACH: Broderick Fobbs 


2018 RECORD: 6-5 


HAMPTON 
Hampton, VA 

A.31 Elizabeth City State 
$.7__ VirginiaUnion 


0.12 Seater ree 

oe 
irginia-Lynchbur 

N2 : byterian 4 


NS ett Southern 
N16 Ww State 

N.23 @Monmouth 
COACH: Robert Prunty 
2018 RECORD: 7-3 


HARVARD 
Cambridge, MA 


in Diego 


0.19 @Holy Cross 

0.26 @Princeton 

N2 ‘tmouth 

NS lumbia 

N16 Pennsylvania 

N23 @Yale 

COACH: Tim Murphy 
2018 RECORD: 6-4 


HOLY CROSS 


Worcester, MA 
A31 @Navy 

$7 Heap 
S.21 @Yale 

$.28 @Syracuse 
0.5 @Bucknell 


19 Lafayette 
N16 @Fordham 
4.23 Georgetown 
COACH: Bob Chesney 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 


HOUSTON BAPTIST 


Houston, TX 


$14 @South Dakota 
$.21 NorthwesternState 
$.28 TexasSouthern 
0.5  IncarnateWord 
0.12 @Abilene Christian 


076 [a 
ee peciels 


16 
N23 eae iine tabs 
COACH: Vic Shealy 
2018 RECORD: 1-10 


HOWARD 
Washington, OC 

A.31 @Maryland 

a ._ elouatown Sate 


5 21 resi 


0.26 @NorthCarolina AT 
N2 thCarolina Central 
N9 — @SouthCarolinaState 
N16 gael ARM 

N.23 MorganState 
COACH: Ron Prince 
2018 RECORD: 4-6 


IDAHO 

Moscow, ID 

A3I in State 

$7 Central Washington 
S14 @W, 


$.21 ior Washington 
$.28 @NorthernColorado 
4 5 WeberState 


COACH: Pau! Petrino 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 


IDAHO STATE 


Pocatello, ID 
S.5 _ WesternColorado 


$.21 Eharthern lowa 


@ByYU 
N.23 @WeberState 
COACH: Rob Phenicie 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 


ILLINOIS STATE 


Normal, IL 


& a prannen Mlinois 
jorehead State 
: h ae Lod 


$.21 
05 NorthDakotastate 
0.12 @Southern illinois 
0.19 @Westernillinois 
a6 Indiana State 
N.2 Northernlowa 
es South Dakota State 
N16 iState 
N.23 @Youngstown State 
COACH: Brock Spack 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 


INCARNATE WORD 
San Antonio, TX 

4.31 @UTSA 

$7 TexasSouthern 


$.21 = Houston State 
. a bilene Christian 
@Houston Baptist 


ai in fiSestheastern ods 


19 t 

0.26 Northwestern State 
4.2 Nicholls 

He @StephenF. Austin 
N16 Mexico State 
N22 CentralArkansas 
COACH: Eric Morris 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 


INDIANA STATE 


Terre Haute, IN 
A31 @Kansas 


$7 Dayton 

$14 EasternKentucky 

$.21 Easternillinois 
ith Dakota 


N.16 Youngstown State 
4.23 @MissouriState 
COACH: Curt Mallory 
2018 RECORD: 7-4 


JACKSON STATE 
Jackson, MS 

$1 Bethune-Cookman” 
S7 th 

S14 Tennessee State** 


$.28 Kentucky State*** 
0.5 Grambling State 


14-38 


20-7 
28-62 
21-46 


45-10 


48-45 


25-21 
62-28 


13-26 


43-26 
48-34 


52-34 
21-27 


21-48 
37 


40-27 


“Atlanta, GA; * “Memphis, TN; 
***Indianapolis, IN 
COACH: John Hendrick 
2018 RECORD: 5-5 


JACKSONVILLE 


iat onal FL 


A.30 
st 14 atresin 


COACH: Ian Shields 
2018 RECORD: 2-8 


JACKSONVILLE STATE 


Jacksonville, AL 


A31_ @Southeastern Louisiana 
$7 attanooga 

$.14 Eastern Washington 

$.21 NorthAlabama 


N.9  G@lennessee Tech 
N.23 EasternKentucky 


COACH: John Grass 
2018 RECORD: 9-4 


JAMES MADISON 
Harrisonburg, — 


& a West Vi 
Elen Pa) 


‘a 


NAG 

N.23 @Rhodelsland 
COACH: Curt Cignetti 
2018 RECORD: 9-4 


KENNESAW STATE 


Kennesaw, GA 


=Os 


No 
NAG Giana 
N.23 Gardner-Webb 


COACH: Brian Bohannon 
2018 RECORD: 11-2 


LAFAYETTE 


Easton, PA 


COACH: John Garrett 
2018 RECORD: 3-8 


LAMAR 

Beaumont, TX 

is a Ethel (Tenn) 
isissoglfaley State 


0.12 Houston State 
0.19 i Ganon 

N.2— CentralArkansas 

N.9 @Northwestern State 


62-13 
38-10 
56-0 


51-14 
49-0 


56-17 


20-24 
6-35 


N.1G @Houston Baptist 
N.23 McNeese 
COACH: Mike Schultz 
2018 RECORD: 7-5 


LEHIGH 
Bethlehem, PA 
A.31 St.Francis (Pa.) 
$7 @Villanova 


N2 Holy Cross 

a os 

N16 @SacredHeart 

N.23 Lafayette 
COACH: Tom Gilmore 
2018 RECORD: 3-8 


LONGISLAND 
Brookville, NY 

$.7 @SouthDakotaState 
S.21 SacredHeart 

$.28 jagner 


0.12 @Bryant 
0.19 St.Francis (Pa.) 
oF 

‘obert Morti 
N16 @Villanova 
N.23. Merrimack 


COACH: Bryan Collins 
2018 RECORD: |0-) 


MAINE 
Orono, ME 
4.30 SacredHeart 
$.7  @Geurgia Southern 
A ge 
te 

28 ation, 

mond 


N23 @New Hampshire 
COACH: Nick Charlton 
2018 RECORD: 10-4 


MARIST 
Poughkeepsie, NY 


S.7 @Georgetown 
S.14 Stetson 


; ion 
NIG fecal 
N.23 @Valparaiso 
COACH: Jim Parady 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 


MCNEESE 
Lake Fiera LA 


$.21 @AbileneChristian 
$.28 SamHouston State 
0.5 Southeastern Louisiana 
0.12 @Central Arkansas 
0.19 Houston Baptist 
rte tephenF. Austin 
jorthwestern State 
Nis @Nicholls 
N23 @Lamar 
COACH: Sterlin Gilbert 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 


MERCER 
Macon, GA 


A.31 @Western Carolina 
$14 tin Peay 

$.21 rants 

$.28 ipbell 

0.5 Chattanooga 

0.19 VMI 

0.26 @TheCitadel 

N.2 ford 

N9 Wofford 

N16 Géast Iensessed State 
N.23 @NorthCarolina 
COACH: Bobby Lamb 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 


MERRIMACK 
North Andover, MA 


S.J @Central Connecticut State 


$14 @St.Francis(Pa.) 
$.28 Glehigh 


etna Loseeciiout State 


38-9 
27 


2-19 
9-31 


6-48 
14-43 
16-22 

0-56 
45-17 

34-3 


37-20 
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2019 FCS SCHEDULES 


O10 gbela 

0.19 shee jelaware State 
0.26 Presbyterian 

N.2— @Rhodelsland 
N16 Franklin Pierce 


N.23 @Long!sland 2 
COACH: Dan Curran 
2018 RECORD: 5-5 
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY ST. 
Itta Bena, MS 
A.31 Glennessee State 
$7 glam 
$.21 Stirs Cookman 27-4) 
$.28 @AlcornState 20-56 
0.5 —Virginia-Lynchbur , 
0.12 @Arkansas-Pine Bluff 48-47 
0.19 Jackson State 7-23 
0.26 TexasSouthern 14-42 
2 AlabamaState 24-31 
N16 Grambling State 19-24 
N.23° @Alabama A&M 14-42 
COACH: Vincent Dancy 
2018 RECORD: 1-10 
MISSOURI STATE 
Springfield, MO 
A.29 @NorthernArizona 40-8 
S14 @Tulane : 
5.21 Kennesaw State 
05 Giestern Minot 14-31 
0.12 SouthDakota 28-35 
0.19 @NorthDakotaState 7-48 
0.26 Northernlowa 0-37 
N.2 — SouthDakotaState 759 
N.9 — @SouthernIllinois 35-49 
NAG Glllinois State 24-21 
N.23- Indiana State 29-26 
COACH: Dave Steckel 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 
MONMOUTH 
West Long Branch, NJ 
A31 Aiestem Michigan 
$7 Lafayette. : 24-20 
S2t alin 
ntana 
05 @Wa 54-47 
0.12 Presbyterian > 24-14 
0.19 Gardner-Webb 56-42 
0.26 @Charleston Southern 37-3 
N.2 @Kennesaw State 14-51 
N9 North Alabama 
N16 planeoel 38-21 
N.23° Hampton 56-28 
COACH: Kevin Callahan 
2018 RECORD: 8-3 
MONTANA 
Missoula, MT 
Ait South Dakota 
pu winners 
z yregon 
$.21 fone 
$.28 @UCDavis 21-49 
0.5  IdahoState 
0.19 @SacramentoState 41-34 
0.26 stern astiacton. 
N2 ror tlandState 20-22 
N9 46-27 
N16 Weber State 
N.23 @MontanaState 25-29 
COACH: Bobby Hauck 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
MONTANA STATE 
Bozeman, MT 
A.31_ @Texas Tech 
S.7 Southeast Missouri 
$14 @Westernillinois 26-23 
$.21 NorfolkState 
$.28 NorthernArizona 
0.5 @CalPoly 49-42 
0.12 Sacramento State = 
0.26 @NorthDakota 
N2 uthernUtah 
NS jorthern Colorado 35-7 
N16 @UCDavis 
N.23. Montana 29-25 
COACH: Jeff Choate 
2018 RECORD: 8-5 
MOREHEAD STATE 
Morehead, KY 
4.29 Union(Ky.) 
fl fn 
14 Ken stian 
$.21 @Murray State 
0.5 Davidson 35-28 
0.12 vlacksonvilé 
0.19 Butler 21-24 
0.26 @Drake 6-43 
N2 sien 20-63 
NS eae eras 31-24 
NIG 34-51 


20:37 


N.23 Stetson 
COACH: Rob Tenyer 
2018 RECORD: 3-8 


MORGAN STATE 


Baltimore, se 


$.28 North 
0.5 @Bethune-Cookman 
0.12 Delaware State 

0.19 south nokia Set 
0.26 Fi 


N.2 @Norfolk State 

NO NorthCarolinaAgt 

N.23° @Howard— 

COACH: Tyrone Wheatley 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 


MURRAY STATE 
Murray, KY 

A.29. Pikeville(Ky,) 
$7 @Georgia 

$14 @Toledo 

S.21_ Morehead State 
$.28 @UTMartin 
0.5 Easternillinois 
0.12 @Tennessee State 
0.19 EasternKentucky 

0.26 acksonvile State = 
N.2 TennesseeTech 

N16 AustinPeay 

N.23- @Southeast Missouri 
COACH: Mitch Stewart 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Durham, NH 


$1 loly Cross 

Sit eflotdaftiatonal 
$.21 Rhodelsland 

$.28 Douesne 


0.5 

0.12 @StonyBrook 
0.19 eb Delaware 

i Villanova 


N.S @JamesMadison 
N16 @Albany 

N23. Maine 

COACH: Sean McDonnell 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 


NICHOLLS 
Thibodaux, LA 


A.31_ @Kansas State 

$14 @Prairie View A&M 
$.21 @StephenF. Austin 
$.28 @lexasState 
0.5 Central Arkansas 

.12 Northwestern State 
19 @SamHouston State 


6 Abilene Christian 


0. 

0. 

0.2 

N.2 @lncarnate Word 
HF 9 


rolinaCentral 


Posstonbaptist 
16 McNees 
N21 (@Southeastem Lousiana 
COACH: Tim Rebowe 
2018 RECORD: 9-4 


NORFOLK STATE 

Norfolk, VA 

A.31_ @0ldDominion 

S.7_ Virginia State 

$14 @CoastalCarolina — 
lontana State 


$.21 

$.28 Florida 

0.5 NorthCarolinaAaT 
0.12 @Howard 

0.19 @Bethune-Cookman 
N.2 MorganState_ 


N23 outh Carolina State 
COACH: Latre!! Scott 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 


NORTH ALABAMA 

Florence, AL 

4.29 Westernillinais 

S7 pont jana 

S14 Alabama A&M 

= i pataonelle Sita 
terian 

0.5 @Hampton 

0.19 CharlestonSouthern — 

0.26 @KennesawState_ 

N.2 Campbell 

N93 @Monmouth 

NIG @Gardner-Webb 

COACH: Chris Willis 

2018 RECORD: 7-3 
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24-48 


25-20 


730 


NORTH CAROLINA A&T 


Greensboro, NC. 


i uke 

$.14  @Charleston Southern 
5.28 Delaware State 

05 Seriok rate 

ae i, Gee Torida 


i : eu Calas 


N.23 NorthCarolina Central 
COACH: Sam Washington 
2018 RECORD: 10-2 


N.C. CENTRAL 
Durham, NC 


A31 Bhat Pety 
$7 @Towson 


Delaware State 


9 fool 

re South Carolina State 
23 @North Carolina A&T 

paar Trei Oliver 

2018 RECORD: 5-6 


NORTH DAKOTA 

Grand Forks, ND 

A31_ Drake 

S.7 @NorthDakotaState 

$14 SamHouston State 

S. mn ffrasiam Washington 
C Davi 


ie gua 
Sa 
He rthern Colorado 
N.23 SouthernUtah 


COACH: Bubba Schweigert 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
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NOR DAKOTA STATE 


Fargo, N 
A231 bate 
$7 NorthDakota_ 


f is 
0.5 Glllinois State 
An lorthernlowa 


NAG Southd: 

N.23 Southern ingis 
“Minneapolis, MN 
COACH: Matt Entz 
2018 RECORD: 15-0 


NORTHERN ARIZONA 
Flagstaff, AZ 


A.29 MissouriState 

4 rizona = 
$14 tetera New Mexica 

Illinois Stat 

ontana Stas 
lorthern Colorado 
WeberState 
az a 

\ astern Washington 
Ng g 


his 5 gsm rhernbtah 
outhern 


oie Chris Ball 
2018 RECORD: 4-6 
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21-25 


30-35 
38-13 
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NORTHERN COLORADO 


Greeley, CO 

& a @SanJoseState 
@Washington State 

14 acramento State 

$.21 ithDakota 

$.28 Idaho 

0.5 @Northern Arizona 

0.12 @Eastern Washington 

0.19 Portland State 

N.2 @ldaho State 

NO Montana State 

N16 ota Dakots 

N.23" CalPoly 

COACH: Earnest Collins Jr. 

2018 RECORD: 2-9 


NORTHERN IOWA 
Cedar Falls, 1A 

A.31_ @lowaState 

5.7 SouthernUtah 


$.21_ Idaho State 
$.28 @Weber State 
0.5 YoungstownState 10-31 
0.12 @North Dakota State 31-56 
0.19 SouthDakota 42-28 
0.26 @Missouri State 37-0 
N.2  alllinoisState 26-16 
N.9 _ Indiana State 33-0 
N16 @South Dakota State 24-9 
N.23° Westernillinois 17-37 
COACH: Mark Farley 
2018 RECORD: 7-6 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 
Natchitoches, LA 
he UT Martin 
aay eestate 
1 Be rtambailt 31-28 
uibeestern Louisiane 17-24 
id icholls 10-28 
0.19 Central Arkansas 17-38 
0.26 @lncarnate Word 
N.2 piictiosss 37-34 
NO Lama: 49-48 
NIG SamHouston State 28-42 
N.21- Stephen. Austin 35-23 
COACH: Brad Laird 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia, PA 
$.21_ @Delaware 
$.28 @Lafayette 
05 mouth 14-37 
0.12 SacredHeart 31-27 
0.19 SCoimbia_ 13-10 
0.26 @Yale 10-23 
N.2 Brown 13-7 
NS Comell 20-7 
N16 @Harvard 7-29 
N.23 Princeton 14-42 
COACH: Ray Priore 
2018 RECORD: 6-4 
PORTLAND STATE 
Portland, OR 
A.31 @Arkansas 
S.7 Simon Fraser 
5.14 @Boise State 
§.21 Eastern Oregon 
§.28 @ldaho State 45-48 
0.5 Southern Utah 
0.12 Idaho 7-20 
0.19 @Northern Colorado 35-14 
0.26 @Northern Arizona 
7H outer 22-20 
N23 Fae asain 23-14 
COACH: Bruce Barnum 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 
Prairie View, TX 
A.31_ @Texas Southern 60-14 
5.7 @Houston 
5.14” Nicholls 
$.21 @AlcornState 13-27 
§.28 Grambling State’ 22-16 
0.12 poate 0-38 
0.19 legis yachburg 
0.26 Jackson State 28-34 
NO” Arkansas-Pine Bluff 62-13 
NAG Edward Waters 
N28 @Alabama State 66-13 
“Dallas, IX 
COACH: Eric Dooley 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 
PRESBYTERIAN 
Clinton, SC 
A.31_ @Stetson 
$14 Jacksonville 
$.21 Eastern Kentucky 
$.28 prot dishene 
05 @Campbell 6-34 
0.12 @Monmouth 14-24 
0.19 Kennesaw State 0-56 
ia elon a 
actin B 
Ng a 20-38 
NAG ee akamn TAI 
N.23 St. Andrews 
COACH: Tommy Spangler 
2018 RECORD: 2-8 
PRINCETON 
Princeton, NJ 
$.21 Butler 50-7 
+a ruck 
45-10 
i Lafayette 
0.19 @Brown 48-10 
0.26 Harvard 29-21 
N.2 @Cornell 66-0 


N.9 Dartmouth" 


16 Yale 
N.23 @Pennsylvania 
“Bronx, NY 

COACH: Bob Surace 
2018 RECORD: 10-0 
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Kingston, RI 

A3) @Ohio 

$7 Delaware 

$.21_ @NewHampshire 
$.28 Stony Broo! 


05 grown 

0.12 @VirginiaTech 
0.19 given 

0.26 

3 Ulm Mary 
N16 @Maine 

N.23 James Madison 
COACH: Jim Fleming 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
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COACH: Russ Huesman 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 
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9 
N16 DuRSNe cca 
N.23 SacredHeart 
COACH: Bernard Clark Jr. 
2018 RECORD: 2-9 


SACRAMENTO STATE 
Sacramento, CA 
A.31 Southern Oregon 
$.6  @Arizona State 
$14 Northern Colorado 
sal ; oe 
tern Washington 
Montana State 


N23 UCOavis 
COACH: Troy Taylor 
2018 RECORD: 2-8 


SACRED HEART 
Fairfield, CT 

A30 @Maine 

$7 nell 

$14 @lafayette 

$.21 @longlsland 

05 talComecticut State 
oy anosytvani 

0.26 aa Francis(Pa) 

ne Bryant 


9 Wagnei 
N16 shh 
N.23 @Robert Morris 


COACH: Mark Nofri 
2018 RECORD: 7-4 


SAM HOUSTON STATE 
Huntsville, TX 

A.31 @NewMexico 

$.7. Oklahoma Panhandle State 
$14 @NorthDakota 

$.21 Incarnate Word 

si McNeese 

o stone Neste 


ue 


7 

19 Viel 

26 @Central Arkansas 
9 @Abilene Christian 
16 Northwestern State 
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59- 
42.14 


28-49 


720 
TI 
46-49 
24-48 
35-56 
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N.23 Houston Baptist 42-20 
“Houston, TX 

COACH: K.C. Keeler 

2018 RECORD: 6-5 


SAMFORD 
Birmingham, AL 
A.24 Youngstown State” 
Sl @Tennessee Tech 


$14 @Wofford 35-20 
$.21 Alabama A&M 
$.28 TheCitadel 27-42 
0.5 Furman 38-25 
0.12 @vM 73-22 
0.26 East Tennessee State 38-27 
’ cer 24-30 
N.9 Chattanooga 20-27 
N16 | stad ‘arolina 66-28 
N23 @Aubur 
"iouioserc it 
COACH: Chris Hatcher 
2018 RECORD: 6-5 
SAN DIEGO 
San Diego, CA 
ABI Reale 
$1 Davis 21-54 
$.21 iva 14-36 
05 31-14 
0.12 Renkieen 56-52 
0.19 Valparaiso 
0.26 @Dayton 36-34 
N2 Drake 27-10 
N.9  @Stetson 49-10 
N.16 Morehead State 51-34 
N.23 @Jacksonville 59-35 
COACH: Dale Lindsey 
2018 RECORD: 9-3 
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
Orangeburg, SC 
A.31 Wofford 
S14 @South Florida 
S.21. Miles 
0.5 @DelawareState 30-19 
0.12 FloridaA&M 44-21 
0.19 Morgan State 21-18 
0.26 @Bethune-Cookman 26:28 
N.2 NorthCarolina A&T 16-31 
N.9 Howard 27-21 
N16 @NorthCarolinaCentral 17-21 
N.23 @Norfolk State 1 
COACH: Buddy Pough 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Vermillion, SD 
A.31 Montana 
S7 fas ca 
S.14 Houston Baptist 
$.21 @Northern Colorado 43-28 
0.5 Indiana State 48-51 
0.12 @Missouri State 35-28 
0.19 then lowa 28-42 
0.26 Southerniliinois 31-24 
N.2 @Westernillinois 17-12 
N.9 Youngstown State 17-29 
N16 @NorthDakotaState 14-59 
N.23. SouthDakota State 27-49 
COACH: Bob Nielson 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 
SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 
Brookings, SD 
A.29 @Minnesota 
S.7 Longlsland 
$.14 @Drake 
§.21 SouthernUtah 
0.5 Southernillinois 57-38 
0.12 @Youngstown State 36-7 
0.19 @lndiana State 54-51 
0.26 NorthDakota State 2-44 
N.2 issouri State 7 
N.9_ MMlinois State 38-28 
N16 Northernlowa ¥ 
N.23 @SouthDakota 49-27 
COACH: John Stiegelmeier 
2018 RECORD: 10-3 
SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 
Cape Girardeau, MO 
A.29 Southernillinois 48-44 
S.J @Montana State 
$14 @Missouri 
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0.5 Tennessee Tech 10-38 
0.12 iusiinkowy. 31-27 
0.19 rece State 37-14 
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N.2 Nessie Shh 38-21 
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SE LOUISIANA 
Hammond, LA 
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0.5 @McNeese 

0.12. Incarnate Word 
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4.2 Stephen F. Austin 
N.9  @Central Arkansas 
N16 @Abilene Christian 
N21 Nicholls 

COACH: Frank Scelfo 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 


SOUTHERN 
Baton Rouge, LA 
A31 @McNeese 
S.7 @Memphis 


$21 @Florida A&M 

S.28 @Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
0.12 Prairie View A&M 
0.19 Texas Southern* 
0.26 @AlcornState 

N.2 AlabamaA&M 

NO Virginia-Lynchburg 
NIG @Jackson State 
N.30 Grambling State*” 


“Dallas, TX; **New Orleans, LA 
COACH: Dawson Odums 
2018 RECORD: 7-4 


SOUTHERNILLINOIS 
Carbondale, IL 

A.29 @Southeast Missouri 
$.7_ _@Massachusetts 
$.14 UT Martin 

$.21 @Arkansas State 
0.5 @SouthDakotaState 
0.12 Illinois State 

0.19 Youngstown State 
0.26 @SouthDakota 

N.2 @lndianaState 

NO MissouriState 

N.1G @Westernillinois 
N.23 NorthDakota State 
COACH: Nick Hill 
2018 RECORD; 2-9 


SOUTHERN UTAH 
Cedar City, UT 


$14 StephenF. Austin 
$.21 @SouthDakoraState 
$.28 ‘oly 

0.5 @Portland State 
0.12 irebet State 

0.19 UCDavis 

0.26 Idaho State 

N.2 @Montana State 
N16 Northern Arizona 
N.23 @North Dakota 


COACH: Demario Warren 
2018 RECORD: 1-10 


ST. FRANCIS (PA) 
Loretto, PA 

A31 @Lehigh 

$7 @JamesMadison 
S.14 Merrimack 

$.21 Columbia 

$.28 @Bryant 

0.12 Robert Morris 

0.19 @l a 

0.26 Sacre 

0.2 @Duq ay 
ee scence State 
N.23 Beanie 
COACH: Chris Villarrial 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 


STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 
Nacogdoches, TX 

A31 @Baylor 

S.7__ Tarleton State 

$14 GSeatiern tah 

$.21 qos 

5.28 elm 

05 SomnHlouston State" 
0.19 @Abilene Christian 
0.26 McNeese 

N.2 @SoutheasternLouisiana 
N.9 Incarnate Word 

N16 @Central Arkansas 
N.21 @Northwestern State 
“Houston, TX 

COACH: Colby Carthel 
2018 RECORD: 2-8 


44-48 


24-38 
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STETSON 
DeLand, FL 
A31_ Presbyterian 
S.7__ Louisiana 
S14 @Marist 19-14 
$.21 aciera en Eopiond 
$.28 NorthCarolina Wesleyan 
0.5 Butler 23-28 
0.19 ake 
0.26 @ i 45-31 
N2 @l le 38-35 
NS ai 10-49 
N16 D: 56-53 
N.23 ealroheadState 48-24 
COACH: Roger Hughes 
2018 RECORD: 8-2 
STONY BROOK 
Stony Brook, NY 
A31 Brvent 50-21 
$7 Seah Stas 
S14 ner 
$.21 For 
$.28 @Rhodelsland 52-14 
0.5 JamesMadison 10-13 
0.12 NewHampshire 35-7 
0.26 @Villanova 29-27 
N2 id 36-10 
e fowson at 
i are é 
23 i 23-25 
COACH: Chuck Priore 
2018 RECORD: 7-5 
TENNESSEE STATE 
Nashville, TN 
Aa pir od boa 
4 ae 
pe Arkansas-Pine Blutf** 
$.28 @EasternKentucky 
05 Giackioarte state 14-41 
0.12 Murray State 21-45 
0.19 Austin eth 34-49 
N.2 Southeast Missouri 21-38 
NO Easternillinois 41-40 
N16 @UT Martin 31-28 
N.23 @Tennessee Tech 414 
“Memphis, TN; **TBD 
COACH: Rod Reed 
2018 RECORD: 4-5 
TENNESSEE TECH 
Cookeville, TN 
4.31 Samford 
$7 jiami (Ohio) 
$14 Virginia-Wise 
$.21 tern Illinois 
$.28 @Easternillinois 38-52 
05 aoa 38-70 
0.12 UTMartin 13-38 
0.26 AustinPeay 10-41 
N.2  @Murray State 27-24 
Ng nville State 20-48 
NAG @EasternKentucky 6-37 
N.23 Tennessee State 14-41 
COACH: Dewayne Alexander 
2018 RECORD: 1-10 
TEXAS SOUTHERN 
Houston, TX 
bey Prairie View A&M 14-60 
meareon eed 
sm or t 
mona 21-42 
fist 
a8 SiitesctppVolleyState— 42-4 
i e - 
N.2 @Gram Bling State 21-34 
Ng jama State 21-30 
N.23, @Arkansas-Pine Bluff 10-15 
“Dallas, 1X 
COACH: Clarence McKinney 
2018 RECORD: 2-9 
TOWSON 
Towson, MD 
A.31 @TheCitadel 4427 
$7 NorthCarolinaCentral 
$14 ie 28-35 
S20 Gro = 
, lor 
0.12 56-28 
0.19 Bucknell 
0.26 @James Madison 17-38 
N.2 Delaware 36-40 
N.9 @Stony Brook 52-28 
NIG Femen Sity 29-13 
N.23 Elon 41-10 
COACH: Rob Ambrose 
2018 RECORD: 7-5 
UC DAVIS 
Davis, CA 
A.31 @California 
$7 @SanDiego 54-21 


$14 Lehi 
$.21 2 Dakota State 


N16 MontanaState 

4.23 @Sacramento State 
COACH: Dan Hawkins 
2018 RECORD: 10-3 


UT MARTIN 

Martin, TN 

A.31_ Northwestern State 
7 ida 


S. or 

$.14 @Southernillinais 
$.28 ay State 

05 taster Kentucky 
0.12. @lennessee Tech 
0.19 Easternillinois 

0.26 @Southeast Missouri 
N2 ksonville State 
N.S @AustinPeay 

N16 TennesseeState 
N.23 @Kentucky 
COACH: Jason Simpson 
2018 RECORD: 2-9 


VALPARAISO 
Valparaiso, IN 


& Hy 2B asta Keatery 
: i 1 > @ironansine 


tState 


N23 Marist 
COACH: Landon Fox 
2018 RECORD: 2-9 


VILLANOVA 
Villanova, PA 


COACH: Mark Ferrante 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 


VMI 

Lexington, VA 

A31 Hl 

$7 sill 

$14 @East Tennessee State 
lorris 


Wofford 
Pistia 


o> 


5 

13 el 

2 te Westar 
N16 Aime Pon 


N.23 Chattanooga 


COACH: Scott Wachenheim 


2018 RECORD: |-10 


WAGNER 
Staten Island, NY 


9 @SacredHeart 
NIG @St. Francis (Pa.) 
N.23 Bryant 


COACH: Jason Houghtaling 


2018 RECORD: 4-7 


WEBER STATE 
Ogden, UT 
aa ep tione Sete 


s = a 


bt ae 
0.19 ee ieteian 
0.26 @UC 


49-21 
5210 


56-13 


2417 


31-18 
24-28 


N2 GSecrementoState 
NS NorthDakota 

N.16 @Montana 

N.23 Idaho State 
COACH: Jay Hill 
2018 RECORD: 10-3 


WESTERN CAROLINA 


Cullowhee, NC 
A31_ Mercer 
5.7 @NC. State 
S14 NorthGreenville 
§.28 @Chattanor 
He ardner-Web| 
oa @The Citadel 
Wofford 
96 urman 


9 East Tennessee State 
NIG Sa 
N.23 @Alabama 

COACH: Mark Speir 
2018 RECORD: 3-8 


WESTERN ILLINOIS 
Macomb, IL 

A.29 ‘th Alabama 

$7 olorado State 

$14 tana State 

$.21 Tennessee Tech 

0.5  MissouriState 

f 12 eet State 


.2 Sou ta 

N.9  @NorthDakotaState 
NIG Southernitlinois 
N23 @Northern lowa 
COACH: Jared Elliott 
2018 RECORD: 5-6 


WILLIAM & MARY 
Williamsburg, VA 
A31 Lafayette 
. Virginia 
S14 


Igate 
$.21 @East Carolina 
28 @Albany 
5 Villanova 
19 J neste 


S. 
0. 
0! 
0.26 
N2 
Ng 


COACH: Mike London 
2018 RECORD: 4-6 


WOFFORD 
Spartanburg, SC 

A.31 @South Carolina State 
$14 Samfori 

24 a barter Webh 


East Tennessee State 
9 WesternCarolina 

6 Chattanooga 

2 @Clemson 


N16 Furman 

N.23, @TheCitadel 
COACH: Josh Conklin 
2018 RECORD: 9-4 


YALE 

New Haven, CT 
$.21_ Holy Cross 
$.28 Corel 
0.5 Fordham 
0.12 @Dartmouth 


2 ZSeesse 


N39 @Brown 

NIG @Princeton 

N.23 Harvard 
COACH: Tony Reno 
2018 RECORD: 5-5 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 


Youngstown, OH 
A.24 Samford" 
$7 Howard 
$.14 Duquesne 

$.28 Faber errs 
05 ghort hern lowa 
0.12 SouthDakotaState 
0.19 @Southern Illinois 
0.26 Westernillinois 
N.2_ North Dakota State 
NO @SouthDakota 
N16 @indianaState 
N.23 Illinois State 
“Montgomery, AL 
COACH: Bo Pelini 
2018 RECORD: 4-7 
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NCAA DIVISION 2 PREVIEW 


PRESEASON TOP 25 

© Valdosta State (14-0 in 2018) 
© Ferris State (15-1) 

© Minnesota State (13-1) 

© Notre Dame (Ohio) (13-1) 

© Lenoir-Rhyne (12-2) 

© NW Missouri State (10-3) 

© Slippery Rock (11-3) 

© Ouachita Baptist (12-1) 

© Texas A&M-Commerce (10-3) 
© Grand Valley State (10-2) 

© Minnesota-Duluth (11-1) 

© Colo. School of Mines (10-2) 
© Wingate (9-4) 

© Fort Hays State (9-3) 

© Indianapolis (10-2) 

© West Georgia (10-2) 

© Tarleton State (12-1) 

© Colorado State-Pueblo (11-2) 
© Harding (9-3) 

© West Alabama (8-4) 

© Fairmont State (9-2) 

© Midwestern State (8-2) 

© Indiana (Pa.) (8-3) 

© Augustana (S.D.) (7-4) 

© Hillsdale (10-3) 


ALL-AMERICA TEAM 
OFFENSE 

QB JayruCampbell 6-5, 215/Sr., Ferris State 

RB JaleelMcLaughlin5-9, 173/So., Notre Dame (OH) 
RB Gabriel Watson 6-1, 221/Sr., Sioux Falls 

OL Donald Boone 6-5, 310/Sr., Chowan 

OL Craig McCorkle6-5, 290/Sr., California (Pa.) 
OL EvanHeim6-4, 305/Sr., Minnesota State 

OL Jason Poe 6-2, 250/Jr., Lenoir-Rhyne 

OL JakeLacina6-4, 300/Sr., Augustana (S.D.) 
TE ErikHenneman 6-3, 228/Sr., Lindenwood 
WR Craig Rucker 5-7, 165/Sr., Mars Hill 

WR Peter Anderson 5-10, 155/Sr., Colorado Mesa 


DEFENSE 

DL ChrisGarrett 6-4, 230/Jr., Concordia-St. Paul 
DL Sha‘haunWilliams6-3, 260/Sr., Notre Dame (OH) 
DL HeathWilliams6-2, 291/Sr., Saginaw Valley St. 
DL Simanu’a Thomas 6-0, 278/Sr., Pittsburg St. 
LB Austin Stephens 5-11, 210/Sr., Miles 

LB Dominic Cizauskas 6-2, 260/Sr,, Glenville St. 
LB Tyler Thomsen6-1, 225/Sr., Wayne St. (Neb.) 
DB Lamont McPhatter II 5-11, 190/Sr., Calif. (Pa.) 
DB Traviontae Brown 6-0, 170/Sr., Benedict 

DB O'Shay Harris 6-1, 190/Sr., Central Oklahoma 
DB Jarey Elder 5-11, 170/Sr., West Chester 


SPECIALISTS 

K Dante Brown 5-10, 185/Sr., Fort Hays State 
P Josh Carlson 6-0, 165/So., Dixie State 
RET Tabyus Taylor 6-0, 250/Jr., Virginia Union 


Running back Jamar Thompkins (20) and Valdosta State topped Ferris State 49-47 in last year's 
Division 2 National Championship Game. 


UPSTARTS BRINGING 
MORE PARITY 10 02 


BY GREGG DEWALT 
Florence (Ala.) TimesDaily 


arity and unpredictability might 

be the best two things to happen 

in Division 2 football in recent 

years. 

Sure, some of the 

bluebloods remain. Teams 

such as Northwest Missouri 

State, Grand Valley State and 
Minnesota State have maintained 
national name recognition year-in 
and year-out. That said, no longer can 
those teams automatically be penciled 
in for championship game berths. It’s 
becoming harder and harder to identify 
the contenders from the pretenders 
on a yearly basis as parity—-combined 
with outstanding coaching and players— 
makes inroads across every league. 

The 2018 season was a perfect 
example. West Florida’s fledgling 
program in the Gulf South Conference 
played for a national title in 2017 and 
then went through four quarterbacks 
during a 6-5 season, missing the playoffs. 

Indiana (Pa.) was a semifinalist in 
2017, but three losses in 2018 left the 
Crimson Hawks watching the postseason 
from the sidelines. 

Meanwhile, Notre Dame (Ohio) burst 
onto the scene from the Mountain East 
Conference and advanced all the way 


to the semifinals. Once there, it took 
eventual champ Valdosta State to the 
wire before bowing out. 

The Blazers aren’t strangers to 
national championships. After all, the 
2018 title was their fourth. But it was 
their first since 2012 and, coming off a 
lackluster 5-4 season in 2017, it was their 
most unexpected. 

Preseason favorite Valdosta State 
begins the 2019 season with a target on 
its back. As the defending champion, 
it will first have to get through a 
conference schedule that includes three 
other teams that were in the postseason. 
The Blazers also will have to adjust 
to anew head coach (Gary Goff) after 
Kerwin Bell left to become the offensive 
coordinator at South Florida. 


TOP 25 

Don’t be surprised to see Valdosta 
State make a return trip to the 
championship game. The Blazers, 
coming off their fourth national 
championship in five appearances in the 
title game, navigated their way through 
a tough Gulf South Conference that 
produced four playoff teams and put up 
60-plus points in two of four postseason 
wins. Ten starters return for an offense 
that led the nation at 52.0 points per 
game and six regulars are back on 
defense, but the unknown factor is how 
the team reacts to new coach Gary Goff. 


TOMPKINS: MATTHEW PEARCE / ICON SPORTSWIRF 


2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


If Valdosta State is No. 1, maybe Ferris 
State should be tagged as 1-B. Coach 
Tony Annese’s team fell three points 
short of completing a 16-win season in 
2018. Optimism remains high that the 
Bulldogs can break through for an elusive 
national title, as Harlon Hill Trophy 
winner Jayru Campbell, who passed for 
27 touchdowns and rushed for 1,460 
yards and 21 scores last year, leads 18 
returning starters (10 on defense). 

Minnesota State is primed to make 
another run at a national championship. 
The Mavericks have won or shared 
four of the past five Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference titles and are 
coming off a national semifinal loss to 
Ferris State in what was a No. 1 vs. No. 2 
battle. Among 10 offensive starters back 
are QB Ryan Schlichte, running back Nate 
Gunn and wideout Shane Zylstra. 

Notre Dame (Ohio) has only hada 
program since 2009, but coach Mike 
Jacobs looks to have his team built 
for the long haul. A six-point loss to 
Valdosta State in the semifinals derailed 
the Falcons’ title dreams, but with 21 
returning starters, including standout 
tailback Jaleel McLaughlin, it’s a sure bet 
Notre Dame won't be picked third in the 
Mountain East as it was last season. 

Drew Cronic’s first season as coach 
at Lenoir-Rhyne couldn’t have gone 
much better as the Bears advanced to 
the quarterfinals. The defending South 
Atlantic Conference champs return 
eight starters on offense, 10 on defense 
and two on special teams. Quarterback 
Grayson Willingham, who threw a 
program-record 26 touchdown passes, 
returns along with four running backs 
that finished with more than 400 yards. 

Even though it has only been two 
seasons, it seems like it has been forever 
since Northwest Missouri State won a 
national title. Coach Rich Wright enters 
his third season with a veteran team that 
returns 14 starters, including QB Braden 
Wright and tailback Isaiah Strayhorn. 

Slippery Rock, which made a run to 
the national quarterfinals before running 
into Notre Dame (Ohio), should be a 
force again in the PSAC. “The Rock” 
added two impact transfers in Seton Hill 
multipurpose back Cinque Sweeting and 
Concord offensive lineman Eric Festa. 
Ten defensive starters return along with 
quarterback Roland Rivers Ill. 

Ouachita Baptist won the first playoff 
game in its football history when it 
topped Indianapolis 35-7 in the second 
round of the playoffs. Coach Todd 
Knight’s team held opponents to 10 
points or fewer nine times and finished 
with the nation’s second-best scoring 


defense (11.5 ppg). Brockton Brown, who 
scored 16 touchdowns on just 98 carries, 
returns along with QB Brayden Brazeal 
and running back Shun’cee Thomas. 

A season after Texas A&M- 
Commerce claimed its first national 
championship, coach Colby Carthel left 
for FCS-level Stephen F. Austin. New 
coach David Bailiff inherits a squad that 
returns eight offensive starters, including 
four O-linemen and QB Kane Wilson. 

Grand Valley State can never 
be discounted in the Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference race, 
but coach Matt Mitchell’s team has some 
holes to fill on both sides of the ball. 
Among the returners are 1,000-yard 
rusher Chawntez Moss and versatile 
running back Jack Provencher. 

Minnesota-Duluth is always in the 
mix for a national title, but coach Curt 
Wiese must rebuild a line that paced an 
offense that averaged 40.8 points per 
game. Seven starters return on a defense 
that allowed 12.4 points per game. 

New Colorado School of Mines 
offensive coordinator Pete Sterbick 
inherits one of the country’s top running 
backs in Cameron Mayberry (1,615 yards, 
23 touchdowns) and four offensive 
linemen from a unit that ranked in the 
top three nationally in three categories. 

Wingate overcame a three-game 
losing streak to qualify for the playoffs, 
won at West Georgia to open the 
postseason and took rival Lenoir-Rhyne 
to the final minute before losing. With 26 
wins, the Bulldogs are coming off the best 
three-year stretch in school history. The 
biggest challenge for coach Joe Reich will 
be replacing five starters on defense. 

Not many Mid-America Intercollegiate 
Athletics Association teams can claim a 
winning streak over Northwest Missouri 
State, but Fort Hays State has won the 
past two meetings with the Bearcats by 
a total of two points. The Tigers own a 
share of the past two league titles but 
lost in the first round of the playoffs each 
season. Fort Hays should be good on 
offense with 10 returning starters. 

indianapolis is coming off its highest 
final ranking (No. 11) and will have a new 
head coach replacing Bob Bartolomeo, 
who retired. Longtime Greyhounds 
assistant Chris Keevers takes over for 
Bartolomeo and inherits an offense 
that returns dynamic running backs 
Al McKeller and Toriano Clinton, who 
combined for 2,198 yards last year. 

With 15 starters returning, West 
Georgia should be in the mix for the Gulf 
South league crown. Quarterback Willie 
Candler (25 TDs, 4 INTs) heads up six 
returning offensive starters. 


Tarleton State set a school record for 
wins and took Minnesota State to the wire 
in the national quarterfinals before falling 
13-10. The Texans have some key pieces 
to replace on an offense that averaged 45 
points. Eight starters return on defense. 

Coming off a tie for the Rocky 
Mountain Athletic Conference title and 
a second-round playoff trip, Colorade 
State-Pueblo coach John Wristen 
will rebuild his offense around RMAC 
Offensive Freshman of the Year and 
dynamic lineman Elijah Reed, All- 
America tight end Preston Guerra and 
running back Austin Micci. All-Region 
safety Tanner Draper leads the defense. 

Harding returns its entire backfield 
from a team that finished second 
nationally in rushing yards per game and 
also had the stingiest scoring defense 
(11.3 ppg). Paul Simmons, who is 20-7 in 
two seasons, must replace four offensive 
linemen and six defensive starters. 

In Delaware State transfer Jack 
McDaniels, West Alabama appears to 
have found its replacement for graduated 
quarterback Harry Satterwhite. Five 
offensive linemen who started return 
along with three experienced receivers. 

Fairmont State might have had the 
most balanced offense in the country 
(2,452 rushing yards, 2,465 passing 
yards), but a six-point loss to Charleston 
and a three-point setback against Notre 
Dame (Ohio) was enough to keep it out of 
the playoffs. That should change with the 
return of quarterback Takwan Crews- 
Naylor and running back Khalik Hamlin. 

A pair of one-point losses was enough 
to keep Midwestern State out of the 
playoffs and Lone Star Conference 
Offensive MVP Layton Rabb is gone, but 
coach Bill Maskill always finds a way to 
keep the Mustangs relevant. 

Indiana (Pa.) didn’t live up to 
preseason expectations last year after 
a semifinal appearance in 2017. The 
Crimson Hawks picked up an important 
transfer in Nazir Streater, who had 
seven interceptions last season at Long 
Island University, but they must replace 
quarterback Lenny Williams Jr., who 
finished his career with 17 school records. 

With 20 starters back, including all 11 
on defense, Augustana (S.D.) should 
challenge for the Northern Sun title. 

The offense is in good shape with the 
return of QB Kyle Saddler, tailback Rudy 
Sinflorant and wideout Nickel Meyers. 

Hillsdale nearly derailed the playoff 
run for Notre Dame (Ohio) before it 
started last year, but eventually lost to the 
Falcons, 19-14, in the second round. The 
Chargers should be tough defensively 
with nine starters returning. 
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NCAA DIVISION 3 PREVIEW 


PRESEASON TOP 25 


© Mary-Hardin Baylor (15-0 in 2018) 
© Mount Union (14-1) 

® Saint John’s (12-1) 

© Wisconsin-Whitewater (13-1) 
© Johns Hopkins (12-2) 

© St. Thomas (8-2) 

® Hardin-Simmons (9-2) 

© North Central (II1.) (10-2) 

© Wheaton (8-2) 

© Bethel (11-2) 

© Wesley (7-4) 

© Linfield (7-2) 

© Whitworth (10-1) 

© Muhlenberg (11-2) 

© Ithaca (8-3) 

© Illinois Wesleyan (8-2) 

® Alfred (7-4) 

© Wittenberg (9-1) 

© RPI (10-2) 

® Delaware Valley (9-2) 

® Centre (10-2) 

® Washington & Jefferson (9-2) 
® Trinity College (8-1) 

® Marietta (7-3) 

© Wisconsin-Oshkosh (6-4) 


ALL-AMERICA TEAM 
OFFENSE 

QB  JacksonErdmann 6-4, 215/Sr., Saint John’s 
RB Alex Peete 5-8, 195/Jr.. Wisconsin-Whitewater 
RB Josh Parks 5-10, 195/Sr., St. Thomas 

OL JonathanCastaneda 6-4, 280/Sr., H.-Simmons 
©L DanGreenheck 6-1, 255/Sr., Saint John’s 

OL  NickBainter 5-9, 240/Sr., Springfield 

OL Sharmore Clarke 6-0, 264/Jr., North Central 
OL Brendan Klaus 6-3, 275/Sr., Mount Union 

TE RyanCurtiss 6-1,236/Sr., Muhlenberg 

WR  JustinHill 6-2, 195/Sr., Mount Union 

WR Andrew Wolf 6-1, 185/Jr., Washington & Jeff. 


DEFENSE 

DL Frankie Feaster 6-2, 240/Sr., Muhlenberg 
DL Joey Longoria 6-1, 275/Sr., Mary Hardin-Baylor 
DL Conner Bogard 6-1, 255/Sr., John Carroll 

DL AndrewRoesch 6-2, 220/Sr., Mount Union 
LB SamRomanski6-2, 230/Sr., Wisc.-Eau Claire 
LB Trey Williams 6-1, 255/Sr,, Mount Union 

LB Re’Shaun Myers 6-0, 231/Sr., Bridgewater 
DB Danial Shelton 5-11, 190/Sr., Susquehanna 
DB Dedrick Strambler 6-3, 203/Sr., H.-Simmons 
DB Jefferson Fritz 5-11, 185/Jr., Mary Hardin-Baylor 
DB CalLewellyn 6-0, 173/Sr., Centre 


SPECIALISTS 
& = Derik Judka 6-0, 184/So., North Central 
P Michael Raczak 6-5, 210/Sr., Widener 


JOHNS HOPKINS LOOKING 10 
HONOR LATE COACH IN 2613 


BY KEITH MCMILLAN 
D3football.com 


reg Chimera knew he wanted 
to lead a program someday. 
Perhaps, he joked, at Johns 
Hopkins “in 2029,” when Jim 
Margraff, who became the Blue 
Jays’ coach in 1990, decided to 
hang ’em up. 
Then Margraff, less than a 
month after Johns Hopkins came up 
a touchdown shy at Mount Union ina 
national semifinal, passed away in his 
sleep at age 58. 

“This is obviously not how I wanted to 
become a head coach,” the 31-year-old 
former offensive coordinator says. 

Chimera takes the reins in one 
of Division 3’s most compelling 
situations, with a Gagliardi Trophy- 
caliber quarterback in David Tammaro 
and a roster that includes a handful 
of sophomores who contributed 
meaningfully in the 28-20 loss to Mount 
Union. Defensive back Nick Seidel, 
linebacker Robert Fletcher, defensive 
end Jake Vall-Llobera, tight end Emmett 
Turner and wide receiver Harrison 
Wellmann were all freshmen when the 
Blue Jays faced “The Machine” they call 
Mount Union in Alliance, Ohio. Plenty 
a player has wilted under the Purple 
Raiders’ pressure, but JHU’s youth 
delivered, and Chimera’s Blue Jays have 
lots returning to work with this season. 

Although they now know they belong 
on the field with the nation’s best, 
there are no guarantees the Blue Jays 
will return to such heights. With 32 
playoff spots and 27 automatic bids for 
conference winners at the D3 level in 
2019, there’s scant room for a midseason 
slip-up or close loss to a league rival. 

“You're a couple plays away from 
playing in the national championship, 
which is true,” Chimera says. “But 
you're also a couple of plays away from 
not making the playoffs. So to say we 
should automatically get back to the 
final four is ridiculous.” 

Coming off their best season and 
hoping to honor their coach of 29 years 
with a special finish, the Blue Jays have a 
most daunting challenge ahead. 


TOP 25 

Mary Hardin-Baylor has played in 
the past three Amos Alonzo Stagg Bowls, 
winning two, which leaves the Cru 
reigning atop D3’s traditional powers. 
The national title game is again slated for 
Shenandoah, Texas, and UMHB’s chance 
to win it all again without a postseason 
game outside the state starts under 
center. Quarterback Jase Hammack led 
the Cru to the 2018 title but is recovering 
from a shoulder injury, and former 
Mount Union QB Luke Poorman, who 
transferred to UMHB last spring, missed 
the postseason with a foot injury. 
Hammack should start the season with 
the job if he’s healthy. Marquis Duncan, 
Olan Vining and Montana Miller will 
vie for carries in the Cru’s attempt to 
replace standout Markeith Miller at 
running back. 

Winning it all is the standard at 
Mount Union, so the Purple Raiders 
won't look back fondly at their one- 
score loss in the Stagg Bowl. Cornerback 
Gabe Brown, linebacker Trey Williams 
and defensive end Andrew Roesch are 
among a cast of familiar stars hoping 
to lead the 13-time champions back to 
the D3 apex. Quarterback D’ Angelo 
Fulford has lit up the regular season 
and early playoff rounds but struggled 
in big games since leading a 25-point 
comeback in the national semifinals 
against Wisconsin-Oshkosh in 2017. He 
has a chance to graduate as a two-time 
champion, however, and will have wide 
receiver Justin Hill and running back 
Josh Petruccelli back to help him on 
offense. 

No team came closer to beating the 
national champions last season than 
Saint John’s (Minn.), which was a 
late end-zone interception away from 
beating Mary Hardin-Baylor in the 
quarterfinals. Gagliardi Trophy-winning 
QB Jackson Erdmann is back to lead 
the Johnnies through one of the most 
top-heavy leagues in the country, the 
Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference. 

Wisconsin-Whitewater was again 
a championship contender last season, 
bouncing back from a 7-3 finish in 2017. 
In 2019, the Warhawks return four of 
five starting offensive linemen, running 
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backs Alex Peete, Jarrod Ware and Ronny 
Ponick, plus wide receivers JT Parish and 
Ryan Wisniewski. If dual-threat QB Zach 
Oles adequately replaces strong-armed 
Cole Wilber, the offense should hum. 

Johns Hopkins aims to win its 11th 
straight Centennial Conference title, 
but has Muhlenberg, Susquehanna and 
Franklin & Marshall standing in the way. 

Saint John’s and Bethel have the star 
quarterbacks returning, but St. Thomas 
could be a Stagg Bowl contender from the 
MIAC if a leader emerges from a four-way 
QB competition. Nine offensive starters 
are back to ease the transition, including 
tailback Josh Parks (8.4 yards per carry). 

It’s hard to tell what to make of 
Hardin-Simmons, which scored 522 
points in nine wins last season and 
only six in eight quarters against Mary 
Hardin-Baylor. The Cowboys lost their 
quarterback and top playmaker but are 
capable of lighting up Texas scoreboards 
again, with Bryson Hammonds and Rae 
Millsap attacking defenses and Jonathan 
Castaneda around to anchor the O-line. 

North Central (IIl.) often disappoints 
in its biggest games, but with quarterback 
Broc Rutter back for a fourth season as 
a starter, the Cardinals’ sights should be 
set as high as ever. Wide receiver Andrew 
Kamienski provides a downfield target, 
guards Ricky Strba and Sharmore Clarke 
should hold down the offensive line and 
tackle Tommy Hyland and corner Jake 
Beesley should help carry the defense. 

Wheaton scored points like crazy in 
2018, including 52 in the “Little Brass 
Bell” rivalry-game win against North 
Central, but its offense vanished in 
road losses to Illinois Wesleyan and 
Washington (Mo.) University. All of those 
are Thunder home games in 2019, but the 
frontloaded schedule features four tests 
in the first month. Wheaton is stout on 
the D-line with Dallas McRae and Patrick 
O’Connell. 

Bethel (Minn.) surged to 11 wins in 
2018 after three straight 5-5 campaigns. 
The Royals had 12-win seasons in 2013, 
2010 and 2007, but the best argument 
against the pattern of backsliding after 
a big year is QB Jaran Roste. The former 
Minnesota Golden Gopher ran for 1,023 
yards and 20 touchdowns and passed for 
1,800 and 11 more scores as a freshman. 

With Frostburg State moving up 
to Division 2, the New Jersey Athletic 
Conference could be Wesley's to lose. 
The Wolverines might lean on running 
back EJ. Lee while they figure out 
the successor to quarterback Khaaliq 
Burroughs. But if it can fix the kicking 
game, along with keeping penalties down, 
some of 2018’s close results could flip. 


A 64th consecutive winning season 
should be no problem for Linfield, 
but the more pressing question is 
how to vault back atop the Northwest 
Conference. Coach Joe Smith turns over 
the offensive-coordinator reins to former 
Linfield quarterbacks Brett Elliott and 
Aaron Boehme, a significant development 
because his son, Wyatt Smith, is back 
for his third year as the starting QB. The 
Wildcats were stout defensively in 18 and 
return end Travis Swanson, linebacker 
Brian Pullman and safety Tyler Bergeron. 

Was Whitworth a one-year wonder? 
Quarterback Leif Ericksen is back to 
prove the Pirates weren’t, but with his 
go-to wide receiver and top running back 
gone, 6-3 senior wideouts Nick McGill 
and Taylor Hall will take on bigger roles. 
The defense should be rugged, led by 
linebackers Kale Wong, Jaylen Gonzales 
and Iain Black. 

Muhlenberg is capable of dethroning 
Johns Hopkins in the Centennial 
Conference and making another deep 
NCAA playoff run. Defensive lineman 
Frankie Feaster feasted last season, 
with 29.0 tackles for loss and 17.5 sacks, 
including four in a second-round playoff 
win. Linebackers Mickey Kober, Spencer 
Kirin and Kwasi Ampomah will have his 
back. The offense is loaded as well, led by 
quarterback Michael Hnatkowsky. 

Quarterback Wahid Nabi returns to 
lead Ithaca, which fell a two-point- 
conversion attempt short of a playoff 
spot against Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute (RPI) in 2018. The Bombers’ 
defense held the first nine opponents to 
14 points or fewer last season. With all 
but three of the top 13 tacklers from that 
unit graduated, third-year coach Dan 
Swanstrom’s offense will have to pull its 
weight. 

There likely won’t be room in the 
national playoffs for three teams from 
the College Conference of Illinois and 
Wisconsin, and Ilinois Wesleyan 
has road tests right out of the gate—at 
Wisconsin-La Crosse and Wheaton—so 
we'll find out quickly where the Titans 
stand. Quarterback Brandon Bauer gives 
IWU a shot in any game and his favorite 
target returns in 6-5 wideout Jack Healy. 

With no Joe Germinerio at quarterback 
and a gutted defense at Brockport, the 
door is open for Alfred running back Nas 
Smith and defensive back Raeqwon Greer 
to lead the Saxons back to the top of the 
Empire 8 Conference. 

Wittenberg’s playoff hopes usually 
ride on the Wabash game, but in 2018 
an overtime loss to the Little Giants 
allowed Denison to win a three-way tie 
for the North Coast Athletic Conference’s 


automatic bid. To retake the crown in 
2019, the Tigers have to replace the 
latest in a line of star quarterbacks, Jake 
Kennedy, perhaps with Bobby Froehlich. 

RPI is coming off a 10-win season and 
has quarterback George Marinopoulous 
again in the fold, but his top five receivers 
and the leading ballcarrier graduated. 
Linebackers John Sadak and Jack Fallon 
are back to lead the defense, though. 

Michael Nobile will try to top his 
15.5-sack freshman season for Delaware 
Valley, while brother Anthony (5.5 sacks) 
will join him along the defensive line. The 
Aggies have linebacker Anthony Tedesco 
and a handful of skill-position players 
returning from a team that won nine 
games in a supposed rebuilding year. 

Cornerback Cal Lewellyn and 
linebacker Jaylen Jones return to lead 
Centre's defense. Quarterback John 
Walton was in seven games last year and 
should replace graduated Tanner Young. 

Coach Mike Sirianni’s Washington 
& Jefferson teams have always been 
known for prolific passing. Quarterback 
Jacob Adams and wide receiver Andrew 
Wolf connected for 21 TDs last season, 
so that reputation should remain 
intact. Jeffrey Oxner and Mike Williams 
combined for 31.5 tackles for loss in 2018 
and are back to anchor the defensive 
line. 

Because the New England Small 
College Athletic Conference doesn’t 
accept a playoff bid, its champion is often 
forgotten in the larger D3 picture. But 
Trinity (Conn.), which returns a bit more 
than NESCAC rivals Amherst and Tufts, 
will make a run at 9-0 behind QB Jordan 
Vazzano and top receivers Jonathan 
Girard and Koby Schofer. Linebacker Dan 
Negron is back to lead the defense. 

With standout quarterback Anthony 
Moeglin electing not to return to John 
Carroll and Baldwin Wallace graduating 
its signal-caller, Jake Hudson, Marietta 
might ascend to the No. 2 spot in the 
Ohio Athletic Conference behind Mount 
Union. The Pioneers played in five games 
decided by four points or fewer in 2018, 
but 1,446-yard tailback Tanner Clark 
returns to help tilt those contests in 
Marietta’s direction. 

A perennial Wisconsin Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference power such as 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh wasn’t the second- 
best team in the state last season—it was 
St. Norbert. The Titans, although three 
seasons removed from their Stagg Bowl 
appearance, should bounce back since 
they’ve settled on quarterback Kyle 
Radavich, who has strong weapons in 
tailback Mitch Gerhartz and receivers 
Riley Kallas and Mitchell Gerend. 
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JUNIOR COLLEGE PREVIEW 


QB Thomas MacVittie 5 y 


Kansas signee h 


TOP JUCO PLAYERS 
MOVING ON TO FBS 
Bt MacVittie 6-5/215 
Mesa (Ariz.) Kansas 


Rhamondre Stevenson 6-1/225 
Cerritos (Calif.) Oklahoma 


Dezmon Jackson 6-0/203 
Hutchinson (Kan.) Oklahoma State 


Bamidele Olaseni 6-7/332 
Garden City (Kan.) Utah 
Anthony Whigan 6-4/297 
Lackawanna (Pa.) Penn State 
Corey Luciano 6-3/274 

Diablo Valley (Calif.) Washington 


Paiton Fears 6-5/308 
Hutchinson (Kan.) Arizona 


Myron Cunningham 6-6/300 
lowa Central Arkansas 


Travis Koontz 6-5/260 
Ventura (Calif.) Texas Tech 


Dontario Drummond 6-1/204 
East Mississippi Ole Miss 


Jaylen Erwin 5-11/173 
Hutchinson (Kan.) UCLA 
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DEFENSE 

Jermaine Johnson 6-5/240 
Independence (Kan.) Georgia 
Sam Williams 6-3/258 
Northeast Mississippi Ole Miss 
Taijh Alston 6-4/245 
Copiah-Lincoln (Miss.) West Virginia 
Darel Middleton 6-7/290 

East Mississippi Tennessee 
Caleb Johnson 6-0/235 
Fullerton (Calif.) Texas 

Kuony Deng 6-6/225 
Independence (Kan.) California 
Jash Allen 6-2/215 

Arizona Western Colorado 
Jaquan Brisker 6-1/190 
Lackawanna (Pa.) Penn State 
Elijah Blades 6-2/180 

Arizona Western Texas A&M 
DJ Daniel 6-1/185 

Georgia Military Georgia 


Derrick Langford 6-2/195 
City Coll. of San Francisco Washington St. 
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SPECIALISTS 


Ty Zentner 6-2/193 
Butler (Kan.) Kansas State 


Jonathan Garibay 6-0/200 
Riverside (Calif.) Texas Tech 


NCAA School 


lowa Western WR Marcell Barbee 


EAST MISSI 


oUlPPI ADDS 


ONE FOR THE THUME 


BY CHARLES POWER 
JUCOInsider 


he 2018 season saw powerhouse 
East Mississippi continue its 
unprecedented recent run 
through junior-college football, 
as the Lions captured their fifth 
national championship in eight 
seasons. Coach Buddy Stephens’ 
team from tiny Scooba, Miss., 
capped off a perfect 12-0 season with a 
hard-fought 10-9 victory over Garden 
City in the national championship 
game at Pittsburg, Kan. The nationally 
televised contest featured dozens of the 
nation’s top juco recruits and became 
a defensive slog with both teams 
struggling to move the ball against elite 
defenses. The Lions, known for their 
high-octane offense, showed balance, 
proving they could win a different way 
by going toe-to-toe with Garden City’s 
smashmouth style. 
East Mississippi was anchored by 
a strong defensive line that featured 


multiple FBS signees: Darel Middleton 
(Tennessee), Sci Martin (Missouri), 
Lashawn Paulino-Bell (Vanderbilt), 
Everitt Cunningham (Memphis) 

and Eriq Kitchen (Southern Miss). 
Quarterback Messiah deWeaver (Old 
Dominion) led the charge on offense 
and wideout Dontario Drummond (Ole 
Miss) developed into one of the most 
dangerous receiving threats in the 
nation. Stephens and the Lions will look 
to restock the roster this offseason and 
make a run for a sixth title. 


TOP 10 

IOWA WESTERN, 10-1 jn 2018 

The Reivers are looking for their 
first national championship since 2012 
and return a deep and talented roster. 
Coach Scott Strohmeier has spent the 
last decade shaping Iowa Western into 
an elite program and will look to 
culminate those efforts in 2019. The 
Reiver offense should be strong from a 
skill-player perspective with dangerous 
receiver Marcell Barbee set to return 
along with Shaquon Anderson-Butts, 


MACVITTIE: KEITH SRAKOCIC / AP; BARBEE: IOWA WESTERN ATHLETICS 
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who had Power Five offers out of high 
school, coming off a redshirt season. The 
Reivers also add several high-profile 
“bounceback” transfers from the Power 
Five ranks in running backs Brian Snead 
(ex-Ohio State) and ZaQuandre White 
(Florida State) along with tight end Lou 
Dorsey (Illinois). On defense, Perrion 
Winfrey is among the top tackles 
nationally and end Devin Drew figures to 
be productive in an expanded role. Look 
for lowa Western to make a serious run at 
the title should it nail down a strong 
starter under center. 


EAST MISSISSIPPI, 12-0 

It was another year, another title for 
East Mississippi in 2018. Coach Buddy 
Stephens is now 66-3 the past six seasons, 
a remarkable record at any level, 
especially one like junior-college football 
where there’s constant roster turnover. 
Stephens will look to go for the threepeat 
this fall but has to replace talent at key 
spots with losses at quarterback, wide 
receiver and on the defensive line. Given 
Stephens’ past recruiting success, it’s safe 
to assume he’ll do just that. Look for the 
Lions to bolster their roster in the spring 
and summer months and be heavily in 
the mix come fall. 


GARDEN CITY (KAN.), 10-1] 

Head man Jeff Sims moved on after 
the 2018 season to take over the Missouri 
Southern State (NCAA Division 2) 
program. The Broncbusters’ brass 
answered by hiring one of the nation’s 
top coaches in Tom Minnick, who 
happened to be a free agent after Arizona 
Western discontinued its football 
program. Sims built Garden City into a 
national power in short order and it’s 
logical to assume Minnick will keep the 
ball rolling. The Broncbusters annually 
field one of the strongest rosters in the 
nation and 2019 should be no different 
with defensive end Ali Gaye, linebacker 
Willie Hampton and safety Kenny White 
leading the charge. 


HUTCHINSON (KAN.), 9-3 

Hutchinson fielded one of the better 
rushing offenses in junior-college football 
in 2018 and could actually improve on its 
production this fall. Coach Rion Rhoades 
returns a strong core of talent with 
offensive tackle Jazston Turnetine and 
cornerback Art Green being among the 
best at their positions nationally. The 
Blue Dragons added an impact transfer in 
former Georgia Military College running 
back Kendall Cross and signed one of the 
nation’s best incoming freshmen in Tiyon 
Evans. Look for more talent to fill out the 


2019 JUCO, 
SUPER SOPHOMORES 


OFFENSE 


Blain Kruemcke QB, 6-2/200, Cisco (Texas) 

Brian Snead RB, 5-11/200, lowa Western 

Don Ragsdale RB, 6-1/215 Hinds (Miss.) 
Kundarrius Taylor WR, 6-2/195, Copiah-Lincoln (Miss.) 
Danny Gray WR, 6-1/180, Blinn (Texas) 

DeJuan Moon WR, 6-3/175, San Bernardino (Calif.) 
Lou Dorsey TE, 6-6/225, lowa Western 

Jazston Turnetine OL, 6-7/337, Hutchinson (Kan.) 
Jonathan Buskey OL, 6-7/330, Coffeyville (Kan.) 
T.J. Bass OL 6-5/300, Butte (Calif.) 

Jacob Gamble OL, 6-6/320, lowa Western 

Willie Canty Ill OL, 6-7/310, Garden City (Kan.) 


DEFENSE 


Anthony Hayes DL, 6-5/254, Southwest Mississippi 
Jordan Davis DL, 6-5/245, Copiah-Lincoln (Miss.) 
Perrion Winfrey DL, 6-4/306, lowa Western 
AliGaye DL, 6-6/260, Garden City (Kan.) 

Willie Hampton LB, 6-1/220, Garden City (Kan.) 
Maureese Wren LB, 6-4/220, Tyler (Texas) 

Eteva Mauga-Clemons |B, 6-2/210, Diablo Valley (Calif.) 
ArtGreen DB, 6-2/201, Hutchinson (Kan.) 

Brian George DB, 6-2/190, Highland (Kan.) 

Tyrus Wheat DB, 6-3/220, Copiah-Lincoln (Miss.) 
Marco Domio DB, 6-2/190, Blinn (Texas) 


SPECIALISTS 


Ethan Albertson K, 6-2/205, Grossmont (Calif.) 
Jose Araiza P, 5-11/220, Feather River (Calif.) 
Demias Jimerson RS, 6-0/177, Tyler (Texas) 


roster in the offseason, giving Hutchinson 
a shot of running the Kansas gauntlet in 
the always-tough Jayhawk Conference. 


BLINN (TEXAS), 7-4 

Coach Ryan Mahon returns a 
talented roster, headlined by an explosive 
receiving corps that features quality deep 
threats in Danny Gray, Trea Shropshire 
and Xavier Hutchinson. Look for the 
Buccaneers to take shots downfield to 
exploit their immense speed at the skill 
positions. On defense, Blinn features one 
of the nation’s top cornerback prospects 
in 6-2, 190-pound Marco Domio, who has 
already received several FBS offers. 


COPIAH-LINCOLN (MISS.), 6-4 

The Wolves are annually among the 
most talented teams in Mississippi and 
this season is no exception. Defensive 
end Jordan Davis and wide receiver 
Kundarrius Taylor are already committed 
to Tennessee and Oklahoma, respec- 
tively. Safety Tyrus Wheat and wide 
receiver Malik Heath are also among the 
nation’s best at their positions. 


‘7 JONES COUNTY (MISS.), |0-2 
Jones County came within a score of 


unseating East Mississippi in 2018, losing 
a tight 19-14 state title game. The Bobcats 
return one of the nation’s top runners in 
Kalyn Grandberry along with Ole Miss 
linebacker commit Daylen Gill, highly 
touted edge rusher Chei Hill and wide 
receiver Johnquarise Patterson, who gave 
his verbal to Mississippi State. Coach 
Steve Buckley has steadily built Jones into 
a force to be reckoned with and will look 
to earn a coveted state title this fall. 


RIVERSIDE (CALIF.), 11-1 

Riverside is a constant presence at 
the top of the California juco ranks, 
consistently fielding a talented team. The 
Tigers return a number of key players 
from a one-loss group that includes 
safeties Dayshawn Neal and Christian 
Swint, receivers Jammal Houston and 
Tyler Kennedy, linebacker Kue Olotoa 
and offensive lineman Kevin Brown. 


BUTTE (CALIF.), 9-2 

Butte is the alma mater of NFL 
passing great Aaron Rodgers but has 
more recently been known for its 
smashmouth rushing attack. Look for 
that reputation to continue in 2019 with 
coach Rob Snelling returning an 
1,124-yard rusher in Deonta McMahon. 
He will be running behind the top tackle 
duo out West in T.J. Bass and Brenden 
Coffey. 


NAVARRO (TEXAS), 6-5 

Scott Parr is the new coach at 
Navarro. The former Bulldogs assistant 
returns to Corsicana, Texas, after serving 
as offensive coordinator at FCS Eastern 
Illinois in 2018. Parr inherits a strong 
quarterback room with Parker McNeil 
and Zadock Dinkelmann. McNeil threw 
for 3,150 yards and 27 touchdowns as a 
redshirt freshman in 2018. Look for the 
Bulldogs to have one of the better 
passing offenses in the country. 


BEST OF THE REST 

© BUTLER (KAN.), 8-4 

© NORTHWEST MISSISSIPPI, 8-2 _ 
© CITY COLL. OF SAN FRANCISCO, 7-4 
© SAN MATEO (CALIF.), 8-3 

© LANEY (CALIF.), 11-2 

© LACKAWANNA (PA), 11-0 

© VENTURA (CALIF.), 11-2 

© TYLER (TEXAS), 4-5 

© HINDS (MISS.), 4-5 _ 

© SADDLEBACK (CALIF.), 7-4 : 
© LONG BEACH CITY (CALIF.), 4-6 

© GEORGIA MILITARY, 5-5 = 
© NORTHEASTERN OKLA. A&M, 8-4 
© COLL. OF THE CANYONS (CALIF.), 10-1 
© KILGORE (TEXAS), 10-2 


SEARCH STREET & SMITH’S IN THE APP STORE 193 


0000 


La 


194 2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


NAIA PREVIEW 


WW Coldattare fice (em (Le) 47) Matcs-le Revey-(or a) 


Steve Ryan 


PRESEASON TOP 10 
© Morningside (lowa) 
© Kansas Wesleyan 
© Benedictine (Kan.) 
© Saint Francis (Ind.) 
© Concordia (Mich.) 
© Saint Xavier (IIl.) 

@ Baker (Kan.) 

© Marian (Ind.) 

© Bethel (Tenn.) 

© Reinhardt (Ga.) 


ALL-AMERICA TEAM 
OFFENSE 


Johnny Feauto Kansas Wesleyan, Sr. 
Demarco Prewitt Kansas Wesleyan, Sr. 
Milton Shelton Cumberlands (Ky,), Sr. 
Dustin Rivera Southwestern (Kan.), Sr. 
Tre Coney Reinhardt (Ga.), Sr. 

Donovan Corlew Concordia (Mich.), Jr. 
Matthew Castner Cumberlands (Ky.), Sr. 


James Officer IV Olivet Nazarene (Ill.), Sr. 


Charlie Simmons Kansas Wesleyan, Jr. 
Shane Solberg Northwestern (lowa), Jr. 
Harold Davis Saint Xavier (Ill.), Sr. 


DEFENSE 


JT Graydon Reinhardt (Ga.), Jr. 

Shaq Bradford Kansas Wesleyan, Sr. 
Jaron Green Arizona Christian, Sr. 
Ryder Rice Rocky Mountain (Mont.), Sr. 
Ben Slavens Grand View (lowa), Sr. 
Jason Ferris Montana Western, Sr. 
DaMarcus Wimbush Bluefield (Va.), Jr. 
Nicholas Holmes Saint Mary (Kan.), Jr. 
Kwame Sexton Sterling (Kan.), Jr. 
Isaiah McFarland Point (Ga), Jr. 
Landon Jones SAGU (Texas), Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 


Ignacio Gomez Lyon (Ark.), Jr. 
Drake Higgins Missouri Valley, Sr. 


MOANINGSIDE SLIGHT FAVORITE TC 
REPEAT AFTER WINNING FIRST TITLE 


BY WILL LONG 
Assistant Editor 


orningside (lowa) coach 
Steve Ryan has built a 
juggernaut over the last 
17 seasons, guiding the 
Mustangs to 15 straight 
playoff appearances 

and nine conference 
titles—including the last 
eight in a row. And with the Mustangs’ 
35-28 victory over Benedictine (Kan.) 
in 2018, Ryan brought Morningside’s 
first national title home as well. Ryan’s 
team returns a wealth of talent for its 
title defense, but Kansas Wesleyan 
and Benedictine will provide stiff 
challenges. 


TOP 10 

Nine starters return on each side of 
the ball for Morningside (lowa), but 
2018 NAIA Player of the Year Trent 
Solsma (5,391 passing yards, 72 TDs) 
must be replaced under center. Wide 
receiver Connor Niles (153 receptions, 
2,639 yards, 34 TDs) also departs from 
an offense that averaged 562.2 yards 
and 52.6 points per game. The defense 
will rely on senior LBs Jacob and Joel 
Katzer, who led the unit last year with 
120 and 118 tackles, respectively. 

New coach Myers Hendrickson 
takes over a loaded Kansas Wesleyan 
team that returns QB Johnny Feauto 
(3,273 passing yards, 41 TDs), RB 
Demarco Prewitt (2,371 rushing yards, 
38 TDs), WR Trenton Poe-Evans (59 
receptions, 955 yards, 14 TDs) and TE 
Charlie Simmons (57, 1,037, 13) from an 
offense that averaged 48.3 points per 
game. All-America DL Shaq Bradford 
(35.0 TFLs, 22.0 sacks) will anchor the 
defense. 

Benedictine (Kan.) returns plenty 
of firepower from a team that averaged 
44.0 points per game. Quarterback 
Shaefer Schuetz (3,037 passing yards, 
33 TDs) and RB Marquis Stewart (1,676 
rushing yards, 19 TDs) are among eight 
returning offensive starters. 

After consecutive national titles in 
2016-17, Saint Francis (ind.) lost in 
the semifinals last season. Coach Kevin 
Donley’s defense allowed just 281.2 
yards and 18.2 points per game, but 


the Cougars must replace standout LBs 
Eric Dunten (136 tackles) and Piercen 
Harnish (108) and DB Wilmer Cole. 
Junior Matt Crable (2,783 passing yards, 
26 TDs) returns to lead an offense that 
averaged 37.0 points per game. 

Concordia (Mich.) returns nine 
offensive starters from a team that 
won a school-record 10 games in 2018. 
The Cardinals will rely on the rushing 
tandem of senior Joe Conner (1,445 
yards, 18 TDs) and sophomore Omar 
Sinclair (469, 5) in their quest for a 
third consecutive playoff berth under 
coach Joshua Schumacher. 

Saint Xavier (Ill.) returns all 11 
starters from an offense that averaged 
30.3 points and 396.1 yards per game. 
The Cougars are explosive at wide 
receiver with senior Harold Davis (86 
receptions, 1,273 yards, 8 TDs) and 
junior Elliott Pipkin (66, 758, 9). Josh 
Hettiger will lead the defense at LB 
after recording 134 tackles and 9.0 
sacks. 

Jason Thoren was named head coach 
at Baker (Kan.) after a successful 
14-year stint as defensive coordinator 
for the Wildcats. The defense loses six 
of its top eight tacklers, so Thoren will 
rely on an offense that returns RB JD 
Woods (1,530 rushing yards, 16 TDs), 
QB Marco Aguinaga (1,652 passing 
yards, 16 TDs) and WR Sam Huckabee 
(71 catches, 989 yards, 10 TDs). 

Marian (Ind.) led the nation in 
rushing (98.7 ypg), total (249.6) and 
scoring defense (11.5 ppg) last season 
and returns eight starters on that side 
of the ball. The Knights have standouts 
at each level, led by DL Mac Dutra, LB 
Nickai Poyser and DB TJ Comer. 

New coach Mike Jasper takes over 
at Bethel (Tenn.) following a 10-win 
season in which the Wildcats led the 
country in scoring (55.0 ppg). Running 
back De’Ontay Tate (972 yards, 10 
TDs) will shoulder the load offensively 
while LB Jeremy Beaulieu (96 tackles) 
and DL Jeremy Johnson (71) anchor the 
defense. 

Reinhardt (Ga.) led the nation 
with 339.2 rushing yards per game 
last season. The Eagles should be solid 
on the ground again with the return 
of seven players who rushed for at 
least 200 yards, led by RB Montralius 
Mosely (686 yards, 9 TDs). 
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CLASS OF 2020 ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


DJ Viagalelei 
QB, Bellflower (Calif.) St. John Bosco 


a 


THE WEST 15 THE BEST 


Seven players from the left coast are among our top 20 players in this year’s rundown of the 


country’s top high school seniors. 


BY GREG BIGGINS 
247Sports 


he 2020 class is an especially strong 
one out West, with seven players 
from that region among the nation’s 
top 20, headlined by quarterback DJ 
Uiagalelei. Uiagalelei is the top signal- 
caller in the country and will be in 

contention for the top overall prospect in 

the country. 

Defensive lineman Bryan Bresee is 


currently the nation’s top prospect and 
like Uiagalelei, is a current “lean” to 
Clemson. Bresee is a dominant outside 
pass rusher but has the frame to move 
inside at the next level. 

The battle for the title of the nation’s 
top receiver prospect should be a highly 
competitive one all year long between 
Julian Fleming and Demond Demas. Both 
players have tremendous size, speed and 
ball skills and are as talented as any pass- 
catcher we have seen in a few years. 

Another intriguing position battle to 


watch will be at corner between Elias 
Ricks and Kelee Ringo. Ricks is long and 
athletic and picked off nine passes as a 
junior, returning four for touchdowns. 
Ringo is a big corner with an NFL body 
right now and has already run a 10.43 
time in the 100 meters this spring. 

Paris Johnson Jr. is the nation’s 
top-rated offensive lineman and also the 
highest rated commit in the country. The 
Ohio State pledge is a great-looking tackle 
prospect with exceptional length and 
athleticism. 
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FIRST-TEAM 
OFFENSE 


68 DJ UIAGALELEI 
6-4/240 
Bellflower (Calif.) St. John Bosco 
Uiagalelei has generational arm 
strength and can really drive the ball 
down the field. He’s the No. 6 player 
nationally in the 247Sports Composite 
but No. 3 by 247Sports and is coming off a 
big junior year where he threw for 3,366 
yards and 48 touchdowns. He can beat 
you with his legs as well and is a much 
better athlete than given credit for. He’s 
also a legitimate Major League Baseball 
prospect as a pitcher and could play both 
sports in college. 


®® ZACHARY EVANS 
5-11/200 
Houston North Shore 

Evans is the top-rated back in the 
nation and the No. 2 prospect in the 
country in the 247Sports Composite. He 
has a college body right now with both 
short-area quickness and tremendous 
top-end speed. He shows the ability to 
hit the home run from anywhere on the 
field as well as run tough between the 
tackles and led North Shore to a state 
championship a year ago. 


m® DEMARKCUS BOWMAN 
5-11/186 
Lakeland (Fla.) High 

Bowman is rated the No. 20 prospect 
nationally in the 247Sports Composite and 
is one of the most explosive backs in the 
country. He has a strong, muscled frame, 
shows very good short-area quickness and 
change of direction and the top end speed 
to score from anywhere on the field. He 
rushed for 2,422 yards and scored 36 
touchdowns last year and is also one of 
the state’s top sprinters. 


OL LUKE WYPLER 
6-3/285 
Montvale (N.J.) St. Joseph Regional 

Wypler had a dominant showing at the 
Under Armour Future 50 event in January 
and is the nation’s top center prospect. 
He’s tough, physical and nasty and plays 
with advanced technique. The Ohio 
State commit is rated the No. 51 player 
nationally in the 247Sports Composite and 
No. 23 by 247Sports. He has all the tools to 
be an early contributor for the Buckeyes. 


OL BRODERICK JONES 
6-5/275 
Lithonia (Ga.) High 


The Georgia commit checks in as 


Zachary Evans 
RB, Houston North Shore 


the No. 19 prospect nationally in the 
247Sports Composite and the nation’s 
No. 2 tackle prospect behind only Paris 
Johnson Jr. He has some of the quickest 
feet we have seen on a young tackle and 
moves like a player closer to 225 pounds 
rather than 275. He has an athletic frame 
and is a powerful athlete. As he refines as 
a pass blocker, his game will take off to 
another level. 


OL PARIS JOHNSON JR. 
6-7/295 
Cincinnati St. Xavier 

Johnson Jr. is the top-rated offensive 
lineman in the country and currently the 
No. 4 overall prospect nationally in the 
247Sports Composite. The Ohio State 
commit has a prototype tackle frame— 
long and athletic with long arms, great 
feet and lateral mobility. He’s a very fluid 
athlete who is a natural pass protector as 
well as a physical run blocker who can 
get to the second level. He has first-round 
NFL Draft potential. 


OL TURNER CORCORAN 
6-6/280 
Lawrence (Kan.) Free State 

Corcoran is the No. 55 prospect 
nationally in the 247Sports Composite 
and No. 32 by 247Sports. He has a long 
frame with plenty of room to add size 
and strength. He shows the positional 
versatility to play multiple spots on the 
line. He has tackle feet but could move 
inside depending on how he moves with 
an additional 25 pounds or so. Coaches 


and recruiting analysts love the nastiness 
he possesses, and he has the perfect 
temperament needed to dominate in the 
trenches. 


OL JAYLEN GARTH 
6-5/285 
Port Neches (Texas) Groves 

The Texas commitment is the No. 
164 prospect nationally in the 247Sports 
Composite but No. 40 by 247Sports. He 
has a tackle frame with long arms and 
excellent lateral mobility. Garth is a very 
fluid athlete with easy athleticism and 
should have no problem staying at tackle 
as he adds the necessary weight he’ll 
need to excel at the next level. He plays 
with the physicality to slot in at right 
tackle with the feet needed to play on the 
left side as well. 


YE DARNELL WASHINGTON 
6-7/248 
Las Vegas Desert Pines 

Washington has tremendous upside at 
tight end or defensive end. He’s a brutal 
matchup because of his 6-7 frame, huge 
catch radius and athleticism. He’s not just 
tall, he’s very quick getting in and out of 
his breaks, a fluid route runner and has 
very strong hands. He’s also a standout 
basketball player and state champion in 
the shot put. 


We JULIAN FLEMING 
6-3/210 
Catawissa (Pa.) Southern Columbia 


Fleming is a man-child and one of 
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CLASS OF 2020 ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


the strongest receivers we have seen 

in a while. He looks like a linebacker 
but has very good speed and is a 
high-level athlete. He excelled on both 
sides of the ball last season and was the 
Pennsylvania Gatorade Player of the 
Year after catching 78 balls for 1,524 
yards and 22 touchdowns to go with 
four interceptions, including three he 
returned for scores. He’s the fifth-ranked 
player in the 247Sports Composite. 


WR DEMOND DEMAS 
6-3/182 
Tomball (Texas) High 

Demas lit up the Opening Regional in 
Houston and was upgraded to a five-star 
prospect for his efforts. He’s tong with 
electric speed, high-level body control 
and very good hands. The Texas A&M 
commit caught 50 balls for 1,574 yards 
and 23 touchdowns as a junior and is one 
of the region’s top long jumpers as well. 
He’s rated the No. 22 prospect nationally 
in the 247Sports Composite but No. 11 by 
247Sports. 


ATH ARIK GILBERT 
6-5/245 
Marietta (Ga.) High 

Gilbert is one of the nation’s top 
“jumbo” athletes and checks in as the No. 
ll prospect nationally in the 247Sports 
Composite. He can play on either side 
of the ball but worked out with the tight 
ends/receivers at the Opening Regional 
in Georgia and looked great. He has 
an NFL body right now and has drawn 
comparisons to former Alabama tight 
end Irv Smith Jr. 


FIRST-TEAM 
DEFENSE 


DL BRYAN BRESEE 
5-5/290 
Damascus (Md.) High 

Bresee has been the top-ranked 
prospect in the 247Sports Composite 
for close to a year now. He has a 
rare combination of size, power and 
athleticism and shows the positional 
versatility to play inside or outside and 
fits in equally well in a 3-4 or 4-3 scheme. 
He’s quick off the ball and can beat an 
opposing lineman with speed or with a 
bull rush. 


DL JORDAN BURCH 

6-5/250 

Columbia (S.C.) Hammond School 
Burch is the No. 8 player nationally 

in the 247Sports Composite and No. 2 


Justin Flowe § 
Upland ( 


player by 247Sports. He has all the tools 
to be a dominant player at the next level 
and on Sundays as well. He’s explosive 
off the ball, shows lateral mobility, 
strength at the point of attack, a nonstop 
motor and the ability to run down plays 
from behind. He’s equally strong as a run 
defender or pass rusher and will be in 
contention all year to take over that No. 1 
spot in the rankings. 


DL DESMOND EVANS 
6-6/238 
Sanford (N.C.) Lee County 

Evans has a great frame with plenty 
of room to pack on good weight without 
losing any of his athleticism. He’s a 
natural pass rusher who’s still developing 
counter moves but can dominate strictly 
with his quickness, speed and physicality. 
He had 12.0 sacks and 25.0 tackles for 
loss as a junior and is currently rated 
the No. 17 prospect nationally in the 
247Sports Composite. 


DL CHRIS BRASWELL 
6-3/220 
Baltimore St. Frances Academy 

The Alabama commit checks in as 
the No. 14 player in the country in the 
247Sports Composite and flashes the 


ability to play multiple positions in 
college. He’s a hybrid outside linebacker/ 
defensive end and projects as a big-time 
rusher off the edge. He’s a high-level 
athlete who had 12.0 sacks as a junior 
and shows the speed to turn the corner 
and run down any quarterback. 


L® SAV’ELL SMALLS 
6-3/230 
Burien (Wash.) Kennedy Catholic 

Smalls is one of the most versatile 
players in the country and could play 
as many as four positions in college. 
We think he projects as a pass-rushing 
outside linebacker, but he could also play 
inside, grow into a defensive end and 
has elite skills as a tight end as well. He’s 
currently the No. 7 player nationally in 
the 247Sports Composite but No. 4 by 
247Sports. 


LS JUSTIN FLOWE 
6-2/225 
Upland (Calif.) High 

When you hear the term ‘playing 
with his hair on fire,’ that’s definitely 
Flowe. He’s the most physical linebacker 
to come out of the west in years and 
reminds some onlookers of a more 
athletic Vontaze Burfict. He’s underrated 


FLOWE: PHOTO COURTESY OF 247 SPORTS 
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as an athlete and moves well in space 
and has really improved in coverage, 
but his calling card is as a physical 
run-stuffer. He’s currently rated 

the No. 3 prospect nationally in the 
247Sports Composite. 


LS MEKHAIL SHERMAN 
6-3/234 
Washington (D.C.) St. John’s College 
Sherman missed most of his junior 
season with a torn ACL but still ranks 
as the No. 13 player nationally in the 
247Sports Composite and No. 8 by 
247Sports. He might be the fastest 
inside linebacker in the country 
and clocked a 4.53 in the 40 at The 
Opening Finals last year. He’s the 
complete package as a player and 
can rush the quarterback, drop in 
coverage, play in space and make 
plays sideline to sideline. 


D8 ELIAS RICKS 
6-2/188 
Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei 

Ricks had a huge junior year 
with nine interceptions and took 
four back to the house. His length, 
quickness, closing speed and 
instincts are as good as you'll see 
at the high school level. He shows 
great anticipation without gambling 
too much and is arguably the state’s 
best corner prospect in at least the 
last five years. He’s currently rated 
the No. 10 prospect nationally in the 
247Sports Composite. 


28 KELEE RINGO 
6-2/205 
Scottsdale (Ariz.) Saguaro 

Ringo is a big corner with 
incredible speed. He’s a legitimate 
track star who could run a sub-10.4 
time in the 100 meters this year. You 
don’t see that often in corners as 
big as Ringo. He’s a tough, physical 
player as well and really excels 
in press coverage. He can bully 
opposing receivers at the line and 
has the speed to turn and run with 
anyone. He’s currently the No. 12 
prospect nationally in the 247Sports 
Composite. 


©O8 CLARK PHILLIPS III 
5-10/178 
La Habra (Calif.) High 

Phillips II is a bulldog who plays 
with an aggressive edge and is very 
tough to separate from. He has 
excellent short-area quickness and 
change of direction with the long 
speed to shadow faster receivers 


down the field. He put up big 
numbers as a receiver last season 
catching 19 touchdown passes but 
projects best as a slot corner in 
college. He’s currently rated the No. 
37 player nationally in the 247Sports 
Composite and No. 24 by 247Sports. 


08 DONTAE MANNING 
6-0/175 
Kansas City Raytown 

Manning is ranked the No. 181 
prospect nationally in the 247Sports 
Composite but No. 38 by 247Sports. 
He’s one of the fastest corners in the 
country and when combined with 
his natural cover ability, length and 
ball skills, he projects as a legitimate 
lockdown corner at the next level. He 
also shows dynamic ability as a return 
man and his upside is extremely high. 


FIRST-TEAM 
SPECIALISTS 


ATH/AP DREW SANDERS 
6-5/215 
Denton (Texas) Ryan 

The Oklahoma commit is the 
No. 36 player in the country in the 
247Sports Composite and No. 16 
by 247Sports. He’s an outstanding 
player on both sides of the ball 
and has NFL potential as an edge 
rusher and a tight end. He has also 
played quarterback and receiver 
but probably projects best as a tight 
end in college. He has great length, 
speed and ball skills and should be 
a matchup nightmare for opposing 
linebackers and safeties to cover. 


* PARKER LEWIS 
6-3/200 
Scottsdale (Ariz.) Saguaro 

Lewis went to USC’s camp last 
summer and committed to the 
Trojans shortly after earning an 
offer. He handles all kicking duties at 
Saguaro but will focus on field goals 
and kickoffs for the Trojans. 


© MILES TILLMAN 
5-11/180 
Harvest (Ala.) Sparkman 

Tillman handled kickoffs and field 
goals as well as the punting duties for 
Sparkman but is on our team for his 
punting. He was an All-State selection 
and Max Preps Junior All-American 
after averaging 45 yards per punt. 
His ability to flip field position was 
big all year and he’s also carrying a 
3.8 GPA off the field as well. 


SECOND TEAM 


QUARTERBACK 
» Bryce Young 
6-0/176, Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei 


RUNNING BACKS 
» Kendall Milton 
6-2/220, Clovis (Calif.) Buchanan 
» Bijan Robinson 
6-0/200, Tucson (Ariz.) Salpointe Catholic 


WIDE RECEIVERS 
» Rakim Jarrett 

6-0/182, Washington (D.C.) St. John’s College 
» Jalen McMillan 

Fresno (Calif.) San Joaquin Memorial 


TIGHT END 
» Michael Mayer 
6-5/240, Alexandria (Ky.) Covington Catholic 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
» Andrew Raym 
6-5/300, Broken Arrow (Okla.) High 
» Justin Rogers 
6-2/311, Oak Park (Mich.) High 
®» Myles Hinton 
6-6/308, Norcross (Ga.) 
Greater Atlanta Christian 
» Tosh Baker 
6-8/275, Phoenix Pinnacle 
» Issiah Walker Jr. 
6-4/284, Miami Norland 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
» Myles Murphy 
6-5/260, Powder Springs (Ga.) Hillgrove 
» Braiden McGregor 
6-5/248, Port Huron (Mich.) Northern 
» Demonte Capehart 
6-4/270, Hartsville (S.C.) High 
» Gervon Dexter 
6-6/276, Lake Wales (Fla.) High 


LINEBACKERS 
» Jordan Botelho 
6-3/220, Honolulu St. Louis 
» Curtis Jacobs 
6-2/220, Owings Mills (Md.) McDonogh School 
» Noah Sewell 
6-2/266, Orem (Utah) High 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
» Jordan Morant 
6-1/195, Oradell (N.J.) Bergen Catholic 
» Lathan Ransom 
6-2/200, Tucson (Ariz.) Salpointe Catholic 
» Myles Slusher 
6-0/181, Broken Arrow (Okla.) High 
» Fred Davis II 
6-1/182, Jacksonville (Fla.) Trinity Christian 
Academy 


ATHLETE 
» Ja’Quinden Jackson 
6-2/219, Duncanville (Texas) High 


KICKER/PUNTER 
» Jack Olsen 
5-11/170, Wheaton (Ill.) Warrenville South 
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2018 DIVISION 1 FINAL STANDINGS 


FS eee 


AMERICAN 


UCF 8 

Temple 7 1 Sil 12/8 5 454 352 
Cincinnati 6 2 275 9/1 2 454 224 
South Florida 35 184 265/7 6 370 416 
East Carolina 17 9 
Connecticut 06 


9 289 355 


ACC 


Clemson 80 15 0 664 197 
Syracuse 6 2 318 224/10 3 523 351 
NC. State 5 3 267 2291/9 4 440 324 
BostonCollege 4 4 209 208)7 5 384 308 
Florida State 3 5 163 250/5 7 263 378 
Wake Forest a 7 6 427 433 
Lovisville 08 2 10 237 529 


Pittsburgh 6 2 7 7 357 389 
Georgia Tech 5 3 264 236/7 6 437 381 
Virginia 4 4 194 173/8 5 370 261 
Miami (Fla.) 4 4 197 144)7 & 374 253 
Virginia Tech 4 4 196 237/6 7 388 403 
Duke 35 176 266)8 5 382 354 
North Carolina 1 7 216 289]2 9 301 380 
BIGTEN 


Ohio State 81 13 1 593 357 
Michigan 8 1 331 164)10 3 457 257 
Penn State 6 3 256 186)9 4 439 267 
MichiganState 5 4 155 49/7 6 243 223 
Maryland 3 6 249 266)5 7 342 344 
Indiana 27 5 7 3i7 359 
Rutgers 09 1M 162.377 


Northwestern 81 955 
Wisconsin 5 4 25) 250)8 5 386 294 
Purdue 5 4 297 254]6 7 397 390 
lowa 5 4 294 185]9 4 405 231 
Nebraska 3 6 268 309)4 8 360 375 
Minnesota 3 6 247 308)7 6 376 345 
Minois 2 7 228 410]4 8 312 473 
BIG12 

Oklahoma 8 1 464 338/12 2 677 466 
Texas 7 2 286 233)00 4 435 362 
lowa State 6 3 266 220/8 5 348 298 
West Virginia 6 3 373 261/8 4 483 326 
Tcu 45 Ml 234/7 6 306 300 
Baylor 4 5 220 287|7 6 384 412 
Kansas State 3 6 192 233]5 7 270 305 
Texas Tech 3 6 281 277)5 7 448 373 
OklahomaState 3 6 304 338)7 6 499 422 
Kansas 1 8 17 313}3 9 286 360 
CONFERENCE USA 


Middle Tennessee 7 | 8 6 
Marshall 6 2 222 42/9 4 367 284 
Florida intl. 6 2 252 94/9 4 450 328 
Charlotte 4 4 183 2011/5 7 260 319 
FloridaAtlantic 3 5 241 207/5 7 373 381 
Old Dominion 26 48 
WesternKentucky 2 6 2.9 


UAB cg 3 418 238 
North Texas 5 3 242 199]9 4 450 314 
LouisianaTech 5 3 182 159]8 5 32] 299 
SouthernMiss 5 3 200 166)6 5 288 218 
UTSA 2 6 101 226/3 9 10 374 
UTEP 1 7 158 260)1 Wt 212 393 
Rice 17 125 254|2 Wt 246 468 


CONFERENCE OVERALL 


WL PF PAWL PF PA 


Buffalo 7 1 284 197}10 4 484 363 
Miami (Ohio) 6 2 276 193)6 6 337 306 
Ohio 6 2 337 167/9 4 521 320 
BowlingGreen 2 6 195 279)3 9 292 480 
Akron 2 48 

Kent State 1 2 


Northernillinois 6 2 200 158)8 6 

Toledo 5 3 313 27]7 6 525 397 
Western Michigan 5 3 251 281]7 6 416 449 
EasternMichigan 5 3 217 168)7 6 351 287 
Ball State 3 5 202 293)4 8 290 389 
Central Michigan O 8 16 226] 1 I 180 328 
MOUNTAIN WEST 


Boise State 71 0 3 

Utah State 7 1 357 193)11 2 618 289 
Wyoming 4 4 170 1682/6 6 248 264 
Air Force 3 5 249 252{5 7 363 309 
Colorado State 2 6 39 2 441 
New Mexico 17 3.9 319 434 


Fresno State V1 12 2 485 198 
Nevada 5 3 225 17918 5 404 350 
Hawaii 5 3 229 292/8 6 431 491 
SanDiegoState 4 4 1/9 175)7 6 268 288 
UNLV 2 6 206 336]4 8 345 447 
SanJoseState | 7 192 277|1 MN 255 439 
PAC-12 


Washington q2 10 4 369 229 
WashingtonState 7 2 329 234) 11 2 488 303 
Stanford 6 3 277 227)9 4 369 298 
Oregon 5 4 29) 264)9 4 453 330 
California 45 7 6 280 265 
Oregon State 18 2 10 313 548 


Utah 6 3 277 9 5 393. 272 
Arizona State 5 4 283 253]7 6 389 332 
USC 4 5 239 242]5 7 313 324 
Arizona 4 § 273 287)5 7 376 391 
UCLA 3 6 243 296)3 9 295 409 
Colorado 2 7 202 27245 7 325 327 
SEC 


Georgia 71 3 530 269 
Kentucky 5 3 146 132}10 3 346. 219 
Florida 5 3 209 205/10 3 455 260 
SouthCarolinag 4 4 230 243)7 6 391 354 
Missouri 4 4 247 196)8 5 476 331 
Vanderbilt 35 6 7 370 346 
Tennessee 26 5 7 273 335 


Mabama 80 1 684 271 
Texas A&M 5 3 242 25119 4 468 329 
LSU 5 3 237 203/10 9 421 283 
MississippiState 4 4 194 15/8 5 371 Wt 
Auburn 3.5 1B 197]8 5 402 249 
Ole Miss 1 7 176 328)5 7 407 434 
Arkansas 0 8 138 319}2 10 260 417 
SUNBELT 


Appalachian State 7 | 2 485 201 
Troy 7 1 238 150/10 3 399 286 
GeorgiaSouthern 6 2 247 171/10 3 396 280 
CoastalCarolina 2 6 7 320 398 
Georgia State 17 10 287 449 


Louisiana 5t3) 7 7 447 479 
ArkansasState 5 3 270 199/8 5 394 333 
Louisiana-Monroe 4 4 233 212/6 6 319 381 
SouthAlabama 2 6 7) 32))3 9 290 465 
Texas State 1 7 146 232)3 9 237 332 


FCS 


OOF onnrwsiS S 


WL PE PA 
BIGSKY 
Weber State 7 1 235 161 
East.Washington 7 | 384 135 
UC Davis 7 1 356 217 
Idaho State 5 3 279 260 
MontanaState 5 3 238 212 
Montana 44 272 244 
CalPoly 4 4 251 312 
NorthernArizona 3 4 194 241 
Idaho 3.5 195 260 
PortlandState 3 5 206 250 
NorthernColorado 2 6 195 303 
SouthernUtah =| 7 195 312 
SacramentoState 0 7 144 294 
BIGSOUTH 
KennesawState 5 0 250 4) 
Monmouth 41 169 131 
CharlestonSouth. 3 2 82 89 
Gardner-Webb 2 3 132 155 
Campbell 1 4 69 140 
Presbyterian 05 47 193 
COLONIAL 
Maine 7 1 224 152 
JamesMadison 6 2 318 136 
Delaware 5 3219 210 
Stony Brook 5 3 230 151 
Towson 5 3 304 227 
Elon 43 in 
Rhodelsland 4 4 213 238 
William&Mary 3 4 105 170 
NewHampshire 3 5 15) 196 
Villanova 2 6 176 224 
Richmond 2 6 143 283 
Albany 1 7 160 249 
IVY LEAGUE 
Princeton 7 0 303 107 
Dartmouth 6 1 223 106 
Harvard 4 3 219 150 
Columbia 3 4 133 189 
Pennsylvania 3.4 91 155 
Yale 3 4 197 212 
Cornell 2.5 138 215 
Brown 0 7 93 263 
MEAC 
NorthCarolinaA&T 6 1 231 86 
Bethune-Cookman 5 2 199 194 
Florida A&M 5 2 205 15 
$.C. State 4 3 158 155 
Howard 4 3 235 193 
NC. Central 3.4 M49 214 
Morgan State 3 4 146 162 
Norfolk State 2.5 89 2N 
DelawareState 2 5 19 20) 
SavannahState 1 6 Ill 161 
MISSOURI VALLEY 
NorthDakotaState 8 0 328 14 
SouthDakotaState 6 2 319 203 
Northern lowa 5 3 220 177 
Indiana State 5 3 238 238 
Westernillinois 4 4 195 199 
Illinois State 3.5 221 191 
Youngstown State 3 5 174 217 
South Dakota 35 27 294 
MissouriState 2 6 144 306 
Southernillinois | 7 197 314 
NORTHEAST 
Duquesne 5 1 208 150 
Sacred Heart 5 1 193 107 
CentralConn.State 4 2 239 153 
Wagner 3 3 184 202 
St.Francis(Pa.) 2 4 NO 14 
Bryant 2 4 160 242 
Robert Morris 0 6 126 252 
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moss 


WL PF OPA 


24) 354 


565 200 
365 347 
233. 259 
221 407 
213 242 
142 296 


31 327 
44) 190 
293 258 
322 244 
414 346 
268 260 
333. 310 
136 262 
196 251 
275 257 
243: 359 
232 337 


470. 130 
340 120 
304 218 
231 252 
186. 209 
295. 285 
19] 297 
143 362 


361 170 
359. 365 
290 243 
215 268 
336 341 
289 335 
206 282 
207 300 
184 369 
134 293 


622 189 
553 290 
333-277 
349 310 
263 286 
350 220 
254 299 
294 376 
253 396 
331 448 


380. 363 
309 243 
372 280 
308 437 
288 222 
357 446 
IM 478 


WoL PF PAIWL PF PA 


OHIO VALLEY 

JacksonvilleState 7 1 319 161}9 4 $20 323 
Southeast Missouri 6 2 322 228}9 4 482 403 
EasternKentucky 5 2 156 180}7 4 296 316 
Murray State 5 3 274 261/5 6 307 384 
TennesseeState 3 4 203 255)4 5 264 289 
Easternillinois 3 5 286 287)3 8 357 445 
Austin Peay 3 5 238 252)5 6 340 337 
UT Martin 2 6 243 232)2 9 318 378 
TennesseeTech 1 7 166 351]1 10 198 507 
PATRIOT 

Colgate 6 0 223 26/10 2 324 12 
Holy Cross 4 2 178 101}5 6 268 286 
Georgetown 4 2 103 106)5 6 172 232 
Lehigh 2 4 15 89/3 8 183 386 
Lafayette 2 4 73 17213 8 143 323 
Fordham 24 97 130)2 9 174 310 
Bucknell 15 83 148] 1 10 147 3n 
PIONEER 

San Diego 8 0 351 202/9 3 454 350 
Stetson 6 2 262 255]8 2 373 296 
Drake 6 2 234 123]7 4 326 20 
Marist 5 3 217 183/5 6 282 293 
Dayton 5 3 298 188)6 5 394 287 
Davidson 3 5 320 347/6 5 494 449 
Butler 2 6 198 284)4 7 259 372 
MoreheadState 2 6 192 329)3 8 303 475 
Valparaiso 2 6 242 293]2 9 290 392 
Jacksonville 1 7 218 328)2 8 284 387 
SOUTHERN 

Wofford 6 2 252 175|9 4 385 247 
EastTenn.State 6 2 209 27/8 4 312 317 
Furman 6 2 258 189)6 4 272 282 
Samford 5 3 321 221)6 5 423 290 
Chattanooga 4 4 189 4816 5 236 231 
Mercer 4 4 250 253)5 6 337 357 
The Citadel 44 241 22515 6 328 333 
WesternCarolina 1 7 260 365}3 8 347 451 
VMI 0 8 220 375] 1 1 257 530 
SOUTHLAND 

Nicholls 7 2 307 147)9 4 420 284 
IncarnateWord 6 2 297 220)6 5 357 375 
Lamar 6 3 288 240)7 5 37 340 
McNeese 5 4 209 222)6 5 229 266 
SamHoustonState 5 4 266 253/6 5 330 309 
CentralArkansas 5 4 283 236/6 5 336 287 
AbileneChristian S 4 263 217)6 5 33) 296 
SE Louisiana 4 5 250 304)4 7 281 369 
NWState 45 21 345 6 312 380 
StephenF.Austin 2 7 175 270)2 8 181 333 
HoustonBaptist 0 9 225 4i1}1 10 301 481 


AlcornState 61 4 
Alabama A&M 5 2 230 139)6 5 310 256 
Jackson State 4 3 133 150)5 5 165 245 
AlabamaState 3 4 1 

Miss. Valley State 1 6 


Southern 6 1 714 
PrairieViewA&M 4 3 251 185|5 6 368 297 
GramblingState 4 3 207 111}6 5 322 277 
Ark.-PineBluff 1 6 178 296}2 9 278 475 
TexasSouthern =| 6 136 216)2 9 20) 365 
INDEPENDENTS 
FBS 
Notre Dame 12 1 408 237 
Army West Point M2 426 230 
-- - -|7 6 354 278 
Liberty = - > + 76 6 999 442 
Massachusetts - {4 8 394 515 
NewMexicoState - - 3.9 303 496 


2018 DIVISION 2 & 3 FINAL STANDINGS 


OVERALL 


BZ CONFERENCE 
WoL PF PA 


CONFERENCE — OVERALL ‘ps CONFERENCE | OVERALL 


WL PF PAWL PF PA WL PF PAWL PF PA 


NORTHERN SUN : AMERICAN RIVERS 


> Wartburg 7 1 365 139)8 3 470 217 
BowieState 5 1 10 2 401 353 Minnesota-Duluth Ti 0 473 116/11 1 490 49 ©: Central 6 2 293 200/8 2 358 213 
VirginiaUnion 5 1 329 122/8 2 452 189 MinnSt-Moorhead 8 3 312 312/8 4 328 363 : Dubuque 6 2 268 209|7 3 295 257 
Chowan 4 2 263 196/6 4 419 366 BemidjiState 7 4 420 10/7 4 420 210 : Simpson 6 2 236 1557 3 286 196 
VirginiaState 3 3 201 154/4 5 263 190 St.CloudState 7 4 255 2587 4 255 258 : Coe 5 3 206 193]6 4 255 226 
lincoln(Pa) 1 5 &2 335/1 9 89 466 NorthenState 4 7 247 305/47 247 305: Loras 35 219 302/4 6 331 367 
ElizabethCitySt. 0 6 1 7 108 293 Minn.-Crookston i 10 109 467/1 10 109 467 : NebraskaWesleyan 2 6 202 2827/3 7 236 322 
Minot State | 1 10 173 494 = Luther 1 7 148 285)1 9 198 371 
FayettevilleState 5 1 6 3 377 238 Mar | 1 10 178 439 =: BuenaVista 0 8 139 3N}1 9 198 425 
Shaw 4 2 186 157/5 5 250 293 : 
Winston-SalemSt. 4 2 212 133|5 4 242 187 Minnesota State 0 1 : AMERICANSOUTHWEST 
JohnsonC.Smith 2 4 119 182|3 8 153 363 Winona State 8 3 35) 252)8 3 351 252: MaryHardin-Baylor 9 0 532 57/15 0 801 127 
St.Augustine’s 2 4 145 210/2 7 173 324 Sioux Falls 7 4 372 209)7 4 372 209 : Hardin-Simmons 8 1 480 17319 2 528 233 
Livingstone 15 173 289}3 6 173 289 Augustana(S.0.) 7 4 379 299/7 4 379 299 : TexasLutheran 6 3 336 255]7 3 355 269 
Concordia-St.Paul 5 6 229 260/5 6 229 260 : fastTexasBaptist 6 3 374 254)6 4 418 313 
GREAT AMERICAN SWMinn.State 4 7 280 292|4 7 280 292 : LouisianaCollege 5 4 283 304)5 5 283 382 
OuachitaBaptist 11 0 382 106/12 1 431 190 WayneState(Neb) 3 8 213 305/38 213 305; Southwester(Tex) 5 4 308 273)6 4 350 294 
Harding 9 2 401 14/9 3 420 135 Upperlowa 3 6 253 343) 3 8 253 343) McMurry 2 7 19 443)2 8 149 487 
SouthernArkansas 8 3 314 209/8 4 339 239 : Belhaven(Miss.) 2 7 98 268)2 8 10) 306 
SEOklahomaState 6 5 242 169/6 5 242 169 PENNSYLVANIA STATE ; SulRossState 1 8 143 413)1 9 163 455 
Atk-Monticello 6 5 302 316|/6 6 324 346 : HowardPayne = 1-8 162 405) 1 9 165 440 
HendersonState 5 6 282 291|5 6 282 291 5 NAL 1 WestChester 6 0 226 110\10 1 421 182; 
Oklahoma Baptist 5 6 314 449/5 6 314 449 aoe AATTHEWPEAROE/ICONSPORTSWRE Kutztown 5 1 245 19|9 2 48 283 ; CENTENNIAL 
NWOkla.State 4 7 255 295|4 7 255 295 . Bloomsburg 42 149 1241/6 5 252 234 : JohnsHopkins 8 | 414 119)12 2 64i 219 
SouthernNazarene 3 8 189 329/3 8 189 329 | 2018D2national champion Shippensburg 3 3 214 42/6 5 372 295 : Muhlenberg —8_|-349. 131} 11 2 448 219 
East Central 48 167 343/3 8 167 343 ValdostaState Millersville 2 4 75 195) 2 9 150 389 ©: Susquehanna 6 3 238 184)8 3 293 198 
SWOkla.State 3 8 256 373}3 8 256 373 Lock Haven 1 5 108 243)2 9 202 493 Ursinus 6 3 241 200)8 3 345 227 
ArkansasTech 3 8 159 269|3 8 159 269 EastStroudsburg 0 6 133 217/29 273 414; Franklin&Marshall 6 3 241 179/8 3 306 220 
WL PF PAWL PF PA Dickinson 4 § 195 242]4 6 205 258 
GREATLAKES SlipperyRock 7 0 299 143/11 3 521 297 =: Moravian 4 5 384 261)5 5 208 261 
"| i + McDaniel 2 7 144 «217)3 7 IN 229 
Ferris State 8 DO 300 164/15 1 629328 =LONESTAR feral : ; B e H ; = be t Gertyshurg ee 
Grand Valley State 7 1 290 15610 2 393 229 Tarleton State 8 0 300 157/12 1 585. 214 iach 24 GT) 6 28; Juniata 0.9 m0 352/0 10 133 390 
Ashland 6 2 223 16/6 4 257 161 ercyhurst 665 6 25 : 
f Tex.A&M-Commerce 7 1 256 166 10 3 425 263 Edinboro 34 176 19\6 5 347 282: 
Saginaw ValleySt. 5 3 189 6/8 3 296 183 — MidwesternState 6 2 325 207/8 2 418 236 - Clarion > 5 iio We 47 2 2 «©, COLLEGE CONFERENCE OF 
Northwood = 35 TI 295) 3 7 184 362 WestTexash&M 4 4 176 224/6 5 253 24 Gannon ) i) 272 9 29) 3@) +. ~FLLINOIS& WISCONSIN 
Davenport 3 5 167 210)6 5 244 230 Angelostate. 44-260 2729/6 6 401 348 Hil 43 a7 485; NorthCentral(I) 8 1 373 127/10 2 524 168 
MichiganTech 2 6 153 26/4 6 204 266 i Setontil 16 164 30} 1 27 48 ! 
roe | 7 la 6 mao i | a | See eae 
WayneState(Mich) 1 7 212 263)2 9 262 318 toy permianBasin 1 7 141 252|2 9 215 322 ROCKYMOUNTAINATHLETIC = = Wheaton) 7 2 399 83/8 2 431 90 
West.NewMexico 0 8 122 353/0 10 141 447 — ColoradoMines_ = 9 1 S07 237/10 2 566 301: Millikin 5 4 269 322/6 4 294 343 
GREATLAKES VALLEY Colo.State-Pueblo 9) 404 118/11 2 474 172 Carthage 4 5 276 233)4 6 285 253 
Indianapolis 7-0 268 86/10 2 382 208 MID-AMERICA ChadronState 7 3.372 2357 3 372 335 = Augustana(ill) 3 6 197 234)4 6 223 241 
MissouriS@T 6 1 272 14 \10 2 409 246 —FortHaysState 9 2 338 1988/9 3 365 226 pr : ; a Pa A ‘ “ bs : Carrol(Wis.) © 27 82 313/37 12? 339 
TrumanState 5 2 2i1 157|6 5 292 253  —NWMissouriState 9 2 413 146/10 2 476 190 ae blonds Pe Es = ‘ita | North Park 1 8 124 338)2 8 152 351 
McKendree 4 3 739 242/6 5 393 389 PittsburgState 8 3 331 231/83 3 2 ih 4 Cis eel i Elmhurst 0 9 91 365}1 9 2 385 
Quincy 3 4 102 195|4 4 169 335  EmporiaState 7 4 322 2958 4 352 317 — SouthDaxotaMines i 
: AdamsState 4 6 393 512/47 43 57) | COMMONWEALTHCOAST 
Lincoln(Mo.) 2 5 133 197/3 8 177 332  CentralOklahoma 7 4 322 207/8 4 363 241 oe es EAR ee 
WiliamJewell 1 6 131 2301 8 171 262 — WissouriWesterm 6 5 300 248/7 5 330 273  WestemColorado 2 8 278 33 ; West.NewEngland 5 1 306 103)8 3 472 248 
Southwest Bapti eet BlackHillsState 2 8 214 388)3 8 242 408 : SalveRegina 5 1 202 128/7 4 310 278 
ptist 0 7 18 226) 0 10 162 383 Central Missouri 5 6 362 312\5 6 382 312 z ! 
Nebraska-Kearney 5 6 308 237/5 6 308 237 — FortLewis V9 223 358/19 223'358 = Endicott 5 | 283 172}7 4 391 302 
Washburn 5 6 3i 20/5 6 3N 270 : Nichols 33 146 209)5 5 258 282 
GREAT MIDWEST Lindenwood = 7317 334.4 7 37 34S SOUTH ATLANTIC Curry 1 5 187 27/3 7 254 340 
Hillsdale 8 0 295 136/10 3 417 255 —MisgouriSouthern 1 10 Bl 510/110 BI SIO Lenoir Rhyne 7 0 325 M41 \12 2 574 325 = NewEngland 1 5 16 284)2 7 202 39 
OhioDominican 6 2 345 146) 9 2 445 221 — NortheasternState 0 11 MI 558/0 1) i) 558 Wingate 5 2 227 63/9 4 422 261 : Becker “15 B 10)1 9 NO 323 
Tiffin G 2 2M 29/9 2 332 279 Tusculum 43 182 12/5 5 27 219 «= 
Findlay 6 2 347 72/8 3 45322  QUNTAINEAST Carson-Newman 4 3 27 19917 4 356.20 ; RASTERNCOLLEOIATE 
Walsh 44 116 74 6 186 249 : Marsill 7 4 24 28814 6 264 364; Husson 6 0 304 67]8 3 421 183 
NotreDame(Ohio) 10 0 349 186/13 1 454 254 Marsh 2 Ms 
AldersonBroaddus 35 323 316/4 7 406 416 © OTE MN GO ono iat g 7 433 203 Newberty 34-7 16/5 6 230 190 ; SUNYMaritime §=5 1 227 | 7 4 359 242 
KentuckyWesleyan 2 6 157 329/37 200 313 hah es 3 ua mel] 238 28 Catawba 9 5 2H 3/4 7 305 352; Dean 4 2 158 160/5 5 281 279 
Malone 1 7 247 346|2 8 312 422 © 2peher : ; tha; Gallaudet 3 3 107 193)3 5 156 263 
, Charleston(WVa) 6 4 246 184/6 5 270 219 Limestone 0 7 17 324) 0 10 181 434; 
Lake Erie 0 8 93 383/0 Nl 112 523 sg Castleton 1 5 128 204/2 8 195 347 
WestVirginiaState 55 297 2786 5 388 a : AlfredState 1 5 96 217|1 9 162 378 
GlenvilleState 5-5 228 2985 6 245 343 SQUTHERNINTERCOLLEGIATE = AnnaMaria 15 102 oli 9 130 359 
fesaPactie TTS) T2|@ 4300360 Wim Ba 2S 6 20 cae Sas 
Cent.Washington 7 1 412 153|8 3 525 267  WestLiberty 3 7 244 341/3 8 275 375 sake f2.wemle3 mie iB 
: Brockport 7 0 313 SO}N 1 500 124 
WesternOregon 4 4 226 183\5 6 270 233 Concord 2 8 264 429)2 9 298 477 Morehouse 33 Wt 153/7 3 261 238} SUNY-Cortland 5 2 264 12817 3 393 181 
Humboldt State 2 6 145 28 2 é is a W.va.Wesleyan 1 9 250 398) 1 10 253 457 orate atlanta 2 4 122 47\3 7 16 261: Alfred 44193 5/7 4 305 2322 
SimonFraser 0 8 105 348 67 40 FortValleyState 2 4 99 147|2 8 148 304 : MorrisvilleState 4 3 201 192/6 5 34) 349 
NORTHEAST-10 TT § ic, 43 m2 tl? 4 380 26 
GULF SOUTH LIUPost 9 0 275 83\10 1 330 142 ~— Miles 42 162 40/5 6 273 281 : StJohnFisher 3 4 125 195]3 6 151 253 
ValdostaState 8 0 422 188|14 0 728 316 — NewHaven 8 i 282 52/9 3 368 290  CentralState 3 3 157 10/5 5 263 276 : BuffaloState- 1 6 107 2689/1 9 177 309 
WestGeorgia 7 1 269 172|10 2 421 251 Assumption 6 3 344 172/6 4 372 204 Tuskegee 3.3 198 115)5 5 229 174 Hartwick 0 7 68 354]2 B 193 467 
WestAlabama 5 3 228 168/8 4 352 275 Pace 6 3 207 221|7 3 230 231 Lane 2 4 106 55/3 6 134 209: 
Floridatech 5 3 247 188|/8 4 344 278 Merrimack 5 4 227 28715 5 243 278  KentuckyState 0 6 7) 160/010 14 32 : HEARTLAND 
WestFlorida 4 4 204 209/6 5 264 275 Bentley 45 2 27/4 6 27 20 Franklin 7? 1347-21918 2 437 383 
N.Greenville(S.C.) 3 4 139 181/4 6 204 266 — South.Conn.State 3 6 227 205) 4 6 262 237 : MountSt.Joseph 7 | 301 134)8 2 379 203 
Delta State 2 6 186 239/2 8 209 304 Stonehill 2 7 206 316|2 8 225 350 i Hanover 7 1 329 109]7 4 365 216 
MississippiCollege | 6 169 240/3 7 25) 313  SaintAnseim 1 8 1/4 357/1 8 14 357 D2INDEPENDENTS = Rose-Hulman 5 3 279 169)5 5 298 266 
Shorter 0 8 109 3868/0 Wi 46 556 American Intl. 1 8 133 285)1 8 133 285 UNC Pembroke - - = += 1/2 8 224 327 =: Manchester 4 4 259 210/4 6 299 304 
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2018 DIVISION 3 & NAIA FINAL STANDINGS 
D3 
WL PF PAWL PF PA WL PF PAWL PF PA 
HEARTLAND cont. Williams 5 4 25 5/5 4 215 15 - 
Bluffton 35 153 128/3 7 200 206 Colby 3 6 13) 254)3 6 131 254 : 
ilesod 2 6 134 257|2 8 153 346 Hamilton 3 6 2 264)3 6 2 268 ty ine al 
Defiance 17 16 27711 9 122 377 — Bowdoin | 8 122 308)] 8 122 308 Mary Hardin-Baylor’s Markeith 
Earlham 0 8 55 4700 10 75 566 —_—Bates 0 9 124 325]0 9 124 325 Miller carries the ball during the 
NEW ENGLAND WOMEN’S Crusaders’ 24-16 victory over the 
oe 41 20 87/02 95 29 AND MEN’SATHLETIC Mount Union Purple Raiders in the 
Ithaca 4199 218 3.252 4 OMIT 6 1 16) 68/9 2 231 155 D3 national title game. i 
Hobart 3 2 150 107/5 4 299 262 MerchantMarine 5 2 190 143/8 2 292 195 : 
Union (NY.) 3.2 126 84|7 2 278 17 — Springfield 3 2 164 99)8 3 275 179 i 
St.lawrence 1 4 102 150/2 8 196 313 © CoastGuard =» §- 2-135 105]7 3 205 160 WoL PF OPA|WL PF PA : 
Rochester 05 48 5/1 9 15 37 ~— WPI 4 3 135 96/6 4 248 121 ~ : : 
Norwich 2.5 138 11/3 7 198 225 
MASSACHUSETTS STATE Catholic | 6 7 190}) 9 13 903 PRESIDENTS’ ATHLETIC 
FraminghamState 7 1 282 109]8 3 362 219  MaineMaritime 0 7 49 194/0 9 64 252 Wad. atone 8 } ca is : 2 a0 2 
t.Conn.State 6 2 261 22818 2 334 271 ase West. Reserve 2 
idwonctrSute £220 it {a 3 ay 29 ~~: NEWJERSEY ATHLETIC Westminster (Pa) 7 2 246 153] 7 4 301 229 
PlymouthState 5 3 179 127|6 4 227 148  FrostburgState 8 0 345 113/10 1 448 202 Grove City 6 3 242 264)8 3 336 335 
UMass-Dartmouth 4 4 207 21215 5 277 285 Salisbury 7 2 278 N0}8 3 333 138 CarnegieMellon 5 4 239 199)6 4 270 206 : j 
WestfieldState 4 4 180 182}5 5 228 227 MontclairState 7 2 190 81/8 2 227 95 Bethany 3.4 170 139)5 5 183 173: WL PF OPAIWL PF PA 
FitchburgState 2 6 145 2411/2 8 172 326  ChristopherNewport 6 2 221 99/7 2 238 112 Waynesburg 45 129 210)4 6 153 24 : } 
Mass.Maritime 1 7 117 183]2 8 160 241 Rowan 5 4 156 230)6 4 197 264 Geneva 2 7 10 245) 2 8 214 280 : 
WorcesterState | 7 121 2861/2 8 165 332 Wesley 5 4 290 122]7 4 366 166 Saint Vincent 1 8 156 2641 9 170 302 : 
New Jersey 3.6 WM 275)3 7 132 310 Thiel 0 9 97 356]0 10 113 400 : Seis beanies, Sngoy 401 243 
MICHIGAN INTERCOLLEGIATE Southern Virginia 2 7 95 249/3 7 MB 27 : C lege ofldaho : 6 4 326 264 6 5 340 327 
Trine 7 0 317 185/10 1 469 242 ‘Kean 1 8 68 234)1 9 68 276 SOUTHERN ATHLETIC  SouthemOregon 6 4 315 228 6 4 315 228 
Hope 6 | 277 139)8 2 392 176  —*WilliamPaterson 0 9 33 274/0 10 SO 305 Berry 7 1 29t 139)10 2 403 238 : Eastern Oregon 6 4 210 289 6 4 270 289 
Albion 4 3 269 218]7 3 441 296 Centre T | 346 159}10 2 503 247 MontanaWestern 6 4 288 227 6 4 288 207 
Kalamazoo 4 2 166 16817 3 255 199 NORTH COAST ATHLETIC Trinity(Texas) 6 2 184 112|7 3 26) 154 : MontanaTech 5 5 265 269 5 5 265 269 
Olivet 4 2 278 2001/6 4 389 262 ‘Wittenberg 8 1 374 2100/9 1 408 231 Birmingham-South. 4 4 208 238)6 4 283 301 : Carroll Mont) 4 6 180 1865 6 201 200 
Adrian 2 5 22 23414 6 312 300 Wabash 8 1 291 1447/9 1 307 160 Millsaps 3.5 4 2N]5 5 207 24: Mont St-Northern 010 139 496 1 10 188 516 
Alma 1 6 185 22312 8 260 345 Denison 8 1 416 172)8 3 437 274 Rhodes 3 5 164 209)5 5 228 228 : is = 
Finlandia 0 7 36 3781/0 10 5! 513 Allegheny 6 3 256 2371/6 4 275 277 Sewanee 3.5 154 220)4 6 2) 27) : GREATPLAINS ATHLETIC 
Wooster 45 206 240)5 5 250 274 Austin 2 6 135 24/2 6 177 302 : Momningside(lowa) 9 0 536 10915 O 789 237 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC DePauw 45 2M 182|4 6 25) 198 Hendrix 1 7 166 273]2 8 217 319 = Northwester(lowa) 8 1 353 205 9 2 387 230 
Stevenson 7 1 264 135]8 3 313 209 OhioWesleyan 4 5 177 178)4 6 184 188 2 Dordt! 6 3 305 255 7 3 386 295 
Misericordia 7 1 284 240/8 3 359 373 Oberlin 2 7 204 32\|2 8 2H) 345 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ; tadosdoen) 5 4 244 281 7 4 349 329 
Lycoming 4 4 192 4415 6 252 222 ‘Hiram 1 8 197 372)2 8 244 385 = INTERCOLLEGIATE : Doane(Neb) «5 4 209 2 6 4 266 27 
FOU-Flotham == 4 4 212 2217/6 4 278 255 Kenyon 0 9 95 398]0 10 105 441 trial ; ” 3 i 4 ie mM : BriarClif(lowa) 4 5 194 235 6 5 283 268 
King's 4 4 227 216|5 5 292 288 edlands : : Hastings(Neb) 3-6 178 307 5 6 229 345 
Wilkes 4 4 202 206|5 5 256 2) NORTHERNATHLETICS Pomona-Pitzer 5 2 194 107/6 3 234 168 : Paine 7-17-2837 154 20 
Widener 4 4 246 15614 6 299 230 «Eureka 6 1 320 205/9 2 455 314 Chapman 4 3 260 196]5 4 324 193 = jemestown(ND) 2 7 188 354 3 8 216 431 
Lebanon Valley 2 6 174 21812 8 222 292  Concordia(Wis.) S 2 199 180)7 3 280 225 CalLutheran 3 4 223 189)4 6 287 267 pak Wesleyan(SD) 1 8 142 284 2 9 224 348 
Alvernia 0 8 85 37811 9 136 441 Aurora 5 2 27 WIS 5 249 201 LaVerne 3.4 14 28/3 6 20432 : 
Albright 0 8 191 36910 10 212 503 _—CLakelland 4 3 249 216]4 6 293 366 Whittier 1 6 13) 285) 1 8 200 398 : HEARTOF AMERICA 
Benedictine (lll) 3 4 247 283)3 7 321 419 Occidental O07 Tl 2ij0 8 77 306 : 
MIDWEST Rockford 2 5 128 177)3 7 194 240 ? Benedictine(Kan,) 5 0 234 61 13 2 660 269 
Wisc.Lutheran 2 5 148 243/2 8 212 364 UPPER MIDWEST ATHLETIC : GrandView(lowa) 4 1 166 14 8 3 351 261 
St. Norbert 5 0 2 Concordia(Ill.) 1 6 215 282)2 8 318 401 Martin Luther 8 0 317 40/9 2 371 280 = WiamPenn(lowa) 2 3 125 19 4 7 256 281 
Chicago 4 1 195 48)7 3 365 18 MacMurray 7 1 189 141])7 2 201 176 = Culver-Stock.(Mo) 2 3 141 175 4 7 295 340 
Ripon 3 2 182 13)7 3 399 73 «©=9NORTHWEST St.Scholastica 6 2 262 1719/6 4 291 247 = Graceland(lowa) | 4 114 276 1 10 218 Bid 
Macalester 2 3 159 150]5 5 292 314 ‘Whitworth 7 0 286 101/10 1 427 192 Northwestern(Minn.) 5 3 156 109)5 5 162 172 : PeryState(Neb.) 1 4 145 180 3 8 248 350 
Lawrence 145 28 ] Linfield 6 1 268 100)7 2 295 121 Westminster(Mo.) 3.5 164 137)3 6 W64 172 : 
Beloit 05 19 Pacific (Ore.) 4 3 169 1871/5 5 226 260 Greenville 35 176 236)3 7 196 351 =: Baker(Kan.) 40 188 35 9 3 470 202 
George Fox 4 3 169 132/6 4 256 16) Minnesota-Morris 3 5 139 227)3 7 139 316 : MidNazarene(Kan) 2 2 87 104 4 7 300 34) 
Monmouth(Ill) 5 0 82 Puget Sound 3 4 228 250/5 5 350 34 lowa Wesleyan 1 7 135 205) 1 9 162 270 : Evangel(Mo.) 22 9 73 9 2 292 184 
Lake Forest 41 160 57/6 4 290 267 PacificLutheran 3 4 139 2165/4 5 157 247 Crown 0 8 137 301}0 10 165 392 = CentMethodist(Mo) 1 3 77 142 4 6 249 350 
CorellCollege 2 3 55 160)5 5 130 295  — Lewis&Clark 1 6 15) 235)2 7 216 296 : MissouriValley 1 3 56 M45 3 7 175 296 
IlinoisCollege 2 3 148 14514 6 267 301 Willamette 0 7 88 297|1 8 120 37 USA SOUTH ATHLETIC : 
Knox 23 62 N0}2 8 128 282 Maryville(Tenn.) 7 0 229 63|7 3 238 172 ; KANSAS COLLEGIATE 
Grinnell 05 34 18512 6 Mi 399 OMIOATHLETIC Averett 6 1 208 7818 2 275 129 : KansasWesleyan 10 0 555 175 13 1 676 274 
Mount Union 9 0 485 96 |14 1 732 185 N.C.Wesleyan 4 3 196 150/5 5 266 258 : Ottawa(Kan) 8 2 376 288 8 2 376 268 
MINNESOTA John Carroll B 1 357 12519 2 422 169 Huntingdon 4 3 253 19514 5 323 274 : Avia(Mo) 7 3 384 308 7 3 384 308 
INTERCOLLEGIATE Baldwin-Wallace 7 2 325 240)8 2 288 26) Brevard 3.4 154 21214 6 227 272 : Tabor(Kan) 6 4 242 1799 6 4 242 179 
Saint John’s 8 0 380 70}12 1 GIT 144 Marietta 6 3 343 294/7 3 378 318 LaGrange 2 5 184 244/3 7 275 325 : Southwestern(Kan) 5 5 334 310 6 5 410 324 
Bethel(Minn.) 7 1 300 69/1 2 453 199 —Heidelberg 4 5 26 2)5 5 237 288 — Methodist 2 5 196 222)2 7 264 331 :  Sterling(Kan) 4 6 307 37 4 6 307 37 
St.Thomas(Minn,) 6 2 358 95}8 2 483 102  OhioNorthern == 4 S 294 327/5 5 328 344 Greensboro 0 7 36 292}1 9 93 435 : SaintMary(Kan) 4 6 266 363 4 6 266 363 
Gustavus 5 3 228 66/6 4 283 210 Capital 3 6 250 374)3 7 2M 433 = Bethel(Kan.) 3 7 24 37 3 7 274 377 
Concordia(Minn.) 4 4 229 1867/5 5 263 214 Muskingum 3 6 179 313)4 6 210 337 WISCONSIN : MePherson(Kan) 3 7 285 406 3 7 285 406 
St. Olaf 3.5 i 23315 5 234 276 Otterbein 1 8 19 2759/2 8 129 266 INTERCOLLEGIATE : Friends(Kan.) 3 7 244 385 3 8 247 442 
Carleton 2 6 141 38113 7 223 452 Wilmington 0 9 4 423[1 9 223 430 Wis.-Whitewater 7 0 287 52/12 1 510 142 : Bethany(Kan.) 2 8 237 296 2 9 244 471 
Hamline 1 7 74 335)1 9 128 403 Wis.-laCrosse 5 2 218 146)7 3 321 233 : 
Augsburg 0 8 67 392)2-8 125 444 pdr gee rege orl Wis.-Oshkosh 43 165 17|}6 4 205 40 : MID-SOUTH CONFERENCE 
Randolph-Macon 6 1 302 180}9 3 427 318 Wis.-Stout 3.4 160 1977/5 5 233 2: 
NEW ENGLAND Hampden-Sydney 4 3 248 ” 45 275 292 _—Wis-StevensPoint 3 4 142 222)4 6 227 3i1 = Reinhardt(Ga) 6 0 254 79 9 2 439 182 
SMALL COLLEGE Bridgewater(Va) 4 3 235 198/6 4 313 264  — Wis-EauClaie 2 5 107 194]4 6 182 279 : Cumberlands(Ky) 5 1 270 85 10 2 522 224 
Trinity(Conn.) 8 1 324 90/8 1 328 90 Washington&lee 3 4 162 198]5 4 225 222 Wis.-Platteville 2 5 180 226)4 6 316 317 : Pikeville(Ky,) 4 2 224 199 6 5 383 391 
Amherst 8 1 249 101} 8 1 249 101 Emory&Henry 3 4 257 3i1}4 5 336 369 Wis-RiverFalls 2 5 150 25513 7 246 325 : Point(Ga) 2 4 13 151 3 8 182 287 
Tufts 7 2 268 120|7 2 268 120 Ferrum 3.4 210 216)5 5 335 256 : Bluefield (Va.) 14 125 174 4 7 276 297 
Wesleyan 5 4 214 159]5 4 214 159 Shenandoah 3 4 253 26815 5 408 378 D3 INDEPENDENTS : StAndrews(N.C.) 1 4 136 216 2 7 179 291 
Middlebury 5 4 193 2551/5 4 193 255 Guilford 2-5 239 293]3 6 36) 419 — ThomasMore - |7 3 380 252 : Union(ky,) 15 100 308 2 8 203 415 
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2018 POSTSEASON RECAP 


sh : BOWE GAMES HolidayBowl  —S——_Northwestern 31, Utah 20 
Morningside (I h h amo Bo! Washington State 28, lowa State 26 IndependenceBowl  —Duke 56, Temple 27 
eccr a : ee sited, ace ra Arizona Bowl Nevada 16, Arkansas State 13 Las Vegas Bowl Fresno State 31, Arizona State 20 
c ichyateny ith pl me 7 Armed Forces Bowl Army West Point 70, Houston 14 LibertyBowl ——_ Oklahoma State 38, Missouri 33 
e with players as they Bahamas Bowl Florida International 35, Toledo32_ Military Bowl Cincinnati 35, Virginia Tech 31 
hold the NAIA championship Belk Bowl Virginia 28, South Carolina 0 Music City Bow! Auburn 63, Purdue 14 
trophy after defeating Birmingham Bowl Wake Forest 37, Memphis 34 New Mexico Bowl _ Utah State 52, North Texas 13 
Benedictine (Kan.) 35-28, BocaRatonBowl _—=—_UAB37, Northernllinois 13 New Orleans Bowl _ Appalachian State 45, Middle Tennessee 13 
Camellia Bowl ~ Georgia Southern 23, Eastern Michigan 21 Outback Bowl lowa 27, Mississippi State 22 
Camping World Bowl Syracuse 34, West Virginia 18 Peach Bowl Florida 41, Michigan 15 
Cheez-It Bowl TCU10, California? Pinstripe Bow! Wisconsin 35, Miami Fla.) 3 
Citrus Bowl Kentucky 27, Penn State 24 Quick Lane Bow! Minnesota 34, Georgia Tech 10_ 
Cure Bowl Tulane 41, Louisiana 24 = Redbox Bowl _ Oregon 7, Michigan State 6 
DollarGeneralBowl —— Troy 42, Buffalo 32 <= RoseBowl _ < Ohio State 28, Washington 23 _ 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl BYU 49, Western Michigan 18 Sugar Bowl Texas 28, Georgia 21 
FiestaBowl __LSU40, UCF32 Sun Bowl _ Stanford 14, Pittsburgh13_ 
First Responcer Bow! _ Boston College vs. Boise State (canceled) Texas Bowl Baylor 45, Vanderbilt38 
Frisco Bow = Ohio 27, San Diego State 0 _— —— 
Gasparilla Bowl Marshall 38, SouthFlorida20 Gotten Beed_Clomnson. 3. Ree Dae 3 
Gator Bowl Texas A&M 52, N.C. State 13 Tange bow! _______™ . 
Hawaii Bowl Louisiana Tech 31, Hawaii 14 ’ National Champio Clemson 44, Alabama 16 
FCS PLAYOFFS D3 PLAYOFFS 
-FIRSTROUND 
JOHNRAOUX/AP ‘FIRSTROUND 
Montana State 35, Incarnate Word 14 Mary Hardin-Baylor27 Hardin-Simmons 6__ 
WL PF PAWL PF PA fae Pao 2 Peanaret = eens 82 ain 
Wot = Elon? hitworth 48 Glremont Mudd-Scripps 6 
Southeast Missou 28 ‘Stony Brook 14 — hat 67 = pret 
MID-SOUTH CONFERENCE pena = eat Nate? hot na 52 Hanover — 
icholls 49. i hel (Minn arthur : = 
Bethel(Tenn) 6 0 281 113 10 1 599 263 Nictions 49 sanliege Mount Union 60 Denison 
LindseyWilson(Ky) 4 2 231 129,7 3 394 181 ‘SECOND ROUND Gentes Washington & Jefferson 13 
Georgetown(Ky.) 4 2 212 137 7 3 327 204 North Dakota State 52 Montana State 10 Randolph-Macon 23 John Carroll 20 
Campbelisville(Ky,) 3 3 190 161 4 6 220 266 Colgate 23 James Madison 20 Muli er 30 palanar Haley IS, 
Cumberland(Tenn,) 33 123 153 5 6 220 320 South alot States by yesre = papa a Hate 27 _ 
KentuckyChristian 1 5 122 194 2 9 230 506 ennesaw State offor Frostburg State 42. Western New England 24 
incinnatiChristian 0 6 70 1 90 574 Weber State 48 “Southeast Missouri 23 rostburg State ester New Lngtand <4 
CincinatiChistin 0 6 55 287 0 NI 90 law —— Jackson Site? Johns Hopains all) 
AveMaria(Fla) 5 1 143 102 6 4 212 235 avis lortnern lowa ‘SECOND ROUND 
SoutheastemFla) 5 1 193 90 7 3 350 192 Eastern Washington 42 Netols 21 Mary Hardin-Baylor 75 Berty9 
Keiser (Fla.) 42 12 3 6 4 216 220 (QUARTERFINALS pale airs 4s sj wnt 
Webber Intl.(Fla.) 3 3 104 108 7 3 240 148 North Dakota State Colgate 0 s.-Whitewater 
EdwardWater(Fla) 2 4 104 192 4 7 183 336 SuhbgoaaeZ) ote att Bethel (Minn,) 27 North Central (Il) 24 
Warner (Fla) 15 10 178 1 9 175 362 Maine 23 Weber State 18 poenttion Coane ae 5 
Faulkner(Ala) 1 5 146 142 4 6 30 223 Eastern Washington 34 UC Davis 29 RPL eg Brockport 3 
ai SEMIFINALS Johns Hopkins 58 Frosthurg State 27 
= aia 3 ecard an? 197 North Dakota State 44 South Dakota State 21 (QUARTERFINALS 
Marian (Ind.) 6 0 267 73 W 1 467 12) Eastern Washington 50 Maine 19 
Concordia(Mich) 5 1 186 82 10 3 430 223 Mary Hardin-Baylor 21 Saint John's 18 
SaintFrancis(Ind) 4 2 208 15 10 3 48) 236 ‘CHAMPIONSHIP Wis.-Whitewater 26 Bethel (Minn,) 12 
SienaHeights(Mich) 3 3 145 97 7 3 270 Ml North Dakota State 38 Eastern Washington 24 Mount Union 38 Muhlenberg 10 
MissouriBaptist 2 4 84 168 4 7 214 300 Johns Hopkins 37 RPI14 
Taylor (Ind.) 15 87 20 3 7 233 34 ‘SEMIFINALS’ 
Lind.-Belleville(t) 0 6 79 304 0 11 100 518 D2 PLAYOFFS Nar Hara 3 Ws. itewaer 
‘FIRST ROUND jount Union lohns Hopkins 
MID-STATES MIDWEST ? Hillsdale 40 Kutztown 26 (CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Saint Xavier(II_) 5 0 204 103 9 4 394 357 Slippery Rock 20 LIUPost 14 " > 
OlivetNazarene(Ih) 4 1 220 122 6 5 381 264 New Haven 35. West Chester28. Mary Hardin-Baylor 24 Mount Union 16 
St.Ambrose(lowa) 3 2 156 137 6 4 270 296 Pout State Al fest fahana 
St.Francis(Ill) 2 3 130 163 4 7 313 356 ingate lest Georgia 31 
RobertMoris(Ht) 1 4 170 189 2 9 220 304 Leno: Rhyng 43 Florida Tech 21__ NAIA PLAYOFFS 
Trinity intl.(W,) 0 S76 252 1 9 126 487 Paneer i tag FIRSTROUND: 
Northwest Missouri State 42 ‘Grand alley State1? Morningside (Iowa) 49 Rocky Mountain (Mont,) 20 
NORTH STAR ATHLETIC Colorado State-Pueblo 37. ‘Colorado Mines 17 Saint Xavier (IIL) 34 Marian (Ind.) 21 
DickinsonSt.(N.D) 6 1 274 199 9 3 424 226 Tarleton State 58 Azusa Pacific 0 Saint Francis (Ind.) 34 Grand View (lowa) 3 
ValleyCitySt(N) 5 2 229 40 6 4 313 196 Texas A&M-Commerce 33 Minnesota-Duluth 17 Baker (Kan,) 44 = Bethel (Tenn.) 41 
Waldorf (lowa) 5 2 279 198 5 5 366 362 ‘SECOND ROUND Kansas Wesleyan 15. _____ Langston (Okla.)9 
Presentation(S1D) 3 4 201 305 5 5 262 383 Dickinson State (N.D.)14_ Northwestern (Iowa) 6 
DakotaState(SD) 2 5 212 249 3 8 314 416 Notre Dame (Ohio) 19__ Hillsdale 14 Benedictine (Ken AB = eee 
MayvilleSt.(NO.) 0 7 120 2841 9 199 418 slppany Rock pee Lies Concortsa (tl) ST ane, 
tenon Rhyne 21 —_ WingateW7 ‘QUARTERFINALS 
SOONER ATHLETIC ; Ouachita Baptist 35 Indianapolis 7 Morningside (lowa) 51 Saint Xavier (Ill.) 14 
Langston (Okla.) 8 0 374 213 9 2 403 26) FerrisState 27 Northwest Missouri State 21_ Saint Francis (Ind.) 33 Baker(Kan,) 23 
Okla.PanhandleSt. 6 2 230 173 6 5 26) 303 Minnesota State 24 Colorado State-Pueblo 10 Kansas Wesleyan 43 Dickinson State (N.D,) 40 
Ottawa (Ariz) 5 3 422 253.7 4 510 310 Tarleton State 34 Texas A&M-Commerce 28 Benedictine (Kan,) 54 Concordia (Mich,) 38 
ArizonaChristian 5 3 223 277 8 3 334 339 
SWAssemblesofGod 4 4 315 272.5 5 361 328 ; 
4 r hio) 21 li Rock 17 Morningside (Iowa) 34 Saint Francis (Ind.) 28 
Wayland Baptist, §=— 35 i 318}5 5 a ae Notre Dee (OhinhZ Slooery me?) = Benedictine (Kan.) 43 Kansas Wesleyan 21 
Yerae Mergen BAA, 2 2 aa Ferris State 37 Ouachita Baptist 14 
Lyon vk.) 2.6 221 283 4 7 272 329 Minnesota State 13 Tarleton State 10 _ ? 
Texas College 17 190 360 1 7 190 360 Morningside (lowa) 35 Benedictine (Kan.) 28 
NAIAINDEPENDENTS Valdosta State 30 Notre Dame (Ohio) 24 
IndianaWesleyan - - - 7 3 397 261 Ferris State 42 Minnesota State 25 
Lawrence Tech oo at 2 3 148 183 
Alen(S.C.) eae aE Valdosta State 49 Fertis State 47 
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2018 NCAA FBS STATS. > Statisticscourtesy ofthe NCAA ~ Compiled by WillLong 


[VIDUAL LEADERS 


PASSING EFFICIENCY 


Tua Tagovailoa, Alabama SO 15 355 245 690 
Kyler Murray, Oklahoma JR 14 377 260 69.0 
Will Grier, West Virgina SR NN 397 266 670 
Dwayne Haskins, Ohio State SO 4 533 373 700 
Jake Fromm, Georgia SO 14 306 206 673 
Brock Purdy, jowa State FR 10 220 146 664 
D'Eriq King, Houston JR oN 345 219 635 
Ross Comis, Massachusetts SR WW 194 122 629 
McKenzie Milton, UCF JR 10 289 171 592 
Jordan Love, Utah State sO ® 417 267 640 
James Morgan, Floricia Internationa! JR 2 326 213 653 
Trevor Lawrence, Clemson FR 15 397 259 652 
Marcus McMaryion, Fresno State SR 14 427 293 686 
Nathan Rourke, Ohio JR 13 275 165 600 
Brett Rypien, Boise State SR 13 447 301 673 
K.J, Costello, Stanford JR 13 413 269 651 
lan Book, Notre Dame JR 12 34 214 682 
Jordan Ta’amu, Ole Miss SR 12 418 266 636 
Zac Thomas, Appalachian State SO 12 254 159 626 
Brent Stockstill, Middle Tennessee | SR 14 464 326 703 
Brady White, Memphis SO 14 392 246 628 
Shea Patterson, Michigan JR 13 325 210 646 
Khalil Tate, Anzona JR W 302 170 563 
TOTAL OFFENSE ae 
Kyler Murray, Okishorna 

Gardner Minshew, Washington State 

Jordan Ta'amu, Ole Miss 

Dwayne Haskins, Ohio State 

Will Grier, West Virginia 

Taylor Cornelius, Oklahoma State 

D'Eriq King, Houston 

Cole McDonald, Hawaii 

Ryan Finley, N.C. Stare 

McKenzie Milton, UCF 

Justice Hansen, Arkansas State 

Adrian Martinez, Nebraska 

Mason Fine, North Texas 

Caleb Evans, Louisiana-Monroe 

Ty Gangi, Nevada 

David Blough, Purdue 

Brett Rypien, Boise State 

Drew Lock, Missouri 

Marcus McMaryion, Fresno State 

Jordan Love, Utah State 

Eric Dungey, Syracuse 


Darrell Henderson, Memphis 


J.J. Taylor, Arizona 

Jonathan Taylor, Wisconsin 

Rondale Moore, Purdue 

Trayveon Williams, Texas A&M 

Andy Isabella, Massachusetts 

Pooka Williams, Kansas 

Tra Minter, South Alabarna 

Eno Benjamin, Arizona State 

Marquis Young, Massachusetts 

Greg Dortch, Wake Forest SO. 12 20 1078 
Nico Evans, Wyoming SR 10 «1325S 66 
James Proche, SMU JR 12 7 ngg 
Jason Huntley, New Mexico State JR 2 505 529 
Darrynton Evans, Appalachian State | SO 13 ns7 87 
Kerrith Whyte, Florida Atlantic JR 12 866 160 
Michael Walker, Boston College SR 12 57 218 
Joshua Kelley, UCLA JR n 1243193 
Michael Warren Il, Cincinnati so 12 1329-232 
Alex Barnes, Kansas State JR 12 1355 194 
Alexander Mattison, Boise State IR 13 1415 173 
Levante Bellamy, Western Michigan IR 13 1228 = 185 
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INT% 
W7 
19 
20 
15 
2.0 
32 
WwW 
15 
24 
1A 
21 
10 
12 
29 
16 
27 
2.2 
19 
2A 
2.2 
23 
22 
26 


YoOs 
3966 
4361 
3864 
483) 
2749 
2250 
2982 
1799 
2663 
3567 
2727 
3280 
3629 
2431 
3705 
3540 
2628 
3918 
2039 
3544 
3296 
2600 
2530 


PASSING 


ATT 
377 
662 
418 
§33 
397 
485 
345 
484 
484 
289 
434 
347 
469 
374 
443 
462 
447 
437 
427 
417 
3”) 


oogofo 


1 
o 


nm =: 
geooooyoocecgo 


YDS 
4361 
4779 
3918 
483) 
3864 
3978 


KR 


INTRET 


(MIN. OF 15 ATTEMPTS PER GAME) 


YDS/ATT TD TDPCT RATING 
117,43 121—s«*1998.4 
Ns?) 420TH 199.2 
973. 37 93 175.5 
906 50 94 W4l 
898 30 98 71.2 
1023. 16 #73 1699 
864 36 104 1670 
927" 14 72 1615 
921 2 87 161.0 
855 32 77 158.3 
837 26 80 1576 
826. 30 76 1576 
850 25 59 1570 
884 23 84 1560 
829 30 67 1560 
857 29° 70) «155.0 
837 19 6i 154.0 
9s7 19 45 «(1835 
603 21 83 152.6 
764 «29 «63 ~=«=«(1507 
841 26 66 1507 
800 22 68 1498 
838 26 86 M98 

PLAYS YDS YDS/PLAY YDS/G 

S17 5362 1037 3830 

720 4898 680 3768 

534 4260 798 355.0 

612 4939 807 3528 

445 3774 84B 3431 

607 4384 7,22 337.2 

456 3656 802 3324 

618 4234 6.85 325,7 

526 3949 75) 303.8 

368 2970 807 2970 

567 3858 680 2968 

487 3246 6,67 2951 

538 3813 709 2933 

5144 350) «681 2918 

494 3477 704 289.8 

537 3757. 700 289.0 

532 3717 699 2859 

492 3673.07.47 282.5 

498 3923 788 280.2 

460 3630 789 279.2 

§55 3622 653 278.6 


oooococeoccocco0coco0ccecoocso 
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RECEIVING YARDS 


REC YDS YDS/G 


Andy Isabella, Massachusetts 415 
Tylan Wallace, Oklahoma State N47 
Antoine Wesley, Texas Tech 175 
Preston Williams, Colorado State 12) 
John Ursua, Hawaii 103.3 
Keesean Johnson, Fresno State 95.7 
A.J. Brown, Ole Miss n0.0 
Marquise Brown, Oklahoma 941 
Hakeem Butler, |owa State 1014 
Jerry Jeudy, Alabama 877 
Rondale Moore, Purdue 96.8 
James Proche, SMU 99.9 
Kelvin Harmon, N.C. State 98.8 
Dillon Mitchell, Oregon 911 
LilUordan Humphrey, Texas 84.0 
Damonte Coxie, Memphis 83.9 
Tyler Johnson, Minnesota 89.9 
INTERCEPTIONS 
Hamp Cheevers, Boston College JR — a7 eS 1 06 
Ky'el Hemby, Southern Miss JR MM! 6 +86) O05 
Andre Cisco, Syracuse FR. 3 4 a7 D OS 
Juwan Foggie, Charlotte SR 2) 6 166. 2 05 
Nate Brooks, North Texas SR 3 6 56 0 Os 
Wesley Bush, Middle Tennessee SRP SL Be AS 2 OS: 
Richie Grant, UCF so 23 6 40 0 OS 
Jaylinn Hawkins, Calfornia IRD 18) 1B S98, ON 08: 
Juan Thornhill, Virginia SR 3 6 14 ie} 05 
Kemon Hall, North Texas SR W860. ee 08 
Adrian Frye, Texas Tech FR (ee. Sae-= 1 04 
Cedarius Rookard, Troy SR TL 8) 10S Or 08 
Tre Watson, Maryland SR tm -6 51 1 0.4 
Grant Delpit, \SU Sol. 2! 5 1 Oo 604 
Jevon Holland, Oregon FR 13) «5 8 Oo 04 
Alvin Davis, Akron JR Ne Al) M9 2 04 
SCORING 

) 
Andre Szmyt, Syracuse FR 3 O 61 30 1 16 
Darrell Henderson, Memphis RR 1% 2 0 O 0 N15 
Devin Singletary, Florida Atiantic R 2 2 O O 182 NO 
Dominik Eberle, Utah State R 13 O 7 22 14 108 
Travis Etienne, Clemson sO 15 2% O O 156 104 
Michael Warren Il, Cincinnati sO 12 20 0 O 20 100 
Cole Tracy, |SU SR 13 O 42 29 129 99 
Austin Seibert, Okishoma SR 14 O 8&7 7 138 99 
Tucker McCann, Missouri UR: 43; OQ’. “BY 24) 123, 85 
Luke Logan, Ole Miss so 2 0 45 22 mM 93 
Christopher Dunn, '\ C. State FR 13 QO St 23 120 92 
Seth Small, Texas A&M FR 1) 60 «40 20 100 91 
Evan Staley, West Virainia sO 12 0 59 16 107 89 
RUSHING 
Jonathan Taylor, Wisconsin 
Darrell Henderson, Memphis 
Trayveon Williams, Texas A&M 
Travis Etienne, Clemson 
Eno Benjamin, Arizona State 
Benny Snell Jr., Kentucky 
J.J. Taylor, Arizona 
Alexander Mattison, Boise State 
Jermar Jefferson, Oregon State 
Alex Barnes, Kansas State 
Devin Singletary, Florida Atlantic 
Michael Warren II, Cincinnat! 
Nico Evans, Wyoming 
A.J, Ouellette, Ohio 
Miles Sanders, Penn State 
Myles Gaskin, Washington 


SACKS 

Jaylon Ferguson, Lousiana Tech 1.35 
Josh Allen, Kentucky SR 13 17 O 107 170 1:31 
Nate Harvey, Fast Carolina SR 12 14 7 100 145 1.21 
Sutton Smith, Northemlinois | JR 14 15 © 102 150 107 
Oshane Ximines, Old Dominion | SR 12 11 2 79 120 100 
Montez Sweat, MississippiStete | SR 13 10 3 96 115 O88 
Jachai Polite, Florida WW 10 2 55 NO O85 
Kendall Coleman, Syracuse R12 10 0 7 100 O83 
Josh Corcoran, Northem illinois | SR 12 10 O 67 100 083 
Alton Robinson, Syracuse R12 10 O 54 100 083 
Brian Burns, Florida State JR 12 9 2 94 100 083 
A.J. Epenesa, lows sO 13 10 1 66 105 O8I 
Tipa Galeai, Utah State JR 1310 1 59 105 O81 
Patrick Johnson, Tulane $0 13 10 1 63 105 O81 
Mike Danna, Central Michigan R12 9 1 7 95 OF9 
Corbin Kaufusi, BYU SR (8 1 JS) BS ORT 
Clelin Ferrell, Clemson R15 1 1 5a 05 OFF 
PUNT RETURNS (MIN. OF 1.2 ATTEMPTS 


PER GAME) 
TD YDS/RET 


Marcus Hayes, New Mexico FR 1 «61S (318 


1 21.2 
Sean Riley, Syracuse JR 3 G 262 1 164 
Rodjay Burns, Louisville FR 10° 13 «197_— 15.2 
DazzNewsome, NorthCarolna | SO MN 19 286 1 151 
Michael Walker, BostonCollage | SR 12 20 274 1 137 
D.J. Matthews, Flonda State SOL AZ) Ma 267,. 1 B5 
Isaiah Wright, Ternple R WW 19 249° 2 13:1 
Ceedee Lamb, Oklahoma so 14 7 28 O 128 
CliftonDuck,AppalachianState | JR 13 7 216 1 127 
Otis Anderson, UCF so 12 1 78 0 ng 
Greg Dortch, Wake Forest SO 2 2 276 2 no 
John Williams, Memphis IR 14° 29 «3131 108 
Tyler Vaughns, USC sO 12 19 199 1 105 
PUNTI NG (MIN. OF 3.6 ATTEMPTS 

PER GAME) 

Braden Mann, Texas ASM 
Ryan Stonehouse, Colorado St. 
Brandon Wright, Georgia State 
James Smith, Cincinnati 
Thomas Bennett, Tulsa 
Stefan Flintoft, UCLA 
Zach Von Rosenberg, LSU 
Jack Fox, Rice 
Tommy Townsend, Flonda 
Mitch Wishnowsky, Utah 
Tyler Sumpter, Troy 
FIELD GOALS 
Andre Szmyt, Syracuse 30 4 231 
Cole Tracy, LSU SR 13 33 (29 .879 223 
Matt Gay, Utah sR 4 SH 2% 839 186 
Tucker McCann, Missoun UR AS! BS. 924) F727" EBS: 
Luke Logan, Ole Miss SO. 2 ‘2? 22 BB. 18 
Seth Small, Texas A&M FR WW 28 #20 714 182 
ParkerShaunfield,SouthemMiss| SR 9 20 16 800 1.78 
Christopher Dunn, N.C, State FR 18° 26 «423 «885 «(177 
Dominik Eberle, Utah State JR 13 28 22 786 169 
Chase McLaughlin, Illinois SR 12 25 20 800 1.67 
Freeman Jones, North Carolina SR 1 2 18 643 164 
Connor Limpert, Arkansas IR 12 -24:«19 S792 158 
Jake Verity, East Carolina IR 12 2 19 905 158 
KICK RETURNS aioe oS 
Savon Scarver, Utah State 2 
thmir Smith-Marsette, owa 0 
Kerrith Whyte, Florida Atlantic 1 
De'Vion Warren, Arkansas te) 
Amare Jones, Tulane 0 
Travell Harris, Washington Siate 1 
Maurice Ffrench, Pittsburgh 2 
Austin Walter, Rice o 
Ty Johnson, Maryland 1 
Joe Reed, Virginia 1 
Jason Huntley, New Mexico St 3 


Georgia Tech 745 4225 5.67 46 
Army WestPt. | 13 824 4062 493 47 
Air Force 12 714 3402 4.76 33 
Memphis 14 615 3919 637 48 
Navy 13 732 3589 490 37 
Wisconsin 13 571 3554 6.22 32 
Ga,Southem | 13 643 346) 5.38 35 
UCF 13 594 3448 580 43 
Ohio 13 556 3361 604 40 
Clemson 1S 568 3723 655 49 
Oklahoma 14 527 3464 6.57 42 
Mlinois 12 493 2916 5.91 25 
Florida Atlantic | 12 566 2902 513 35 
AppalachianSt. | 13 540 3125 5,79 31 
Cincinnati 13 600 313 519 38 
Georgia 14. 567 3343 590.30 
Maryland 12 487 2762 567 26 
RUSHING DEFENSE 


392 1013 258 8 


Mississippist. |13 431 1296 287 7 
TewsAgm = [13 383 1238 323 14 
Clemson | 15. 576 144d 251 8 
Utah 14 487 1404 288 14 
SouthemMiss | 1} 337 1130 3.35 10 
SanDiegoState| 13 453 1349 298 16 
Marshall §— [13 459.1355 2.95 14 
Charlotte | 12 968 1268 3.45 17 
ArmyWestPt. | 13 260 1388 3.86 12 
Northemilinois] 14.567 1529 270 16 
towa 13 435 1424 327 9 
Cincinnati [19 435 1469 3.38 9 
lowaState 13.458 1495 3.26 10 
Washington |14 461 1626 353 13 
Airforce | 12 406.1403 3.46.17 
UAB 14 480 1653 3.44 13 
TOTAL OFFENSE 


7984 8.60 85 
1131 7498 6.63 74 
1076 7908 735 86 
7324 712 76 
6795 689 72 
1009 7830 776 85 
1010 6663 6.60 74 
6147 7.07 60 
6126 712 45 
6502 6.43 63 
6466 6.84 69 
972 5822.599.54 
1004 6263 6,24 55 
5746 618 49 
6131 6.26 53 
6068 7.00 65 


3420 413 15 
781 3577 458 32 
672 3062 456 27 
3626 4.30 28 
4288 459 23 
3744 443 21 
837 3817 456 28 
3842 5.58 30 
875 4189 479 28 
3941 4.54 24 
3946 470 28 
918 4287 467 26 
4400 4.94 32 
4418 462 35 
4123 4.59 32 
981 4793 4.89 35 
4503 472 23 


312.5 
283.5 
279.9 
2761 
273.4 
266.2 
265.2 
258.5 
248.2 
2474 
243.0 
241.8 
240.4 
239.5 
238.8 
230.2 


951 
95.2 
96.3 
100.3 
1027 
103.8 
104.2 
105.7 
106.8 
109.2 
109.5 
113.0 
15.0 
N61 
N69 
118.4 


570.3 
535.6 
$27.2 

5231 

5227 
522.0 
512.5 

512.3 

5105 
500.2 
497.4 
485,2 
4818 
478.8 
4n6 
4668 


TURNOVER MARGIN 


GAINED 


FUM INT 


LOST 


INT | LOST 


GAINED | FUM MARGIN/G 


Georgia Southem 12 6 27 SF 105 45) 1.69 
Kansas a 16 27 7 4 133 
Utah State 10 «22 32 2 8 8 1.08 
UCF 14 14 28 7 2 aA 1.08 
Ohio 16 16 32 a] Bie a9, 1.00 
Syracuse 13 18 31 Re 129 18 100 
Florida 12 4 26 8 B. “4 0.92 
LSU 8 7 25 8 5 13 0.92 
Fresno State vd 19 26 8. 56. 4 0.86 
Boise State v7 7 24 53 (he e138 0.85 
Troy 13 18 31 3 #8 2 077 
Arizona State g 12 2) a ie] O77 
Eastem Michigan n 13 24 0 4 077 
Army West Point 13 5 18 oe "0 8 077 
Maryland 5 18 23 ae 8h 075 


ATT COMP PCT INT INT YDS RATING 


YDS/ATT TD TO% 


Miami(Fla.) s 5.0 1763 56 35 101,39 
MississippiSt. | 13 398 220 55.3 13 39 2184 55 8 20 10147 
AppalachianSt.| 13 370 209 565 17 46 2107 57 8 22 10227 
isu 13 449 223 497 17 38 2601 58 18 40 103.98 
FresnoState [14 447 231 517 19 46 2652 59 15 34 104.09 
NotreDame | 13 485 276 56.9 12 25 2703 56 10 21 105.58 
Michigan 13 331 164 495 1 33 1921 58 14 42 105.61 
PennState [13 416 223 536 13 3) 2359 57 14 34 10610 
SouthemMiss | 11 335 179 534 14 42 1932 58 13 39 10632 
EastemMich, }13 342 189 55.3 13 38 1953 57 12 35 10721 
California 13 387 223 576 21 54 2276 59 13 34 10726 
Virginia 13 373 196 525 17 46 23799 64 12 32 10762 
Cincinnati 13 405 197 486 12 30 2477 61 19 47 10957 
Temple 13-438 241 550 18 4) 2436 56 23 53 NO.85 
Clemson 15 447 238 53.2 12 27 2844 64 13 29 O92 
CentralMich. [12 306 174 569.10 33 1808 59 NH 36 111.82 
SCORING OFFENSE SCORING DEFENSE 

Oklahoma 89 Clemson 197 13 


g 
2 


618 475 


MississippiSt. |13 15 171 13.2 


Alabama 15 92 684 456 FresnoState |14 23 198 14) 
Clemson 15 90 664 443 Appalachianst.) 13 21 201 155 
Houston 13 78 57) 439 Washington |14 26 229 16.4 
UCF 13 78 562 43.2 Kentucky 13 27 219 168 
Memphis 14 80 601 429 UAB 14 28 238 170 
Ohio State 14 79 593 424 MichiganState}13_ 24 223° 172 
Toledo 13 69 525 40.4 Cincinnati 1328 224 172 
WestVirginia }12 62 483 403 Army WestPt./13 30 230 177 
Syracuse 13 62 523 402 lowa 138 28 231 178 
Ohio 13 69 521 40) Alabama 5 35 271 181 
OklahomaSt. }13 65 499 384 NotreDame |13 28 237 18,2 
Georgia 14 68 530 379 Aubum 13 26 249. 19.2 
WashingtonSt.|}13 66 488 37.5 Georgia 144 32 269 192 
Texas Tech 12 57 448 373 Michigan 13 32 252 194 
AppalachianSt.}13 64 485 37.3 Utah 4 35 272 194 
Missouri 18 58 476 366 Miami(Fla) |13 28 253 19.5 
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A LOOK AT THE ALL-TIME FBS LEADERS AND THE PLAYERS WHO COULD CHALLENGE THEM IN 2019 
» Statistics courtesy of the NCAA 


wu 


Mason Fine, North Texas 
9,417 passing yards 


PASSING YARDS 


Case Keenum, Houston 
Timmy Chang, Hawaii 
Landry Jones, Oklahoma 
Graham Harrell, Texas Tech 
Ty Detmer, BYU 

Kellen Moore, Boise State 
Baker Mayfield, Oklahoma 
Luke Falk, Washington State 
Colt Brennan, Hawaii 
Rakeem Cato, Marshall 
Mason Rudolph, Okla. St. 
Sean Mannion, Oregon St. 
Brett Rypien, Boise State 
Philip Rivers, N.C. State 
Corey Robinson, Troy 

Colt McCoy, Texas 

Aaron Murray, Georgia 
Kevin Kolb, Houston 

Dan LeFevour, C. Michigan 
Cooper Rush, C. Michigan 
Brandon Doughty, West. Ky. 
Derek Carr, Fresno State 
Tim Rattay, Louisiana Tech 
Ryan Lindley, San Diego St. 
Luke McCown, La. Tech 


KNOCKING ON THEI 


(active career leaders) 


Mason Fine, North Texas 
Ben Hicks, Arkansas 
McKenzie Milton, UCF 


19,217 
17,072 
16,646 
15,793 
15,031 
14,667 
14,607 
14,481 
14,193 
14,079 
13,618 
13,600 
13,578 
13,484 
13,477 
13,253 
13,166 
12,964 
12,905 
12,891 
12,855 
12,843 
12,746 
12,690 
12,666 


JOOR 


9,417 
9,081 
8,683 


+ Compiled by Will Long 


POINTS 

Keenan Reynolds, Navy 530 
Kenneth Dixon, La. Tech 522 
Montee Ball, Wisconsin 498 
Austin Seibert, Oklahoma 498 
Zane Gonzalez, Arizona State 494 
Daniel Carlson, Auburn 480 
Travis Prentice, Miami (Ohio) 468 
Dustin Hopkins, Florida State 466 
Jonathan Barnes, La. Tech 462 
Mike Hunnicutt, Oklahoma 451 
Aaron Jones, Baylor 451 
Ricky Williams, Texas 450 
Jameson Vest, Toledo 446 
Jake Elliott, Memphis 445 
Kyle Brotzman, Boise State 439 
Art Carmody, Louisville 433 
Ben Grogan, Oklahoma State 433 
Ross Martin, Duke 430 
Andy Phillips, Utah 427 
Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 426 
Rafael Gaglianone, Wisconsin| 426 
Roman Anderson, Houston 423 
Kevin Kelly, Penn State 423 
Taurean Henderson, Tex. Tech| 414 
Ka'imi Fairbairn, UCLA 413 


KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 


(active career leaders) 


Rodrigo Blankenship, Georgia. 313 
Tucker McCann, Missouri 276 
Ricky Aguayo, Florida State 267 


TOUCHDOWN PASSES 


Case Keenum, Houston 155 
Kellen Moore, Boise State 142 
Graham Harrell, Texas Tech 134 
Colt Brennan, Hawaii 131 
Rakeem Cato, Marshall 131 
Baker Mayfield, Oklahoma 131 
Landry Jones, Oklahoma 123 
Ty Detmer, BYU 121 
Aaron Murray, Georgia 121 
Luke Falk, Washington State n9 
Timmy Chang, Hawaii 117 
Matt Barkley, USC 116 
Tim Rattay, Louisiana Tech 115 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida 114 
Derek Carr, Fresno State N13 
Colt McCoy, Texas 112 
Brandon Doughty, West. Kty. 11 
Russell Wilson, NCSU/Wisc. 109 
Tajh Boyd, Clemson 107 
Chad Pennington, Marshall 107 
Brent Stockstill, Middle Tenn. | 106 
Marcus Mariota, Oregon 105 
J.T. Barrett, Ohio State 104 
Dan LeFevour, C. Michigan 102 
Chase Daniel, Missouri 101 


KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 


(active career leaders) 


McKenzie Milton, UCF I) "472 
Ben Hicks, Arkansas 71 
Stephen Calvert, Liberty 65 


2019 STREET & SMITH’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


RUSHING YARDS 


Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 7125 
Tony Dorsett, Pittsburgh 6,526 
Donnel Pumphrey, San Diego St. 6,405 
Ricky Williams, Texas 6,279 
Charles White, USC 6,245 
DeAngelo Williams, Memphis 6,026 
Royce Freeman, Oregon 5,621 
Travis Prentice, Miami (Ohio) 5,596 
Archie Griffin, Ohio State 5,589 
Cedric Benson, Texas 5,540 
Justin Jackson, Northwestern 5,440 
LaDainian Tomlinson, TCU 5,387 
Myles Gaskin, Washington 5,323 
Damion Fletcher, South. Miss 5,302 
Anthony Thompson, Indiana 5,299 
Herschel Walker, Georgia 5,259 
Garrett Wolfe, Northern Illinois 5,164 
Montee Ball, Wisconsin 5,140 
George Rogers, South Carolina 5,091 
LaMichael James, Oregon 5,082 
Ken Simonton, Oregon State 5,044 
Mike Hart, Michigan 5,040 
Avon Cobourne, West Virginia 5,039 
Darren Lewis, Texas A&M 5,012 
Darren Sproles, Kansas State 4,979 


KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 


(active career leaders) 


Jonathan Taylor, Wisconsin 4,171 
AJ Dillon, Boston College 2,697 
Spencer Brown, UAB 2,556 


FINE: MICHAEL WOODS / AP 


PROCHE: TONY DING / AP: ROBINSON JR: RAY THOMPSON / AP 


James Proche, SMU » RECEIVING YARDS 


2,724 receiving yards eceptions re) 


— 
7S Corey Davis, West. Michigan | 5,278 
ar 2 er "3 Trevor Insley, Nevada 5,005 

A * A ; Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 4,586 

mi — Justin Hardy, East Carolina 4,541 

yy ail mS Sie . Marcus Harris, Wyoming 4,518 
a ‘ : Patrick Edwards, Houston 4,507 

‘ : James Washington, Okla. State) 4,472 

Rashaun Woods, Okla. State 4,414 
Ryan Yarborough, Wyoming | 4,374 
Troy Edwards, Louisiana Tech 4,352 


Greg Salas, Hawaii 4,345 
Aaron Turner, Pacific 4,345 
Zay Jones, East Carolina 4,279 
Terance Mathis, New Mexico 4,254 
Geoff Noisy, Nevada 4,249 


Taywan Taylor, West. Kentucky | 4,234 
Jordan White, West. Michigan 4,187 
Trent Taylor, Louisiana Tech 4,179 


Jarett Dillard, Rice 4,138 
Darius Watts, Marshall 4,031 
Kendall Wright, Baylor 4,004 
Troy Walters, Stanford 3,986 


ING ON THE DOOR 


ireer leaders) 


James Proche, SMU 2,724 
Ty Lee, Middle Tennessee 2,537 
Antonio Gandy-Golden, Liberty, 2,418 


Kenny Robinson Jr., West Virginia 


7 interceptions = ' INTERCEPTIONS 
Al Brosky, Illinois 29 
Martin Bayless, Bowling Green 27 
John Provost, Holy Cross 27 
Tom Curtis, Michigan 25 
Tracy Saul, Texas Tech 25 


Tony Thurman, Boston College | 25 
Lamont Thompson, Wash, State| 24 


Jeff Nixon, Richmond 23 
Jim Bolding, East Carolina 22 
Terrell Buckley, Florida State 21 
Chuck Cecil, Arizona 21 
Jamar Fletcher, Wisconsin 21 
Barry Hill, lowa State 21 
Jim Leonhard, Wisconsin 21 
Ed Reed, Miami (Fla.) 21 


Mike Sensibaugh, Ohio State 21 
Alphonso Smith, Wake Forest 21 
Dave Atkinson, BYU 20 
Dre' Bly, North Carolina 20 
Lynn Chandnois, Michigan State) 20 
Mark Collins, Cal State Fullerton | 20 


Ray Jackson, Colorado State 20 
Charles Jefferson, McNeese 20 
Mitch Meeuwsen, Oregon State 20 
Artimus Parker, USC 20 
ODDTTARTO Kevin Smith, Texas A&M 20 
RECEPTIONS Josh Davis, Marshall 306 —_Davone Bess, Hawaii 293 Jackie Wallace, Arizona 20 
i ¥ Rashaun Woods, Okla. i Willi 
Zay Jones, East Carolina 399 Eric Page, Toledo i. 306 ast un Woods, Okla, State 293 Chris Williams, LSU 20 
x i Jordan White, Western Michigan | 306 Dorien Bryant, Purdue 292 Bobby Wilson, Ole Miss 20 
Justin Hardy, East Carolina 387 , cate : : * 
Antonio Brown, Central Michigan | 305 Jarett Dillard, Rice 292 Tom Wilson, Colgate 20 
Ryan Bye, Ostetome si Taurean Henderson, Texas Tech 303 Jason Rivers, Hawaii 292 ‘ 
Corey Davis, Western Michigan | 331 Kasicall wiighe le ies 502 3 Anthony Young, Temple 20 
Trent Taylor, Louisiana Tech 327 cuca KNOCKING ON THE DOOR KNOCKING ON THE DOOR 
: Arnold Jackson, Louisville 300 factlve se loAaerh) : ANd 
Taylor Stubblefield, Purdue 325 active career leaders, (active career leaders) 
1 Shuler, Marshall 322 Trevor Insley, Nevada 298 
PAY a en Ma(ENe Freddie Barnes, Bowling Green | 297 Ty Lee, Middle Tennessee 213 Amik Robertson, LouisianaTech) 9 
Tyron Carrier, Houston a0 Geoff Noisy, Nevada 295 James Proche, SMU 190 Jalen Thompson, South Alabama 8 
Gabe Marks, Washington State | 316 Nelson Spruce, Colorado 294 Bryan Edwards, South Carolina = 163 Kenny Robinson Jr., West Virginia} 7 
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Streete Smith's 2019 BOWL PROJECTIONS 


NATIONAL 
OEE 


ALABAMA Jan. 13, 2020 + New Orleans » ESPN CLEMSON Eo 


€e 


PEACH BOWL FIESTA BOWL 


Dec. 28, ESPN oe Dec. 28, ESPN 


OKLAHOMA GEORGIA 
ALABAMA CRIMSON TIDE CLEMSON TIGERS 
» New Orleans Bowl = Camping World Bowl 
APPALACHIAN STATE MARSHALL VIRGINIA TCU 
» Bahamas Bowl = Texas Bowl 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC WESTERN MICHIGAN BAYLOR WAKE FOREST 
» Cure Bowl « Armed Forces Bowl 
TEMPLE ARKANSAS STATE IOWA AIR FORCE 
« Camellia Bowl « Pinstripe Bowl 
iis A , NORTHERN ILLINOIS TROY SYRACUSE PURDUE 
Tournament of Roses Parade » Boca Raton Bowl » Redbox Bowl 
CINCINNATI OHIO MINNESOTA STANFORD 
NEW YEAR'S DAY « New Mexico Bowl = Alamo Bowl 
SOUTHERN MISS FRESNO STATE IOWA STATE WASHINGTON 
= Rose Bowl = Famous Idaho Potato Bowl = Citrus Bowl 
Ohio State — Oregon BUFFALO "= UTAH STATE MICHIGAN STATE "= TEXAS A&M 
« Gasparilla Bowl «= Music City Bowl 
SOUTH FLORIDA FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL VIRGINIA TECH MISSOURI 
» Frisco Bowl = Sun Bowl 
TULANE ARMY WEST POINT MIAMI (FLA.) UTAH 
= Cotton Bowl » Las Vegas Bowl » Liberty Bowl 
Michigan — UCF UCLA OS BOISE STATE OKLAHOMA STATE (©) SOUTH CAROLINA 
« Hawaii Bowl » First Responder Bowl 
BYU HAWAII NORTH TEXAS WEST VIRGINIA 
= Quick Lane Bowl = Gator Bowl 
ss oO B 1 BOSTON COLLEGE NORTHWESTERN WISCONSIN TENNESSEE 
range bow 
Notre fol Florida « Miltary Bowl = Arizona Bowl 
PITTSBURGH HOUSTON SAN DIEGO STATE GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
« Belk Bowl « Outback Bowl 
FLORIDA STATE MISSISSIPPI STATE PENN STATE AUBURN 
« Holiday Bowl » Birmingham Bowl 
NEBRASKA WASHINGTON STATE ARIZONA STATE MEMPHIS 
= Sugar Bowl 
Texas LSU «= Independence Bowl « Dollar General Bowl 
N.C. STATE KENTUCKY TOLEDO LOUISIANA 
in a = Cheez-It Bowl 
X y TEXAS TECH USC 


—— 
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TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE: CARLOS DELGADO / AP 


® Alabama 
® Clemson 
®@ Georgia 
® Oklahoma 
®@ Ohio State 
ew 

| @ NotreDame 
@ Florida 
® Texas 
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prod All-Americans + pets Reaping Reports #FCS, D2, D3; NAIA & JUCO Previews 


Street & Smith’s Yearbooks are available for all iOS devices. Now you can read 
the magazines, watch videos and share your favorite content from your iPad, 
iPhone or iPod Touch. Download the app from the iOS App Store today! 
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“| ORDER YOUR FAVORITE 
"| COVER TODAY! 


ONLY *8.99 
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